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PREFACE. 



The notes in the following pages have been copied, 
during the monotony of a protracted voyage, from 
the original entries, extending, as will be seen, over 
a series of years. The author has often been without 
sailing directions, and for the most part without 
charts, other than general ones of the Pacific; and 
as the results of his experience might save delay 
and doubt, to others similarly circumstanced, he has 
been recommended to submit them to the public 
Wherever he could obtain the native names of 
Islands he has done so ; they are spelt after the 
orthography of dialects in Polynesia ; the vowels 
being accentuated as in France and other Conti- 
nental nations. The notes have undergone little 
alteration, addition, or subtraction, and but few re- 
marks have been interpolated. They are entirely 
without claim to literary merit ; but for the sake of 
easy reference, they have been divided into chapters, 
and furnished with such mottoes, more or less appli- 
cable to the subject in hand, as the author's memory 
could supply. The interest which has more recently 
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been felt in England for all that relates to the islands 
of the Pacific, leads him to cherish the belief that 
the general information which he has scattered 
throughout his pages, will be deemed no unfit ac- 
companiment to the story of his personal adventures. 
The author's days, it will be seen, have been 
passed, not in the idealities of life, but in its downright 
rough realities; and he is not without hope that this' 
simple record of his experience may stimulate many 
a youth, whose energies are lying dormant for want 
of a field for their exertion in this densely peopled 
country, to seek, in the Isles of the Pacific, the 
home and the adventurous career which he is sure to 
find there, "if he faint not." Should this be the 
case, the principal end which the author had in view, 
by publishing these notes, will be fully attained. 
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THE PACIFIC. 



CHAPTER I. 

Determine on leaving England. — Visit the School-liouse of 
my Boyhood. — Appointed to a Vessel bound to New 
South Wales. — Farewell of Home. — Join the Vessel at 
Deptford. — Description of my Berth. — Chance of being 
starved. — Ship unmoored for Spithead. — Prison-ship de- 
scribed. — Captain, &c. comes on Board, and shortly after 
Three hundred and ten Prisoners. 



** Pity lie loved adventurous life's variety." 



1837. — In the first dawn of manhood^ but an un- 
weaned infant to the world and its ways^ it was at 
the commencement of the year 1837 that I found 
myself slowly recovering from an attack of pleurisy, 
which had reduced me to the brink of the grave, the 
illness which had so prostrated me having been 
induced by anxiety of mind brought on by blighted 
hopes and ruined affections. Utterly ignorant of all 
commercial af&irs, with a burning sensitiveness of my 
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2 R0VING9 IN THE PACIFIC. 

want of knowledge, in Tain I directed my thougliM^ 
tMa way and that : the world waa before me, and a I 
dreary proapeqt it presented. 

I had taken up my abode for a few days at a 1 
tavern in the Borough, and wliilat moodily brooding J 
over my position, at length arrived at the conclusion I 
that England was no phice for me, and I'd go abroad. I 
By going abroad, I had no particular part of the globe 1 
in view ; all I desired was to escape from scenes and i 
faces I had known under different circumstances ; and 
I thought that in some far distant country, where I 
was unknown, I might probably win my way through 
life, without exposing myself to derisiTC scorn or sym- 
pathy. I was no longer a boy literally speaking ; yet 
I felt that in England, every person I met was more 
than my master at all its ways, and the only chance 
I had was to fly from it, and that as speedily as 
possible. Little did I rect as to what extremity of the 
earth I might be carried ; only let me get out of 
England, away from the scenes that were crushing 
me, and I had no fear. 

Amongst the acquaintances I had contracted were 
some staid commercial men whom I occasionally met 
in the commercial room of the tavern above alluded 
to ; and to one of them I mentioned my determination 
to leave the country. " Are you serious ? " inquired 
he. " If so, I can put you in the way of going to 
Australia free of expense." I soon convinced him 
of mj earnestness, and he assured me "that in a 
day or two he would make it all right." 

When a lad at school, I had skimmed Cook's and 
other navigators' "Voyages round the World;" but 
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my knowledge of Australia was limited to the recol- 
lectioD^ that the climate was salubrious^ the natives a 
primitive race that went about in a state of nudity, 
and but little excelling the monkey in intelligence, 
and that the country abounded with kangaroos and 
other queer animals. Never mind, it was almost at 
the antipodes, and as I wanted to place distance be- 
tween me and England, by Jupiter, thought I, here's 
a chance ; and so sanguine was I of getting away, 
that, without waiting to hear anything further, I 
mounted one of the long stages to take a last fare- 
well of the spot where I had passed my childish days. 
On arriving at the country village no one greeted 
me, and, although many an inquiring eye was cast 
upon me, I passed unrecognised several fine young 
men and women whom I remembered as boys and 
girls with " shining morning faces." 

The first house I visited was the old school-house : 
it was no longer in the same hands, and I had to 
crave permission to walk over the grounds. The 
school had dwindled away, and there was a sort of 
withered aspect about the place, which was in unison 
with the tone of my feelings* The house was the 
same, and in one of the windows of the upper story, 
I descried the identical pane of glass I had broken 
when a little urchin, and for which I received so 
severe a flogging, that I heard the old pedagogue say, 
"I should remember it for a month, which would 
teach me to throw stones for the future." But every 
thing wore a neglected, melancholy appearance, and im- 
pressed me with such a sense of my own loneliness, that 
I felt relieved when I was once more in the sunshine 
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of the street. I paid a round of visits, and had to 
make myself knonn to all I called upon; and, un- 
seasonable to some as the hour of my vieit proved, 
I would not take " No" for a denial, but persisted in 
grasping, for the last time, the hands that had been 
locked in childhood with mine. 

On returning to the City, my friend apprised me 
that a large vessel was to sail for Sydney in a few 
days, and if I felt so disposed, I could join her; but 
there was no time to lose. Government had chartered 
the vessel to convey convicts to New South Wales, 
and as, by regulation, she was bound to carry more 
hands than the complement required for mere navi- 
gation, if I would submit to have my name put on the 
ship's articles, I should be treated kindly, and landed 
in Sydney, and I could render any service in my 
power on the voyage. I jumped at these terms, and 
was directed to the agent's office in Mark Lane. The 
agent seemed surprised at my appearance, but finding 
there was no mistake, introduced me to the ship's 
husband : this gentleman received me with kindness, 
and gave me an order to join the vessel, but recom- 
mended me to doff the exterior garments of a gentle- 
man, and to don vestments more assimilating to the 
garb of those who earn their bread upon the waters. 
I thanked him, and hastened to one of the large slop 
warehouses in the city, where I made as limited a 
selection of articles as I deemed necessary for the 
voyage, for, goodness knows, my purse was at the 
lowest neap. I then took my way to the suburbs, to 
bid farewell to some relatives. Ou the road I met my 
father; the poor old gentleman reeled like a drunken 
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man^ when I made the announcement that I was off; 
but there was no help for him or me, so I steadily 
pursued my purpose, resolving that no unavailing 
weakness should overconae me. That afternoon I 
was at home to join in the last dinner I was ever 
destined to partake beneath my father's roof tree : — 
the family meeting was a painful one, scarcely a word 
was spoken, and I was not sorry when the spring van 
arrived to convey my luggage to the vessel. Sup- 
pressing my emotions as I best could, I quickly 
effected a change in my apparel, and bidding a hasty, 
but a hearty adieu, to those who were weeping around 
me, I leapt into the van, and desired the driver to 
push on, fearful of betraying my manhood if I turned 
my head. I kept a steadfast gaze between the horse's 
ears, and remained insensible to all objects in passing 
till we arrived at Deptford, off which place the ship 
was lying. Hailing a waterman's boat, in a few minutes 
I was alongside. It was in the latter end of February, 
and the evening was closing in rain and chilly, as I 
found myself on the quarter-deck, in the very centre 
of confusion. No one noticed me; so, thinking I 
had staid sufficiently long to have secured ample ad- 
miration, I ventured to inquire of one of the men 
near me, where I was to put my trunks. 

" Di vil a bit of me knows," said the lusty Hibernian ; 
" here's no room for yez, any how." 

** Well I can't leave my trunks here, room or no 
room." 

" Bad cess to it then ! Hurroah bye, bear a hand I " 
and with that he commenced dragging my trunks 
along the deck, until they disappeared, beneath his 
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herculean gripe, in a myaterioua sort of cavern, called 
the after hatchway. 

Presently Pat emerged from the darkness, carrying 
over his shoulder a hammock, in which was lashed His 
aea stock. " By Jasua," he ejaculated, " I'm oiF to the 
fo'castle." Where that particular locality was, I had 
not the slightest idea ; but as my good-natured friend 
hurried to the fore part of the vessel, I supposed it 
had something to do with that direction. I remained 
on deck a short space longer, to see if any one would 
question me ; but aa they did not, I thought it advia- 
(ible to follow the track my trunks had taken. De- 
scending with caution, I stumbled into a strange 
scene: hammocks were suspended from the beams, and 
side-berths, like so many cribs in a manger, ran along 
either side of the vessel and against the dividing 
partition. Trunks, hammocks, chests, oldclothes, hats, 
shoes, and every species of litter bestrewed the deck 
in the most indescribable confusion, rendered worse 
by the light with which I beheld it, the fitful yellow 
glare of a tin lamp fed with black oil, the flame issuing 
from a spout in the centre, and continually vomiting 
forth clouds of unctuous smoke. I almost imagined I 
had made a descent into Pandemonium, and the com- 
pound of vllJanous smells that saluted my olfactory 
nerves did not tend to mitigate the idea. Little, or, 
I should say, not the slightest attention was shown 
to me, and I commenced a search for my boxes. In 
case of need, I had purchased a hammock ; and as I 
looked round in vain for a place where I could repose 
for the night, I commenced slinging this nautical 
couch. My awkwardness excited the commiseration 
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of one of the 'prentices, who came to my aid, and se- 
cured It properly. Thanking the youngster for his 
kindness, and by a strong effort of the will turning a 
deaf ear to all the noises going on around me, and 
disregarding the suffocating air and foul stenches, I 
clambered into this pendulous stretcher, and schooled 
myself for the trials before me. In the midst of my 
resolves, I fell asleep. I was awake again long be- 
fore daylight, but it was some minutes before I was 
fully conscious of my situation, and it was with feel- 
ings of unwonted depression that I listened to the 
deep breathing of the slumberers beside and around 
me. I had experienced hitherto but little of the 
hardships of life : this was the first time I had slept 
out of a bed, and without undressing for the occasion ; 
and I felt stiff and feverish, longing for the light of 
morning. Once when at home, I thought I had been 
particularly ill-used, because on one occasion, during 
the winter, linen sheets had been spread for me in- 
stead of cotton, but I now began to fancy that other 
times were in store for me. 

With the first breaking of the grey dawn, a tre- 
mendous knocking was heard over head, and then 
came a bellow which appeared to have issued from 
the throat of an insane bull : this I speedily discovered 
was the polite way of summoning the ship's company 
to their work. The lurid haze of the fetid lamp 
was still smouldering, but only so as to cast every 
thing into still deeper shadow, and the scene which 
followed the mild and gentle call would have deterred 
a less determined purpose than mine. Such hawking, 
spitting, and combination of sights and sounds, it had 
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never been my lot to see or hear of, I was disgusted 
beyond measure, and rushed upon deck to rid me 
of this waking incubua. The air was sharp and 
bracing, and after I had immeraed my head and hands 
in a bucket of water drawn from alongaide, I felt 
refreahed. The men dispersed themselves about 
variouB duties, but no one noticed me. The captain 
and officers had not yet come on board, and I found 
myself subjected to a Bimilar disregard when meal- 
time came, so that I ran a pretty good chance of 
being starved within siglit of my native mud ; a ter- 
mination to my adventures of which I felt by no 
means ambitious. Accordingly, at the raid-day meal, 
I inq^uired of a aet of fellows who were sitting with 
naked feet around a mess-kid of beef and potatoes, 
to which they appeared to be paying their respects 
with considerable zeat, where I could amuse my jaws 
in the same agreeable exercise. The fellows grinned, 
but were at a loss how to advise me, " D — n it 
all," said I, " I can't afford to starve altogether, and 
reluctant as I feel to intrude upon your commons, if 
you'll juat paaa me the kid, I'll try and hold out till 
I see what the devil's to become of me." One of the 
men by this time had coaxed the kid between hia 
legs, and after surveying its contents with a wistful 
air, he suddenly caught hold of a shoe that happened 
to be lying within his reach, and first moistening the 
upper leather with his spittle, vigorously atropped 
hia knife thereon, and with unabated zeal attacked 
the beef. He was like a freah soldier to the breach, 
and notwithstanding the disgust I felt at the way he 
prepared Ms weapon, I could not but entertain 
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reasonable apprehensions for any renewed assault on 
the part of his comrades : however, my fears proved 
groundless ; the kid was reUnquished to my grasp, 
and, carefully eschewing the side of the meat that 
had received the incision from the last carnivorous 
blade, I helped myself sparingly, resolving for the 
future to come in for my share of first cuts, no matter 
how or where I obtained them. 

The following day I received the same degree of 
attention, but on the next the captain and some of 
the officers came on board, and I had to undergo a 
painM interview with some of my friends, who en- 
deavoured, in vain, to shake my resolution. One 
kind-hearted friend saw into my position, and wanted 
to arrange for my passage In the cuddy ; but I had 
passed the Rubicon, and by unflinchingly submitting 
to the ordeal I had voluntarily subjected myself to, I 
thought I should the better prepare myself to en- 
counter future hardships ; nevertheless, this generous 
friend would not take my word, but endeavoured to 
make arrangements with the captain. His efforts, 
however, proved unavailing, as the captain explained 
that his cabins had been entirely taken up by the 
government; but he promised to treat me well, as I 
should be of service to him on the voyage, and when 
my friend had taken his departure, he sent for me, and 
regretting his inability to alter my position, promised 
to make me as comfortable as possible, so soon as he 
could get the ship to rights. This was encouraging, 
and as night again approached, thoroughly out of 
conceit with hammocks, I selected one of the unoccu- 
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pied cribs or bunks, as sailors call them, for ray future 
resting-place. 

"All hands to unmoor" was the meaning of the 

hoarse roar that camo rushing down the hatchway, 

aa day broke the next morning, and one of the mates, 

following up the cry, came blundering in amongst 

_ the boxes with " Tumble up there, timible up ; don't 

I you hear the news ? Show a leg or a black stocking," 

I The capstan was manned and the anchor was soon 

I swinging at the bows. I paid very little attention to 

I the scenery aa we proceeded down the river, my 

I whole soul being taken up with the past ; and so 

se were my reminiscences, that I forgot the 

f resent and took no heed for the future. Once only 

: I was aroused to a sense of what was going on 

around me, by a little spurt that took place at the 

helm. The pilot was training his son to the river ; 

and his son, a stout young man, had got hold of the 

spokes of the wheel. " Port," growled the pilot. 

"Port, sir?" was the response. " Port, I say," shouted 

the pilot like an outraged bear. " Port it is," angrily 

rejoined the son. " And port it should be, d — n your 

eyes," was the paternal benediction. The son stood 

rebuked, and notwithstanding the ominous scowl 

depicted in the sire's countenance, I could not refrain 

from bursting into a shout of laughter, which ill-timed 

levity by no means added to the amiability of the old 

sea-bear's expression. 

Arrived at Spithead, where we were to take in the 
convicts, the order was passed that no one was to 
leave the vessel ; and now I found the time liad come 
when either I must help myself or go to the wall. 
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All the crew destined for the voyage were on board, 
and most of them at the outset were rough, surly, 
and selfish ; there were no regular watches, and it 
appeared to be every man for himself and God for us 
all. I was very thin and pallid, my hands and face 
being delicate as a woman's, totally differing from 
those of the rude beings around me. **I say, you sir," 
shouted one of these hairy monsters who was securing 
some spare spars on the long-boat, " give us a handful 
of grease, will ye ?" " Certainly : " and I walked for- 
ward, dipped my hand into the cook's slush tub, and 
literally gave him what he asked for. I never moved 
a muscle, and the innocent amazement depicted in 
the fellow's face was so rich, that I enjoyed a quiet 
internal chuckle. He never troubled me with any 
more commands ; but on the very night of this occur- 
rence, on going below, I found my mattress and 
bedding tumbled about anywhere, and the dirty bed- 
ding of one of the seamen stowed in my bunk* 
" Hallo I who the devil's had the impudence to do this? 
Stand clear I" and I flung the intruder's dirty rags 
right and left ; and having again introduced my own 
clothes, "Now let's see the man," said I, "that'll 
venture to take 'em out. Not a word was uttered, 
and I never discovered who it was that had so coolly 
usurped possession ; but this display of determination 
to stand no nonsense saved me from further molesta- 
tion of this nature. 

We had not long been anchored at Spithead, 
before a detachment of the 80th regiment came on 
board, consisting of forty-five soldiers and five or six 
women, wives to some of the men ; and now devolved 
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upon me the honourable office of marking the blankets 
and other articles destined for the use of the convicts. 
For the information of tliose who liavc never seen a 
priaon-ship, let me describe it. The wliole body of 
the vessel between decks, from the after-hatch to the 
fore-hatch, is partitioned off by strong stanchions 
studded with heavy clout nails, placed so as to 
prevent the possibility of their being sawn or cut 
through, apertures being left in the stanchions ^to 
admit of the discharge of musketry upon the pri- 
soners in case of their proving refractory. Two tiers of 
bunks or standing bed-places are I'angcd one above 
the other on either side of the space so partitioned 
oflF, each bunk being allotted for five men ; and down 
the centre of the vessel run two ranges of hammocks. 
Part of the crew were berthed abaft the after-hatch- 

. way in the dark hole already alluded to, and the 
remainder had their abode forward of the fore hatch- 
way, which I subsequently learnt was called the 
forecastle. From curiosity I did penetrate the satur- 
nine region, and, if possible, the murky den was worse 
than the dark hole. A man's house is called his castle, 

I but why these gloomy, dark, pestiferous pits should 
receive the name, I am at a loss to determine. The 
prisoners' lodgings were better than the crew's. Two 
cooking ranges, or galleys, as they are called, occupied 
the bow of the vessel, covered in by a deck from the 
high bulwarks which rejoices in the stately name of 
top gallant forecastle ; the after part of the vessel was 
occupied by a raised deck called the poop, corre- 
Bpoadiugwith the top gallant forecastle, and beneath 
this poop were the cuddy and state rooms for the 
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passengers^ spacious and elegant, my wretched crib 
forming the very bathos to these accommodations. The 
quarter deck, that part of the upper deck abaft the 
mainmast, was separated from the waist, or that portion 
of the deck forward of the mainmast, by a strong 
barricade, the quarter deck being allotted for the 
crew, the waist for the prisoners, and the poop for 
the oflScers, &c. The soldiers of the guard were lodged 
in my fashionable locale, their bunks being arranged 
similar to those destined for the prisoners. For the 
breadth of the vessel in that part (a fact I could not 
at first distinguish) was divided by a stout bulkhead, 
and what I took to be the side of the vessel, after- 
experience showed me lyas only a separating par- 
tition. 

The captain, with his wife and her sister, and the 
surgeon, joined us at Spithead, and a major, a lieu- 
tenant, and an ensign came on board as officers 
commanding the guard : these formed the • elite 
company of the vessel. Every thing being now in 
readiness, our cargo of convicted sin was brought 
alongside in launches, each individual member being 
clad in an uniform of pepper and salt of the most 
rigid economic cut, their brows being surmounted by 
woollen caps corresponding in style to the rest of 
their dress. One leg was also embraced by an anklet 
of iron supporting a chain of the same precious metal 
carried up to the waist. I expected to have en- 
countered an ill-looking set of scoundrels, with ferocity 
depicted under every guise ; but the motley group 
that scrambled up the sides were a hale, hearty, fresh- 
looking set of feUows, humble and submissive as 
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]ainbe : there were no men above the middle age 
amongBt them, although I observed two or three 
complete boys. We had mechanica of all trades, 
tailors, shoemakers, butchers, weavers, carpenters, 
blacksmiths, whitesmitlia, locksmiths, tinsmiths, cabi- 
net-makers, workers in brass and gold, engravers, 
bakers, pastrycooks, farmers, miners, itinerant musi- 
cians, glee singers, strollers, and gipseys ; and, with 
reluctance be it spoken, in the list I must incluiic 
two solicitors and two master mariners. 

Tlie sun had dipped below the horizon, when the 
last of our 310 manacled specimens of zoology was 
tallied in board, and tlierc was something painfully 
humiliating in the spectacle of so many human beings 
huddled together like a flock of sheep : they moved 
in the same helpless maaa at the word of command, 
just as the said sheep would at the bark of the shep- 
herd's dog ; and notwithstanding they had been guilty 
of crimes which had brought their own punishment, 
I felt my sympathies strongly enlisted in behalf of 
the poor fellows, and for a while forgot my own 
troubles in commiserating theirs. 
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Get under Weigh. — Put into the Boatswain's Mess. — The 
Messplace and its Members. — Blue Water and a Watch, — 
Symptoms of Opposition to Imposition. — A boxing Bout. — 
Prisoners unmanacled. — Night Phenomena. — Steward's Be- 
wilderment : Ghost Stories do not relieve it. — A Second Tom 
Tucker. — The Capt^n imparts a Knowledge of the " Royal 
Brace." — Chinese Drawings lead to a Threat of exhibiting 
the Pictures. — Cape de Verde and Tristan de Cunha. — 
Gale to the southward of the Cape of Good Hope. — A Dis- 
covery : the Cook's Galley a better Night Station than the 
Quarter Deck. — A Growl with Chips. — How to hail the 
Watch. — Pass through Bass's Straits. — First Glimpse at 
Savage Life. 



" Adieu ! adieu ! my native shore 

Fades o'er the waters blue ; 
The night winds sigh, the breakers roar, 

And shrieks the wild seamew. 
Yon sun that sinks upon the sea, 

We follow in his flight ; 
Farewell awhile to him and thee. 

My native land. Good night." 

" Away the good ship flies, and leaves old England on our lee." 



March 7 th. — Hitherto I have not been particular as 
to the day of the month, but this was the memorable 
date of our leaving Old England's shores. What a 
melancholy sound that heaving at the capstan had 1 
the jarring and grating of the cable as it came slowly 
in at the hawse holes had a similar effect upon my 
nerves ; and with every clank of the chain as they 
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dragged it along the deck, my hold upon my country 
seemed dwindling away. But I hadn't long for the 
indulgence of sorrowful fancies. The talent of one of 
the itinerant musicians was put in requisition; seated 
upon the capstan head, with a shrill fife he struck up 
a lively air, and away wc gyrated with the capstan 
bars spinning round and round with a "stamp and 
go," keeping time to the measure : the anchor was 
aweigh, the wind was fair, and I soon took my fare- 
well gaze at Britain. 

We were scarcely fairly at sea, when the captain, 
for the second time since I had been on board, ac- 
costed me, " Agreeably to my promise," said he, " I 
have stationed you in the boatswain's mess : I tliink 
you will be more comfortable there than in the third 
mate's, and you will have a boy to wait upon you." 
I bowed nay acknowledgments, and as he was a man 
of few words, tins second interview terminated. The 
meas I was appointed to consisted of the boatswain, 
the carpenter, the sail-uoakcr, the ship's steward, two 
apprentices, and myself, and the place where we held 
our daily symposiums is worthy of description. Chock 
aft, that is, as far in the stern of the vessel as you 
could possibly get, separated from the common 
'tween-deck berth by a bulkhead, was a triangular 
nook, impervious to daylight or fresh air ; two bunks 
occupied one of its angular sides, and four hammocks 
hung suspended cheek by jowl, which were triced 
close up to the deck overhead when not in use. The 
scene was illumiued night and day by one of the 
sputtering train oil lamps I have described, and the 
lights at Mahomet's tomb in the cave at Mecca were 
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not more carefully attended to as regards their ex- 
tinguishment, than was our solitary noxious illumi- 
nator ; but whether this attention was inspired by 
devotion or by fear of the boatswain's fist, let others 
determine. The carpenter's tool-chest formed the 
dining-table, the sail-maker from his stores of old 
canvass furnished us tablecloths, and the chests of the 
sleeping inmates of this earthly elysium, secured by 
elects to the deck, formed the banqueting- seats. Our 
dinner service, which also served us for breakfast and 
supper, consisted of a pannikin, a tin-plate, a tinned 
iron spoon, and a knife and fork for each individual. 
I made no pretensions to superior notions of gentility, 
but, bearing in mind the old adage, carefully did at 
Kome what the people at Rome do. It was the duty 
of the boys to look after the table gear, and to keep 
the den clean ; and I have often been not a little 
amused at witnessing the younger of the two, a brat 
under twelve years of age, clear a way for himself 
from the cook's galley, by shouting out " scaldings, 
scaldings," although he might be carrying nothing of 
a more burning character than the plates and pan- 
nikins he had just been submitting to the act of 
purification. And now let me speak of my mess- 
mates. The boatswain was esteemed a first-rate 
seaman, a man of about five feet eight in height, but 
with limbs and a breadth and depth of chest that 
could well have supported an additional foot in alti- 
tude. His head was massive as his body, but round 
as a bullet, thickly covered with coal-black hair, 
inclined to curly : he had a frank manly look, which 
did not belie his character, and a mouth furnished 
VOL. I. C 
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With R most powerful set of grinders, ivliich was 
continually laughing " all over his face." He was 
exceedingly good tempered, had an ambitiou to learn 
to write and cipher, and was imbued with much of 
that harmleB9 aupcrstitious lore which Bailors love to 
impart one to the other during the unbroken Btill- 
neas of the mysterious night-watches. "Old Sails," 
as his name implies, was past the prime of life, a tall 
gaunt figure, the ruins of a Hercules ; his body waa 
warped by ago, anil he hadn't a rounded limb belong- 
ing to him ; but where the plumpness of youth had 
faded, the muscles and sinews protruded in corda 
and bunches, bringing out his joints in acute angles. 
His long horny fingers resembled carrots marled 
together, but they curved hke talons ; his shaggy 
black locks were still exempted from the bleaching 
effects of time, and were matted on his brow like tbo 
intermingled masses in the front of a buffalo ; his 
forehead was low, and his remarkably email eye, 
shaded by a penthouse of thick black hair, when ex- 
cited by mirth or anger, would nearly disappear, but 
emit a spai-kling light like the glancing of a fire-fly, 
whilst innumerable wrinkles would radiate from the 
outer corners. He was never without a plug of the 
weed of wisdom in his mouth, and the drainings from 
it imparted a liquorice appearance to his mouth and 
teeth. He was a great admirer of the Romans and 
Carthaginians, and ever ready to lug them into his 
discourse; his knowledge of their history having been 
derived from a mutilated metrical account of the 
Pnnie wars. The carpenter, or " Chips," as was hia 
more common appellative, was the medium in years 
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between the boatswain and sail-maker, a dry caustic 
being, of reserved habits, and inclined to be cynical ; 
like many of his class, his frame was bowed from 
the nature of his work, and his legs resembled the 
styles of a pair of compasses ; he had a crafty clear 
blue eye ; and his head, square as a die, was covered 
with a close crop of flat curling brown hair, and 
altogether the expression of his face was a combina- 
tion of reserve and cunning. Shakspeare was his 
idol, and his works formed the only volume in his 
possession ; and in any controversy he was as ready 
with his favourite author as " Old Sails " was to lug 
into the field his Roman history. The steward was 
a hot-headed Irishman, staunch in the performance 
of his duty, favoring neither friend nor foe, and in 
that respect well qualified for his situation ; but he 
was rather fond of taking Purser's nips, and in con- 
sequence towards night would talk with a somewhat 
thickened burr, grow disputatious, and occasionally 
roll out his brogue in a way practicable only by a 
true Milesian. On these occasions I would delight 
in leading them into a perplexed train of argument, 
when *^ Sails" would be roaring about the Cartha-- 
ginians^ " Chips " be thumbing Shakspeare in search 
of a text to settle the point in discussion, and the 
steward would be consigning every thing to the *^ pit 
of blazes ; " *^ he wouldn't give a fig for Shakspare or 
the Carthyganiuns, — what would England do without 
Ould Ireland ? Who supplies her navy with pro- 
visions ? Ould Ireland 1 Who furnishes her army 
with sogers ? Ould Ireland ! Don't talk to me about 
yer Mark Antonys, yer Julus Casars, or yer Mer- 

c 2 
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chants of Vanus. JIastlier Bony would have bad 
you long ago if it hailn't been for the Irish ; and if 
the Union waa to be rcpaled, England would go to 
glory." The boatswain all this time would be 
swaying his body from side to aidC) his mouth dis- 
tended by a broad grin ; and when the confusion had 
reached its highest, I would interfere, and with a 
torrent of words and volubility of utterance there 
was no standing up against, quote authorities, or 

I pretend to quote them, settle the affaire of Europe 

I in a twinkling, laugh at Scipio, call Hannibal a fool, 
tell Sbakspeare to bag his head, and the steward ta 
shut his potato-trap as a know-nothing bogtrotter, 
and before the astonished disputanta could rally in. 
defence of their arguments or favorites, I would 

' seize a pack of cards and call out to cut for partners, 
"all fours" being the highly reckercM game ^Yith 
■which we used to while away the hours known to 
the initiated as "dog-watches." The two apprentices 
had both been a TOyage to the East : the eldest waa 
a quiet lad, earnest in his desire to acquire his pro- 
fession ; but the youngest was the amalleat mite, 
though the biggest scamp that ever had limbs swathed 
in canvas : he was a 'protege o£ " Old Sails," who used 
to regard him much as a bear would be supposed to 
fondle a pet monkey, but the young imp had got the 
measure of " Old Sails' " foot, and well he knew how 
to work him. 

March to July. — We were no sooner in blue 
water and well clear of the land, when the chief 

1 officer politely greeted me, and told me I was in his 
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I beg your pardon, I did not come here to be a 
sailor. I'll do anything consistent with my abilities, 
and am not above using my hands, but I never bar- 
gained for keeping night-watches." 

"Ridiculous nonsense," he replied; "everybody 
else in the ship keeps them, and why should you wish 
to be exempt ? " And what by cajolery and argu- 
ment, abounding in rigmarole, but none the more 
convincing on that account, I felt compelled, seeing 
no remedy, to submit to circumstances ; for having 
been induced, by representations of the ship's husband, 
to put my signature to a scroll which was presented 
to me, I fancied remonstrance would be idle, and 
might make matters worse. Here I was then, regu- 
larly installed as an ordinary, or with more propriety 
it should be said, an extraordinary seaman. I was 
not so grateful at my appointment as perhaps I might 
have been, and I made an internal vow, that if the 
mate fancied by this manoeuvre to secure me as a 
companion to cheat the dull hours of night, he should 
find himself mistaken. 'Twas bitter cold when my 
first night-watch commenced (from 8 till 12), and 
flakes of snow kept me company as I underwent my 
initiation. The men of the watch were stowed in 
every place on deck where they could find shelter, 
and I was not long in securing a berth for myself, by 
stowing my carcass in the topsail hallyard rack. My 
nose and knees were jammed together, and In defiance 
of freezing winds, falling snow, and all the other 
combinations of evil, I lapsed into slumber. I had not 
remained long insensible to my mortifications, when I 

.^5felt myself roughly shaken by the collar, and heard a 
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gmfFvoice say, " Come, I say, you sir, get out of this; 
that's my place." 

Soon as my dull senses comprehended the purport 
of this summons, I bounded up like nn exasperated 
tirfer. " Is it, by Heaven ! It la if you are a better 
man than I; so come on;" and I commenced spar- 
ring at him in a paroxysm of rage. 

" No, no, no I Mister, I was only joking." 

" Joking, were you ? then just mind your eye 
how you joke again, my fine fellow, or you may find 
yourself in the wrong box ! " And with tliia I again 
settle down in the envied rack. 

In the morning watch (from 4 till 8), I ivas in- 
ducted into the mysteries of a lee hehnem.in, and the 
last two lioura of it saw me burnishing cutlasses 
b".«nd boarding- pikes, swabbing decks, pumping ship, 
|-.pulling here, hauling there, till my hands felt like 
two blisters. " Tough yarns these, sir," says one of 
the men; "anyhow, its what may be called yarning 
one's breakfast." I jjcrfcctly concurred with Iiim in 
that idea, and eight bcUa striking, retreated like a 
rabbit to its warren, to partake of that meal ; and 
now I became regularly inti-oduced to my messmates. 
The boatswain, as president, received me with a 
chuckle, and I made my salutations in a way to re- 
lieve the whole mess from too overpowering a sense 
of the important personage introduced amongst them. 
Breakfast over, there was a general surrender of all 
private stores for the joint benefit of the mess, the 
boatswain taking charge of the stock. The daily ship's 
allowance was beef, dutf, and biscuit one day ; pork, 
pea-soup, and biscuit the next, with an allowance of 
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water, every one having to find his own smaU stores. 
Very different was the beef now from that I partook 
of when I first came on board. Beef I heavens, what 
an hallucination I The fagged ends of a birchen rod 
steeped in brine possess as much delicacy and fla- 
vour. — I was acquainted with the taste of the latter 
when a juvenile scholastic tyro, and therefore am 
qualified to speak upon the subject. The pork, when 
warm, was so rank and oleaginous, 'twas impossible 
to eat it ; and then was the time when I sang the 
praises of " Ould Ireland," and lauded the country 
that kept us all from starving. Who has not seen 
or heard of a November London fog ? how often has 
it been compared to pea-soup? but never until I saw 
the mixture passing by that name on board ship, was 
I so thoroughly convinced of the aptness of the simi- 
litude. Our fellows used to call it dog's body ; " and 
they had a doggrel chant about the beef, of which I 
remember a stanza or two, viz. : — 

" Old horse, old horse, what brought you here ? 
You have drawn turf for many a year. 
With knocks and kicks and sore abuse, 
Now salted down for sailor's use." 

The duff was a delectable mixture of cook's slush, 
flour and water turned into a canvass bag shaped like 
a sugar loaf, secured at the base or mouth by a piece 
of marline, knotted with several telegraphic knots, to 
distinguish it from that belonging to any other mess, 
boiled in common in the ship's coppers. Uninviting 
as the description of it may appear, 'twas the only 
thing, besides the biscuit, which I could stomach, for 
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aa our messj by virtue of its standing, was admitted 
to the privilege of consuming the meridian allowance 
of grog below, — a privilege denied to the rest of the 
ship's company) — I was enabled to manufacture a kind 
of sauce, winch aided me in stowing away a sufScient 
cargo to keep me in ballast trim, as the "Old Salts" 
had it; and I proved the value of the saying, that " a 
light heart and a thin pair of breeches carry a man 
through the world." To repine was useless, and al- 
though the biscuit could have almost answered in the 
affirmative to the Scriptural qiiery of " if he ask for 
bread would ye give him a stone?" I found means 
of rendering it less flinty, hut not until I had unfor- 
tunately sacrificed two molars, one on either side of 
the upper jaw, in the vain attempt to soften its ob- 
duracy, I yielded to the blast, as sailors would say, 
and, in defiance of all obstacles, managed to extract 
both fun and information out of my novel situation. 
If haply I had succumbed to others at the commence- 
ment, I should have led the life of a dog. My ap- 
pearance, as before remarked, was anything but ro- 
bust, and judging from this that I was more fit for a 
barber's clerk than to mix with sailors, as some of 
them subsequently told me, they attempted practical 
jokes and impositions, " but," said they, " you were 
too old for us." Their last attempt occurred after we 
had been about a week at sea. 'Twaa one morning 
about five o'clock, when preparations had commenced 
for washing decks : the sun had sent Aurora with 
her blushing tribute to announce his coming, and I 
stood entranced at the gangway, lost in admiration 
at the glorious spectacle. A small spar used to be 
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made fast at the gangway for the purpose of facili- 
tating the drawing of water, and whilst entirely ab- 
sorbed in my pleasing contemplation, the fellow, sent 
to secure it, dropped it designedly upon my head. 
Had it been an accident, I should have taken no 
notice of it, or if the fellow had offered an apology, 
however awkward ; but happening to turn quickly, I 
detected him in the act of making grimaces at his 
comrades, who were laughing immoderately. This 
could not be overlooked, so I stepped up and dealt 
him a smart open-handed box on the ear ; in an in- 
stant he was at me, and a pugilistic encounter com- 
menced on the quarter-deck. The battle was long 
maintained on equal terms, when an unfortunate roll 
of the vessel, seconding a blow I received, sent me 
rolling in the lee scuppers. Boisterous was the shout 
from my antagonist and his cronies ; but it did not 
last long. Returning to the encounter with the speed 
of light, but cautiously guarding against a similar 
mischance, I drove him backwards, till I pinned him 
against the pump brake, and there pummeled him to 
his heart's content. The mate, all this time,- was an 
observant spectator of the engagement from the 
poop, but feigned not to notice it. After I had 
taken ample satisfaction, I left my adversary blow- 
ing like a broken-winded horse, and admonished him 
to be more cautious for the future, how he played 
tricks upon travellers. To his credit be it spoken, 
he bore me no malice, and at any time thereafter was 
ready to oblige me. 

The rivets were stricken from the prisoners' 
manacles soon after the land appeared like a cloud 
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in the diHtance, and they were allowed the unfettered 
use of their limba. To some this may sound impru- 
dent; but what could the helpless heings do? There 
wasn't one in fifty, probably, who had been to sea 
before, and though equally probable that even a lees 
number than that was as well versed in Sliakspeare 
I the learned " Chips," yet all might have partici- 
I pated in the feeling that it was better "to bear the 
I ilia we have, than fly to others that we know not of." 
b Their conduct was inoffenaivc throughout the voyage, 
I and when the first joltings, pitchings, and rollings 
I had caused tilings to subside in their proper places, 
I one of the quondam solicitora commenced editing 
[ a manuscript newspaper, under the title of the 
"Traveller," with "Open to all, influenced by 
none," for its watchword of independence. It 
afforded great amusement; and as the editor's box 
was suspended close to the stanchions of the after- 
hatchway, it used to receive general contributions. 
It was issued every Saturday evening, and two sheets 
of foolscap, ruled in columns, were regularly filled with 
close small writing. It bad its advertisements, its 
city and foreign intelligence, its leader, state of mar- 
kets and stocks, police and law reports, fashionable 
news, literary notices, original essays, poets' corner, 
correspondence, &c. &c., and I look upon some of 
the essays as worthy of being characterised in print. 
Independent of literary labour for the " Traveller," I 
persevered in maintaining a daily journal ; but the 
monotony of the voyage was nearly unbroken. We 
were weeks onend without encountering a living crea- 
ture, cither in the air above us or in the water below. 
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One fine Sunday afternoon, when we were thou- 
sands of miles from land, a solitary fly of the blue- 
bottle species made its appearance on the poop, 
buzzing in the ,'sunshine. It is impossible to tell 
where the wanderer came from, and its position 
seemed so exactly to correspond with my own, that 
I could not but entertain a lively interest in its 
welfare. Some of the night phenomena used to 
arrest my admiration when I was not too cold or too 
sleepy to attend to them ; the brilliancy of the stars, 
and the phosphorescent sparkling of the waters, when 
occasionally the ship would appear to be ploughing 
her way through molten silver, would at times tend 
to dispel sleep ; and I have seen two or three rain- 
bows simultaneously reflected in the concave vault 
above us, from the hueless rays of the moon and 
sparkling stars ; but there was one phenomenon that 
attracted my attention fully as much as either of the 
others, and this was an octagon-shaped construction 
provided with lattice work, and resembling a pigeon- 
house, which was shipped on the capstan head. 
Man is a carnivorous animal : this being admitted, it 
will also be allowed that hunger has been known to 
break through stone walls ; biscuit and duflT did not 
tend at all times to allay the cravings of my nature, 
and this octagonal construction was the steward's 
safe. Often had I beheld the remnants of other 
fare enter its recesses ; and as the concatenation of 
sympathies has often been dwelt upon by philosophic 
writers, my bowels yearned to scrape better ac- 
quaintance with them. But how was this to be 
achieved — ^^nusquam tuta fides?" Two soldiers with 
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drawn cutlasses were always stationed on the quarter 
deck, and the officer from the poop could overlook It ; 
but the door of this safe was secured by a brass pad- 
lock, bearing a wonderful resemblance to the one 
that fastened my carpet bag ; and when the wolf 
was grumbling in my viscera during the little hours 
of the night, I perambulated to and fro till I seized 
the auspicious moment to essay the key. The wards 
flew back and the lock was in my hand — I took a 
turn — no eye was upon me : the door opened, and I 
had a fowl in my grasp, — 'twas not the work of a 
second to tear it in two; and again the door was 
closed, and I was renewing my tramp. With similar 
precaution I contrived to replace the padlock ; and 
no schoolboy ever exulted more over a handful of 
apples purloined from a neighbouring orchard, than 
I did over my prize. Stolen fruit, they say, is the 
sweetest: let also the vacuum in my abdominal region 
be taken into consideration. It was not my watch that 
followed this raid; but curiosity to see how the cuddy 
steward would take his discovery induced me to 
be on the alert. With his usual bustling and im- 
portant air, he rattled away at tlie lock, and cast the 
door wide open on its hinges; but soon his tallow 
face displayed a look of the most ludicrous horror; his 
head moved slowly from side to side, but it brought 
him no relief; he examined the lock, but that was 
all right. At last, persuaded there was no altering 
matters, he commenced his preparations, and I re- 
turned to my bunk with redoubled gratification. I 
waited a day or two before renewing my attack, and 
then a couple of cold sausages fell into my clutch; 
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and on another occasion a handful of twice-laid 
rewarded my exertions. Alas for the stultified 
steward I the marks of fingers were too palpable to 
admit of doubts, and the only resource at his command 
was to cheat himself into the belief that he had been 
helping himself when drunk. If he had not himself 
been the custodian of the key, and slept with his 
breeches stowed as a pillow beneath his head, he 
might have fancied that some one had picked his 
pocket ; but now the mystery was insoluble, and the 
irregularity of the depredations only added to his 
unaccountable amazement. But I assisted in finding 
a clue to guide his ideas, which doubtless afforded 
him great relief. Frequently, in the dog-watches, 
the sailors would resort for pastime to spin- 
ning yams. Ghost stories were a very favourite 
theme; and our berth, with its sickly unhallowed- 
looking light, was admirably adapted for the relation 
of such narratives. The boatswain had a whole 
budget of apparitions, death warnings, and spiritual 
tokens from friends far distant; " Sails" could talk 
of the spirit that visited Brutus ; and " Chips" could 
quote Hamlet, Banquo, and the sheeted ghosts of 
those who shook the guilty soul of Kichard III. I 
always had an ** oUa podrida " of ghosts and spectres 
ready for any occasion, and whenever I saw the 
steward's cadaverous- face peering amongst the 
listeners, I never failed to launch out with the wildest 
horrors, till his black hair would bristle behind his 
ears like the back of an incensed hedgehog. I made 
particular allusion to bogles and brownies, kempies 
and water sprites ; and when his superstitious fears 
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ivcre by tbese means duly prepared to listen to the 
recital without exciting Lis Buspicions, I would tell 
of milk-pans being capsizedj bread soiled, cheese 
Btolen, black puddings ripped up, and other cantrips 
equally astounding ; and then, before tlie steward had 
any chance of betraying his own individual experience, 
I would set up a horse laugh, and ridicule the whole 
as a parcel of nonsense: so the steward kept hia 
secret, and I preserved mine. But he, poor fellow, 
bad lost the pride of office ; his pomp had considerably 
abated; and I have seen his bunch of keys involun- 
tarily jingle as he proceeded, with nervous trepidation, 
to inspect his safe. I was careful, notwithstanding, to 
keep my visits within discretionai-y bounds, and when 
he was laid up for four or five days, the result, per- 
haps, of having to bear the weight of so responsible a 
secret in aUence, I abstained altogether j for his locum 
tenens, the oldest 'prentice, a strapping long-gutted 
youngster, was capable of putting out of sight the 
ghost's share of the scraps as well as his own ; more- 
over, he was an astute young shaver, and might have 
demurred at any spiritual intrusjou on bis corporeal 
perquisites. The steward would leer at him as he 
lay iu his berth, his lack-lustre eyes wearing about 
as lively an expression as those in the head of a dead 
cod; but the boy mode no complaints, and turning on 
his side with a dolorous aigh, ha dared not venture any 
leading inquiries. 

" Misery makes a man acquainted with strange 
bedfellows," and I can vouch for it that the old saying 
holds good with those that travel under peculiar cir- 
cumstances. One point I had established for myself 



A SECOND TOM TUCKER. 31 

was, that I would keep no dog-watch ; and the four 
hours, allotted by two hour spells, to break and change 
the regular watch, I devoted to *^ all fours,'* singing, 
spinning yams, and similar instructive and entertain- 
ing pursuits; but sometimes, when I was in the 
middle of a song, and in the very height of a demi- 
semiquaver, the captain would send his steward down 
with his compliments (ironically) and a request that 
I wouldn't make quite so much noise, " Give my 
compliments," I would reply, "and tell him 1 regret 
he has got such a bad ear for music." 

Independent of the ship's steward and cuddy 
steward, the captain had his private steward, a fellow 
black as a coal. Jemmy was a native of Lombock : 
his hair stood on end like the bristles of a surprised 
boar, and he had remarkably elongated jaws, flattened 
at the sides, but a much finer ear for melody than his 
master, for he used to say to me, ** I say, misser, I 
wis' you sing me 'at song ; 'pose you sing me 'at song, 
I make you nice 'ittle loaffee." 

" What song, you nigger ? " Hereupon Jem would 
screw up his mouth till it resembled the stem of a 
hen when scudding before the wind, and jerk out a 
whistle resembling the tune in agony of the song he 
wished to hear. 

" There, that'll do, Jem; no gammon about the loaf 
then ; hot, you know, with a dab of butter ? " 
'Es, 'es, no you see afore ? " 
Well, then, here goes : " and behold the scion of 
an illustrious house, the godson of the late Duke ot 
Kent, the father of the present Queen of England, 
singing to an unreclaimed nigger, like little Tom 
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Tucker) for white bread and butter. Let those who 
dcapiae my philosophy do better with their own. I 
prefer the laughing to the weeping sect, and epicurean 
comforts to ascetic privations. 

Our captain proved a stern say-nothing-to-me aort 
of fellow. He was a man of middling stature, rather 
Bpare than otherwise, with a complexion burnt by 
frequent visits to tropical regions, dark as a red 
Indian's ; his mouth was drawn sliglitly on one side ; 
he rarely smiled, and although not a man of colloquial 
habits, generally contrived to pass a few words to rae 
every day, for he rarely by any chance came on the 

poop, when I was there, without saying " Mr. , 

I'll trouble you for a small pull at the royal brace ; " 
and as he hauled in the slack whilst I pulled, I ac- 
quired in time a knowledge of the rope- He was sub- 
ject occasionally to fits of the gravel and brandy-and- 
water, and when under the influence of the latter, 
was more sparing of his words than ever; but he 
would purse hie lower lip, and look awfully savage. 
At these times, if any of his young gentlemen offended 
him {for there were eight or nine aspirants being in- 
Btructed in the art of greasing masts, blacking yards, 
tarring rigging, boiling pitch, making sinnett, and 
other branches of the noble profession of eeaman- 
Bhip) ; he would watch till he eaught the eye of the 
offender, and then with a crook of the forefinger 
beckon the luckless wight to him: "I say, young 
fellow, you had bettor tnke care, or I'll show you the 
pictures," would slowly issue from hia tightly com- 
preasod teeth ; and as this was a threat but seldom 
used, and rarely repeated to the same individual, it 
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produced a very powerful effect; but as it may 
puzzle the uninitiated to discover the hidden charm 
contained in these words, I will endeavour to explain 
the abracadabra. In one of his voyages to China, the 
captain had caused his private cabin to be hung with 
certain Chinese paintings of the human figure in 
puris naturaUbus ; and as he used to introduce his 
young gentlemen to this cabin, when about to inflict 
corporeal punishment, perhaps he had it decorated 
after the style of nature, by way of dispelling scruples 
of delicacy that might stand in the way of unbutton- 
ing; perhaps also he was influenced by the broad 
principle of justice, for as he caused them to expose 
their nether ends, he might have considered it only 
fair that they should see at least the effigy of some- 
body else's ; but they not only saw, they also felt, and, 
on retiring from the interview, were fully persuaded 
of the triteness of the saying, "that seeing's believing, 
but feeling's the naked truth." The first blubbering 
neophyte who had made practical acquaintance with 
the fact, on drying his tears, commenced talking 
about the pictures ; his remarks reached the captain's 
ears, and hence arose his pithy threat of exhibiting the 
pictures. 

The only land we sighted on the voyage before 
reaching the continent of Australia was the Cape de 
Verde Islands and Tristan de Cunha ; we were about 
ten leagues from the former, and they merely wore 
the appearance of rocky cHffs. It was three o'clock in 
the morning as we passed Tristan de Cunha; the 
island rises like a broad-based cone from the waters, 
and the moon, which was shining brilliantly, silvered 
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the indenting ridges whieh diverged from the aummit, 
(IS if they had been ploughed by streams of burning 
lava. It is of no extent, and when at eight o'clock I 
resumed my watcli on deck, it could only be faintly 
diaeemed like a haycock on the line of sight. I 
ought 10 have noticed that, when close to the island, 
the " look-out " forward shouted, " Bocks ahead." 
The helm was promptly shifted, and the yessel 
sheered alongside the lifeless carcass of a monstrous 
whale ; I groaned in spirit with " long Tom Coffin," 
regretting that I had not this basis of a working 
capital HDHgly secured in sortie safe harbour in Britain. 
I had little opportunity of knowing anything about 
the ship's daily poaition, or the courses steered. Some- 
times I would pass the word when sights were being 
taken for the chronometer ; and at noon I could not 
escape seeing the fry of sucking navigators intently 
peering in one direction with triangular-shaped in- 
struments brought parallel with their noses; but 
what it all meant I knew not, neither did I care to 
inquire; nor did I see a chart from the time we 
quitted ^England till we reached Sydney. I knew 
that we were very far south when we rounded the 
Cape of Good Hope, for it waa bitterly cold, and we 
encountered a very severe gale when in its longitude, 
with the heaviest rolling sea I ever experienced ; but 
I was disappointed In the sublimity of the scene. I 
had read of boundless seas, waves rolling mountains 
high, and similar expressions calculated to inspire 
awe and dread ; but I cannot say that my notions of 
stupendous grandeur were realised : the visual horizon 
ia too close upon you, you lose the idea of bouudleaa 
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space, and the waves never rise above fifteen or 
twenty feet, (quite high enough if any of them 
should happen to break on board you). If they 
met with obstacles opposing resistance, foam might 
be dashed to the height of sixty feet, or even higher, 
and spray might be carried to the height of three or 
four hundred feet ; but as for vessels riding upon the 
tops of mountains, seething billows rising in over- 
whelming masses above the topmast head ; all I can 
say is, I never witnessed any thing of the kind : 
instead of being alarmed at the mad howling of the 
blast, it had, on the contrary, quite an exhilarating 
effect. But it is not between decks where one would 
enjoy this sensation, particularly if it was your 
watch below and you felt disposed to sleep; it is 
scarcely possible to conceive a more helpless or un- 
comfortable situation than to be embowelled in a 
vessel, kicking and plunging like a race-horse in 
traces. Your body, without any volition of your 
own, is first rolled to one side, then to the other ; 
now you are almost perpendicular, anon you will be 
standing on your head. You bend your knees and 
form an acute triangle with your body to try and 
fix yourself, but you get the skin chafed off at the 
holding points — the crupper-bone and knees — and 
desist in despair. You stretch yourself to the 
fullest extent, making your head and heels the hold- 
fasts, at the imminent risk of becoming bald. A de- 
ceptive lull takes place, you relax your extensors for 
a single moment, and the next sees you sprawling 
, upon the deck, with enfranchised chests, mess-kids, 
tin plates, pots, and all the miscellaneous rubbish 
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usually to be met with on board ship, all bent on 
performing an Irish jig. In the gale off the Capo 
the courses or lower sails were hauled up, and wa 
were under close reefed topsails, scudding before it. 
Four men were atationod at tiie helm, two at the 
wheel, and two at relieving tackles; the weather 
helmsman, whose movements guided the others, kept 
glancing over his shoulder, eyeing the seas that ap- 
peared ready to leap on hoard. At last iu bis nervous- 
ness he gave a sudden jerk to the helm ; his mates 
Beconded the impetus, and brought about the very 
consequences he tried to shun. The vessel broached 
to, the starboard cjuartcr gallery was carried away, 
the cabin paaaengcrs were washed out of their berths, 
eca after sea broke over us ; confusion and dismay 
reigned paramount; the mate lost his presence of 
mind, and I expected we should have all gone to the 
bottom. The men were shouting and swearing, the 
ladies were shrieking, a couple of 'pf^ntices and 
myself were struggling to gain footing, for a heavy 
green sea of many tons weight had broken over the 
quarter-deck, which knocked ua down, and continued 
washing ua to and fro, till I secured a grip of the 
capstan. Presently the eaptain rushed out in hia 
nightcap and drawers ('twas past ten p. m). Without 
evincing more than ordinary coneem, he gave a few 
short orders, clear and distinct, which were attended 
to by those who beat understood them, whilst I 
maintained my loving embrace of the capstan. Pre- 
sently discipline was restored, and the vessel waa 
again staggering before the gale. The sea that 
broke over the weather bulwarks in a green maes. 
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carried the small mite of a 'prentice away in'the body of 
it like a scarecrow, arms and legs extended. *^ Look 
out, Jack I " was the cry choked in my throat by the 
rushing of many waters; but Jack had no need of 
admonition, for when the turmoil was over, I ob- 
served him quietly dropping from the main rigging. 

The greatest infliction I had to suffer was the raw, 
cold damp of the night-watches. I was always among 
the first to relieve the watch when summoned, always 
excepting the dog-watch ; but it was none the less a 
hardship. At length I noticed, that, as soon as the 
wheel had been relieved, and the "look-out" forward 
stationed, the rest of the crew disappeared. This set 
me exploring, like another Captain Cook ; and I found 
the gentlemen stowed around the cook's galley. Be- 
neath the top gallant forecastle, one of the standing 
orders was, that all fires should be extinguished at eight 
o'clock P.M. ; and to all appearance, when the officer 
of^ the watch went his rounds, they were so ; but he 
had no sooner resumed his pacing on the poop, when, 
by removing a layer of ashes, some dull red embers 
could be detected, which these gentry were in the 
habit of coaxing, till they imparted a trifle of warmth. 
The place itself also considerably ameliorated the 
marrow-searching influence of the chilling blasts, and 
speedily did I proceed to take advantage of the 
asylum thus thrown open to my research; but I 
found every avenue blocked up with knees. 

"Who the devil's that ?" growled a voice from be- 
hind sundry folds of worsted comforter, immersed in 
the depths of a monkey jacket, like the stifled tones of 

a bear undergoing suffocation. 
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" Come, jest mate a little room, can't you ? " 

" Hulloah I who's that ? You don't belong l 

we don't want no gentlemen poop-rangers here." 

"What's that you're jawing about, you infernal 
growl? You call yourself a Beaman, I suppose. Pretty 
seaman truly, to be skulking hero, and claiming the 
exclusive right to do so. It's well you know that I'm 
not in my place, that I never came on board as a sea- 
man, and waa never intended for one ; but if I had 
been, I would have scorned to have shirked my duty, 
no matter what the weather might be." 

" Oh, it's you, mister, is it ? Didn't know it waa 

you. I say. Bill, its Mr. ; just shove up a. 

little." 

"Ah, that'll do." Then into the mass I squeezed, 
and a portion of the caloric from the bodies around me 
soon communicated warmth to my starved frame, but 
at the expense of blackened face and hands, which 
might have procured for me claims to kindred with a 
sweep. 

The custom of performing matutinal ablutions was 
one of the habits of my life I could not dispense 
with, much to the annoyance of Chips, who used to 
survey me at times with feelings of great internal 
disgust ; but the measure of his forbearance having at 
I^ engtlj overflowed, he commenced rating me, in no 
Tneaaurcd terms, for wasting the water, and felt par- 
ticularly scandalised at the effeminate habit I had of 
scrubbing my teeth. "Why you snarling plate- 
^Crapliig cur 1 " (Chips was supplied daily with a plate 
Of omnium gatherum from the cuddy) ; "must you be 
Eternally curling your lip ? Haven't you enough water 
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for all your wants ; and because you have the oppor- 
tunity of polishing your teeth on cuddy scraps every 
day^ is that a reason why I shouldn't put mine in 
order against the time they meet with anything to 
amuse themselves upon ? You're worse than the dog 
in the manger^ for he did make his bed upon the hay; 
but you neither require water for yourself nor wish 
to see any body else use it." A few more angry 
words passed, and Chips, finding himself getting the 
worst in the oratory of abuse, snatched up his hand- 
tool box, and went away growling, as he retreated, 
like distant thunder. But I didn't let all the attempts 
at imposition go scot free, for, having acquired the 
fearful bellow used in summoning the watch, I 
would be on the qui vive^' and the very instant 
eight bells struck would dart below, and, insinuating 
myself beneath the hammocks of those who had an- 
noyed me, gradually force them asunder to the fullest 
stretch, ajid by stooping suddenly, let them come to- 
gether with a crash, making good my retreat to the 
hatchway ladder ; and whilst the two aroused occu- 
pants of the swinging canvass were cursing and 
swearing, and all but coming to fisticufis, I would 
give the preliminary stamps, and set up a yell, enough 
to wake the seven sleepers, diverting the attention 
of the drowsy wranglers to wonder "who it was 
that was calling the watch ? I wish to G — some- 
body would call the watch as know'd how to call 
it." 

" What's that, grumblers ? I suppose you want a 
piping bullfinch to call you. But it won't do, my 

pippins; out you must. You never hear me complain ; 
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Sydney Harbour. — Involuntary Acquaintance with the Water, 
before making that of the Land. — Not quite friendless. — 
The Town of Sydney. ~ Botany Bay. — " Brickfielders." — 
Birds and Beasts. — Hunters' River. — Newcastle. — The 
Country. — River Faterson. — Deadly Instances of the Venom 
of Snakes. — A Ride afler wild Cattle. — The Country talked 
of. — Com Stalks. — Blawara. — Notices of the Aborigines. 



''The world is with me, and its many cares, ~- 
Its woes — its wants — the aiudous hopes and fears 
That wait on all terrestrial affairs — 
The shades of former and of future years.* 



» 



July 17^A. — It was midnight when we entered the 
Heads of Port Jackson^ and after our long sojourn 
upon the waters^ it appeared almost {(s if we were 
entering the gates of Paradise ; the moon^ which 
was riding high in the heavens^ imparting by its 
effulgent brightness a fairy-like charm to the scene. 
A pilot came alongside us in his boat, and to meet 
with and hear the voices of our countrymen at this 
distance from home, produced upon me a strange and 
startling effect, although I knew the country had been 
made the recipient of our outcasts for half a century. 
The harbour is a magnificent one : at the mouth of it 
the cliffs on either side, called the '^ Heads," rise like 
a wall seyeral hundred feet high; a lighthouse is 
built on a salient point of the South Head, which 
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may be distinguished in clear weather from eleven to 
twelve leagues at sea. The harbour is not only spa- 
cious, but completely sheltered ; it runs inland nine or 
ten miles, indenting the coast on either side, forming 
numerous romantic bays and coves, in all of which 
there is depth of water for shipping of any tonnage ; 
several smaller islands are grouped about, which add 
to its safety and picturesque beauty. Although it 
was the depth of winter, the air was mild and balmy ; 
and so placid was the deep aa we glided over its 
silvery ripples, I couid fancy wc were taking a moon- 
light cruise on Westmorehmd's lovely lake Winder- 
mere, nor did I quit the deck till the anchor was let 
go in Sydney Cove. With daylight much of the 
enchantment vanished, as there is a duskiness and 
want of verdure in the appearance of the shores, 
■which impresses you with notions of drought and 
sterility. The town, viewed from the water, wears 
a paltry aspect ; and the residence of the governor of 
the colony, in a park-like inclosure just without the 
bustle of the town, is a mean, low building, possessing 
as much architectural grace as that usually displayed 
in the elevation of a barn. 

July \%th. — The day on which I entered the 
world, and very nearly proving that on which I 
quitted it ; for the boatswain, to do his messmate due 
honour, would rig out the jolly-boat after his own 
pet fashion to set me ashore : the third mate accom- 
panied us. We had scarcely got from the vessel, 
when the ha'Iyards parted ; the mate volunteered to 
reeve them afresh, and commenced climbing the 
taunt and taper mast. "'Do you want to capsize the 



AN UPSET. 43 

boat ? Come down !" shouted I; but I might as well 
have hailed the mast itself. Up he went^ and over 
went the boat ; but as it gradually keeled over, I 
turned with it and remained astride. Neither the 
boatswain nor myself could swim^ but the mate was 
very expert in the water, less excuse for him ; as, 
instead of dropping from the mast, when, by the pre- 
ponderating influence of his unmerciful stem, he had 
brought it to nearly a horizontal position, he clung 
to it with the tenacity of the bear to the bough of 
the tree, when Bobinson Crusoe's man^ Friday 
taught it to dance; he disappeared for some time, 
and when he emerged, his face was blue, and he 
puffed like a distressed walrus. Our position was 
by no means enviable: the boat had settled con- 
siderably below the surfiice of the water, and there 
was any quantity of that unstable element between 
us and the shore. " Can you swim, boatswain ? " 
*^No," said he, " but there's no fear, she's got floating 
ballast in her. Well I well ! well I " he continued, 
snapping his fingers, «a never see such a foolish 
thing in all my life. 'Tut ! tut I tut I catch me 
going ashore again 1 " " We'll have to get there 
first," replied I; "but see, here come the boats.*' 
The accideQt had been noticed from several vessels, 
and boats were immediately despatched to our assist- 
ance. One of our own boats arrived first to the 
rescue, and the rowers plied their oars with such vi- 
gour, that they were nearly spitting me with the bow. 
" Have a care 1 do you want to run me down?" and, 
notwithstanding they backed water, — an instan- 
taneous movement, — I had to throw myself from my 
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position as the boat glided over it ; and to this day I 
entertain a veiy lively gratitude to tlie floating ballast ; 
or who knows, " Ctesar's duat may have stopped a 
bung-hole," and mine in the shape of fiali might have 
entered the bodies of those who afterwards formed a 
different kind of acquaintance with me. The boat- 
swain kept his word ; he never again went on shore 
during the ship's stay in the harbour. 

Fortunately for me, I did not find myself quite 
80 lonely as I expected : a gentleman I had known 
in England was almost one of the first persons I met 
with after landing ; he immediately interested him- 
self in my welfare, and as I held a letter of credit 
from the same kind friend who had wanted to pay 
for my passage, empowering mc to draw upon him 
for any amount to suit my immediate necessities, 
I drew for a small suin, and this gentleman cashed 
the draft for me: he alao introduced me to the 
partners of a commercial houae, and in a few days I 
accepted an appointment in their establishment. 
Here I remained aome seven or elglit months, and 
then removed to a more eligible situation for ac- 
quiring a knowledge of the monetary transactions of 
the colony. 

Sydney is in every respect so completely English, 
that having made up one's mind to become a foreigner, 
you are rather surprised to discover that you have 
travelled so many thousands of miles to no purpose ; 
for it requires a considerable effort, if you happen to 
land at the season of my arrival, to believe you are 
out of the mother country. The houses are well 
built, and the streets laid out in the English style. 
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the noise and bustle being equal to those of a third- 
rate town in England ; the only peculiarity that 
obtruded itself on my^ notice was, that the houses 
were roofed withj wooden shingles, instead of tiles 
or slates. 

The colonial government has secured to the public 
a beautiful retreat, called the 'domain," in close 
vicinity to the town ; it occupies one of the woodland 
points that, jutting into the bay, gives birth to its 
numerous romantic coves. Winding paths and good 
carriage roads lead in all directions through the trees 
and underwood, affording refreshing cool retreats 
from the heats of summer. There is a part appro- 
priated to. botanical gardens, laid out with much skill 
and elegance ; they abound with rare shrubs, flowers, 
fruits, &c. ; and respectably dressed persons are 
allowed to promenade there, within the limits of 
certain hours, throughout the year. 

The trees of the country offer a striking contrast 
to any that grow in England ; they, generally speak- 
ing, attain an amazing height, with wide-spread- 
ing limbs, twisting their gnarled, half-naked forms, 
nearly to their summits : they preserve their foliage 
throughout the year ; nevertheless, they cannot be 
called evergreens, for their livery approaches more to 
a russet brown. There is a great sameness in their 
appearance, and all are very thinly clad. There are 
many and beautiful varieties of the heath plant, but 
the wild flowers and shrubs of the country are void 
of fragrance. 

Botany Bay, that name which used to sound so 
terrible to my cluldhood, may be reached from Sydney 
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by a road extending five or sis miles over an arid," 
deep white Bandy diatrict, incapable of producing 
any vegetation, saving spear grass and stunted 
epccinaens of wiry heath. The harbour is beautiful,' 
and presents a bold sweep ; but the water shoals 
suddenly, and it ia unsafe for shipping, as it lies 
directly open to the south-east wind : there are one 
or two houses there, the retired residences of emanci- 
pists, or freed convicts. Botany Bay was, I suppose, 
a term colloquially used for all New South Wales, 
as no convicts were ever sent literally to Botany 
Bay, no available land existing in its immediate 
vicinity that would employ the labour of the sen- 
tenced. There is a great monotony in all the scenery 
in New South "Wales; in some parts the soil is of 
great depth, and it teems abundantly ; but in dry 
seasons, from this very depth of soil, the crops are 
burnt up. The climate is delightful in winter; but 
in summer, a species of sirocco frequently prevails, 
rendering the atmosphere exceedingly oppressive and 
difficult of respiration ; and it invariably follows that 
even whilst this hot wind is blowing, and you feel 
scarcely able to drag your relaxed frame along, 
without a moment's warning it will chop round, and 
blow with a fury so cold and piercing, that your very 
marrow seems penetrated ; shortly after the air re- 
sumes its wonted temperature. The hot winds are 
known by the name of "northers," and when the 
transition takes place, tliey are called " brick fielders," 
from their carrying with them clouds of smothering 
dust, particularly vast volumes of a red colour, de- 
structive to clothing, from a hill called Brickfield-hill, 
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enveloping all Sydney; and now, to whatever part of 
the continent you go, ** brickfielder " is the common 
name by which this wind is known ; and so I dare 
say it will continue to be called, till the cause of 
it shall have ceased to exist, and why it was so 
termed shall have passed from the memory of man. 
When these hot winds are of long continuance, they 
commit frightful havoc ; in the November of my 
arrival, towards evening, the air became more than 
usually oppressive, from its great rarefaction ; gusts 
of heated wind would come at intervals like blasts 
from a furnace, which prevailed all the next day less 
intermittingly ; the bush surrounding the town, and 
on either side the shore, was on fire, as we could 
distinguish for miles around from the volumes of 
smoke it cast up. As evening again closed in, the 
advance of the destructive element was more apparent; 
red flames waved their forked tongues above the 
tops of trees, and bronzed clouds of smoke rolled 
gloomily on ; the scorching blast grew worse, and so 
powerful withal, that a person in an exposed situation 
could scarcely maintain his footing : it was a curious 
sensation to feel the rushing breeze, and instead of 
coolness, an almost stifling heat. The township of 
Sydney is on the south side of the harbour : on the 
north shore was the residence of a widow lady, in the 
heart of the bush, and directly opposed to the course 
of the burning forest; the consuming wind bore 
immediately over the house, and nothing in human 
power could save it from destruction. I walked to 
the water's edge with many others, who were anxiously 
waiting the issue ; boats had put ofl" to receive the 
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iimiates, whea liope was extinguiabed ; the sea was 
most violently agitated, and the spray dashed in our 
faces as we clung to the posts on the wharF. In 
another minute the work of destruction would have 
been complete, when the wind shifted, with the 
apeed of lightning, and it blew from the aouth-weat 
a perfect drift, curdling our veins with its icy blast. 
It was indeed miraculous ; the overwhelming flamea, 
driven back, were forced to expend their fury on the 
already scathed and blackened trunks ; nothing but 
this providential interposition could have averted the 
ruin of the widow's abode. 

About ten o'clock, when the darkness of niglit was 
complete, I strolled out to witness the effect of the 
conflagration. It was a grand and imposing spectacle. 
Where the rieing ground had been covered with scrub 
or stunted bush, it had the appearance of a vast 
jUumined city. In other directions, the low shrubs 
presented a glowing deep red appearance, while the 
lofty trees sent forth sheets of yellow flame from their 
summits ; the whole being o'ercanopicd with a dense 
lurid pall of smoke. Many cattle were burnt alive, 
much property was consumed in the interior, and 
some lives were lost. I was told by some teamsters, 
that they had to cut the bullock traces, and abandon 
their teams, laden with wool, to save themselves ; the 
branches of the forest trees, owing to their intense 
aridity, having caught fire from their own abrasion. 

No country probably can boast greater variety 
in specimens of ornithology, or of birds possessing 
more beautiful plumage ; the forest wilds ring with 
the most peculiar cries, and the variety of the parrot 
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species far exceeds anything I had formed any idea 
of; snakes^ opossums, flying foxes, flying squirrels, 
kangaroos, iguanas, bandicoots, wild cats and native 
dogs, the latter resembling our English fox, are all 
inmates of the bush, but there is no ferocious quad- 
ruped to be met with inimical to the life of man. 
But the most curious of all the animals I met with 
in New South Wales is the platypus ( Ornithorhyncus 
paradoxus)^ which possesses the mandible and webbed 
feet of a duck, and a body like that of a fur seal. It 
burrows in the banks of rivers, but I know little 
else of its habits or history. 

Being invited to pass a few weeks with some friends 
up the Paterson River, situated to the northward of 
Sydney, I entered a steamer, and enjoyed a pleasant 
trip. You enter the river Hunter, off the mouth of 
which there is a dangerous reef, terminated by a bluff 
rock, called Nobby's ; the township of this port has re- 
ceived the name of Newcastle, derived from its sup- 
plying the country with coal, like its prototype in 
England. The aspect of the place is not inviting, the 
beach being a barren waste of sand hills. The river 
is a pretty sheet of water, but continues salt for thirty 
or forty miles, when it branches, forming the Williams 
and Paterson rivers. It was harvest time, and the 
banks being in many parts highly cultivated, hundreds 
of acres teeming with rich yellow wheat, I was re- 
minded of old England. Still the eccentricities of a 
new country betrayed themselves. Beside a patch of 
corn a maze of forest trees would entangle their white 
glancing spectral limbs. In one place, land just 
broken up ; in another a green crop advancing ; and 
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again, you would see a spot under process of clearing, 
with trees just felled, aud atuinps yet smoking. The 
ateamer moored at a place called the Green Hills, 
why, I can't say, aa it certainly does not possess a 
very verdant appearance ; and the name, since the 
erection of a few houses, appears to be giving way to 
that of Morpeth. The country in many parts betokens 
richness of soil, but there is nothing of the picturesque 
in the neighbourhood to tempt the wanderer. I 
passed the night at Morpeth, and the next morning 
my young friend called to escort me to his new resi- 
dence. We struck across the country, — country in 
that sense when it is said, " God made the country, 
and man made the town," as, with the exception of a 
rude fence here and there, indicating the boundaries 
of different properties, it was country in its primeval 
state. I was delighted with the excursion. Thousands 
of parrots mingled their chatteringa overhead with 
the silvery tinkling notes of the bell bird, the smack- 
ing of the coachman's whip, the wild shriek of the 
laughing jackass, and the ever-varying cry of the 
mocking bird ; and every lagoon, or marshy swamp, 
would send forth its squadron of ducks at our ap- 
proach, to wing a rapid flight of eddying circles. By 
a cicuitous route we arrived at Bona Vista, a plea- 
santly situated fai-m on the banks of the Paterson. 
The land of this district is in many parts well and 
extensively cultivated, the soil is extremely rich, and 
the river, winding between high verdant banks, is 
fresh and sweet. Whilst on this visit, I was fear- 
fully convinced of the deadly venom of the reptile 
tribe. The proprietor of the estate, observing a small 
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yellow snake glide under some sawn timber^ called his 
men to remove it, that it might be killed ; as they 
were lifting the logs, the snake darted between the 
legs of one of the men, and brushed him in passing. 
*^ Oh I my God 1 " cried he, what a narrow escape 
I've had ! I declare it touched me with its tail." The 
snake was killed, and the men returned to their work, 
the proprietor remarking to me, ad we turned away, 
*^If it had bitten any one, the bite would have 
caused instant death; " and he related several instances 
that had fallen under his own knowledge where death 
had followed the stroke of the reptile's fangs. I 
listened with all respect to his recital, but scarcely 
deemed it possible that the insignificant little object 
lying stretched before me could subdue to the earth 
the bulky frame of a powerful man. But too soon 
was I to receive an awful demonstration of the truth 
of his assertions. I had walked as far as the town- 
ship, and had been absent half an hour, when on my 
return I was met by a party bearing the startling 
intelligence that the man who cried out he had been 
touched by the snake's tail was dead. Scarcely 
crediting the report, I hastened to the hut, but there 
he lay, green and festering; for strange as it may 
appear, decomposition had already commenced, and a 
fetid foam was issuing from his mouth. Two minute 
punctures on the poor fellow's skin were the only 
marks discernible. It appears that about five minutes 
after he had been struck, he complained of feeling 
faint and sick, and his mate was only in time to 
save him from falling: he struggled convulsively 
a minute or two, and then a lifeless clod was all 
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that wM left of the atoatest and apparently the 
healthiest man on the form. The medical m^n nho 
was sent for cautioned rae against too corious aa 
InTeatigation of the body. That same eveniog', 
OQ hia return hrraie, hia dog happening to disturb 
another snake, was struck by it on the nose, and 
thereby received instantaneous death; aa the doctor 
uaured na, it tttmed on its side, and scarcely uttered 
ft cry. The cast skin of the anake that destroyed 
the farm labourer was dUcovered near the spot, 
where it sought concealment ; and I was informed 
by thciBC acquainted with the natural history of these 
reptiles, that immediately after shedding their skins, 
they are more than nsually irritable and venomous. 
Whilst upon this subject, I may mention a narrow 
escape I had myself. The whip snake, so called 
from ita tenuity, is one of the deadliest of all the 
viperous race ; and one day, aa I was in pursuit of 
ornithological specimens, I espied, pendant from the 
twig of a wattle, the globular nest of the diamond 
bird: desirous to posses myself of it, I climbed the 
tree, and wishing to pTeser\c the branch, jerked it 
towards me in breaking it off, when a whip snake 
darting from the recess of the iicst struck me in the 
bosom, and passing between my waistcoat and shirt 
rebounded to the ground. I tlirow myself upon it 
before it oould escape, and etainpeil it in [nt'cea with 
the heel of my lioot, HOtwith«lttH(Uu^ wbwh a jiortion 
ttbout four inches \tmg, with th» ttiwt tUlAclwd. con- 
trived to work its way Into »h\4<i>- The vilwlity of the 
dismenibert^d part* wa* »«fth. (h»I. llicugh onished 
into more tlwn fifty pWopi, e\vv^ (WtiwH was instinct 
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with life and motion. On examining the nest^ I found 
nothing but the skeleton frames of the parent bird 
and its callow young. Knowing the danger I had 
escaped^ after the event was over I broke into a 
glowing perspiration^ as if I had just emerged from a 
hot bath. 

Determined to see as much of the country and a 
country life as I could whilst I had the opportunity, 
I- rose one morning at 3 o'clock to join a party in 
pursuit of young horses, running wild in the bush. 
We crossed over the mountainous ridges of a district 
called Munnibung, or some such euphonious name, 
and shortly after six arrived at Dungog. Here we 
found a whole herd of horses collected in a stock- 
yard. Separating those we required, and loosing an 
old mare, mother to some of the colts, we proceeded 
to run them home — futile attempt ; headlong they 
dashed into the brush, and helter-skelter, in regular 
break-neck style, we galloped after them. Being the 
best mounted, I contrived to head and turn them 
once or twice, but it was only making bad worse ; as, 
instead of taking the direction we wished, they rushed 
through the thickest part of the dense underwood, and 
made a playful ascent up the steepest ridges. I made 
a last effort to get them on the right track, and, 
wretched horseman though I was, screwed my courage 
to the sticking-place, and gave chase as hard as the 
noble brute could lay hoof to ground. Away we 
went, tearing and dashing through trees and under- 
wood, flying over fallen trunks, clearing streams, up 
hill and down gully, boughs crashing as we passed 
along, dry branches and limbs cracking and snapping 
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beneath our feet : away went my hat, as my spirited 
hunter took a flying leap over an immense windfall ; 
'twas useless to attempt checking hia career ; hia 
blood waa up, and mine was racing rather rapidly 
through my veins ; bo on we went with the speed of 
a whirlwind. The bush was now so thick I could 
not Hce before ua ; the horse had its own way, 
and I expected every moment to be swept from the 
saddle by some protruding bough. Suddenly down 
we went, man and horse. AVe had come unawares 
to the edge of a considerable declivity, and the horse, 
unable to recover himself, went headlong over ; for- 
tunately I flew out of the saddle a long way ahead 
of him, or I should have been dashed or kicked to 
pieces. At the bottom of the ravine I had the 
presence of mind to scramble out of the way of my 
nag, and experienced little inconvenience from the 
tumble. This terminated our endeavours. AVith 
unabated speed and vigour we saw the colts take 
to the highest ranges, and continue their wild course 
till out of sight. To au inexperienced horseman 
stock-hunting is dangerous work: many accidents 
occur, and sometimes the best of ridera and most 
experienced stockmen lose their lives. Horses 
that ore accustomed to run in wild cattle betray 
great sagacity ; they seldom roquu'c the guidance of 
the rein, will doiiblo trees like a hare, aud take the 
shortest cuts to intoi'oept the i-etreat I'f the flying 
herd. Hence it will W Been tlmt the puranlt itKiuirea 
a rider of no little practice and utldi'tisa. 

In various oxoursions which I made the features of 
th« oQuntry appeared pretty muoh the aame, some [larta 
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being open, flat^ and marshy, others hilly and thickly 
wooded. It is astonishing how little variety prevails 
in the appearance of the trees of the forest; the same 
meagreness of foliage, with the same dusky hue> 
is the characteristic everywhere. The more common 
way of distinguishing the trees in this part of the 
world is by their barks and gums: take some of 
their names ; for instance, iron bark, stringy bark, 
black butt, blue gum, white gum, red gum, &c., the 
foliage of these being nearly all alike. 

There are vast plains of grassy country three or 
four hundred miles in the interior, far beyond the 
boundary of my travels, where immense herds of 
sheep and cattle are depastured; any person, by 
paying a small sum to government, may take out a 
squatter's licence to proceed beyond certain boundaries, 
where he may locate in any extent of unoccupied land. 
This privilege affording continual change and imposing 
no limits to stock stations, many of the New South 
Wales sheep-farmers and cattle -graziers can number 
their stock by thousands, whilst their progressive 
movements, as they penetrate inland, tend to extend 
the limits of the colony and add to her resources. 
The grand scale on which farming and agricultural 
establishments are conducted here makes those in 
the home country appear of a very pigmy character. 
It is not an unusual thing to find farms of ten and 
twelve thousand acres ; farms of ten and twelve 
hundred acres are of ordinary occurrence. 

The Anglo- Australians generally are a reedy- 
looking race, precocious in growth, premature in 
decay ; their heads appear as if forced by ailificial 
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means from their shoulders, and probably it is from 
this awkward-looking growth they are denominated 
"cornstalks," They are loose-built, tall, raw, and 
gavsgawUk in their manners, and are not wanting in 
conceit of their own superiority. Already you will 
hear the young cocks crowing about their indepen- 
dence; but as they are in utter ignorance of what that 
is, politically, or how they could maintain it even 
if they had it, their crowing is as harmless as it is 
amusing. One of the youngsters, on bis return from 
a visit to England, complained that he couldn't ride 
five miles in any direction without falling in with 
houses, and meeting, at every hundred yards, fresh 
faces ; whereas, such was the freedom of the colony, 
you might take your horse and pack and travel for 
hundreds of miles without seeing a house or meeting 
a human being. I never heard wh.-it this young 
gentleman's notions of political existence were. 

The district of Illawarra to the southward of Port 
Jackson is the heaviest -timbered land I hay^ seen in 
the country, and where Jt has been cleared the soil 
is the richest and moat fertile. It is not subject to 
the frequent droughts that affect the country. North- 
ward of Sydney, it can boast many extensive and 
highly cultivated farms, and is the finest and most 
picturesque district I have been in. 

The aborigines of New South Wales arc the ugliest 
race of beings conceivable ; some monkies I have seen 
might feel injured by a comparison. Many of them 
have been demi-civihsed, but after a short sojourn 
with Europeans they invariably resume their old 
, habits, and take to their romantic and precarious mode 
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of Kving. I do not know an instance where one has 
been regularly domesticated. Their language is as 
wild and uncouth as they are ; but what is very re- 
markable, they acquire ours with astonishing facility, 
and their selection of words is far superior to that of 
our own common orders. The few wretched beings 
in and around Sydney are the miserable victims of 
ardent spirits, and can scarcely be looked upon as 
fair specimens of their class. Those from tribes 
in the interior are tall, sinewy, and athletic, their 
standard height, in my opinion, exceeding that of the 
English race ; they have no settled abodes, but wander 
about at the caprice of the moment, their huts (called 
gunnias) being framed of two or three pieces of 
bark stripped from the nearest tree. They neither 
sow nor reap, living upon snakes, opossums, grubs, 
iguanas, and other inhabitants of the woods and waters. 
Their dress is merely a kind of belt, or wampum, 
round the loins ; and for human beings, they are, I 
imagine, the most approximative to the brute race of 
any in existence. But few Europeans are acquainted 
with their rites and ceremonies. I am not aware that 
they have any belief in a Supreme Being, but I was 
witness to the superstitious dread they entertain of 
an evil spirit, which they say haunts them at night ; 
and they invariably select a spot close to the water 
for their halting places, as they say the spirit has no 
power over them in the water. In crossing the coun- 
try on one occasion, I pointed out a bivouack of these 
blacks to my companion : " Hold," said he ; " I'll 
show you some sport." Desiring me to conceal myself^ 
he crawled alotig on his stomach till he .got pretty 
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near the encampment, and then set up a low moaninj 
cry. The poor blacks started to their feet, and o 
the cry being repeated, away they scampered in tbt 
utmost bewilderment, nor did they come back dui 
the half hour we waited in expectation of their returr 
They have worse than brutal customs with ref 
their young gins or females, too groaa and disgusting b 
be committed to paper. On a male arriving at the a^ 
of nianliood, he is hung up by his heels, and the chie^^ 
or some other person appointed from the tribe, bites 
from him one of liis front teeth ! The meaning of this 
ceremony and of the mysteries that follow is not 
' known. Many of the women are deprived of the first 
joints of their little fingers. I have been told that 
this is a distinguishing mark amongst the tribes, and is 
1 tjavour conferred on those only who are expert in 
' fishing ; but to an European thoy are all so. Both 
8CXC8 are excellent swimmers, and the females seem to 
participate in all the exercises of the males except 
fighting, which, when two tribes arc at variance, ia 
left to tlie men. Their weapons are simple and 
rude, consisting of a straight spear, an unwieldy club, 
a narrow wooden shield, and an instrument called the 
boomaring: this latter weapon is a curved piece of 
wood, scraped on either surface to an edge both on 
the convex and concave side, and its singular evolu- 
tions, I am told, is a problem that the universities of 
the United Kingdom have been engaged upon with- 
out being able to solve. The natives throw it for- 
wai-d with terrific force, and if it encounters no 
object, after whistling through the air for a hundred 
jude or more, it will take a demivolt, and return 
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gyrating to the feet of the thrower. If a dozen 
boomarings were Jaid before me, I could not distin- 
guish any difference between them. But a single 
glance of the eye will suffice to inform a black as to 
its qualifications. Unless they are peculiarly made, 
they will not perform this retrograde movement, 
but in what this peculiarity consists I could never 
learn, and the blacks are unable or unwilling to ex- 
plain. The whole country, so far as it is yet 
known, is wretchedly supplied by that first of re- 
quisites, fresh water, the town* of Sydney itself 
being entirely dependent on a miserable swamp 
lying between the latter place and Botany Bay, 
called Black Wattle Swamp ; and since my arrival I 
have had to pay as much as sixpence a bucket for it. 
This great and crying want is the greatest drawback 
to the colony of New South Wales. In seasons of 
drought thousands of cattle and sheep have perished, 
drays have been abandoned on the road, and the 
carriage of provisions and supplies to stations in the 
interior has cost far more than their original pur- 
chase. No artificial means have been resorted to, 
or scientific attempts made, to palliate this evil, 
although it is probable that artesian wells might 
be sunk at small expence to overcome this great 
obstacle to the prosperity of the country. The 
natives, from the scarcity of navigable rivers, have 
very little use for vessels on the water. Such canoes 
as I have seen resemble their houses in the primi- 



* Of late years Sydney has been called a city, and its burghers 
proceed annually to elect a mayor. 
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tive nature of tlieir construction, consisting of nothing 
more than a alieet of bark turned up at the ends, and 
fastened with the tough vine of some creeper. The 
buahy head of a young wattle or gum-tree stuck up 
in the bows serves as a, sail. An amusing incident 
occurred in the harbour, though by no means looked 
upon as a joke by the actor at the time : a black fellow, 
in crossing it in one of these frail barks, entirely of 
nature's providing, waa caught in a heavy westerly 
squall ; he liad no other resource but to run before it. 
His weight only fairly counterbalanced that of his 
leafy sail ; he dared not rise for feai- of being capsized, 
and his whole attention was required to the steerage, 
as the slightest inadvertency would have swamped 
him. The foam rippled up on either aide of him as 
he sped like an arrow past a ship lying at anchor, 
her decks crowded with newly-nrrived emigrant;^. 
"Hulloa, blacky, where are you going j"' shouted they. 
" 0-0-0-0-0," muttered the poor fellow, his hair 
all of a hoo, and his eyes starting out of his head ; 
"tHD-o-o-o m-o-8-h b-o-o-o-s-h." The native race 
is but sparsely scattered over the continent. They 
possess, I believe, a vague idea of a future ex- 
istence, as they bury with their dead those articles 
most prized when living. They invariably select 
high water as the time for burial, asserting that the 
spirit then gets wafted immediately to the sea at the 
best time for fishing. I met a party in the bush re- 
turning with the corpse of an old chief, known, when 
living, as the King of the Hungry Hills, which they 
had carried out for interment. On inquiring their 
motive for coming back, they informed me that before 
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they could reach the intended place of sepulture, it 
was past high water, and consequently they were 
going to wait till next tide. The difference between 
these savages and us affords an excellent antithesis. 
We exhaust our ingenuity in contriving means to 
create fresh wants, and to add to our luxuries, whilst 
the utmost stretch of their ambition seems to consist 
in supplying the bare wants of nature in the simplest 
manner, and with the least conceivable labour. 

The geographical boundaries of Australia I believe 
to be tolerably accurately ascertained, but little of 
its vast interior is known ; the fringe of the continent 
has been penetrated here and there, and latterly 
considerable tracts have been coasted by men of 
indomitable hardihood and courage. Often in my 
reveries it has struck me that aeronaut ism might 
be turned to account by explorers of unknown re- 
gions, and be the means of saving much unnecessary 
labour and privation. Surveying parties in want of 
water or herbage, and in doubt which way to direct 
their weary steps, if they had a balloon with them 
and 400 or 500 fathoms of whale line, by securing 
one end of the line to the balloon, and grappling the 
other firmly to the earth, might rise to the eleva- 
tion of 2000 or 3000 feet, and have the country spread 
out before them like a map, and if provided with in- 
struments to take bearings might be spared many a 
day of fruitless toil and suffering. No useful advan- 
tages that I am aware of have yet been conferred upon 
society by the discovery of the science of aeronautism. 
If my idea is practicable, here appears a plan to 
render it subservient to the good of man. We are 
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enabled to sound the depths of the ocean to the 
extent of 1000 fathoms or 6000 feet, and whales 
have frequently been known " to run " out three tubs 
of whale line, each of 240 fathoms, and I presume 
that improvements in chemical science might render 
possible the inflation of a balloon that in its ascent 
would prove potent as the whale in supporting the 
weight of the dependent line. I have no knowledge 
of the subject, and merely venture the suggestion. 
Verbum sat 
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CHAP. IV. 

Off to New Zealand. — A Gale. — Bream Bay. — Bay of Islands. 

— Kororarika. — Paihia. — River Waitangi. — River Kawa- 
kawa. — White's Island. — Roadstead of Warakaihika. — 
Roadstead of Rupgatukaia. — Abandoned by the Schooner. 
Overland Trip to Warakaihika. — Selfish Conduct of a Chief. 

— A Musical Cargo. — Return to the Bay of Islands. — 
Sojourn on one of the Islands. — 



** The wind was fair, the sea was blue, 
The sky without a speck, 
As the good ship o*er the waters flew, 
With King John upon its deck.' 



» 



My worldly wealth not having much increased after 
a sojourn of upwards of two years and a half in New 
South Wales, I determined on proceeding to New 
.Zealand, to try the unexplored resoorcea of a new 
country, and on 

February 14^A, 1840. — I shipped goods and took 
passage in a small schooner bound to the Bay of 
Islands. 

February 27th. — Sighted a cluster of islets to the 
north-west of the North Cape, called the " Three 
Kings ; " a few natives reside upon these hummocks, 
as "we could discern the smoke of their fires in 
passing. 

February 29th. — A violent gale commenced from 
the northward, which increased to such a height, that 
we were compelled to lay to under a balanced-reef- 
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Diamsail. It Bccma as if we had sailed into the very 
centre of its encircling furyj and Lad no power Bub- 
Bcquently to escape from it : being deeply laden we 
were completely drenched with the sea breaking over 
UB, and hail and salt drift drove in our faces with such 
resistlesB force, that there was no turning your head 
to windward. The vessel laboured violently as if sho 
had been subject to the influence of a succesdion of 
whirlpools: suddenly the mainaail being blown from 
the bolt ropes she was cast on her beam ends, and 
buried with her Ice coamings in the water. I thought 
she was gone: the mate called to the captain to 
cut before it was too late ; but he very coolly 
replied, "If she wasn't fit to carry her masts she 
wasn't fit to float." The hatches and scuttles were 
well secured by battens, and fortunately nothing 
started : the vessel, though snlifll, had great beam, 
and was very stiff, ■ and she gradually righted, the 
worst of the gale having spent itself ; and though it 
oontiniied all that night and through the greater 
pai't of next day its I'iolence had abated. I narrowly 
escaped being washed overboard in the height of the 
gale; for desirous of witneasing the battling of the 
elements I stripped to my trowsera, and went on deck. 
The captain advised my lying down in the lee scuppers 
to avoid taking cold, and I had just taken a bath 
when the schooner was thrown on her beam ends. I 
clung to a spar that was made fast to the bulwarks, 
but the rushing of the water had caused the lashings 
at one end to give way, and I was swept overboard, but 
as I did not abandon my hold I came in again with 
the recoil, when I lost no time In scrambling to the 
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weather rail. The wind gradually veered round to 
the south-east, but before it had reached this point 
we had drifted to the southward of the Bay of 
Islands, and as we had had no sights we mistook the 
Poor Ejiights, small rocky islets off the main, for the 
Caralle Islands, and took a cruize in Bream Bay, 
thinking we had reached our port, the Hen and 
Chickens and Barrier Islands being mistaken for the 
islands which gave rise to the name of the bay we 
were bound for. We had been three days without 
observations, and no one on board had visited New 
Zealand before, which is some excuse for our error. 
Discovering no signs of man or his habitations, we 
began to fancy all was not right; the miserable 
outline chart that we had gave us no assistance ; but 
what helped us to our conclusion was the hundreds of 
red bream we met floating on the water, supposed 
to have been killed during the gale which had just 
subsided. We therefore tacked, and next day at noon 
we were still to the southward of our port. Its 
approach is very romantic, numerous small islands 
are grouped about with rocks of singular and gro- 
tesque forms, particularly one at the north head, 
called from its shape the Ninepin Kock, and another 
off Cape Brett, the south head, which has a natural 
arch completely through it. There is also another 
peculiar rock called the Whale rock, which is only 
observable at low water, and then betrays its dangerous 
proximity like the back of a whale. On reaching 
Kororarika, the commercial settlement which is about 
nine miles from the Heads, I felt myself a disap* 
pointed man. The land rises abruptly on every side 
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in steep irregular hUU; there is no inland » 
nication from the townsliip, nor is there reasonable 
ground) from the features of the country, to hope 
there ever will be. A narrow sandy beach in the 
form of a crescent with a swamp at tl»e back, a few 
hundred square yards of liigher ground shut in by 
abrupt surrounding hills, is a faithful portraiture of 
Kororarika. The only level spot available haa been 
seized upon for the township, which doea not exceed 
in extent a good-eJzed kitchen-gai'den. There are 
thirty or forty wooden houses of European con- 
struction, which have arisen in the style termed 
higglety-pigglety, no attention having been psud to 
any thing like order or regularity : a " pah" or native 
village occupies a prominent part of the beach, and 
"Maori" huts are interspersed amongst the houses of 
the English residents. I do not see how it is pos- 
sible that commercial transactions to any extent can 
be conducted here. The place has no exports, and the 
whale ships are ceasing to make it a harbour for 
refreshing, &c., as they find the increase of white 
faces has raised the price of native labour and every 
commodity to such a degree that they are all seeking 
for other harbours, where they may procure shelter 
during the season of retirement from the whaling 
grounds, and obtain refreahments at their former easy 
rate. Such a rush has been made to New Zealand 
that the place is crowded with Europeans ; and when 
I first landed, I heard some of the idlers about the 
beach saying one to the other, "here come more 
victims." Every house has got more than threefold 
its complement of inhabitants : tents pitched here and 
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there supply with some the deficiency of house room. 
The market is glutted with goods. Auction bells are 
going all day long, and, notwithstanding the govern- 
ment proclamations, land is daily being bought and 
sold ; a monomaniacal plague or land fever k abroad^ 
and the whole atmosphere is infected with it. I 
have mentioned the precipitous character of the land 
generally at the Bay of Islands, and in some places 
where a level spot has tempted an individual to fix 
his residence, the only communication to or from it 
is by water. Opposite Kororarika is Pihea, the 
missionary settlement. It is not very large, nor, 
owing to the nature of the land, will it admit of 
much greater extension, that is, in the direction of 
the bay, for the missionaries lay claim to extensive 
tracts of country as " Church property ; " their site 
possesses more level soil than that about the com- 
mercial township, and it also communicates with the 
interior ; but a great drawback exists in the heavy 
surf that plays upon the beach, which renders it 
impracticable to construct wharfs or jetties. Koro- 
rarika is open to the same objection. The only 
way they have of landing goods is by rolling them 
on planks from boats, whereby much damage is at 
times occasioned. 

February 29^A. — The river Waitangi on the mis- 
sionary side of the bay takes a very sinuous course ; 
at high water vessels of from forty to sixty tons 
burthen might enter its channel, but at low ebb 
there is not sufficient water for the entrance of a 
boat. The banks in many places are under agricul- 
tural improvement, and I noticed corn, potatoes, 
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pumpkins, and other vegetables in thriving condition* -i 
The Boil is rich alluvial, and yiclda abundantly; 
picturesque waterfall bounded my excursion up tbi* I 

. river, and it is from this fall its name is derived^ J 
" Waltangi," or the " crying waters." 

The river Kawakawa, in another direction, is 
gable for vessels of burthen eight or nine miles uptJ 

I in fact it is a continuation thus far of the harbour atm 
the Bay of Islands, but the land on either side is o£fl 
the acclivitous nature before alluded to"; and from thffV 
various detached spots where parties have fixed theit'fl 
isolated abodes, the only means of intercourse witlfcl 
other places is by boats. Vessels may anchor within 
a few hundred yards of the beach at Ivororarika, andf 
the harbour is esteemed perfectly safe ; but when i 
blows hard from the N. E. there is a heavy ground; 
swell': no trade is to be conducted with the natives,. | 
Flax does not grow in the neighbourhood, timber la ' 
scarcer than in Sydney, and what few pigs and 
potatoes are brought by the natives for barter are 
required for home consumption, and they have now 
learnt to demand for their produce more than its full 
value. Few as the Europeans comparatively are 
they are nevertheless divided. The missionary re- 
sidents at Pihea will have no transactions with the 
settlers at Kororarika, and the " old hands" at the 
last-mentioned place combine to prevent new arri- 
vals from selling their goods advantageously. The 
numbers that from false and high-coloured represen- 
tations have flocked to the bay lately have caused 
Btore-room to be very scarce, and the terms most 
exorbitant, and the deluded beings, compelled to part 
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with their goods^ have in many instances been obliged 
to dispose of them at less than cost price ; hence every 
new comer is hailed with the soubriquet of victim. 

Finding no possibility of disposing of my cargo 
without being subject to great loss, I stored it and 
gave instruction for its sale at favourable opportu- 
nities. The schooner being chartered for the "East 
Cape and elsewhere, for the purpose of trading with 
the natives, I agreed with the master to go with 
him as a pai^enger, and on March 28th we weighed 
and stood out to sea. The coast as we passed along 
had the same broken, bluff, repulsive, sterile look. 
Our old friends, the J^oor Knights, Bream Head, 
and Barrier Isles again greeted our view, and on 
April 1st we sighted White's Island, a small sul- 
phuric volcanic isle. It was emitting volumes of 
smoke, and its spectral white sides caused it to 
resemble the ghost of an island " blowing a cloud." 
I was informed that it yielded good sulphur of com- 
merce, but there is no anchorage off it ; landing could 
be effected by boats, but not at all times practicable 
As night approached I expected to see flames issmng 
from the crater, but gradually the smoke became 
less dense, and as the sun went down nothing but a 
thin spiral wreath could be faintly dibcerned. 

April 4th, — Came to anchor in a roadstead off 
Warakaihika, a Kainga or native settlement to the 
southward of Hicke's Bay. The natives came off to us, 
and I went ashore in a double-banked canoe, paddled by 
twenty of them ; the canoe was dubbed out of a single 
tree and appeared so crank that I expected we should 
capsize, but there was no ground for fear. Keeping 
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time with their paddles to a peculiar cry of " Tohia, 
they propelled her along with great dexterity am 
speed, and without shipping a spoonful of ^ 
piloted her through the Burf into a chasm in the 
rocks only sufficiently wide to receive her. On 
landing we were surrounded by natives, who came 
running from all directions to gaze at the Pakihas; 
we were overwhelmed with greetings, and nothing 
could he heard hut " Te-na-ra-ka-kuL" The men 
were fine athletic-built fellows, some tJad in mats 
and others partly in European clothing ; the women 
not very tempting in appearance, and very un- 
graceful in their motions, their gait resembling the 
nwkward waddle of a duck. The old people were 
extremely ugly, so shrivelled and full of harsh wrinkles 
they looked like animated mummies ; numerous chil- 
dren were running about, but they seemed very 
puny, and did not indicate future promise of the 
strength and stature of their progenitors. We found 
that most of the natives could read and write, and 
that all were impressed with notions of the Christian 
religion. One among them officiated as minister: 
prayer was offered three times a day, at break of day, 
nt noon, and at sun-down, all which times of devo- 
tion were observed witli the strictest attention. lu 
every hut was to bo found a testament, prayer 
book, or some other religious token of the exertions 
of the miseiouarios. "Wars between them are in a 
great uioaauro suspended, and the sabbath is observed 
with great sanctity ; they pay great attention to the 
instruction of their teachers, who are natives first 
iMght. by Europeans; and no presents, however 
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eagerly coveted, would cause them to violate the 
Lord^s day. The land here is of the €ame acclivitous 
character ; it ranges far as the eye can see like a 
barrier wall, but it is cultivated by the natives in 
ahnost inaccessible spots. A narrow strip at the foot 
of the perpendicular cliffs, comprising about 800 
acres of table land, is attached to this Kainga. It 
was under good cultivation, being intersected by 
channels for the purpose of irrigation and showing 
crops of potatoes, koomras, tara, maize, melons, pump- 
kins, cabbages, onions, and other vegetables. It is 
well and abundantly watered by springs from above, 
and at any moment by damming the channels they can 
cause it to be overflowed. There is good anchorage 
a mile and a half from the beach, and plenty of sea 
room to up and away if it should come to blow upon 
the land. The natives appear very partial to culti- 
vating the face of the hills ; they contend that the 
crops are better in such situations, probably owing to 
alluvial deposits washed by the heavy rains from 
above. I have seen heavy crops of maize growing in 
such acclivitous positions, as quite fatigued me to 
reach thenu 

Whilst the person who chartered the vessel re- 
mained at Warakaihika to barter with the natives, he 
despatched the schooner to another settlement called 
Bangatukaia, about thirty miles to the southward of 
the East Cape, to take in corn, pigs, potatoes, &c., 
purchased by a trading master in his employ, an 
Englishman, long resident on the coast. This man 
went in the vessel, and I also again honoured her 
with my company. We steered between a small 
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islet HDil the East Cape : it was blowing frefh n'hen 
we arrived oiF Kangatukaia, and a heayy swell was 
setting upon tlie land ; the captain hesitated what to 
do, foFj as olF Warakaihika, there is good holding 
ground, but no shelter for shipping. Wbilst casting 
hia eyes around in doubt he observed breakers outside 
us. This determined hitn and be immediately tacked 
and stood to sea again ; towards afternoon, the weather 
moderating we brought to in eight fatboma' water, 
about two miles distant from the pah. A iai^e war 
canoe came ofi' to ua with thirty natives, and ^ white 
man in her, the latter a runaway seaman; they 
stated they had between two and three hundred 
bushels of maize ready, and as they intended starting 
for Poverty Bay in the morning, they would bring 
it off at daylight. They were as good as their word ; 
and a wild scene it was^three large war canoes 
ornamented with feathers, and beautifully carved stem 
and stem pieces. One of the canoes being con- 
Biderably longer than the schooner came alongside : 
they were filled with naked figures, who threw them- 
selves on board hallooing, shouting, and whooping, 
like imps of darkness. Their canoes were emptied 
and the produce stowed in the hold in a few minutes ; 
and when tliey came to receive payment for their 
labour such an outburst of double discord took place, 
that the confusion of Babel must have been melody 
to it. Some time elapsed before all were satisfied 
and had taken to their canoes ; they then gave a 
flourish with their paddles and pulled away with 
vigorous stroke, keeping time with their blades to 
the inspiriting cry of one of their war songs. Whilst 
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the agent was engaged trying what more trade he 
eould effect^ the captain^ a fellow-passenger^ and my- 
uelf strolled over the hills to survey the country. 
The skipper succumbed before he had proceeded 
three miles^ and left us to gain the summit of a lofty 
hiU, which promised a bird's-eye-view of the sur- 
rounding country. We had to surmount many an 
unexpected hill and hollow 'ere we reached our 
Mount Prospect. Every hill was under cultivation 
in greater oi* less degree, and most of the natives we 
fell in with were engaged in agricultural pursuits. 

Maize seemed to be in abundance, but not, as yet, 
fully ripe. April is the best month for potatoes, and 
May for maize. On gaining the mountain top, the 
country to the southward, far as our gaze extended, 
was all hUl and mountain, the deep narrow gorges 
between being densely wooded, not with available 
timber, but with an impervious interlacing scrub. 
Towards the north, at the back of the bold rising 
ground facing the sea, there appeared a level valley, 
apparently four miles long by two in breadth, through 
which we could discern the meandering course of two 
silvery streams converging towards a gorge leading 
to the sea. Lofty ranges of hill and mountain 
encircle this vale on all sides, and beyond which 
the eye could not penetrate. Having finished our 
survey, we were for making the best of our way back 
again ; but our little Maori guide would conduct us by 
a fresh route, that he might introduce us to as many 
of his countrymen as he could. He led us through 
all the cultivated spots on our way, where we had to 
interchange the friendly shake of the hand and the 
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salutation " Te-na-ra-ka-koi." We were considerably 
Burprised at the loads we saw females earrjing: we 
met on the summit of the highest hill an aged female 
just ascended from the opposite sldej with two baskets 
of potatoes on her back, which could not have weighed 
less than eighty pounds : she did not seem at all in- 
commoded with her burthen, and commenced the 
descent with leas appearance of fatigue than probably 
I exhibited, who was entirely unencumbered. On 
nearing the beach, to our great surprise we saw the 
vessel getting under weigh, and when we reached the 
pah, lol she was standing seaward with a spread of 
canvass. This was mortifying; but no help for it. 
The white blackguard at the pah told us we had 
better start overland for Warakaihlka, and that the 
road was so direct we could not miss it : however, as 
neither relished this advice, we bargained for a guide. 
After some hesitation, one at length offered ; " Come 
on," said he, with a resolute shake of the head, 
tightening his blanket around him ; " come on : " 
and forthwith he led the way. He was a powerfully- 
built fellow, and active as a deer : he could make use 
of one or two English words, but did not understand 
any sentence, and our intercourse was managed by 
signs, with a word dropped now and then. For the 
first eight miles we journeyed along the sea-coast, and 
the guide, to shorten the distance, would catch me by 
the hand as the waves receded, and run me as hard 
as he could, by this raeans cutting off angles and 
securing firmer footing, as the sands just laved by the 
ocean were much harder than where exposed to the 
wind and sun ; but it was fatiguing work, and when 
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we came to ascend the cliflfe I was seized with cramp 
in the thighs, so painful that I was frequently obliged 
to halt. When, however, we had mastered the ascent, 
I forgot my pains, on finding we were about to 
enter the valley we had seen from Mount Prospect. 
Descending, we traversed it in a winding direction ; 
and my companion, who was something of an agri- 
culturist, declared he had never seen richer soil. We 
waded the streams we had noticed, the deepest parts 
at the fords not reaching above our waists : the water 
was intensely cold, and we hastened to resume our 
clothes after we had crossed the first river, but our 
guide signed to us not to do so, indicating, by holding 
up four of his fingers, that we should have to enter it 
four times more. We were joined by several other 
natives as we proceeded, apparently delighted at the 
chance of accompanying us. The land was cultivated 
through the whole extent of the vale, and we noticed 
many separate " kiangas." Our guide asked us if we 
would " kai-kai te dinner," meaning would we eat 
some dinner : signifying our assent, he led us directly 
to the chief pah. Old and young came flocking 
round us; and whilst we were going through the 
salutation ceremony, Toma disappeared. In a few 
minutes, however, he returned, bringing with him a 
basket of cold potatoes : we intimated a desire for hot 
ones, and he made us understand that he had only 
brought these for the present, but that the afternoon 
meal was cooking, and would soon be ready. 

The chief named Ne-pere was a yoimg man, tall 
and very robust : he wrote down his name, and brought 
from his hut several books; they were all much 
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amused at our readiness in reading them, though not 
able to understand a word, and when we used a wrong 
pronunciation, one and all would call out to correct 
U9. Whilst thus engaged, the cramp retunied upon 
me J my toea became distorted, and painful swollinga 
arose in the muaeles of my thighs and legs. On ob- 
Berving this, Ne-pere pressed our staying with him 
that night, promising, if we did, to accompany us in the 
morning to Warakaihilca. We were half disposed to 
stop, but fearing to miss the vessel, we resisted hia hos- 
pitable entreaties. Nc-pere shook his head, and made 
signs that we should never be able to reach Warakai- 
hika that night ; he laid his head upon the ground, and 
closing hia eyes, intimated that we should go to sleep 
before we could get there. He took us into his hut 
and showed us mats, blankets, and coats to keep ua 
warm, and signified that if we would but wait till 
morning we should be refreshed and well able to con- 
tinue our journey. Hia signs were most expressive ; 
but finding that all hia kind entreaties were of no 
avwl, he ceased to press ua, saying in English, " Well, 
. well." The potatoes and other veget.iblc3 being 
ready, a new basket was taken, and the choice of the 
lot being selected and laid before us, a clean mat was 
spread for us to sit on, and we were left to oursclvea, 
The rest helped themselves indiscriminately from the 
oven, and kept at a respectful distance, except Ne-pere 
and Toma, who sat immediately behind us. We were 
a long distance from the sea or brackish water; but 
on contriving to make Ne-pere understand I would 
like some salt, one of his slaves brought me a paper 
of Epsom salts. The repast being done, we distributed 
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what tobacco we had^ and returning thanks in the 
best way we could, bade farewell to the kind group, 
shaking hands with the whole of them. They seemed 
particularly pleased with this shaking of hands, as if 
they deemed it an honour. Our guide acted very 
cavalierly. Seeing we had finished eating, he looked 
at us and just made use of the word "Ready ?" and 
interpreting aright our nod of acquiescence, away he 
started, without leave-taking or anything else, and 
when we overtook him he was at a considerable dis- 
tance from the kainga waiting for us. His non- 
chalance was very amusing. He entered two or three 
huts on the road, and, without addressing a syllable to 
the inmate, coolly helped himself and us to what we 
wanted, and departed in the same silent manner ; nor 
did his countrymen manifest any surprise at this treat- 
ment. Having reached the extremity of the valley, 
by crossing the streams before they formed a con- 
fluence, we again emerged upon the beach, which we 
followed for a few miles till brought to a stand-still by 
the cliffs shooting precipitously from the sea. By some 
subterraneous convulsion, these cliffs had been rent 
asunder, and the yawning ravine or chasm rose wall 
sided for several hundred feet, at the bottom of which 
a dark rolling stream discharged its headlong current, 
and threatened to put a stop to our further progress. 
We were completely at fault, and could not see the 
possibility of continuing our journey. Toma stripped, 
and, taking' me on his shoulders, waded up the stream 
for about fifty yards, landed me on a narrow shelf of 
rock, and then returned for my companion : thus he 
kept wading and landing us on either side the stream 
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as it winded through the dark chasm, till at last there 
appeared no prospect of a resting-place for the foot. 
" Come on," said he ; a-nd to our surprise commenced 
an almost perpendicular ascent. No track was visible, 
and we had to use hands and feet. Now commenced 
our trouhles. Having surmounted the first painful 
ascent, we got into a narrow footpath which led us 
over what appeared to our tired legs an endless 
variety of steep ridges ; sometimes we had to force 
our way through brushwood and fern that reached 
above our heads, and at others we were obHged to 
use the utmost precaution that our feet did not slip 
and precipitate ua into the gulhea below ; and now 
our guide began to play us tricks, thinking he had us 
in hia power. He first demanded one thing and then 
another ; he even requested me to give my trousers 
off my body, saying that I had got another pair on, 
alluding to my drawers, and on our refusing to com- 
ply with hia attempts at extortion, he made as if he 
would leave us : however, finding we were not intimi- 
dated, but continued our career without him, he again 
joined us, and, as if nothing had occurred to excite 
our distrust, he handed me his pipe, and, in a tone of 
the moat friendly confidence, made use of the mono- 
syllable " Smoke ?" As evening approached, he 
became very urgent for us to quicken our speed, 
seemingly entertaining the greatest dread lest dark- 
ness should overtake us. We endeavoured to re- 
assure him by evincing our IndiflTerence ; but still, at 
every halt we made to relieve our fatigued legs, he 
did not fail to torment us with his "Haere! haerel" 
We had been travelling some hours, and were now 



FATIGUING EXERTIONS. 79 

about two-thirds of the way over this interminable 
pass^ when I wa^ so exhausted with fatigue and pain 
proceeding from cramp^ that I made up my mind to 
throw myself amongst the fern, determined to rest 
there tUl morning. On reaching Toma, who was 
somewhat ahead of us, with the intention of declaring 
my resolve, he motioned us to take off our hats, and 
pointed to the sun, which was disappearing in a flood 
of crimson light below the distant sea-girt horizon : 
concealing his face in the folds of his blanket, and 
sinking on his knees, he poured out his evening 
orisons to the Almighty ; he sang a hymn and offered 
several prayers. I was much affected as I looked at 
the wild tattooed savage ; and that scriptural passage 
wherein it is said that the Word of God should be 
preached throughout all nations upon earth, to every 
people and in every tongue, rushed forcibly to my 
recollection. We did not scorn to follow the example 
set us by the converted heathen, and after we had 
concluded our petitions again resumed our journey ; 
and we observed that, from this time, Toma was more 
considerately deferential and attempted no more im- 
positions. Buried in thought, we continued walk- 
ing for some time in silence. Darkness at length 
rendered our footing so precarious, that it required 
the whole of our attention and exertions to keep our- 
selves from falling. Our last descent was particularly 
fatiguing and hazardous ; it was nearly perpendicular. 
The trees entwined their limbs above our heads, 
shutting out what little light we might have received 
from the heavens ; and the blind track was formed by 
the twisted, interlacing roots of trees, that obtruded 
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through the earth. We were literally compelled to 
feel our way, and in inaDy places had to hang on with 
our hands as we groped with our feet for the nest 
rest. It seemed as if we were never to reach the 
bottom ; and wc were bo thoroughly and completely 
knocked up, that our trembling limba well nigh re- 
fiised to support us. At last, like thirsty pilgrims at 
the sight of water, we were once more delighted at 
beholding the beach, and, what enhanced our satis- 
faction, a hut only a stone's throw from us. But 
on signifying our wish to pass the night there, Toma 
betrayed most unequivocal signa of alarm : he shook 
hia head, and hurried quickly past it, muttering 
" Tapi tap," which we subsequently learnt meant 
sacred. From some cause or other the chief of the 
tribe had tabooed it, and until this rite had been re- 
moved, no native dared enter it ; ao we had to trudge 
another weary mile or two in no enviable plight. 

I could scarcely drag one limb after the other, 
and continued loud in my lamentations, when Toma 
suddenly stopped and asked, " Kai-kai ti snpper?'' 
Heartily did wc express our readiness to fall to, at 
whicli he began ascending a sand-hill, leaving ua to 
follow. The moment I attempted to do so, cramp 
in the muscles seized me with tenfold violence, and 
I waa obliged to crawl upon my hands and kneea. 
This was a settler, and I vowed to go no further that 
night. It waa dark as pitch, and Toma appeared 
very anxious to keep us close to his side ; I ridiculed 
his fears, and, I suppose, fancying from that I would 
be a good protection against evil apirita, he caught 
my hand and motioned me to accompany him. But 
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the great reluctance I evinced to move caused him 
to transfer his attention to my companion^ who was 
in rather better condition. Handing me his tinder- 
box and instructing me to get a fire in readiness^ he 
took my companion to aid him in a search for an 
iron pot, secreted for the use of the initiated. Owing 
to the extreme darkness, and Toma's fear of moving 
from my companion's side, they returned unsuccessful, 
but not without forage, as Toma unrolled his blanket 
and produced several heads of green maize and a 
large pumpkin. I had consumed all the tinder in 
a vain endeavour to procure a light, and was 
busily clicking away with the flint and steel, when, 
luckily for my credit, Toma stumbled on the 
smouldering remains of a fire. With lungs in- 
flated like a blacksmith's bellows, he quickly kindled 
a flame, and it was not long before our provender 
was roasting in the ashes. I did not make much of 
a meal, but as for our guide, he despatched enough to 
have satisfied a horse. His appetite appeased, he 
stretched his blanket in the sand before the fire, and 
inviting me to lie down on the edge of it, he rolled 
himself up in the remainder, sheltering my back from 
the wind, which, being only in my shirt and trousers, 
was very acceptable : I got little, if any, sleep, as 
Toma disturbed me by continually rubbing and 
scratching himself, and we were obliged to rise 
frequently to procure wood to feed the fire, for Toma 
would not budge a yard from the light, being as much 
inspired with superstitious dread of the darkness as 
were the Australian blacks. 

TOL. I. G 
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At four o'clock a.m. we again started, onr guide 
having been entreating ua to move since hatf-paat 
two ; but tliia my companion would by no meana 
etand. The veninindcr of our trip, being about twenty 
miles, was along the beach, being a succession of 
long sandy reaches, which occasioned ua much dis- 
appointment, as we were in hopes that every point 
we rounded would be last. Soon as the flushed 
appearance of the eastern horizon announced the 
break of day, Toma quickened hla speed and hurried 
on to a native hut. Not knowing hia motive, we 
waited for him on the beach. Presently he re- 
appeared and beckoned for us, and we found it was 
to join him and the family in morning prayers. The 
decent and respectful attitude with which they 
listened to the one who read, and the fervency with 
which they seemed to feel and utter the responses 
and join in the hymn of praise, would put to the 
blush many of our more civilised congregations. A 
few miles further on wc breakfasted on potatoes at a 
pah, the chief of which accompanied us to Wara- 
kaihika, which haven of rest we contrived to reach 
at half-past ten, never before so Jaded and foot- 
foundered. We found the chief who had accompanied 
us the latter part of our journey had a motive for so 
doing, as, greatly to our surprise, he demanded pay- 
ment for the few potatoes we had eaten, and again 
for carrying my companion across the narrow stream. 
Tobacco is much prized amongst the natives, and 
we started with a good stock, and so long as we had 
it we gave it away freely. This, perhaps, saved us 
from previous similar requests, but as it was the first 
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we had been subjected to, we turned to our guide, 
who looked much mortified and ashamed. 

The schooner did not reach her old anchorage till 
the following morning, haying encountered a stiff gale 
which had carried her considerably to the northward. 
I was not sorry to get to my berth again, as I cannot 
expatiate much on the luxuries of a Maori hut. A 
day or two after, the vessel's hold being filled with 
maize and potatoes, and her deck covered with pigs, 
we again got under weigh for the Bay of Islands. 
The wind freshened till it blew a strong breeze, and 
then commenced rude harmony. What with the 
hoarse roaring of Boreas and the varied notes of 
our live cargo, it was indeed **most musical, most 
melancholy." Defend me from such another freight 
of sweet voices. We arrived in safety at the bay, 
but instead of proceeding direct to Kororarika, I 
accepted an invitation to spend a week or two on 
one of the small islands at the entrance of the 
harbour. Great importance seems to be attached 
to these small islands by parties claiming them, but I 
cannot see why, as there is very little level land upon 
them: they would do very well for persons of in- 
dependent property, who wish to enact Robinson 
Crusoe in a small way ; but in a commercial point of 
view I cgnfess I cannot see their utility. 
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CHAP. V. 

Take Passage in a small Schooner bound to the Thames 
District. — Captain and Crew. — Coromandel Harbour. — 
Cross the Frith in an open Boat for Wakatinai. — Arrival 
at the Maramarua. — Conduct of Chief. — The Maramarua. 

— Waikato River. — ^An Excursion in the Company of Natives. 

— A Night Bivouac broken up by Rain. — A Chief taboos 
himself against himself. — Veneration of the Head by New 
Zealanders. — Their Disregard of the Value of Time. — 
Sleeping in Maori Huts. — The Waipa. — Anecdote of a 
young Giant. — Left in the Lurch. — Relieved by a chance 
Traveller. — Natives attempt at Extortion. — Scene with 
a Fury. — Journey back. — Burning Co^,!. — The Animal 
and Vegetable Kingdom glanced at. — The Return to Coro- 
mandel Harbour. — A " Plant" discovered, not a botanical 
one. — Removal of a Taboo. — Tale of a Pipe. — Natives 
jolly. — He that can help himself will find plenty to assist 
him. — New Zealand Tactics. — English Lnpudence. — Hot 
Springs at Wakatinai. — Excursion up the River Thames. 

— Construct a Steamer. — A Fracas from sleeping uncon- 
sciously on tabooed Ground. — Two Chiefs blown up with 
Gunpowder. — Mischievous Influence of Atua Chiefs.— 
Scene round a sick Couch. — A Halt at the Mouth of the 
River. — A Religious Thief. — Anecdote of a Suicide. — 
Estimate of New Zealanders* Character. — " Wasteful Billy." 

— A sick Headache. — Put up for the Night at a Sawyer's 
Station. — The River Thames. 



** I Ve put my foot on earth's most distant strand. 
And traversed many a wild and savage land." 



Desirous of seeing the lauded district of the Thames, 
I broached the idea to my compsmion of the East 
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Cape excursion; and we again agreed to become 
travelling companions. We secured a passage in a 
small coasting schooner^ and early one Sunday morn- 
ing made a start for this highly praised district. 
The passage was rendered amusing by the eccen- 
tricities of our crew and passengers. The captain was 
a little dare-devil of a Scotchman, who took great 
delight in exciting the nervous apprehensions of a 
great lout of a fellow, a countryman of his, who was 
in constant dread of some accident occurring. ^^ Little 
Jock," as we used to call the skipper, would sling the 
deep sea-lead against the side of the vessel near the 
berth occupied by this man of tremors, and then 
sing out to clear away the boat, in order to cause his 
fears to induce him to show his nose upon deck. 
One of the crew seemed as if he had been raked 
from a dunghill, for a filthier union of dirt and rags 
I never saw, and he was honoured with the appella- 
tive of the dogVmeat-man ; a darkey, made still 
darker by dirt, was our cook ; and two New Zealand 
boys who spoke broken English, completed the vessel's 
complement : one of the latter expressed much satis- 
faction at my companion's conduct, but didn't like 
me at all, as he said I was too fond of " te kyrak." * 
We sailed past several small islands In the estuary of 
the Thames, and dropped anchor In Waihao or Coro- 
mandel harbour, a small, well-sheltered harbour, 
formed by an Island and the main. I was much 
struck, on landing, with the appearance of the beach ; 
it was literally one mass of oysters ; and the rocks all 

* Sky-larking. 
o 3 
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round the island, and the shore on the main oppositej 
was in lite manner swarming with clusters of thee 
bivalve fiah, which are well flavoured, and often , 
caused me to apoil my dinner. After a day or two's 
stay on the island, we agreed with the owner of a 
small boat for a paseage to "Wakatinai, on the opposite 
aide of the Frith, a distance of about thirty miles 
from where we were ; intending to cross the country 
to Waikato river, where a friend of oura had long re- 
sided. The shore on either side the Frith rises 
abrupt, rugged, and broken ; we were becalmed 
when about one-third of the way across, and enjoyed 
the luxury of passing two nights on the water in an 
open boat. 'Twas bitter cold, and heavy dewa fell 
during the night. There was a very large kainga at 
the landing-place, and some of the natives were as 
big and athletic as any men I have seen. With 
some diflSculty and hard bargaining, we engaged two 
Btout young fellows to carry our traps and serve as 
guides. The features of the country we traversed 
were hilly and swampy ; in a distance of one or two 
and twenty miles we crossed not less than forty 
awamps, varying in breadth from one to five hundred 
yards, and from ankle to waist deep in the crossing 
places. On arriving at the Maramarua, a tributary 
of the Waikato, we found a temporary station and 
several natives j it was nearly sun-down, and I felt 
tired and unwell : there were several canoes there, 
and the chief wanted to treat with us then for re- 
newing our journey in the morning ; but finding he 
wanted to impose upon us, and not being in spirits 
to " argue the point," I walked into the only shed 
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there was, a. sort of cook-house, and the only place 
where there was a fire ; and taking out my blankets, 
rolled myself in them as close to it as possibe, and 
with my carpet-bag for a pillow, turning a deaf ear 
to all importunities, was soon fast asleep; for the 
natives, finding we would neither listen nor reply, 
ceased troubling us^ and the sacredness of the chiePs 
person debarred his coming into any place where 
food was cooked. Nor did I envy him his notions of 
caste ; for, cold and frosty as the air was, he remained 
crouched in it the whole night; his back merely 
sheltered by a few rushes from the wind. Before 
my senses were closed to the world, I called to him, 
and beckoned him to approach ; but he replied, in 
the figurative language of his country, that the place 
was too low for him, he could not enter, and one of 
our boys contrived to make us understand, that if 
we would speak with the Kangatara we must go to 
him, as he was too great a chief to rise. Being too 
unwell to contend about the matter, we left him in 
the unenvied enjoyment of his unsocial dignity. 
Next morning I awoke about five o'clock, free from 
pain, full of spirits, and prepared for debate ; the 
Kangatara or chief, on commencing business, opened 
his mouth to an unmerciful extent, and, persuaded that 
he had us in his power, sought by a deal of knavish 
cunning, to extort most exorbitantly. As neither 
could talk the language of the other, he wilfully mis- 
interpreted our signs, and insisted upon receiving most 
exorbitant pay for the hire of a canoe, as he would 
not understand that the canoe was to be returned by 

the guides* When at length, after much squabbling, 
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we had arranged liiattersj we told the boys to jump 
in and lose no more time ; but no, the chief had in- 
cited them not to Etir, unless we firat gave them a 
sovereign each, and, however willing they might have 
been to accompany ua, they dared not act contrary 
to his injunctions. At thia I bur^t out laughing, and 
calling to my companion, we jumped into the canoe, 
determined to find our own way, though neither of 
us could boaat of our skill at handling the paddle ; 
but OS we were shoving off, the chief dashed down 
the bank and seized the paddles, giving ua to under- 
stand, that though we had bought the canoe wc had 
not paid for them. Incensed and reckless of conse- 
quences, I again leapt ashore, and snatched away the 
payment I fiad given, and after having exhausted a 
vocabulary of Maori abuse upon him, which vocabu- 
lary had been drawn up as a safeguard for ua, that 
we might not full into danger by using any of the 
words therein contained, ive commenced fastening our 
carpet bags and blankets to our shoulders, resolving 
to return rather than submit to his exactions. The 
dark savage's eyca glistened, aud his mouth worked, 
and I have often wondered since how he reatrained 
himself; but I was utterly regardless, and defied him. 
"We were turning away when tho boys came as in- 
tercessors, and, after a sharp and angry controversy, 
we gave the lads five shillings each, and paid half a 
pound of tobacco for the two paddles. They invariably 
insist upon payment down, not reposing much con- 
fidence in our good faith. 

The Maramarua is the most extraordinarily wrig- 
gling river that ever I beheld ; it winds about like the 
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convolution of a snake, and the greater part of it is so 
narrow, and the bends so abrupt, that it is impossible 
to turn a canoe in it. We were compelled to get out 
at these turnings, and by two dragging at the stem, 
and two pushing at the stern, would set her going 
again. Instead of a river it appears more like a 
passage forced by the natives through an immense 
flax swamp : it abounds with wild ducks and eels, and 
at almost every hundred yards you will find an eel- 
pot fixed. I cannot form any idea of the length of 
this river in a direct course from our starting place 
to the Waikato. We commenced our journey at 
eight o'clock in the morning, stopped an hour on 
the way, and about four in the afternoon burst sud- 
denly upon the Waikato, and I suppose we proceeded 
at the rate of four miles an hour. The Waikato 
presented a fine appearance, compared with the 
wriggling creek we had just left ; but I was much 
disappointed, for though the sheet of water is of 
considerable width, it is at the same time shallow, 
and full of sand spits : there is no timber on its banks, 
nor did I see any in the immediate neighbourhood. 
The soil I cannot consider good, it being either of a 
light spongy nature, composed chiefly of what is called 
pumice stone, or of a red burnt sandy nature, except 
where the banks are nearly on a level with the 
water, and the land consequently always in a state 
of partial irrigation. It here seems black and good, 
and the flax plant grows most luxuriantly, attaining 
the height of fourteen or fifteen feet : in short, the 
Waikato is considered the flax district of the island, 
but, taken generally, it presents the same appearance. 
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aa the rest of the country, being broken and uneven, 
hilly and swampy, and bearing evident marka of 
ita volcanic formation. We reached the kainga 
where our countryman was residing, at seven o'clock 
in the evening ; the natives crowded to see us, but 
when we were about to partake of refreshments, they 
all quitted the house, excepting the head chief, who 
sat himself down on the opposite side of the room, 
eyeing with stern curiosity the two strangers. Our 
friend had hinted the customs of Europeans lo eat in 
privacy, and at a word from their chief they all 
retired. Wc found our friend on the point of re- 
moving from the native settlement, to a house and 
store] he had built, three miles higher up the river, 
as, in consequence of his wife not liking the presence 
of the natives, disturbances would continually ensue, 
and he found hia influence with them gradually 
becoming less. We arrived opportunely to aid him 
in the transportation of hia goods and chattels. The 
natives assisted with great alacrity, and my wonder 
was frequently excited at the ponderous burthens 
the women carried. 

The current of the river is very rapid, which ren- 
ders it exceedingly fatiguing and tedious to convey 
goods up it. The practice is to keep as close in to 
the banks as possible, to avoid the full force of 
the current ; and canoes are by far the preferable 
mode of conveyance, as the paddles do not require 
the extensive sweep that oars do, nor does the canoe 
draw so much water aa the boat. Whale boats have 
been used upon the river, but they do not answer, 
and they have invariably been obliged to put the 
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oars aside, and have recourse to native paddles. It 
appears that when our friend arrived amongst the 
natives this last time^ they were rejoiced to see 
him, and forsook their plantations in the season of 
planting, to aid him in bringing his goods across from 
Manukao. They were six weeks engaged in doing so, 
and such was their strict integrity, that our friend 
did not lose a single'article ; but the poor fellows, 
in consequence of having neglected their plantations, 
were now without potatoes, which form the staple 
of their diet, and nineteen or twenty canoes of 
them were going a long way up the river to borrow 
supplies, or to a potatoe feast as it is colloquially 
termed ; the tribe they intended visiting having been 
down to them, some time previously, to a dried eel 
feast. Our friend was also suffering from "short 
commons," and my chief object being to gain as 
much insight of the country, and the customs of its 
people, as I could, we agreed to participate in the 
feast. Accordingly nineteen canoes, each containing, 
on an average, fifteen persons, set off one afternoon, 
and a very animating spectacle it was. The air re- 
sounded with their different songs and energetic 
shouts, the paddles keeping time to the measure; 
each canoe had a singer ; but the one in ours was the 
most famous on the river : the refrain was joined in 
by all hands, and then the canoe would seem to be 
ploughing through the water. As night drew near, 
we bivouacked on a small islet covered with fern. 
The moon was shining brilliantly, and the various 
swarthy groups seated around the different fires, their 
wild garbs, and dark tattooed features, illuminated 
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with the ruddy glare, lent a singularly picturesque 
effect to the scene, when, oh sorrow 1 at one o'clock p.m. 
it came on to rain ia a mercilessly pelting style : then 
was scramble, hurry eliurry ; some commenced form- 
ing temporary shelters by bending the flax leaves, 
and weaving them into an umbrageous form ; othera 
gathered up their traps, ran to their canoes, and com- 
menced pulling down the river again to a deserted 
settlement six miles off: we followed the latter ex- 
ample, not relishing the prospect of a night's exposure 
to the pitiless storm. The ready kindness of the 
natives was manifested on this occasion, for on our 
arrival we found that those who had preceded ue 
had prepared the best house for our reception, and 
a good fire to comfort us. As a proof that the 
chiefs do not preserve their authority over the rest 
without some personal sacrifice, Taowira, the most 
influential chief on the river, sat all night in the 
open air, exposed to a perfect deluge of rain ; his 
person being too sacred to allow of his sleeping in any 
of the deserted houses. The chief had the orphan 
daughter of a brother with him, a little child for whom 
he seemed to entertain great solicitude : the little 
thing remained carefully nestled beneath his blanket, 
and in the morning Taowira combed out the en- 
tangled masses of her hair : but by this act bis hands 
became tabooed even to hiinaelf, so that he could not 
use them in taking food, nor could he light his own 
pipe ; and it was amusing to sec one of his slave 
women take hia pipe, light it, and then transfer it 
from her mouth to his, Taowira's hands being all 
this time enug under hia blanket. The taboo lasted 
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three days^ and I happened to be absent when the 
ceremony of removing it took place. The head^ we 
may remark, is held by the New Zealanders in great 
veneration ; no greater indignity can be offered than 
by touching their hair or alluding to their head in an 
offensive way : many serious fracas have taken place 
between Europeans and them, from a wanton or ig- 
norant violation of this observance. 

We were detained by heavy rains two or three 
days in one spot, and our progress up the river was 
very slow. The natives do not understand the value 
of time ; so long as they can procure warm clothing 
and fill their bellies, they care not how they pass their 
days, nor can they comprehend why an European 
wishes to hurry on his journey. Vegetables being their 
chief food, after they have undergone the trouble of 
preparing the ground for the reception of the seed, 
they eschew hard labour till the time of gathering the 
crops. All our persuasions could not induce them to 
quicken their movements ; no, they had plenty of food 
with them, and they could not see why they should be 
put to unnecessary exertion. The flax plant and the 
skins of dogs supply them with materials for clothing, 
which the women dress and prepare, and, as far as my 
observation extended, a more than due proportion of 
labour falls to the lot of the women, as, independent 
of their domestic duties, they engage in planting and 
digging, and participate in nearly all the out-door 
labour of their lords. Since Europeans have intro- 
duced luxuries into the land, they find that if they 
would possess a continuance of them, they must make 
suitable returns, and consequently many have of late 
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been induced to cultivate more land than their own 
immediate wants require. Tobacco has become an 
absolute necessary of life with theui; and blankets are 
much coveted, being warmer and more pleasant to the 
skin than mats; and as other wants are created amongst 
them by the introduction of European habits, so will 
they learn more fully to ajipreciate the value of time. 
At another halting place, wc were detained three days 
by the continuance of wet weather, and wc had the 
luxury of sleeping in a hut with aboiit forty natives : 
there we were, jammed together on the ground like 
pilchards in a barrel, Nga Maori lying at our feetj 
our heads, and by our sides. Not anticipating that 
I should be detiuned out longer than three or four 
days, I had taken no change of clothing with me ; 
and on one or two occasions of getting wet through, 
I had no other course but to wrap a blanket round my 
shoulders^ /« maori, whilst myother habilimentswere 
drying ; and I must disclose the truth, such close 
bodily contact with our dark-skinned friends did not 
tend greatly to the comfort of our persons, for we 
speedily became — tell it not in Gath — covered with 
vermin. Great was my horror at the discovery, and 
great waa our friend's diversion ; for as he was an 
old resident, they never molested him ; and he used 
to scream with laughter as my companion and myself 
proceeded every morning to the water, to shake our 
ahirts in the wind, and bury our heads in the stream : 
not that the loathsome insects infested our heads; 
they were too lazy to crawl so high. They are mon- 
sters in size, and would stick to our linen with their 
hind legs, whilst they bancnietted on our backs. They 
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are nick-named " heavy dragoons " by the old hands ; 
and fleas they call " light cavalry : " but body vermin, 
fleas, musquitos, and sand-flies confine their attacks 
principally to new comers. Our friend who was 
exposed in every respect as we were, yet remained 
entirely free from intruders. 

There was nothing gratifying, or to call for remark, 
on either side the river, till we reached the point 
where it forks into two branches, one called the Horotu, 
the other the Waipa. The scenery about the Waipa is 
picturesque, and the soil is good immediately on the 
banks. About sixty miles beyond the termination of 
our jaunt, we were informed that the land was level, 
rich, and exceedingly fertile to a considerable extent ; 
but this I cannot vouch for. The whole of the 
Waikuto district must have been at one time very 
thickly populated : it abounds with the remains of 
native fortifications, and the meaning of Waipa is the 
water of fortified villages. Our patience becoming ex- 
hausted by the dilatory movements of our deliberate 
escort, we resolved on abandoning it, and engaged a 
small canoe at the kainga we last rested at, and pro- 
ceeded to finish our journey by our own exertions ; but 
this we were not allowed to do ; for we had scarcely 
pulled six miles, when we were hailed from the banks, 
and, after a conversation of nearly an hour's length, 
the party hailing us launched a large canoe, and ten 
strapping fellows jumped into it, to bear us to the end 
of our destination. Their leader was a gigantic 
young fellow between six and seven feet high, finely 
formed, and rendered notorious and terrible to his foes 
from the fact of his having been shot through the body 
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in a bloody conflict in tlie river, and afterwards sur- 
viving, though carried awfty as dead ; the ball had 
entered Iiis right side, traversed his clieat, and pa^ed 
out on the left side. He is the hero of many hundreds 
of BOQgs on account of his gallantry and during. On 
one occasion he and three others had gone up the 
river, beyond the limits of safety, and unexpectedly fell 
into an ambush ; a war canoe with twenty hands in it 
was lying in wait for him, and when he appeared 
■within range of musket-shot, the whole party, in their 
impatience, fired a volley and gave chase. Nga 
Maori are miserable marksmen, and not one of the 
shot took eifect. Seeing the extremity to which they 
were reduced, the four gave way; dear life was at 
stake; the current waa with them, but it aJeo favoured 
their enemies": desperation lent them strength ; they 
kept their distance, they even gained a little ; but 
no, the struggle was too unequal, — in vain they used 
their utmost efforts, gradually their foes encroached 
upon them : observing this, and that their own 
strength was failing, the tall young fellow, conscious 
that his opponents' arms were discharged, rose from 
bis seat, and taking deliberate aim, fired : two fell to 
rise no more, and a third tumbled off the thwarts into 
the water ; the canoe was stopped to take in the 
■wounded sinking wretch, and then Seven Feet, 
uttering a shout of derision, applied all hb strength 
to the paddle, and accomplished their escape. 

Our canoemen requested payment for their services, 
which waa conceded them ; but on our refusing to 
extend similar payment to a little boy whom they had 
brought with them, we found ourselves next morning 
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left in the lurch. They had taken away the canoe, 
leaving us without the chance of returning for some 
time as they imagined ; but it so happened that an 
Englishman^ who had been traversing the country 
collecting pigs, came down the river at this critical 
moment, and immediately accommodated us with 
his canoe. We were detained a couple of days by 
the obstinacy of the natives, who would, yet would 
not, barter with us ; they threatened to starve our 
friend out, and talked of compelling all Europeans to 
quit the country. This was only an attempt to 
extort disproportionate terms ; but finding they per- 
sisted, we laughed at them, packed up our traps, and 
proceeded to launch the canoe. This signal of our 
being in earnest brought them to their senses; fellows 
came scrambling down the bank in all directions with 
baskets of potatoes on their backs, and soon we had 
more than we could convey ; but being disgusted 
with the whole mob we did not wait the arrival of 
the party who were coming to the feast. Whether 
selfishness is a natural feature in New Zealand cha- 
racter, or whether it has been taught them by their 
intercourse with Europeans I know not; but we 
were greatly annoyed by their attempts at exaction. 
As we were returning we stopped in the afternoon 
to kindle a fire on the banks of the Waipa to cook 
some potatoes, when a party came and demanded 
payment for our so doing. "Omai ti utn" (give 
me the payment) was eternally in their mouths. 
**Yes, I'll give you payment," said the owner of 
the canoe, who was familiar with the language. 
" Here, give me some wood " (the natives were dis- 
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charging wood at the time from two large canoea). 
Down he went, and sia fast aa they handed it out ao 
he received it and placed it on his fire, they imagin- 
iug he was carrying it to their stack ; hut when the 
old woman, the proprietreea of the wood, discovered 
the cheat, a most ludicrous scene took place. She 
waa a hideous- looking creaturcj naked to the waist, 
blind with one eye, her face ahrivetled and lined with 
a thousand wrinkles, nnd her coarse grizzled hair 
in wild disorder resembling knots of twisted sn.ikea ; 
her sightless ball protruded horribly, whilst the other 
glistened like a spark of fire. She stretched out 
her long skinny arms and talon-like fingers, and 
fairly foamed with fury as she endeavoured to snatch 
the wood from the fire; but the "white man" 
seized a red-hot brand, and every time she made the 
attempt he would thrust it at her, whilst she yelled 
again at her disappointment. Macbeth'a witches 
were beaten hollow. The natives could not stand it, 
and exploded with such uproarious laughter, that the 
demoniacal old hag waa fain to turn away and hide 
herself. I was nearly getting into a scrape here, for 
on coming down the bank, foi^etting the sacred 
character of their heads, I carelessly leaped over a 
group of four or five who were seated in my way. 
They started and gave me a very fiendish sort of 
scowl, which I returned with a broad grin, and our 
friend happening to be by, prevented further ill 
consequences by explaining my ignorance of their 
customs, at which they evinced a surly sort of satis- 
faction ; but I shoidd not like to have renewed the 
feat. We were not ^uite so long in reaching our 
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friend's house as we had been in making the journey 
from it ; our canoe was manned by ten stout New 
Zealanders and four Englishmen; and every time Nga 
Maori relaxed in their exertions we jeered and set 
the example of continued paddling, so that with the 
current and our manful plying we estimated that we 
accomplished more than one hundred miles in ten 
hours. One of the lads was a famous singer, and he 
cheered us with his wild chaunts nearly the whole 
way, by which means we contrived to maintain ad- 
mirable stroke ; occasionally when he took a breath- 
ing spell I would take up the burden, adapting 
English words to their tune, but we found they all 
left off pulling to listen, so I was obliged to desist 
notwithstanding their reiterated cries of " Tena ! 
Tena!" (Go on I Go on I) 

Not far from our friend's house, there is a 
fresh-water lake at the foot of a range of mountains, 
and through the very centre of it runs a stream of 
salt water. A large coal district is also close at hand, 
which accidentally took fire ; at the time I write it 
had continued burning for upwards of two years. 
This coal might serve for steamers if the river was 
navigable for any available purpose, but in many 
places it is so shallow that a whaleboat cannot pass. 
It is a singular fact that there are no peculiar quad- 
rupeds indigenous to New Zealand, and only one 
or two varieties of birds. There are no venomous 
reptiles, and a person may lay himself down to sleep 
in any part of the country without fear of injury from 
noxious animals. There are few shrubs^ and one or 
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two varieties of vegetables only indigenous to the 
country ; but most of the fruits and vegetables have 
been introduced by Cook and other voyagers. 

As the owner of the canoe was bound to "Waihao 
we availed ourselves of hia escort. Having plenty of 
hands to collect fern for our beds, and to procure 
us firewood and water, and the weather fortunately 
proving fine, the jaunt was tolerably pleasant, though 
it took us five days to reach Wakatiwai, as we 
could not pursue our former track, the canoe we 
were now in being three times the size of the other. 
One night we had to sleep on a smaU dry patch of 
sand, not above ten feet square, after several abor- 
tive attempts to continue our journey. The night 
was piercingly cold, and the water intensely so, and 
I cmiM not but admire the indifference with which 
the lads threw off their blankets to force the canoe 
along, sometimes plumping up to their necks, and at 
others being only ankle-deep. They appeared insen- 
sible to cold or fatigue, but my blood was chilled by 
the biting influence of the night atmosphere. At 
last, it being past midnight and very dark, wo 
agreed to rest till day-dawn on the patch above men- 
tioned. On leaving the Maramama we arrived at a 
different landing-place from where we took our de- 
parture, and there were evident traces of pigs having 
recently preceded us, which when our boys observed 
they commenced beating the bush in all directions. 
I wondered at the meaning of this manoeuvre, but soon 
found it was not without an object, for in a little 
time they returned bringing with them half the car- 
case of a large hog partially roasted. It appears they 
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had discovered signs of one having been killed^ and 
concluding the party could not carry the whole away, 
they dispersed in search of the " plant," which in case 
of discovery is fair game amongst them. The natives 
rarely kill pigs on their own account, excepting on 
great occasions or feasts, and when they do sit down 
to a feed of flesh, the sight is any thing but agreeable. 
They eat most voraciously, and gorge to repletion ; 
each man consuming as much as would satisfy four 
English ploughmen. Our lads formed no exception 
to this disgusting rule, and though it was only mid- 
day when they had completed their feed, we could not 
induce them to proceed more than four miles further 
that day, when we bivouacked for the night. • Next 
morning the natives refused to carry our luggage unless 
we would agree to give a pound of tobacco to each 
man of the party. " Very well," said I, " don't, we'll 
carry it ourselves." At this they all laughed and 
seemed mightily entertained, and one of them cried 
out in broken English, *^ Very goodee, very goodee, 
te pakiha makee carry." Preparatory to starting, one 
of the natives, in cutting the rind off a piece of pork 
to grease his musket, gashed his finger with the 
knife: he immediately dropped it and called to another 
of the party, who taking it up, and sticking it into a 
potato that was boiling over the fire, peeled it with 
the same knife, and placing it on its point, put it into 
the mouth of the man who had cut himself. On in- 
quiring the meaning of this ceremony, I was told that 
in consequence of the knife having drawn the blood of 
a chief, it became tabooed, and no one could use it till 
the taboo was removed, which was taken off by this 
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operation. I remember on another occasion when 
these same lads were with us at the Waikato, one of 
them was playing with tlie pipe of a slave, who had 
been lent to our friend by Taowira. " Take care," 
said Ekao, the slave, " you don't break that pipe." 
"What if I do?" returned the other. 
" Why, your mat will hardly be payment for it?" 
Such an answer would have caused his instant 
death in former times, and nothing could have saved 
him; as it was, the young chief seized him by the 
throat, and one of his compauious sprang at him vf ith 
a knife, and would have parsed it through his body 
had not the wife of our friend who arrived at the 
moment rushed in between them and prevented it. 
I heard her shrieks, and ran out. She was abusing 
them with great vehemence, and keeping them off in 
fine style. But master Ekao himself was not at all 
disposed to prove an unresisting martyr ; he had freed 
himself from the grasp of the chiefj and now stood 
stark naked, armed with a billet of wood and snorting 
at the nostrils like a hull, with his fright and exer- 
tion. He was a short thick-necked fellow, and the 
play of his muscles would have afforded a fine treat 
to a student of anatomy : however, this was not the 
time for indulging such speculations —Ek ao's life was 
in danger, and approaching the chief I quietly dis- 
armed him of the knife, at the same time telling him, 
if he wanted to fight, to go down to the pah and not 
create brawls in the presence of a white woman. 
Upon this they again laid hold of poor Ekao and 
tried to drag him away, but he again shook himself 
free ; and aa I would suffer no fighting there, they 
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agreed to wait till his pakiha master came home, when 
they threatened to take vengeance. But by that 
time their anger had evaporated, the pipe, the cause 
of the uproar, having been smashed to atoms, as the 
slave would never have dared smoke it again. 

Finding the lads persisted in refusing to carry our 
luggage without such exorbitant payment, we made 
bands from the flax plant and strapped it on our 
shoulders. At first they set up a loud laugh, but 
when they saw how heedlessly we walked away with 
our burden, they came running after us, making signs 
for us to put it down. This was what we expected, 
and we therefore spumed them from us and continued 
our coursjB. I overtook one of the lads, who had 
started the first thing in the morning, sweating under 
the burden of a large wooden chest and other things. 
" What I" said he, "poys no goodee ? Tam te poys' 
proory eyes." I am unconscious at what seminary 
he acquired these elegant expletives, but I think 
they were the only words meant for English I heard 
him utter. We had jogged along for about four 
miles, and had passed through three wide swamps, 
when we stopped for a breathing spell, as my burden 
did not weigh less than eighty pounds. Whilst 
resting, the remainder of the party came up, and one 
of the lads stole through the fern, and secured my 
bundle to his back. I was advised not to notice him, 
as we had still seventeen or eighteen long miles to 
go, and over no pleasant road, otherwise I had made 
up my mind to carry it myself, to show we were 
independent of them when we chose ; but as the lad 
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voluntarily assumed tlie load without Btipulation for 
payment, I considered it good policy to let him 
groan under it. "Wc made another halt on the top 
of a high hill overlooking the country, and here the 
natives gave ua a specimen of their mode of fighting. 
They daahed about in a zigzag course from right to 
left, still advancing, going through the motions of 
loading and firing, but never staying for an instant 
longer than to discharge their pieces. I inquired 
their motive for such tactics, and they answered, 
because they would not stand as marks for the enemy 
to fire at. During their manoeuvres they kept up a 
hideous yelling, and made the ugliest grimaces, 
a practice which they adopt either to conceal their 
own fears or to endeavour to frighten others. But 
all this mock display subsided on the man who was 
with us turning his back and stooping and calling 
out to them to fire ; they instantly dropped their 
muskets, and sneaked away, looking as sheepish as 
possible, and never again attempted to show off 
before ua. The wind was blowing strong from the 
eastward, and the fire we had kindled to heat some 
water communicated to tlie fern on the hill side, 
which spreading with great rapidity, the whole 
surface was presently in a state of conflagi'ation, 
blazing, roaring, and consuming every thing before 
it. The very soil was burnt and embrowned, and 
yet a few weeks after the fern was as tliick as ever, 
and not the slightest trace of fire could be distin- 
guished. We regained the settlement at Wakatiwai 
on a Sunday evening, and nearly all the natives 
were engaged in church service. Many a curioiu 
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eye was turned towards the strangers as we passed 
through the Kianga^ but no one quitted his devotion 
to come to us. I arrived first at the settlement, 
having outstripped my companions by nearly half an 
hour. Anxious to arrive at my journey's end, some- 
what fatigued, and not wishing to be troubled with 
questions I could not answer, I took no notice of 
the various parties I met, and it was quite laughable 
to witness the curious expression of their faces at 
my dogged nonchalance. I have often reflected 
since at the cool impudence we English possess, and 
at the way we treat these poor fellows. Fancy one 
or two comparative pigmies traversing a country of 
savages, knowing nothing of the language, entering 
houses "sans c^r^monie," helping themselves to 
whatever might be in their way, the natives looking 
on with deferential awe, bullying chiefs upon their 
own land regardless of consequences — and yet this 
I have often done without a thought of my arrogant 
assumption. In leaving behind you a few trifles, 
which to the natives are important gifts, you become 
so sensible of the disparity between them and you 
that you lose all sense of having intruded. Never- 
theless, I almost wonder that the natives submit to it : 
nothing but an intuitive perception of our intellectual 
superiority would induce them to do so, as it is well 
known that they do not lack physical capabilities. 
There are several hot springs in the vicinity of 
Wakatiwai of sufficient heat to scald a pig or a fowl ; 
there is also a spring of a similar nature in the 
neighbourhood of the Waikato river, but I was 
prevented seeing it. 
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A vessel was observed Ijing at anctor about six 
miles lower down the estuary than where we rested 
for that niglit, and at early dawn my compamon and 
I started ahead to secure, if pOBsible, passages to 
Waihno. Instead of proceeding along the beach, we 
made a straight cut of it ; passing through several 
plantations of potatoes, maize, &c., we met several 
natives, but merely exchanged the usual .greeting of 
" Te na ra ka kui." We reached the beach in time to 
secure a passage ; the master was loosing his topswla 
when we hailed: we entered into the necessary 
agreement, and about half an hour after our fellow 
traveller came up with his mob, hurrying along the 
beach ; and when he came on board, we learnt that 
he narrowly escaped a serious " fracas," as one par- 
ticular point of the beach was tabooed, and had it 
not been for his excellent knowledge of the language, 
lie certainly would have been plundered of every 
thing he had. It was well for my companion and me, 
that in our innocence we avoided this danger. The 
settlements of the natives are numerous in this dis- 
trict, and it appeared, to my judgment, to be the 
best cultivated and the most picturesque of any I 
bad yet seen in New Zealand. 

Whilst waiting at Waihao for an opportunity to 
get to the Bay of Islands, a Scotch gentleman pro- 
posed that we should join him in an excursion up 
the Thames river. Having nothing better to occupy 
our time, we agreed to do so ; we could not engage 
natives to i-ow for us, and to obviate this dif&eulty 
the projector of the excursion constructed a pair of 
paddJe-wheeJs tc^ attach to his whide-boat by an iron 
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crank fixed to the axles. Having got all things 
ready, off we started, amidst the cheering of those 
assembled to witness the first " steamer " set going in 
New Zealand : two of us sat one on either thwart, 
facing each other, and worked the crank, whilst the 
other steered spell and spell ; and steaming work we 
found it : but we contrived to propel her along as 
fast as four men with oars could have done. Both 
wind and tide were against us, which rendered it 
very fatiguing; notwithstanding, we overtook a 
canoe paddled by fourteen natives. We excited the 
utmost astonishment all along as we went, the 
natives crowding down to the beach to gaze at us : 
nor did we cease in our manful exertions till past 
midnight, when symptoms of exhaustion began to 
betray themselves. We had laboured thus hard in the 
expectation of gaining the residence of a white man, 
where we hoped to have received good cheer, and to 
have refreshed ourselves ; but the night closed in so 
dark, we could not distinguish objects. When we 
imagined we were somewhere near the spot, we 
shouted, and heard responding cries ; but though we 
continued to hail, they were not repeated, and there 
being many sunken rocks between us and the shore, 
with rugged, sharp projections, we thought it more 
prudent to proceed higher up, where it was free 
from these ugly customers, and beach it for the night. 
Accordingly, we did so ; and whilst the others were 
securing the boat and getting out the traps, I w«nt 
in search of a roosting place, and to collect drift- 
wood for a fire. 

The coast, on either side the estuary save here 
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and tliero, as I have before remarked, rises almost 
prccipitouBly from the water, and to the eye it ap- 
pears covered with an impenetrable scrub. I selected) 
for our night's encampment, a sandy spot at the foot 
of a gorge or chasm of the hills, beneath the wide- 
spreading branches of a noble tree ; a torrent came 
down this gorge at times, as was evident from the 
accumulation of lifeless trunks and branches of trees 
which must have been swept from above — but now 
there was only a trickling stream. We soon had a 
roaring fire under weigh, and when we had taken off 
our wet clothes and hung them up to dry, wrapped 
In our blankets, we contrived, by the aid of some tea 
and cold food we had with us, to pass a very agreeable 
and profitable hour ; and shortly after, the comfort- 
able glow occasioned by satisfied hunger and a cheering 
fire prepared us for slumber, and we sank back on 
our beds of leaves, and became lost to all fatigue in 
a deep sleep. I was roused from this comfortable 
state of insensibility by an extraordinary jabbering, 
and on raising myself discovered an old long-bearded 
Maori, who was talking and gesticulating in a very 
energetic strain. On finishing his address, of which 
I did not comprehend one Bjdlable, he retired to the 
distance of forty paces and sat down. Scarcely awake, 
unable to fathom the meaning of this mysterious 
proceeding, and not being willing to disturb my com- 
panions, I beckoned the old man to me again ; with 
much hesitation he came, and having enlightened me 
with a similar display of unintelligible oratory, once 
more placed the same distance between us. Deeming 
at be something more in this than met t 
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eye, with considerable reluctance I awoke my com- 
panions, and apprised them of what was going on : 
our Scotch Archimedes, who was best acquainted 
with the language, hastened to the old fellow for an 
explanation ; but he came back much faster than he 
went, and urged us to lose no time In getting every- 
thing Into the boat and launching her, for we had 
been sleeping on tabooed ground, and run the risk of 
being robbed, or atoning for our error by cumpulsory 
payment. In the blissful confidence of my Ignorance, 
I curled my lip In scornful pride, and vowed I would 
neither submit to robbery, nor yield payment ; but 
still bearing in mind that *^ discretion Is the better 
part of valour," I did not neglect the advice of pre- 
paring for immediate departure. It was only half- 
flood at the time, and our boat was high and dry ; 
it required the united exertion of our utmost strength 
to move her, and the old man would not come to our 
assistance. By slow and painful degrees, moving 
foot by foot, we had just got her Into the water, 
when down came half a dozen strapping fellows, 
calling on us to stop and speak with their chief. 
Conjecturing pretty shrewdly to what the conver- 
sation might lead, we politely declined the invitation, 
and were shoving off, when lo 1 the chief made his 
appearance, followed by ten or twelve more ferocious- 
looking fellows ; and all our labour was destroyed in 
an instant, for in that period of time they darted into 
the water and hauled us aground. As we showed 
fight, the chief darted at our commissariat basket, 
and carried it off: this was affecting us In a vital part. 
Archimedes was grappling with a fellow who had 
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seized his coat; my East Cape companion waa defend- 
ing the boat with a spare oar, and, not to be worse than 
my word, I sprang at the fellow who had ravished the 
food : but nothing daunted at seeing me coming, he let 
go the basket and caught me by the throat. He waa 
of gigantic size, and from his daring liad acquired 
amongst Europeans the nomenclature of "Terror 
of the Thames." Of course this we did not know 
at the time, or perhaps it would not have improved my 
nerves, Aa it was, I did not feel much alarm at his 
grip, but only thought of freeing myself from it, and 
of recovering the basket. I therefore grappled him 
firmly by the sides, burying my fingera just above 
his hips, and then with a rush and quick movement 
of the foot gave him a spin which seemed to astonish 
him. The tattooed yarlet waa too heavy to cross- 
buttock : he stood staggered for a moment as if in 
amazement how so light a man, in comparison, could 
play him such a trick; but his confusion did not last: 
throwing off his mat, he waved his arm over his 
head, and, with a savage dance and fiendish yell, 
prepared to come at me again ; and at the same time 
I had the satisfaction of seeing his followers running 
to arm themselves with heavy pieces of drift-wood 
that were lying on the beach, I thought it was all 
up with me ; but determined to die with my face to 
my foes, I turned my back to the water to avoid 
being surrounded, and stood in boxing attitude to 
receive the charge, Wc had a fowling-piece in the 
boat, and I shouted for it, intending to exercise the 
butt end of it on the chief's head ; but every one had 
hie own work to contend with. And now, whether 
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excited by a generous sort of sympathy at seeing us 
three so stoutly resist his mob, or from unwillingness 
to shed blood, or impelled by what other motive, the 
chief suddenly restrained the attack, and called out 
for peace ; observing that " he was fond of the 
pakihani (white people), for they were brave men, 
and he did not want to quarrel with them." He said 
"we had been doing wrong, he could not make us 
understand, but he would send for a countryman of 
ours, who lived not far off, and he would explain;" 
and he requested to be allowed to stop with us in the 
boat till our countryman arrived. We could not 
object to this, and we also allowed a slave to ac- 
company him, who, however, stripped himself, and 
sat under cover of the chiefs mat, to show that no 
treachery was contemplated ; but lest any thing of 
the kind should be attempted, we pushed off a few 
yards from the shore, and there rested on our paddles. 
In a little time we saw the Englishman approaching ; 
the very party whose house we had been attempting 
to make the evening previous ; and we had absolutely 
slept upon the beach, within a quarter of a mile of 
his abode. He regretted the predicament into which 
we had got, but it was out of his power to assist us : 
we had profaned the taboo of a most sacred spot, and 
he recommended us to make the best settlement we 
could now we had got the chief in our power ; for 
which reason he would not ask us to stay breakfast, 
as the natives would be sure to avidl themselves 
of the opportunity for plundering the boat. I was 
for pitching the vagabonds overboard, and giving 
them a swim, but this was not listened to ; and the 
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cliief was rather moderate in hU demanils, as he only 
required a dollar to appease the broken sanctity of 
the taboo, I was opposed, upon principle, to giving 
them any thing ; but Archimedes, who was arguing 
the point, fumbled in hia pocket till he succeeded in 
catching a stray half-crown, which, when the cliief saw, 
he seized it with the greatest avidity, and jumped over- 
board, followed by his attendant; but, in making their 
exit, they contrived, with the adroitness of a London 
pickpocket, to abstract from the boat a cannister of 
sporting powder, and all our stock of tobacco. We 
did not detect our loss at the time. Another chief 
came running down to extort payment for our iufringe- 
ment of the taboo. We saw a fellow stamping, shak- 
ing his fist at us, and distorting his features, tlie deep 
furrows of his tattooed face imparting to it an expres- 
sion of tiger-like ferocity : but we only laughed at 
him, and continued our work at the crank. We heard 
that he threatened to pursue ua in his war canoes, 
and vowed to break up our boat and take every thing 
from us ; but his anger was mollified on seeing how 
cleverly his comrade had rifled ua; perhaps, also, the 
astonishment excited by our steamer operated in our 
favour, as they spread a report of sonio white men 
having visited their place in a boat propelled by two 
grindstones. It was a fortunate thing for us, perhaps, 
that the powder was stolen, and not less fortunate that 
the gun was withheld from me when I shouted for it; as 
we discovered, on rounding a projecting point, a large 
pah, with about four hundred natives In it, who all 
turned out to gaze at ounvondrous mode of journeyinj 
Thra^were three large canoes lying on the beach, 
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which they could have run into the water in an instant ; 
so that if we had escaped the first party, we should 
have been nicely seized by the second. There was 
a sandspit at the foot of the salient bluff, which was 
covered with myriads of ducks : we paddled quietly 
till within a short distance of them, and three times 
I snapped the gun at them ; and in searching for the 
powder to prime the nipple, we first became conscious 
of our loss. The natives had followed on the cliffs, 
watching our proceedings, and the fall of one of these 
ducks was to have been the signal for an attack upon 
us ; as this sandspit, owing to some battle that had 
been fought there, was venerated more highly than 
the spot where we had presumed to take our night's 
repose. 

After grinding a few miles, we reached the location 
of another white man, where we obtained kai-kai-te 
(breakfast). A few days previous to our visit, a 
party of natives were sitting round a fire in this 
neighbourhood, one of the chiefs being seated on a 
keg of gunpowder ; another chief called to a slave 
to hand him a keg for a seat, which he fetched, and 
passed to him over the flames ; a few grains escaping 
from the plug-hole, the keg exploded, and communi- 
cating, caused the explosion of the other. The slave 
was blown to atoms, and the two chiefs were burned 
from the sole of the foot to the crown of the head, 
but neither was killed ; and they were picked up by 
their horror-stricken followers, and carried to the 
Caranga. It so happened that at this time two 
English gentlemen were staying in the vicinity, one 
of whom was a medical man, and often rendered little 
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acta of kindness to the natives in the way of hia pro- 
feesion ; and now a whole body came to him, craving 
his aBBistance for their mangled chiefs, promising him 
great payment if he would but cure them. The doctor 
went, and though they were fearfully mangled, he 
did not despair of eventually restoring them. He 
was unceasing in his attention, and one of the chiefs 
showed rapid signs of convalescence, when an Atua or 
spirit chief paid them a visit. These chiefs possess 
wonderful power over the people, and are held in great 
awe and reverence by them ; they pretend to gifts of 
vaticination, and their curse has been known to wither 
the limbs, and affect the lives of their wretched vic- 
tims. Such is the extraordinary influence acquired 
by the craft of one savage over the fears of another. 
I have seen living instances of the effect of these 
maledictions, and Europeans who have watched the 
result, without being able to shake the creduHty of 
the ignorant wretches, have assured me that without 
apparent cause a sound and healthy limb has gra- 
dually withered and contracted, until the fountains 
of its strength have dried up, and it has hung an 
useless incumbrance to the body : so much for the 
effects of the imagination — the power of mind over 
matter. I wonder if the power exercised by these 
chiefs is what the learned term mesmerism or anhnal 
magnetism. The Atua chief, willing to display hia 
superior knowledge, and to give the he to the prog- 
nostications of the Englishman, addressed the chief, 
who was going on most favourably, saying "What 
fools these foreigners are I The medicine man tells you 
that you arq^oing well— that you will recover — the 
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fool! — the finger of death is already upon you, and 
when the moon reaches the full to-morrow night, you 
will be called to leave us." Short as the notice was, 
and unprepared as the poor fellow was for death, he 
had such religious faith in the prediction, that when 
the doctor came to visit him in the morning he was 
in a high fever ; he refused all medicines, and at the 
appointed time, like a true disciple, he yielded up his 
spirit and fulfilled the prophecy of his priest. Under 
other circumstances, the doctor would have been 
persecuted for having administered medicines to the 
defunct that did not produce the results contem- 
plated; but he turned the tables upon them, and 
attributed the chiefs death to his obstinacy in refusing 
aU medicines on the morning of the night when 
his spirit fled to join his father's in the happy planting 
grounds. But it was not without reason that the 
doctor became troubled with doubts and anxieties, 
for he had just cause to fear that the other chief 
would sHp through his fingers, in which case, instead 
of receiving payment, in all probability he would 
have to make it. The doctor having expressed 
^ his doubts to us, we proposed accompanying him in 
his matutinal visit, with the idea of ridiculing the 
natives out of their superstitious belief. Our enter- 
tainer at breakfast could speak the language well, 
and we all set off in a body to destroy if possible any 
mischievous impressions that might have been created. 
As we neared the pah a regular concert of crying and 
groaning burst upon our ears, and the disheartened 
doctor gave vent to a groan in sympathy. We 
hurried as fast as we could to the si^osed scene 
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of death, and came upon an extraordinary tableau. 
The friends and foUowera of tlie roasted chief had 
assembled in a body to cry over him before he died ; 
they had formed themselvea into two deep semicircles, 
squatted on the ground in front of the hut where the 
poor fellow lay, hie head resting on the lap of hia 
father, who waa mingling hia tears with his son's, 
condoling over hia premature fate. The young chief 
waa stretched on some of their aoftest mats, and a 
piece of calico spread upon pliant wands was laid over 
him to prevent anything from touching his body. A 
more melancholy scene could not be well imagined, as 
the renewed burst of grief from the old man cauaed 
the othera to break forth in louder lamentations. It 
was in itself enough to have killed the young fellow. 
We immediately commenced pulling the party from 
their sorrowing positions, mating aigna of dissatisfac- 
tion at their behaviour, and giving them to under- 
stand that they ought to laugh rather than cry, and 
do all they could to cheer the spirits of their wounded 
chief, instead of endeavouring to depress them ; and 
by dint of laughing and joking we got them to laugh 
too, even the patient himaclf "grinned horribly a 
ghastly smile;" and much to his credit the young 
Medico shortly after thia effected a complete cure. 

Having to contend against wind and tide our pro- 
gress was not very rapid, and at night we had only 
gained the mouth of the river. Although it waa not 
latn wo resolved to wait till morning before prosecuting 
'urther. We beached our boat opposite 
,, and some of the natives came to our 
iccuring her, and in conveying our 
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things to one of their hutB. We purchased some fish 
from them, and after supping, as the place was cold and 
cheerless, the hut proving the deserted tenement of 
some English trader, only partially roofed and the 
sides nearly demolished, we spread our blankets to 
the best advantage to keep ourselves warm, and 
endeavoured to sleep away the time till morning. 
The moon was in that quarter influencing neap tides, 
and on awaking we saw that the tide was already 
ebbing, and unless we immediately got our boat into 
a narrow channel about fifty paces from where she 
lay, there would be no chance of our getting off till 
late in the afternoon, which, as we were short of 
food, and the natives not too much disposed to be 
hospitable, was a thing to be avoided if possible. 
We made many attempts, but it was of no use, we 
could not move her. We then asked the natives 
to assist us ; but no, the day was Sunday and they 
would not stir. They pointed to the sky and shook 
their heads in a very deprecatory manner : all argu* 
ments and entreaties were vidn, not a foot would 
they budge to help us; but I could not help noticing 
one fellow who seemed to pay more than ordinary at- 
tention to the boat, and deeming his affectionate re- 
gard not without its object, I determined to watch 
him, and in a little time when he thought he was un- 
observed, I saw him lean forward, and with the speed 
of light snatch something from the bottom of the 
boat and conceal it beneath his blanket; he then 
stood as cool and unconcerned as possible. At 
this instant my companions returned with some 
pieces of wood they had gone to fetoh to serve as 
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rollers to get the boat off, and walking quickly up to 
thia dexterous gentleman, I gave him a smart rap on 
the shoulder. " Come, old fellow," said I, " give ua a 
shove." In liia surprise he stretched out his arm, and 
down tumbled a knife, the article he had stolen ; he 
tastily attempted to conceal it with his foot, but I 
pushed him on one side, and pointing to it asked him 
what he meant by that ? He was utterly confounded, 
and the expression of hia face v/as such that it quite 
pained me to look at him. I therefore only shook 
my head, and let him understand that as the day was 
not too sacred for him to steal, neither could it be 
for him to render us assistance, and piclung up the 
knife I desired him to help us. He seemed thankful 
to escape so easily, but our exertions were of no use, 
and we were fain to content ourselves in the best way 
we could till afternoon. The delinquent withdrew 
himself as ■ speedily as possible, and we saw him no 
more. 

Nga Maori are keenly alive to the degradation of 
exposure ; one of them, on being reproached by his 
tribe_ aa a thief, took his fowling-piece, went out, 
fired it into a keg of powder, and blew himself to 
atoms. At the time I write, this fact is well known 
to all the European residents at Port Nicholson. 

The observance of the Sabbath by the natives 
generally at this place was very punctilious. It is a 
privileged day amongst them both for slave and chief, 
and nothing seems to delight them more than 
assembling together in large bodies to chant and sing. 
I have lived to discover that one of the leading prin- 
oiples in a New Zeaknder's character is, "nothing 
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for nothing." They will entertain you with all hos- 
pitality when there is a prospect of their receiving 
any thing in return ; they understand well the prin- 
ciple of ^^ venturing a sprat to catch a mackarel^" and 
wiU overwhelm you with trifles and proffers of 
service if they see you have plenty of goods 
with you, and at the time they make you presents, 
they are scrupulously particular in expressing they 
don't require payment for them; but should you 
take them at their word, and omit to make them 
presents in return, .they will not fail to jog your 
memory, and moreover will not cease to torment 
you till they obtain three times the value of 
the property if bartered for in the regular way. This 
will account for the ready hospitality we received 
when travelling on the east coast : so long as we had 
tobacco, we distributed it freely ; but when we came 
to the last halting-place, having no more tobacco to 
give, the chief accompanied us nine miles to seek 
payment for the few potatoes we partook of. And 
now these religious varlets being precluded by the 
observances of the day from selling food, so neither 
would they give us any, and we were compelled to 
undergo a fasting vigil against our will. They knew 
we intended leaving when the tide served, and as 
they could not receive payment on a Sunday, they 
would not risk the chance of a gift. We made some 
tea, and boiled the remnant of oiur potatoes, and 
whilst rioting on this sumptuous fare, the chief and 
several of his mob paid a visit to us. We handed 
him a pot of tea, but he declined taking it, and so 

did several others to whom we offered it; but we could 
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observe that it was with reluctance they did so. The 
place had been tabooed against their taking food in 
it, and id presence of their cliief they did not dai-e to 
transgress. On the night previous, when no chief was 
present, two or three natives who happened to be in the 
hut whilst we were supping did not scruple to despatch 
our remnants. Probably the secret of this taboo was, 
that as they would not aduiinister to our wants, a sense 
of shame prevented their receiving any thing from 
us, for I never heard of an instance of a taboo proper 
having been violated. On a signal for prayers, we 
got rid of our mob, and as we were enjoying out 
"otium cum dignitate," a messenger from a pah a mile 
or two higher up, came and made signs for us to 
accompany him ; we could not make out his meaning, 
but he became so earnest in his gesticulations, that I 
jumped up and followed his guidance, promising to 
send word if better fare was to be obtained. The 
guide led the way along the beach for about half a 
mile, and as some reddened pieces of wood stuck in 
the Bands indicated the preposterous imposition of 
the taboo, we had to strike off and make a circuit 
through a native plantation. A great many huts and 
potato stores were scattered about the plantation, 
and at its termination we came to an extensive pah, 
where I was met by a white man, who had been 
residing amongst the natives for many years. Wa 
learnt subsequently that he was an escaped convict 
from New South Wales ; be that as it may, he be- 
haved to us with gentlemanly feeling, set before us 
the best his house afforded, and on our leaving 
loaded us with provisions, and would accept no remu- 
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neration. He has enforced some respect from the 
natives; and I may here mention as illustrative of 
his character an anecdote related of him. He had 
travelled to a port occasionally touched at by whalers, 
with stock of his own rearing, which he bartered for 
prints and calico. On his return he wished to com- 
mence trading with his new property, but the natives 
would not deal on old terms, and as he had no other 
way of convincing them of his sincerity, he took the 
whole of the cloth and set fire to it, for which reason 
he now goes by the name " Billy Maomo," which 
being interpreted means " Wasteful Billy." 

On stepping into the boat to prosecute our journey, 
I was seized with a violent sick headache, and be- 
came so totally helpless, that my companions had 
to endure all the fatigue of working at the crank. 
I was so dreadfully convulsed with pain, that I 
almost imagined my hour was come ; and gratefully 
relieved were my companions when they assisted me 
ashore at a sawyer's station on the banks of the 
river, where we intended passing the night. I had 
a violent fit of vomiting, which left me without the 
power to stand, and with scarce the strength to speak : 
the sawyer and his mate made a bed for me on the 
floor, and there I lay in the most agonizmg pain I 
ever experienced. Towards morning, a lethargic 
torpor came over me, and when I recovered from it 
I was free from pain. 

This sawing station was on the skirts of what 
had once been an extensive and very strongly- 
fortified, pah, now nearly deserted, and falling to 
decay in all directions; nor do I wonder at it, as 
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the land on either side the river ia nearly level' I 
with the water, and after heavy rains must be com- 
pletely swampy. The tide rises nine or ten feet, I 
and when we wanted to start, we found it was low 1 
water, and the boat faat on the slimy bank, ceiv I 
tainly the most unctuoue and adhesive in its nature 
of any banks I have seen. With much difficulty, 
we got afloat at half-flood, but had scarcely pro- 
ceeded 300 yards, when we were aground in the 
centre of this much misrepreacnted river. The low, 
marshy, uninviting aspect of the country on either 
side ; the extent and unwholesome appearance of the 
unsightly, slate-coloured, fat mud-banks ; and the 
turbid, muddy stream, wriggling its course between 
them, offered anything bat a tempting prospect to the 
enterprise of the settler. We were detained nearly 
an Iiour before we were afloat again, and it required 
the moat watchful navigation to prevent our being 
continually aground afterwards. This exposed ua 
to the chance of having to paddle a considerable dis- 
tance against the tide, a benefit of which we were by no 
means desirous, as it sets with great rapidity, not leaa 
I should say than five or six knots, in the strength of 
the current. We proceeded between thirty and 
forty miles up the river, the character of the country 
continuing still the same, low, swampy, and un- 
wholesome, with no appearance of pasture or timber 
of any size. The vale of level country, or the 
" Valley of the Thames," according to some, Is from 
twelve to twenty miles in breadth, and extends to 
120 in length. The mouth of the frith or estuary 
is fltudded with ialeta, as I noticed at the com- 
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mencement of this chapter ; and It varies in breadth 
from fifteen to thirty miles, until, at about thirty 
miles up, it suddenly contracts ; a tongue of land 
runs out, dividing it into two parts : the northern and 
most insignificant branch receives the waters of the 
river Piaka ; and the lower, or southern one, those of 
the boasted river Thames. We regained Waihoa 
just in time to secure a passage in a vessel bound to 
the Bay of Islands, whence I shortly after shipped 
for Sydney, not over delighted with what I had seen 
of this *^ Granary of the Southern Hemisphere," 



CHAP. VT. 

HirLour of Waikato. — Directions for taking the Bar. — Canoa J 
Excursion. — Extitemenl of the Nativea. — Anecdotes. — Pro- 1 
ceediogB regarding Adultery. — A Mission for Fort Nicholson, I 

— Get under weigh. — A Night Descent into the Forecastle. 

— A Meeting with the Chief, — Seizure of the Voaset averted. 

— Leave the Harbour. — Mount Egmont. — Cook's Straits. — ■ 
North Part of the Middle Island. — Port Nicholson. — The 
Rirer " Hut." — Erroneous Representations and Dealings of 
Land-sharks. — WaitJmatta or Auckland. — A Stroll to Ma- 
nukao. — Lady Eranklin. — Eeturn to Sydnej.— Remarks 
on New Zealand. 



Away I away I the white 



A of a Ntw Zetdander^t - 



December 2&th. — I AGAIN started for New Zealand 1 
on a general coasting voyage. We endeavoured to 1 
make the harbour of Waikato on the west coaat 
direct ; but a series of contrary winds drove us so 
far to the northward, that we came between the 
North Head and the Three Kings, and so worked 
down the coast, opening all the harbours and I 
till, after a tedious, procrastinated passage, we reached 
the wished for port. The coast, as we beat our 
rage 



■way, presented every where the same sterile, 



. appearance : hill 



riflbg abruptly above hill ; and bold 
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repulsive cliffs^ relieved at intervals by sandy wastes. 
The harbour of Waikato cannot be approached with 
a westerly wind, as it is a bar-harbour, with only 
two fathoms of water on it at low ebb; and the 
entrance to the bar is rendered difficult and hazardous 
by two sandspits, running in contrary directions, 
causing them to overlap, the one tending northerly, 
the other to the southward. From a long continu- 
ance of south-easterly winds, the bar was almost 
smooth when we sighted it ; a leading wind aLso 
favoured us ; but as we were all strangers to the 
place, and without charts, the captain took the pre- 
caution to sound the passage in the boat before 
taking it with the vessel. The report of the 
sounding party, being favourable, when the southern 
extremity of the north sandspit bore by compass 
E.N.E., and the southern extremity of the south 
sandspit, E. half N., we ran in E. by N. half N., 
and were carried over the bar in safety. We en- 
countered a heavy swell, which, fortunately, did not 
break. Owing to mismanagement, our whale-boat, 
towing astern, got capsized, and we lost a set of oars ; 
but this would not have happened if she had been 
properly hauled up. I was disappointed in the 
harbour : it is safe enough after you have passed the 
bar, but it is of no extent, and not fit for vessels 
over 200 tons burthen. The South Head is a frown- 
ing, black-looking mass, called ^^ Woody Head ;" it is 
covered with a dense growth of dwarf trees: the 
North Head is a sandhill, being the termination of 
a dreary waste extending for several miles, with 
scarcely the shadow of vegetation to be seen ; and 
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Yphen the wind prevails, and blows hard from the 
eouthward, the air ia filled with showers of drift sand, 
exceedingly unpleasant both to sight and respiration. 
No sooner had we come to an anchor, than the deck 
became crowded with natives, who created the 
clamour and confusion of Babel. Aa uaual, a white 
man, demi-unciviliaed, waa residing in the pah ; and 
' not far distant, two of the London missionaries, 
■ with their families, had taken up their abodes. The 
white man came off to us and proffered his services ; 
and as I was desirous of engaging four boys to con- 
vey me up the river, T requested him to negotiate for 
them. Plenty were found willing to go, but demanded 
payment beforehand, which I would not give, and 
as they persisted, I bundled them ashore. I wanted 
to make all the haste possible; and knew that by 
prepayment they would take their own time. I would 
recommend to every one travelling in New Zealand, 
if they can manage it, to withhold compensation till 
services are performed, and proportion the reward 
according to the merit of the parties. The natives 
have no notion of the value of time. About acvea 
o'clock in the evening, four of a party whom I had 
diamisaed came off in a light, swift-pnlling canoe, 
stating their readiness to go with me ; but that if I 
decided on going, I must start at once, while the 
tide served. I imagined that there waa some con- 
certed plan in this, and that it was their intention 
to rob me ; but not liking to mention my suspicions, I 
privately armed myself, and stepped into the canoe. 
The tide only affects the river for about seven miles, 
and you then have to contend against the force of 
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the current, which sets towards the ocean at about the 
rate of four knots. My ^^hoys " — (it is customary, 
but I don't know why, to call all New Zealanders 
travelling with you boys or lads, though their being 
fathers may have fully justified their claims to man- 
hood. I suppose it is upon the same principle that the 
French continue to call grey-headed waiters " gar- 
dens," or that we apply to sexagenarian riders the title 
of " post-boys ") — my " boys " behaved very civilly, 
and continued pulling the greater part of the night. 
Towards morning, as they complained of hunger and 
fatigue, at the same time expressed their willingness 
to persevere in their exertions if I wished it, I con- 
sented to their securing the canoe, and reposing on 
the banks of the river for a few hours : I gave the 
poor fellows some of the salt beef I had with me, 
and their curiosity respecting it was quite ludicrous : 
they turned it over, examined it in all directions, 
smelt it, and at length appealing to me, made use of 
the monosyllable " Cow ? " The missionary resi- 
dents had some cattle at their stations, which, I 
suppose, gave them the idea. The country, generally, 
was much as I had left it, nor did I see any great 
improvement in my friend's farm. His natives had all 
quitted him, and he now found it a difiicult task to 
procure workmen from amongst them, although for 
many years they had looked up to him as something 
more than mortal. The invasion of their land by so 
many European immigrants had created a painful 
sort of consternation amongst the natives, and 
many had drawn towards the European quarters 
to ascertain their manoeuvres. 
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I could not afford a long sojourn with my friend, 
and on my return to the vessel he accompanied me 
to receive the goods I had brought for him ; we could 
only get two natives to assist us in working the 
canoe, those engaged by me having returned imme- 
diately. "When about one fourth of our way, we 
met two large canoes, well manned and containing 
several cliiefs. Observing how slightly we were at- 
tended, and that we oureelves were using the paddles, 
two of them, to show their respect, instead of ordering 
their slaves to assist us, stepped tbemaelvea into our 
canoe and aided in working her down. One of these 
chiefs was a kind, benevolent- minded man, and recog- 
nized as a missionary teacher. When in his heathen 
condition, some of his comrades taunted him with the 
fact, that his sister, the widow of a chief of high 
caste, was in the habit of granting personal favours 
to a slave. Pew chiefs in New Zealand would have 
endured such ignominy "and yet have refrained to 
kill." — Loth to shed the blood he could not restore, 
he warned the slave, and threatened him with death 
if he_repeated the offence : this had its effect for a 
time. — - But, as fatalists would say, " the wretch 
could not resist hia fate."— The chief waa again ap- 
prised that the slave continued to visit his sister. 
Still reluctant to take life, he again admonished him, 
and extended his mercy even to a third warning. But 
this only emboldened the slave. He again renewed 
his visits ; and the fourth time the chief was taunted 
by his compeers, who bitingly told him that his slave- 
brother was at that moment In a certain hut with bis 
sister. Not a word did he utter in reply. Gather- 
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ing his mat around him^ he hastened at once to the 
place designated^ and raising his tomahawk severed 
the slave's head from his body. The chief's sister 
made no attempt to save her paramour ; but when 
his lifeless body lay stretched before her, she threw 
herself upon her knees, and with the wildest pathos 
implored him " not to cook his head^^^ a token of the 
most contemptuous indignity. 

As an instance of the high sanctity in which the 
chiefs are held, and of the fearful nature of the 
penalty inflicted on those who have the boldness to 
desecrate the taboo, I may here notice that on one 
occasion, when this friend of mine was travelling in 
the country, he halted for the night at a friendly 
settlement, and partook of the common fare. The 
season had been one of scarcity, and the crops, such 
as they were, not of good quality ; the slaves in con- 
sequence fared badly. At the time of my friend's 
arrival at the kainga, a basket of superior koomeras 
or sweet potatoes had been set aside and tabooed for 
the especial use of a young chieftainess. One of her 
female attendants, prompted by hunger and a favour- 
able opportunity, as she imagined, had the temerity 
to take some of these koomeras for her own consump- 
tion. In the morning, on my friend's turning out, he 
observed a pool of blood close to the hut in which he 
had been reposing. On asking the meaning of it, he 
was told, " Oh, nothing 1" they had been killing a pig. 
Having heard no noise, and missing the woman, his 
suspicions were raised, and on further inquiry he 
learnt that the hapless creature had been detected in 
the theft, and was subsequently dragged outside the 
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hut and slaughtered. When these poor wretches are 
doomed, they meet their fate with absolute indif- 
ference, never giving vent to a murmur. 

Formerly it was the custom, when a native com- 
mitted adultery with another man's wife, to place 
the transgressor, naked and unarmedj ahoiit thirty 
paces from the injured party, who was provided 
with three spearsj which he was allowed to hurl at 
the offender. If hy his agility he could ward them 
off with hie hands, he was so far safe ; but if the 
injured huaband still remained unsatisfied, tomahawks 
were placed in the hands of either party, and they 
were suffered to fight it out on equal terms. Poly- 
gamy was common amongst them ; but the custom is 
fast disappearing before the labours of the missionaries. 
On regaining the " Heads," we had an opportunity of 
■witnessing liow different the proceedings in a case of 
adultery are now. Instead of suffering the accused 
party to run the risk of being speared if innocent, or 
of escaping by his address if guilty, a general meeting 
was convened by one of the tribe going from place to 
place ringing a large bell; at which summons upwards 
of two hundred assembled to be present at the trial. 
The husband stated his grounds of suspicion, and 
brought forward witnesses to prove certain appear- 
ances which tended to furnish tolerably conclusive 
circumstantial evidence. Judging by the countenance, 
I should say the accused was guilty ; but he was a, 
" master of that rhetoric the learned call rigmarole," 
and after he had surmounted the first embarrassment 
of his position, he pleaded with such success, that he 
was honourably acquitted, and pronounced "not 
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guilty." Had the verdict been the other way, his 
punishment would have been expulsion as a church 
communicant, a disgrace much dreaded. 

Intending to proceed to Port Nicholson from the 
Waikato, one of the missionary residents requested 
that I would give him a passage with four of his lads, 
that he might on his return overland have an oppor- 
tunity of visiting tribes who had not as yet received 
any European minister of the gospel amongst them. 
The subject had been mentioned to the Waikato 
natives, who expressed their approbation of the design, 
and their readiness to raise a contribution to defray the 
expenses of the mission. Having consented to take 
them on their own tenns, the natives collected about 
200 baskets of potatoes, between one and two pounds 
in money, three old knives, two half-worn cotton 
handkerchiefs, and the lid of a shaving-box. I told 
them it was no wish of mine to deprive them of 
articles we had introduced amongst them, and that the 
potatoes would suffice. " No," said the chief, " it is 
our free present, and all that we have to give ; if you 
set such little value on the goods you now reject, we 
will go on board and take from you all articles of 
similar description." The missionary gentleman ex- 
plained that it would be treating them with indignity 
to refuse any part of their gift^ and I then accepted 
it as it was made. We had to wait a long time before 
a wind offered for our getting away, and when at 
length we made the attempt, just as we were on the 
bar, the wind died suddenly away, and we had to drop 
anchor to prevent driving on the North Head. Shortly 
after it came on to blow hard from the westward, 
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compelling ua to return to our old anctorage. It 
was fortunate, perhaps, that we failed on this occasion, 
a^ it soon afterwards became known ai^bore that two 
of the seamen had smuggled two slave women belong- 
ing to the chief on board, and had contrived to conceal 
them from the knowledge of any one ; antl had we 
succeeded in getting out, the probability is, we sliould 
have been met by the natives in tlieir war canoea, and 
the vessel would have been plundered. On resuming 
our berth, the chief suppressed all outer show of know- 
ledge or resentment till the dead of night. The 
crafty savage, accompanied by a single attendant, 
tlmp stole softly on board, and suddenly stood over 
.the sleeping men as they were lying in the forecastle. 
He aroused the delinquents by a gentle grip on 
their throats, and their horror may be imagined, 
on starting from sleep, to find themselves in the 
clutch of the justly incensed chief, whose eyes were 
glittering with ferocity. I was told the fellows 
were completely paralysed, and made no attempts at 
defence or resistance; not that either would have 
availed, as the two athletic savages could have de- 
stroyed with their tomahawks all in the forecastle 
before they had recovered from their fright. The 
chief enforced silence by waving his tomahawk 
with one hand and placing the fore-finger of the 
other on his lips. The trembling women sank 
speechless to the deck ; and the guilty seamen, with 
nervous trepidation, opened their chests and made 
signs for the chief to take anything he pleased as 
payment. He weeded them pretty decently, taking 
from them their Sunday clothing, their whole stock 
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of money, amounting to between four and five pounds, 
and every other serviceable article. Seizing the 
women by the hair of the head, he then dragged them 
up the forecastle ladder, and forced them to descend 
into the water by the chain cable, and having secured 
his booty, he quietly got over the vessel's side and 
paddled after the women in the same noiseless manner 
he had come on board. Not a soul but those in the 
forecastle knew anything of this summary proceeding, 
the news of it being carefully kept from the oflScers 
and myself. Of course no such occurrence could have 
taken place had a proper anchor watch been main- 
tained; as it was, every soul lay buried in sleep. 
The chief admmistered a severe flogging to the 
women, and, not content with rifling the seamen's 
chests, the opportunity for plundering the vessel with 
an apparently justifiable motive was too great for his 
cupidity to withstand. 

I had been passing the evening with one of the 
missionaries, and whilst wending my way back to 
the vessel, a native crept cautiously to me, and made 
me understand that the chief intended plundering 
her that night, and, by dint of broken English 
and broken Maori, acquainted me with all that had 
taken place. My astonishment was only equalled 
by my indignation, and I feed my informant to 
put me on board without disturbing any one. " All 
hands " were asleep, and I alarmed the captain not 
a little by my information : the mate was sent 
to summon all hands on deck, and I went up 
and harangued them on the egregious folly which 
had placed our lives in such jeopardy. We could 
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diatinguiBh an unuBual number of canooa hauled up 
on the beach, which added to the excitement of the 
crew. They begged me to give them arms ; but I 
told them " No 1 I was determined to ecU my life as 
dearly as I conld in case of an attack ; but as they had 
reduced me to this predicament, they might get out 
of the danger the beat way they could." The fellows 
remonstrated in vain, and I went below, leaving them 
to adopt what mode of defence they pleased. Tlirough- 
out the night they relieved each other in patrolling 
the deck with shouldered handspikes, and the danger 
for that time was averted. At daylight, putting two 
pair of loaded pistols in my belt and wrapping my 
coat over them, I went ashore to face the chief. He 
did not deny hia intentions, but pleaded jiiatification 
and the customs of the country. Suddenly I covered 
him with a pistol, and asked, " what could save hia 
life if I chose to move nay finger?" He started ; and 
as I replaced the pistol in my belt, I bade him be 
cautious, for that we were all prepared and ready to 
mark the chiefs that should lead the attack. 
" But," said he, " I can bring ten to one." 
" Never mind if you can bring forty ; you won't 
live to enjoy the plunder, even if our deaths follow." 
And I asked him, " Suppose one of your slaves came 
on board and robbed me, would you think it right 
in me to come and set fire to your house whilst you 
were sleeping ; and, on your attempting to make 
your eBcajTC, to knock you on the head?" 

" Ah t" he ejaculated, " ihat'a very good talk ; my 
thoughts never came to me in that way ; but I know 
BOmetbing of the wisdom of the white men, and am 
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not such a fool as to throw away my life for a trifle : 
and so, from this time, if your men do wrong, I will 
let you know ; and if my men do wrong, come you 
and let me know." 

To this I agreed, and we parted good friends; 
but during the remainder of our stay, we did not 
relax in our state of watchfulness. No hostilities 
were attempted, and the gentlemen of the missionary 
station were of opinion that it was more talk than 
anything else ; although they admitted, that a year 
or two back nothing could have saved the vessel. 
'Tis true enough that the chief had us all in his 
power beyond resistance, if he had chosen to exercise 
it, the night he surprised the forecastle ; and I can- 
not divine the cause of his forbearance, unless it 
was ignorance of our unguarded state, and the de- 
sire to appear simply in the character of a com- 
plainant, if he found us on the alert : be that as it 
may, I would not repose implicit faith in their safe 
conduct. 

We were detained so long in the harbour for want 
of a favourable wind, that I began to despair of 
getting out again ; early in the morning, a flaw of 
wind would prevail from the land for a short time, 
which might have sufficed to carry us over the bar ; 
but then if it died away again, as it invariably appeared 
to do, it would have been impossible for us to have 
escaped the rollers. Almost reckless from long de^ 
tention, we at last resolved to run the risk, and, taking 
advantage of the customary flaw, with the first grey 
of the morning, we happily effected our escape, and 
secured a good offing before the wind fell light again. 
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Kawai is the next harbour to the southward, after 
you leave Waikato, find ia of a similar nature ; no 
other presents itself until you reach Port NicholsoD. 
With our usual good fortuoe, we had to beat the 
whole of the way to Cook's Straits ; and Mount 
Egmont, the highest land in New Zealand, was 
continually in sight: in some charts it las been 
estimated aa 14,000 feet above the level of the sea, 
in others only 9,000 ; it is crowned with an eternal 
diadem of snow, which, at times, was all we could 
discern, gliateniiig above the clouds : in more favour- 
able moments, the whole of its bold outline would 
be revealed, again to be shrouded from our sight 
by a veil of mist. Cook's Straits separate the 
northern from the middle island, and is dotted by 
several small islets. Kapiti, the largest of them, 
seemed to mc to be a barren rock ; it is used, in 
the season, for a " look out," or whaling station, for 
which I have heard it said it is admirably adapted : 
the other islets are mere clumps, scarcely worth no- 
ticing. The northern extremity of the middle island 
appeared still more broken than any part I had 
yet visited; but from assurances of those holding 
stations on it, the land is generally of a more level 
character, and the soil of a better quality than that 
of the Northern Island. It does not, however, possess 
BO many good harbours; and the climate is more 
frigid ; for it is asserted that a range of hills intersects 
the island from north to south like a back-bone, 
which, for the greater part of the year, ia covered 
with snow. Port Nicholson is situated in nearly 
the south extreme of the Northern Isle; and the 
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navigator is somewhat startled, on entering it, to 
see a belt of rocks stretching, apparently, across its 
mouth. Many vessels have at first been scared away 
by their unexpected rencontre, conceiving they had 
mistaken the entrance, not deeming it probable that 
any harbour existed beyond such foes to plain sailing. 
It was blowing half a gale, and we had to beat our way 
in almost dead in the wind's eye, as sailors have it; 
but we found plenty of room to work. 

The country around is a succession of barren abrupt 
hills, or broken blufib chilling to contemplate. The 
township of Wellington is situate on the western side 
of the harbour ; it bears some resemblance to Korora- 
rika, but is larger in extent. There is a semicircular 
sweep of sand, curving like a horse-shoe, backed by 
high unavailable ridges supporting a growth of thick 
impervious scrub. The houses are built without order 
or regularity, on the narrow flat between the sandy 
beach and these ridges : they are of various orders, 
at present the " Maori " being the most prevailing. 
There are some of the composite order, a cross between 
Maori hut and Irish hovel, plastered with mud inside 
and out ; and again, thei*e are a few of the ornate 
cottage style, built of weather-boards. The first 
attempt at location was made at the eastern extremity 
of the harbour, and the settlement was called Pitonia 
or Thornton ; but the site was found too open and 
exposed for shipping ; and though a motley group of 
hovels and huts at first rose quickly into being, they 
were as speedily abandoned, as the spot selected for 
the foundation of the capital proved to be the 
treacherous bed of a dried swamp ; and when the rains 
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set in, the fiat being below the level of the beach, 
with high, acclivitoua, wall-aided hills inclosing it in 
the rear, the rush of waters was so great, that the 
unfortunate emigrants found themselves inundated, 
ana for some time were compelled to communicate 
from house to house by means of canoes, 

The river Hut, about which so many glaring mis- 
representations have been made, is a miserable stream- 
let, just without the deserted township of Fitonia ; it 
is navigable for small boats or wherries for about half 
a mile, or from that to a mile, perhaps, but it then 
doubles like a hare, and ia choked with sand-flats ; it 
deserves no other name than a watercourse, in fact it 
is no other, winding its way through an opening in the 
hills, its resources derived from their drainage. The 
land on either side this gorge is densely wooded with 
valueless timber. Where small patches have been 
cleared by the desperate exertions of the beguiled 
settler, or through the financial scheming of the land- 
jobber, the fecundity of the soil has been proved by 
the luxuriance of the vegetable crops produced ; but 
the expense of clearing an acre of land to render it fit 
for cropping is so heavy, that no poor emigrant could 
stand it. It is asserted that this gorge opens to a fine 
vale, extending all the way to the "Thames;" but of 
course I only vouch for what I see. I was likewise 
assured that the land trending to the north-west, called 
the Taranake district, at the foot of Mount Egmont, is 
felicitously provided with every requisite for the agri- 
culturist. Granting that this was true as regarded 
the land, it strikes me that the expense of convey- 
ing the produce to a market would more than equal 
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Its value. There Is no harbour for shipping near 
the Taranake district ; and here I may mention, once 
for all, that the whole of the harbours on the west 
coast are bar harbours, dangerous and uncertain; the 
winds prevail from the westward for the greater part 
of the year, and if you succeed In entering safely, you 
cannot rely on any time of effecting your departure, 
which ought to be an Item In the estimation of every 
trader speculating on the west coast. The h<arbours 
may not Inaptly be compared to rat-traps ; at times 
offering tempting b^ts and facilities of entrance, but 
on wanting to prosecute your voyage, you unexpect- 
edly find yourself a prisoner, with the gilt taken off 
your [gingerbread. Vessels frequently get wind- 
bound In Port Nicholson, and, as I heard an old 
settler say, ** It Is a regular trap for fools." It pos- 
sesses no exports : It Is not a good flax district. If flax 
could be rendered a payable exportable commodity, 
which, from every experiment I have seen or heard 
of, I am Inclined to doubt. Whaling ships rarely ap- 
proach It ; the cash Is being drained from It, as It Is 
Incapable of making other returns ; and, notwith- 
standing tbe pains taken to conceal the fact, the me- 
chanics and labourers are fast leaving It for a more 
auspicious field for their exertions. It Is subject to 
continual rains and heavy gales, common at all times 
of the year, from the south-east or north-west ; and 
my own experience leads me to confirm the statement 
made by several masters of merchantmen, that three 
days In the week throughout the year are above, rather 
than under the average opportunities for discharging 
or receiving cargo; and to crown all. It is subject 
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to earthqualccB, ao vibratory that many have declared' 
they would never think of erecting a brick houae, for 
fear any casual shock ehould bring it about their eara. 
Port Nicholson appears to me to be a focus for the 
concentration of every wind passing over New Zea- 
land; it is eternally blowing a gale, and the most 
obstinately prejudiced and interested were compelled 
to cry out, " there really was no standing these 
cursed winds." The coramunication from place to 
place being chiefly by water, the accidents occasioned 
by the capsizing of boats in sudden squalls are fright- 
ful ; and the tumbling and rolling of the surf on the 
beach is such, that when a boat with ten persons in 
her was swamped within a few yards of the sand, 
and although the water was only breast-deep where 
the accident occurred) one only escaped with life : 
the bodies of the nine luifortunates repose in one 
common grave. We were instrumental in saving 
the lives of nine or ten individuals, who, hut for our 
being anchored a considerable way out, must have 
perished ere assistance could have reached them. 

It is laughable though pitiable to see the readiness 
■with which the residents try and cheat themselves 
into the belief that Port Nicholson ia a paradise ; if 
they have a continuance of fair weather for three or 
four days, nothing ia heard but congratulations. " Isn't 
this beautiful?" "Isn't this lovely?" "Charming 
weather I" "Port Nicholson will do yetl" are some 
of the exulting exclamations of those who wish to he 
deceived. It is stated that Port Nicholson belongs 
to a company in England, who were supposed to 
have paid a fair equivalent for it to the natives ; but 
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this is denied, and private individuals have had prior 
possession of places which the company lay claim to. 
There has been a great deal of anarchy and confusion 
in the settlement, nor do I see any likelihood of a 
speedy arrangement of the matters in dispute, No 
individual will give up his claims merely because a 
body of scheming speculators, far away from the 
scene of action, choose to assume a right to this or 
that portion of territory. Allotments have been put 
up to public auction in England, and needy adven- 
turers, allured by the descriptions given of the place 
and the prospects held out, have purchased to the 
full extent of their means, anticipating (can it be 
believed ?) that on their arrival in the new country they 
would be able to lease their property at an annual rental 
exceeding in amount that of the purcha^e^money. The 
consequences can be foreseen on the true state of 
things staring the luckless speculator in the face, 
dispelling his dreams and dissipating his extravagant 
notions. Some, unable to bear up against the utter 
prostration of their aerial visions, have yielded to 
drunkenness and despair ; others have appeared over^ 
whelmed with stupor; and I have conversed with 
others who have been loud in their execrations 
of those who had caused their ruin; and there 
have not been wanting men of influential names, con- 
nected with the company at home, who have pro- 
ceeded to Port Nicholson, and lent themselves to the 
cheat palmed upon the public. They have both bought 
and sold land, at second and third hand, at enormous 
prices^ thus creating a high fictitious value for the 
land, to beguile others, and induce them to lay out 
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capital on tbese money -begetting invCBtmentB ; and so 
Boon as the bait has taken, tlie crafty projectors of 
the scheme liave gold their interests and departed, 
leaving the stultified purchasers to ponder at leisure 
on the changeful shadows of their bubble. Private 
letters remitted by these schemers to their friends m 
England, containing the most fallacious flourishes, 
have been published in the journals of the day, and 
no meana have been spared to tempt others to em- 
bark in the same fortunate speculation. Hundreds 
have done so upon the chances, a large proportion of 
the buyers remaining -in England, waiting till some 
subsequent period to resell their bargains, with the 
intention, I presume, of retiring from the cares of 
business with the happy results— infatuated mortals I 
The specious accounts sent home lately of the high 
prices that allotments here and there have fetched, 
will, I liave no doubt, cause many to send out powers 
of attorney for the disposal of their allodial invest- 
ments, and it would not be surprising if land in Port 
Nicholson became like stinking fish, every one 
eager to get rid of it, but no one willing to buy ; but 
apart from this, the cry is that no man is certain of 
his title to land purchased of the company, that its 
rights have not yet been ascertained, and that they 
have in their sales exceeded all limits, in direct viola- 
tion of orders from government ; even so, I cannot 
see that the poor emigrants will be any the worse, as 
it may tend the more quickly to direct tiieii energies 
into a better channel. 

The native residents of Port Nicholson appear to 
me to look upon the proceedings of the European 
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settlers with a moody and jealous eye. It never 
entered into their imaginations that, when they sold 
their land, they were to be restricted from locating 
in any part they pleased. It is true that they have 
courted the residence of Europeans amongst them, 
but more with the idea of introducing one or two 
into each settlement, to assist them in trading and 
teaching them the ways of white men ; and one or 
two in a kainga was all they ever wished for, so 
that they might be dependent upon the chief for pro- 
tection, and the superior power remain vested in 
him ; but it never formed part of their contempla- 
tions that swarms of Nga Pakihani should come and 
drive them from their dwellings when they stood in 
the way of their convenience ; and every fresh arrival 
of immigrants seemed to me still more to excite their 
astonishment and discontent. 

On leaving Port Nicholson we stretched away to 
the eastward until clear of the straits, and then 
skirted the coast till we made Waitimatta, a harbour 
in the estuary of the Thames. There are a number 
of small islands grouped about this part of the 
estuary which shut it in from the sea ; but it is open 
to the seaman-like objection of being exposed to too 
long reaches. It is here that the government have 
determined upon fixing their capital, and to my 
regret, instead of preserving for it the euphonious 
native title of Waitimatta, they have bestowed upon 
it the pawkish name of Auckland. The harbour is of 
considerable extent and includes a succession of bays, 
styled with wretched taste Mechanic's Bay, Cooper's 
Bay, Official Bay, Commercial Bay, &c. 
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Coramerciat Bay will be the emporium for com- 
merce, as it possesses greater facilities for landing or 
shipping goods than any of the others. Much diffi- 
culty and inconvenience attend this operation at pre- 
aent, for at low water shiny mud flats extend nearly 
half a mile from the shore, and it it only at the top 
of high water that you can land cargo, unless you 
go to the expence of dragging trucks to the boatB, the 
trouble and expence of such a proceeding requiring 
no comment. If New Zealand should ultimately 
become a place of importance, of which I have my 
doubts, this evil might be easily reinedied by throw- 
ing out jetties, as there is not the same surf to con- 
tend with that curls its crest upon the beaches of 
Port Nicholson and the Bay of Islanda. "VVaitimatta is 
the only place I have seen in New Zealand adapted 
for tlie establishment of a commercial town to any 
extent. There are no native residents in its imme- 
diate vicinity, owing probably to the scarcity of 
fresh water, and the poverty of the soil. I allude 
more particularly to the point called "VVaitimatta, 
where the ground is covered with a sort of vitrified 
scoria. The absence of any commanding eminences 
to overlook the interior, and serve as stations to 
guard against surprise, may also be taken into ac- 
count, as in their feuds the natives take more credit 
to themselves for destroying an enemy by treachery 
than in open fight, and in selecting a site for a 
Kainga or settlement, they rarely neglect the deside- 
ratum of a look-out station ; but be the cause of their 
absence what it may, the European residents, I 
should think, would have no cause to regret it. 
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I walked from Auckland to a place called Manukao, 
the harbour of which is on the west coast: the 
distance is seven or eight miles, and in crossing this 
portage the country opposed no impediments for 
overland communication of any description ; it is of 
a gently undulating character, and the soil, after 
leaving the capital, appeared rich and fertile, but there 
was an evident want of running streams, as I called 
at two or three native plantations for a drink of fresh 
water without being able to procure any, and on 
promising a lad sixpence if he would bring me some, 
he darted off, and after a prolonged absence returned 
with a little in a calabash, which looked as if it had 
been ladled out of a muddy puddle. There were no 
settlements till very near Manukao, but the place 
must at one time have been thickly peopled, as 
to the right and left of the country I traversed 
were the remains of native fortifications, which must 
have called for much labour and time. Advantage 
had been taken of high conical eminences rising from 
the plains like molehills, the summits furnishing a 
bird's-eye view of the surrounding country. These 
they had cut into flats or different landing places, so 
that if driven from the lower defences, they could 
have retreated upwards, and by withdrawing the 
means of ascent, rendered the further progress of 
their invaders nearly impracticable, particidarly if 
each step or flat was surrounded by a strong palisade 
according to the present custom of their pahs or for- 
tified places. Upon each flat were several deep pits, 
which I imagined were intended as snares, or, what is 
as likely, they may have been used as granaries or 
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depositaries for their food and valuables in case of a 
siege. Many of these abandoned eminences were 
covered in places several feet deep with the heaped- 
up shells of the " pipi, " a sort of fresh-water muscle 
much used by the natives as food. It cost me 
four hours' severe exercise to make these observa- 
tions, and two or three times I was on the point of 
giving up the attempt. The ascents were diffi- 
cult, although the soil had crumbled, rendering them 
leas perpendicular, and I was aided by shrubs and 
fern, which have sprung up since the desertion of 
these admirable fortresses. 

I must not omit to observe, as a proof of the 
facilities of land carriage in this district, that as I was 
pursuing my way to Manukao, an orderly on horse- 
back came galloping past me ; and on arriving at the 
harbour, I found Lady Franklin and her female 
servant, with two or three gentlemen in atten- 
dance. Her Ladyship having unfortunately sprained 
her ancle in a former exploratory expedition, had 
been carried on a couch by a party of New 
Zealanders; and I do not know a place in New 
Zealand where the country would have afforded 
a similar means of gratifying her thirst for novelty 
and adventure. I afterwards heard that his Excel- 
lency, Governor Hobson, had received an invitation 
from the miasion station at Waikato, to be present 
at the annual examination of the natives. Lady 
Franklin, being at Government House, begged to 
accompany his Excellency, and there being no 
wheeled vehicles in the country, several chiefs con- 
teaded for the honour of carrying her, saying, that 
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as she was a great chieftalness, none but chiefs should 
carry her. I suppose that the jaunt was tedious ; and 
it being late in the evening when the party arrived at 
the place of embarkation, the Lady Errant bivouacked 
with her attendants under tents which they carried 
with them, while the governor returned to Auckland, 
with the intention of rejoining the party early next 
morning ; but whether the exertion had proved too 
much for him (his Excellency being in feeble health), 
or he had not been accustomed to bush travelling 
with ladies, instead of appearing himself, an orderly 
came with an apology for his absence, and stating 
that indisposition would prevent him from fulfilling 
his intention of bearing her Ladyship company. 
Lady Franklin is the wife of the governor of Hobart 
Town, and has acquired much notoriety from her 
masculine spirit of travel and adventure. 

From Waitimatta we took the northern passage 
through the islands of the harbour, touched at the 
Bay of Islands, and then again wended our way to 
Sydney. 

I am no geologist, botanist, or agriculturist, and 
cannot judge of the mineral resources of New Zealand. 
Botany is an amusing pursuit for the leisurely re- 
searches of superfluous talent in old countries ; but I 
should have thought that our Pharmacopoeia and 
alimentary lists were already replete with the agencies 
of life and death; nor do I see that civilized life, 
with all its aids, is extended to greater length of 
days than savage life. Many are of opinion that 
New Zealand will make a fine grain country : this 
may be ; but my opinion is that it would be a much 
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finer one if its boga and marshes were filled up by 
its tumultuous jumble of hills. This earth of oura 
must have been sorely troubled with the colic when 
New Zealand sprang into creation. It bears marka 
of having been upraised from the deep by the might- 
iest throes and wildest eructations: it possesses 
some good harbours, valuable as whaling stations, 
and it has limited capabilities of furnishing an export 
of timber. So long as the British government main- 
tain an expensive establishment, and capitalists go 
there, the settlements around head-quartera will 
thrive, but an inversion of the order of things will 
take place ; those who brought wealth will lose it, and 
the poor will become rich ; the hard-working labourer 
and the astute store-keeper will be the principal re- 
cipients and holders of the money introduced into 
the country. I certainly am not favourably im- 
pressed with the unrevealed resources that are yet to 
be brought to light in New Zealand, and am of 
opinion that our Australian colonies would have 
benefited far more if we had suffered any other 
nation than our own to colonize it. Some dread 
that it might have nursed a naval power that would 
one day compete with our own, and interfere with 
British commerce in the Pacific. It is true that our 
formally taking possession will keep others from it, 
but it will prove rather an expensive act of diploraacy, 
or I am greatly mistaken. 
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" Though far away from snnny shores, 
I toss where angry ocean roars." 

June 17 thf 1841. — Left Sydney Head on an In- 
tended speculative voyage to various islands in the 
Pacific^ and to search for a shoal on which the brig 
Kapid was wrecked when on her route to China. The 
brig had been cast away upwards of six months^ but it 
was asserted by the captain of her^ that he had buried 
between four and five thousand dollars in the sands^ 
which he firmly believed would remain there^ even 
should the wreck be utterly washed away. Con- 
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vinced of his good faith, we purchased the wreck and 
all thereto appertaining. I received directions where 
to find the money, and the latitude given of the reef 
■was 21° 40' S.; longitude, 174° 28' E. The people 
made their escape in two ^mall boats to the island of 
Rotumah ; they did intend trying to effect a landing 
at sonic of the Teejee Islands, but the savages gave 
cliase to them, which induced them to bear away for 
Botumah. The captain carried with hiiu hia writing- 
desk and a considerable sum in gold ounces, which, 
owing to some jealousy excited between the chiefs, 
was subsequently taken from him ; and he gave me 
a hint that if I arrived there before the American 
whalers put in for refreshments, I might recover a 
good deal of the money. As this jumped with my 
intention of bartering supplies for bone and oil I did 
not lose sight of it. 

June 21st. — Encountered a very heavy squall 
from the south-east, attended with hail and lightning. 
The electric fluid, called St. Elmo's fire, ran along 
the yards, and encircled the mast-head with a halo of 
mystic light. The superstitious feara of the seamen 
were somewhat excited ; and whilst I was admiring 
the phffinomena an intensely vivid flash of Jightning 
burst upon us, which was immediately followed with 
darkness so profound, that for a moment I thought I 
had been deprived of sight. The greenish white 
glare seemed to dissolve in smoke as it was swallowed 
in the inky atmosphere blacker than night ; and 
the peal of thunder, which shortly succeeded, was 
louder than if a park of artillery had been dis- 
char^d above o«r heads ; the wind howled in concert, 
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the sea rose and dashed its foam over the deck like a 
snow-storm; and then the surcharged clouds again 
opened and treated us to such a pelting shower of 
hailstones^ as compelled me to beat a retreat to my 
berth in double quick time. 

June 24th — At dawn this morning sighted Howe's 
Island and Ball's Pyramid ; the former when bearing 
E. N. E. of us distant eight leagues^ loomed a huge 
rock^ in shape like a saddle; and Ball's Pyramid^ 
which is about seventeen miles to the south-east of 
Howe's Island^ resembles the pointed spire of a church. 
Howe's Island has been tenanted for the last few 
years by three Englishmen and their wives (native 
women of New Zealand). They have cultivated 
some patches of land, and have amassed a considerable 
sum of money, so I hear, by supplying whalers 
when cruising on what is called the "middle ground," 
with pigs and potatoes. There is no anchorage off 
the island: the landing-place for boats is on the 
north-west side; but as it continued to blow hard 
from the south-east I did not venture to land. 
Had these voluntary exiles been sent to the isolated 
rocky islet by a mandate of their rulers, what interest 
and compassion the dreadful hardship of their case 
would have excited in many a sympathising bosom. 

Jul^ 2nd, — Last night, shortly after the moon 
had risen, we observed land on our weather bow, 
which we knew to be Norfolk Island, an island 
rendered terrible to evil-doers from its being a penal 
settlement, escape from which is next to impossible. 
Many a hapless wretch, doomed as the penalty for 
bis crimes to work the remainder of his days in irons, 
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cut off from the society of all aave abandoned outcasts I 
like himself, has doubtless felt in ita full force, as he | 
approaches this prison, the words of that terrific in- 
, Boription, " He who enters here, leaves hope be- | 
I hind." And of a verity I never saw a spot better ] 
calculated to create such an impression. At dawn ] 
we made the northern phase of the island, and its whole J 
extent, in length, lay stretched before us. It appeared I 
as if it were a desolate mural rock, its summit I 
crowned with miniature hills, partially covered with ] 
a low verdant scrub, a belt of rigid fir trees running J 
along the topmost ridges. My knowledge of the pur- ' 
poses to which the place is turned may have influenced 
my feelings, but I thought, as I surveyed it from the 
deck, that no spot on the globe was better adapted 
for inspiring sensations of utter lonesoraenesa and 
desertion. About the centre of the island on the 
north aide, a stream of water discharges itself over a 
ledge of rock, which is called" the " cascade ; " near 
to this is a landing-place for boats, but by no means 
a pleasant one. Wishing to aee the interior, and if 
possible to obtain a supply of vegetables, 1 had a 
boat lowered, and pulled to the rocks, A sentinel 
waved for me to keep at a distance, but on mention- 
ing my desire I waa allowed to land, and the boat waa 
ordered off till my return. The aettlement is on the 
south side of the island, and in walking across to it 
I was undeceived as to its being a mere barren rock. 
It is about twenty miles in length, varying in breadth 
from three to six miles ; the soil is exceedingly rich 
and fertile, capable of producing nearly all the tro- 
cipal fruits and vegetables. There is but little level 
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land, the face of the country resembling a cluster of 
gigantic mole hills, the roads formed by govern- 
ment winding through the narrow vales at their 
base : the ground is covered with a verdant carpet, 
and every "woody hollow" is filled with fruit 
trees of various descriptions. 

On waiting upon the commandant, he received 
me with evident alarm; and so far from gratify- 
ing me with any vegetables, he told me they were 
short themselves of every thing, and begged me 
to leave the island, as he should not feel happy 
until he heard that I was gone. The commandant, 
I was informed, had been attempting a legisla- 
tion different from that practised by any of his pre- 
decessors. Many of the prisoners had been freed 
from their manacles, and greater liberty had been 
granted to them than they had ever before ex- 
perienced under their penal circumstances. The 
return they made for this clemency was to treat with 
insolence those placed over them, and several at- 
tempted to effect their escape. One party, only a few 
days previous to my visit, seized a boat belonging to 
a brig that touched for refreshments, and got clear off 
with it ; but as a heavy gale sprang up that same night, 
it is supposed they must have perished: and before this 
event, another party who had been engaged building 
a boat for the authorities, so soon as it was completed, 
succeeded in launching it and in getting away. Some 
time after, the master of a whaler out of Sydney 
landed at a barren island in a north-westerly direc- 
tion, and picked up seven human skulls ; and as they 
tallied with the number of those who made their 
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escape^ it is not improbable that they reached this 
spot to die a miserable death from hunger and ex- 
haustion. 

The commandant admitted that the island was in 
a very disorganized state, which will account for his 
anxiety to cut our acquaintance short. The island 
was formerly a place of banishment for double con- 
victed felons only, desperadoes of the blackest dye, 
on whom ordinary punishments had no effect But 
since transportation to New South Wales has been 
done away with, several shipments of prisoners from 
England have been consigned to Norfolk Island direct; 
and this may have had some effect in causing the 
commandant to ameliorate the condition of the. pri- 
soners generally : but the common opinion seemed to 
be that they were allowed by far too free scope, and 
from what I observed I should think so too. Many 
appeared to be seeking their own pleasure, some were 
lolling about in apathetic idleness, and others were 
strolling apparently unrestrained; and long before 
the sun had made his conffi, we could distinguish 
parties of eight and ten assembled on the rocks fishing 
with rod and line. Now, as there are 1800 prisoners 
on the island, and only 160 soldiers, including officers, 
I should be inclined to doubt the policy of allowing 
them such liberty. 

With the exception of the wives of the officers, 
and those of a few of the soldiers, there are no women 
on the island, which tends to brutalize the prisoners 
to a frightful extent, and they are guilty of more 
monstrosities than probably they ever contemplated 
in the land th^y have been expelled from to correct 
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them of their crimes. The accounts furnished me by 
an overseer in tones of cool indifference were so re- 
volting that my blood ran chill with horror ; and I 
should be very sorry, under the existing state of 
affairs, to have any female in whom I felt an interest 
exposed even for a short time to the chance of hearing 
the awful details. 

The south side of the island does not present so 
sterile an appearance as the north. You catch an oc- 
casional glimpse of its glens and glades, and the set- 
tlement occupying a considerable level space running 
down to the water's edge is sprinkled with buildings 
which make an imposing show. , The landing-place 
here is dangerous, as occasionally a heavy surf rolls 
into the narrow passage. Many boats have been 
capsized, and some lives have been lost in attempting 
to go out in rough weather; that near the cascade 
forms the only other landing-place on the island. 
Maize or Indian com is cultivated to some extent^ 
and I saw some siloes or dry cells sunk deep under 
the earth well stored with grain ; and I was told that 
galnered in this way, it would keep for years free 
from must or weavil. 

About three miles to the southward of the settle- 
ment, there is a small grey sandy island called Nepean's 
Island, with no sign of vegetation on it save two or 
three stunted rugged trees, and four miles still further 
south an almost inaccessible islet about six miles in 
circumference rears its craggy head; it rejoices in 
the Christian name of "Philip," and we were in- 
formed that it abounded with wild rabbits. The 
weather having moderated, we lowered a boat, and 
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after one or two attempts effected a landing ; but this 
wc should not have been able to have done, had the 
weather been at all rough. With some difficulty we 
ascended the cliffs, and after scrambling in various 
directions till we were quite knocked up, we returned 
to the vessel with one rabbit, the solitary reward of 
our exertions ; for though we saw several, they were 
so shy that we could not approach within gun range 
of thera, and the underwood was so impervious it waa 
idle to attempt following the cock-tails to their 
retreats. Disappointed on all sides in the hope of 
getting fresh provisions, we loosened our courses 
again, and bore away on our voyage. 

July 16(A. — It was nearly midnight when we sup- 
posod we sighted the north-west end of the " rapid 
reef." We fancied we could discern the cauliflower 
crests of the roaring breakei-s, but it was blowing too 
bard, and was too dark for more accurate observation. 
Tacked and stood to the southward till daylight. 

July nth, — Blowing a gale and the sea in " one 
wild uproar : " no boat could live in it. Have come 
to the resolution of standing on for Rotumah in pre- 
ference to beating about the reef in such impracticable 
weather exposed to unknown dangers. These seas 
have been very inaccurately surveyed, and we deem 
it advisable to get more hands, so that on our return 
to the reef we may have strength to work the vessel, 
and two boats' crews to work at the wreck. 

July 2liit. — Came to an anchor on the north-west 
side of the island of Kotumah, a small roadstead ; and 
by a series of observations we ascertained the site of 
our anchorage to be in latitude 12° 28' S.j and 
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longitude 177° 10' E. The island is encircled by 
reefs, which run a considerable way out, with here 
and there boat passages through them.- Inside the 
reef opposite to where we lay, the water alongside J^ 
the beach deepens to seven fathoms, and if the place 
was of any importance my belief is that a passage 
might be easily widened through the yielding coral, 
to admit the ingress of vessels of burden. Many 
whalers call here for refreshments, and at present if 
It comes on to blow hard from the north-west you 
must slip and away, as there is no anchorage on the 
opposite side of the island. The south-east trade, aa 
the wind prevailing from this quarter is called, is 
pretty constant from the month of April to Decem- 
ber ; but from December to April it is liable to in- 
terruptions, when it occasionally blows hard from the 
north-west : during the season of the south-east trade 
little chance exists of the wind suddenly shifting. 

The island is about fifteen miles long, and from two 
to seven broad, except at a place called the "neck," 
where It is only a stone's throw across. Tradition 
says the island was formerly in two parts, which 
by accumulations of sand and vegetable matter have 
been joined into one; it is of volcanic formation, 
and is entirely covered with scoria and ashes. The 
natives, in clearing their plantations, use the conglo- 
merated masses for fences, &c. There are several 
exhausted craters on the Island, but no records exist 
of any eruption having taken place. At the mouth 
of the largest crater trees are growing, which seem 
to have been rooted there for ages. "We endeavoured 
to/orm some Idea of Its depth by hurling down stones 
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and fragments of rocka, but it was like throwing into 
empty space, for no echoing sound came from the 
gloomy vacuum. Some few years ago, a party of 
New Zealandcra landed upon the island, and one of 
their number dying recently, his comrades carried his 
corpse to the mouth of this crater, and after singing 
liis req^uiem and firing a volley over the body, 
launched it into the immeasurable depth, fancying, I 
suppose, that they thus afforded him speedier means 
of mingling with the abadea of his ancestors. The 
Boil does not seem deep, though it teems luxuriantly, 
and produces a variety of tropical fruits and vege- 
tables. Magnificent grovea of cocoa-nut trees fringe 
the glowing white beach, and they appear to be the 
most valuable production on the island — they answer 
almost every purpoac of life ; the nut serves for food 
and drink, the liusks of the fruit for clothing, cordage, 
&c,, the wood for building and other purposes, and 
the leaves for thatch for their houses, brooms, &c. 

It possesses about two or three thousand inhabit- 
ants, and their appearance strongly reminds me of the 
description I have read of North American Indians ; 
they are copper- coloured, have long black hair reach- 
ing down to their waists, and go naked, with the ex- 
ception of a piece of cloth girded round their loins. 
Male and female are clad alike ; they have, according 
to our ideas, a very disagreeable fashion of lubri- 
cating their bodies with a yellow powder made from 
the root of the turmeric, mixed with oil, so that if you 
enter their houses, or come in contact with their 
persons, you quickly contract a similar dye, and it 
f ablutions 1: 
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they say they use it as an antidote to the stings of 
mosquitoes and other insects. They are a tall race, 
many of the males beautifully form.ed, and are seem- 
ingly very mild and inoffensive ; they lack the energy 
and vigour possessed by the New Zealanders. 

The island is under the sway of a chief named 
Eriam Kao^ called par excellence the Emperor ; sub- 
ordinate to Biam Kao^ kings are annually elected^ 
apparently for the sole purpose of eating, drinking, 
and sleeping. The emperor influences the election, 
and the reign is but a scene of inactive feasting ; the 
people are bound to supply the king with provisions, 
and he deferentially submits the daily offerings to the 
emperor, who first supplies his own wants. The 
emperor neither in dress nor person differs from his 
subjects in appearance, except that he is more ordi- 
nary looking than usual : he is not of high descent, 
and it is only by dint of bravery and intrigue that 
he has become the head of the country. Formerly it 
was under the dominion of two chiefs, who divided 
the island, but hostilities ensuing, the defeated or 
losing party were made to dwell in the centre of the 
island, whilst the conquering or winning side occupy 
the two extremities. The losing side therefore cul- 
tivate the most fertile portions of the island, but then 
they are absolutely at the disposal of the victors ; 
and the chiefs when they are in need of pigs, 
yams, &c &c., send without ceremony to the van- 
quished party, who dare not withhold the involuntary 
tribute. The chiefs possess power in proportion to 
the number of people who reside upon the land 
claimed by them : they have the absolute disposal of 
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the young women born upon their estate, and the 
sanction is necessary before they can be given i 
marriage. A very singular custom prevails amongi 
them : all virgins arrived at the age of pubert 
wear their hair cropped close, and plastered with 
cement made of burnt coral and the juice of a trs 
which turns it completely red, or of a dull foxy coloui 
a stiff white ridge bristles along the forehead. Tb 
name for virgin in the Rotumah dialect is Waitagt 
and English visitors, with their usual success and goo 
taste, have conTertcd it into " white head," which ; 
certainly consonant with the appearance the plaett 
gives the head. They are not suffered to brush th 
cement out of their hair until they are married, n( 
are they allowed to wear it after the nuptial ceremon 
has taken place. 

I was present at one of their marriages. Tt 
bridegroom makes a present to the chief who ii 
troducoa the bride ; the friends of the bridegrooi 
lay offerings of mats, &c. at the feet of the brid 
and her relatives make similar presents to tl 
bridegroom : the happy couple are seated side I 
side, and their foreheads and bodies are profuse! 
daubed with the turmeric powder and oil ; pigs an 
fowls arc killed and roasted, and abundance of vi 
gctables cooked; bowls of kava, a species of na 
cotic drink, are prepared, and the friends of eitbi 
party are invited to the festival. If the bridegrooi 
is a man of any consideration, certain of his frieni 
spring up and beat their heads with clubs and tomi 
hawks, inflicting at times such serious wounds aa | 
lay them up for months ; and some continue to be 
their heads till the old women of the party interfer 
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and take their clubs from them. The newly-married 
man makes presents to those who wound themselves, 
and if they continue indisposed for any length of time, 
he is bound to supply them with food until they are 
convalescent. When the feasting terminates, the 
nuptial tie is complete. After they have lived 
together for a few days, the wife will sometimes beg 
the husband to leave her, and he will absent himself 
for three or four months, when he will then again 
sojourn with her for a few days, and so keep on until 
she is reconciled to live with him altogether : but it 
sometimes happens that the wife refuses to quit her 
relations, and the husband being equally unwilling to 
abandon his, they separate by mutual consent, and 
are at liberty to enter into a fresh contract. The 
girls of these dissolved matches are now free, and 
may act as libertinely as they please without their 
character being affected ; but adultery in the marriage 
state is punished with death, so also is the forfeit of 
virginity before marriage. They have Atua or spirit 
chiefs the same as in New Zealand, and in times of 
sickness these chiefs pretend to address the Evil Spirit, 
and exhort him to cease troubling the persons of the 
indisposed. Sometimes they will endeavour to pro- 
pitiate the demon of evil by hanging up green 
boughs in the house where the sick may be lying, 
and by assembling all the friends of the afflicted party 
to a solemn feast when, much hog's flesh and kava is 
consumed; at other times, when the complaint is 
obstinate or of long continuance, they will use the 
most angry threats to scare the evil demon away. 
I was on one occasion sleeping at an inland village, 
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and throughout the night was kept awake by the<| 
most vehement denunciations. The cause of them.l 
proved to be a aick infant ; and the chief waa now ' 
entreating and now defying the evil spirit ; he com- 
manded it to quit the body of the ba.be : *' If you 
don't go," was one of hia expressions, "I will level 
the mountain above me, till it is as flat as the apot 
where my house stands." In spite of his threats the 
child died ; and happening to return to the village at 
the time of its death, I ataid to witness the ceremony 
of interment. I was invited to enter the house of 
mourning, and behold, it was a scene of lamentation : 
an old woman held the corpse in her arms, which 
was besmeared with red paint ; the mother and three 
female relatives surrounded tlie body, and gave vent 
to the most piercing yells, which absolutely seemed to 
vibrate with agony ; they beat their eyes with the 
flats of their hands till they were 30 swollen that they 
could scarcely sec out of them ; and at the inter- 
vals between the bursts of anguish they renewed 
pathetic supplications for the child to return. The 
scene forcibly reminded me of an " Irish "Wake." 
The grave being ready, the father came into the 
house, and bending himself over the body of hla 
child, he pummelled his face with his knuckles till he 
rubbed the skin oflF his cheek bones. The child was 
then carried out, and the very instant it had passed 
the threshold, the mother ceased her lamentations 
and suppressed all outward emotion, although just 
previously she liad been shaking aa if going into 
ccnvulsions. I followed the party to the place of 
a ^pulture ; the corpse was enveloped in four or five 
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fine mat8> and deposited in a smal] excavation lined 
with stone, a funeral dirge was sung, muskets were 
fired off, sand was then heaped over the grave, and 
the party retired. On returning to the house of 
mourning, I was surprised to see preparations for a 
feast progressing, and from courtesy remained a 
spectator of the banquet. 

Every occasion, whether of mirth or sorrow, is 
seized a« an opportunity for feasting ; and strange aa 
the observance of this custom appeared to me, upon 
reflection, we shall see that we ourselves are guilty of 
many greater anomalies. Do we not feast the followers 
of our dead, and entertain those who assemble to wit* 
ness our marriages ? and if we bestow charity, do we 
not do so in the shape of a dinner, a baU, or a fancy 
fair ? How much do we sacrifice to our own appetites 
and vanities, which charitable feelings alone could 
never extort from us ? Many a man would give two 
guineas for a ticket to a *^ charity dinner ^ or ^* ball," 
that would not bestow a sixpence from pure benevo- 
lence : such is human nature. But to return from this 
digression. The father has expressed his grief for the 
loss of his child by rubbing the skin from his face ; 
but the mother is called upon to undergo a much more 
painful mark of her regret ; her beautiful long hair is 
cut off close to the scalp; and her body and arms are 
burnt all over from the waist to the neck, and from 
the wrists to the shoulders. Another female takes a 
lighted piece of stick, which bums like a flambeau, and 
applying it to the body of the bereaved sufferer, 
scorches regular rows of spots, of the bigness of a 
shilling. I was told by one of the sufferers that the 
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operation is peculiarly painful, and they are unable 
to lie down for many days after it, but are compelled 
to sleep in a sitting posture, supported by soft mata. 
I did all I could to convince them of the absurdity 
and inutility of such a practice, and they confessed that 
they were fools ; " but," said they, "it is the custom 
of the country, and if we did not comply with it, we 
ehould be scorned aud derided." They know no 
Buch thing as " silent grief:" the more they injure 
them selves, and the louder the lamentations, the 
greater is the affection they display, they fancy, 
towards the dead. I noticed several women who had 
lost the first joint of one or both of their little 
fingers ; and ascertained that they had been ampu- 
tated to propitiate the anger of the incensed spirit, 
and induce him to remove the sickness with which he 
was visiting their friends. The women appear to be 
the sacrifices on all occasions. Another curious mani- 
festation of the power which the fear of ridicule has 
over them, exists in their custom of drinking kava. 
It is a nauseous beverage prepared from the root of a 
shrub in a very filthy manner : the root is brought 
into the house, scraped and wiped clean ; it is then 
divided, and young men and women with good teeth 
chew it till it is reduced to a pulp ; when a sufiicient 
quantity is chewed, it is put into large wooden 
bowls, water is poured over it, and it is worked about 
with the hand, till all its strength and virtue is ex- 
pressed. The pulp is next carefully collected, and 
nsing it like a sponge, with it they squeeze cups full 
of the precious nectar, to behaudcd to the assembled 
Mtfl. The kava cupa a.:Kfc g,eiieia.Uy made of the 
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polished shell of the cocoa-nut^ and hold about half 
a pint. It is a most ludicrous scene to watch the 
parties drinking it : some toss it off with an air of 
heroic determination; some swallow it as if their 
lives depended upon the haste with which they could 
get it down; and others involuntarily shudder aa 
they take the cup ; and the stomachs of some have 
been known to reject it three times before they have 
succeeded in keeping it down^ and all this because it 
is supposed to be a feat of manhood^ and they would 
be laughed at if they declined drinking. I chewed a 
small portion of the root by way of experiment ; but 
its pungent, disagreeable flavour speedily caused me 
to reject it. Every great chief has his orator or 
speaker, who presides over the preparation of the 
kava; and he selects for chewers only those who 
possess clean, wholesome-looking mouths. I never 
saw but one person drink it with an unmoved coun- 
tenance, and that was an Englishman : the old 
women, when invited to partake of the dreaded 
draught, make the wryest faces imaginable ; and all 
spit and sputter after it as if they had swallowed 
poison. When drunk to excess, it stupifies the 
senses, and renders the body powerless. It operates 
something like opium, those labouring under its 
effects, though incapable of moving a limb, imagining 
themselves monarchs, warriors, orators, &c., and they 
enjoy or suffer the most extravagant fancies and 
delusions ; when the delirium passes away, it leaves 
them with a severe head-ache. 

If one of a tribe offends his chief, it is imagined 
that he is endowed with the power to afflict the 
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offender's family with eickneas, unless be makes im- 
mediate atonement, and humiliates himself to appease 
the chiefs ire ; and the way they deprecate his ven- 
geance is by prostrating themselves before him with 
a green bough suspended round their necks, when 
they express tlieir contrition and sue for pardon. The 
chief rarely withholds the olive branch, and the par- 
doned offender presents him with pigs, yams, &c., in 
proportion to the nature or magnitude of the offence ; 
and a general feasting bout riitifies the peace. 

Every village possesses a play-house and its own 
peculiar burial-ground ; the latter is constructed at 
the foot of u hiil, by building a stone wall, four or 
five feet high, and filling in the back of it with sand, 
till a level is formed against the rising ground 
beyond, so that its extent is more or less in proportion 
to the height of the wall and inclination of the land. 
The bodies are only deposited just beneath the sand ; 
and after they have lain there three, six, nine, or 
twelve months, a rough, unhewn stone is placed 
upon the top of them, the size of the stone being 
regulated by the importance of the party when 
living. The stone over some of the chiefs cannot 
weigh less than seven or eight tons, and the grave- 
yards have the appearance of Druidieal remains. 
The placing of these covering stones is the signal 
for a feast provided by the friends and relations of 
the deceased ; the more massive the block, the 
greater is the number of hands required to raise it. 
Thus do they furnish lasting memorials of the rank 
and wealth once held by those who repose beneath 
them. 
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Owing to severe gales that visit the island during 
the prevalence of north-west winds, the houses are 
built at an extended angle, meeting a perpendicular 
of only sufficient height to admit of a person's 
entering upon hands and knees. They pay much 
more attention to the comfort of the interior of their 
dwellings, than do the New Zealanders, the floor of 
the very meanest being covered with mats. They have 
mats of a softer kind for sleeping on, and mats of a 
still superior quality for festivals and high occasions. 
Some of them, when they are about to build, enclose 
a space with low stone walls, two or three feet high : 
the enclosure is filled with earth and stone, and 
levelled off with fine dry sand; upon this made 
ground or terrace they erect their tenements, so 
that in the rainy season they are always provided 
with a comfortable dry floor. I have said that every 
village possesses its play-house: formerly the natives 
used to assemble in moonlight nights on the sands 
beneath their splendid palmina groves, and practise 
singing, dancing, and other athletic sports till the 
rising of the sun ; but now they scarcely suffer a 
night to pass without meeting in the play-house to 
sing and dance. They have no musical instruments, 
and their songs are composed of sentences, repeated 
over and over ag^ to a monotonous but not un- 
melodious chaunt, accompanied with peculiar move- 
ments of the body ; they are admirable time keepers, 
but I cannot conceive that they have much ear 
for music, for on my favouring them with one of our 
bounding English lyrics, the rascals said my singing 
put them in mind of crying. Now if I had a *^ beau- 

U 4 



168 E0V1NG3 IN THE PACIFIC. 

tiful nasal twist," like some snuffling paalm-singers j 
that I have beard, my astonishment would not have j 
been excited at the remark, but having a clear, full | 
voice, my national vanity was piqued. 

Except on feasting occasions, very little animal I 
food is eaten by them ; their diet consiBts principally I 
of vegetables, and their heartiest meal is made in the J 
middle of the night. The climate is excessively hot, 1 
and I imagine that the sensation of cold is scarcely. I 
known amongst them. They are subject to huge^l 
awcllinga of the members, called by us elephantiasis, 
but by t\ievaf&-Je ; to scorbutic eruptions, and to the 
breaking out of virulent tumours, which eat into and 
decay the bone. I beheld some shocking spectacles. 
There is also a blight, which at seasons affects the 
atmosphere, and many are apt to lose the sight of 
one or both of their eyee. To the intemperate 
drinking of kava they attribute moat of their com- 
plaints ; but such is the anomalous perversity of our 
natures, that like our dram-drinkers, although con- 
scious of the evil that is destroying tliem, they 
will not refrain from it. Inveterate drinkers of 
kava become utterly imbecile, and their skin assumes 
a rough and scaly appearance, like that of a fish. 
Talking of fish, I must not omit to notice a peculiar 
way they Iiave of catching them. At ebb-tide they 
erect mounds of loose stones on the coral flats, which 
at high tide are covered : fish seek the shelter of the 
crevices in the mounds, and a large body of uativea 
provided with seines will go out, and form a circle 
on the reef from half a mile to a mile in circumference ; 
lertain parties keep the nets in proper positions^ 
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whilst others shout, and beat the water with sticks, 
gradually closiDg and contracting the circle; the 
frightened fish fly from one place of refuge to another, 
but the noise and turbulence still following and in- 
creasing, they dash at the nets, which, from their less 
turbid appearance, afford the most fallacious hopes of 
escape, and are taken in great numbers. 

There are three or four small islands off Botumah, 
one of which deserves particular notice. From its 
singular formation it has been called Split Island ; it is 
as if a violent convulsion had rent the island in two, and 
it looks as clearly divided as if it had been separated 
by a knife ; only, when the island yawned, its rocky 
summit must have toppled into the chasm, preventing 
the closure of the mighty fissure ; and there it re- 
mains midway, wedged firmer than any arch ever 
spanned by man. The weather would not admit of 
my visiting it ; but I am told that a boat may be 
taken through the passage by employing paddles in- 
stead of oars. 
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noticed a strong westerly current, particularly when 
in sight of the western islands of the Feejee group, 
making allowance for this set. The next day we 
had still made more westing than we calculated on, 
and when we supposed we were in the position of 
the reef, there was no reef to be seen. We continued 
three days hunting for it, and I began to suspect 
that it might have disappeared by the same myste- 
rious agency that had called it into existence : — that 
it had done its work of evil, and had withdrawn from 
the scene. 

August 8th. — Towards evening the hull of a vessel 
was descried from the mast head, and we soon made 
her out to be the wreck we were in search of. The 
weather was very propitious, for though we had a 
commanding breeze there was scarcely a ripple on 
the waters. The hull looked like a child's toy. Both 
masts had been carried away six or seven feet from 
the deck, and she lay on her bilge apparently com- 
pletely out of the water, and there was not the sign of 
a sheet of copper on her being strained. The sight of 
her helplessness created sensations of a melancholy 
nature. A range of breakers embraced a circuit of 
six or seven miles, but within them we could dis- 
cern still water, which at this juncture glanced like 
a mirror ; a glistening bank of white sand was in the 
centre of the still water, looking like the back of 
some monstrous Leviathan, who was being lulled to 
sleep in his clear calm berth by the music of the 
surrounding breakers. About a hundred paces to the 
eastward of the bank the poor " Kapid" was lying 
faster than she had ever ** sailed.'' On the norths 
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west side of this dangerous reef the breakerB form a 
concave crescent, and if any good could attend euch a 
proceeding, a vessel with the regular trade wind 
might venture to anchor in the embayment. We sailed 
into it and saw bottom, rocky coral, bad ground for 
recovering anchors. Having circumnavigated the 
reef we found it utterly impossible to effect a passage 
through the surf on its lee side, as it was one roaring 
mass of tumbling foam. Our only chance was taking 
the breakers close to where the vessel went ashore, 
which was nearly as possible on the south-east side. 
She was going dead before the wind with royals and 
top-galiant stu'nsails set when she struck, and she 
must have gone on the top of the breakers and been 
carried by her impetus into the shallow basin where 
she was now lying nearly dry. We had a boat lowered 
and pulled to an opening where the breakers were 
not constant. Watching our opportunity we went 
over on the crest of one, and gained the aandspit in 
safety, when we found the water so shoal that in 
many places we had to jump out of the boat and track 
her along. The sandspit was littered with wearing 
apparel, plates, glasses, bottles, empty casks, and all 
the debris of a deserted encampment ; old sails, can- 
vas, books, and nautical instruments were strewed 
about, and a spar remained standing supported by a 
triangle of muskets ; a bottle covered with net-work 
was suspended from the spar, and in it I discovered 
the written particulars of the wreck, with the aceoimt 
of the perilous voyage the unfortunates were hound 
upon. At so many paces eaat from the spar the 
doUare were buried: we immediately commenoed 
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digging according to directions, but not a ghost of a 
dollar did we find ; we then tracked the boat to the 
vessel. She lay completely out of the influence of the 
breakers, and judging from appearances nothing could 
disturb her, not even the effects of a violent hurricane ; 
her anchors were let go and her cables paid out mfour 
feet water ; spars, rigging, &c., commingled in inex- 
tricable confusion were lying beneath her ; but the 
copper on the weather side was not wrinkled. At 
first I had hopes of being able to get her afloat 
again, but on closer examination we found her back 
was broken, the cargo scarcely appeared disturbed, 
but unfortunately it was not a very valuable one, 
consisting chiefly of Sydney beef, and bread, and 
bottled beer. 

Whilst overhauling the wreck, signal guns with- 
drew our attention to our own vessel, and we 
had the satisfaction of seeing her hard and fast 
with her sails shivering. She had heeled on to a 
sunken patch in the offing. Fortunately there was 
no sea on, and by backing the yards she paid off 
again, but it gave us wreckers a tremendous fright. 
I sent the boat on board with a few odds and ends 
.as it was getting late, and returned to the sandspit, 
determined to remain there all night, while the vessel 
stood off and on. My volunteers made a screen of 
the boat sail, and after we had got a jovial fire 
blazing, which served as a beacon for the vessel as 
well as a comfort to us, we renewed our search for 
the dollars, but without success, though we worked for 
an hour or two past midnight. I had a demijohn of 
spirits with me, and as the air from our exposed 
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poeition was keen and cutting, I served out an al- 
lowance to eacli man preparatory to lying down. But 
not content, some of them had been slyly helping 
themselvesjand became drunk and unruly; quarrelling 
and fighting commenced, and I bad much difficulty 
in preventing bloodshed. Scarcely relieved from this 
apprehension and about to cloae my eyes, all notions 
of slumber were quickly dispelled by fears of another 
nature. The tide was rising on us, and that with 
such rapidity, that I verily expected the bark would 
be submerged : the only two men that were sober 
were alive to the same suspicions, and I found them 
quietly watching the boat till turn of tide ; the 
waters came high up, but left ua plenty of sleeping 
room, if my drunken fellows would have suffered ua 
to enjoy it. On refusing to allow one of them to 
take more spirits, he went away muttering, and 
moped at a distance by lumself, and just as we had 
all sunk into deep sleep, the blackguard took a keg 
of damaged ball cartridges and clapped It on the fire 
close to our feet. The esplosion, flying embers, and 
lurid gliu-e which lasted half a minute, were awfully 
startling, as we could not conceive what had happened; 
one or two of the party went rolling down the bank 
heels over licad in their hurry to escape from the 
unknown danger. I was very wroth, but could 
scarcely repress my laughter, when the great stupified J 
bullock of a fellow pleaded in excuse " that he couldn't 1 
sleep, and as I wouldn't give him any more grog, 1 
and there was no one to keep him company, he 
thought he'd just have a little qukt fiz to himself." I 
■'•^n't know how we escaped, but fortunately there 
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was no one hurt, not even the ignorant originator 
of the alarm. 

August 9th. — The first thing after day-light, we 
commenced at the wreck, and when the schooner 
hove in sight we had plenty in readiness, and succeeded 
in sending on board three boats deeply laden. One 
of the ship's compasses that I sent for was brought 
me. Took a more accurate survey, and tried again for 
the dollars without success ; slept again on the spit, 
and having written for the drunken fellows to be 
detained on board, the night passed without dis- 
turbance. 

Auffust lOth. — Loaded two boats from the wreck 
and went aboard ; re-perused the instructions about 
the dollars, and requested the master to try his 
chance for them whilst I took a spell, being much 
fatigued, and I advised him to work in the direction 
opposite to that given by the instructions. I had 
not been asleep an hour before I was roused up ; it 
had come on to blow fresh, and I was obliged to 
stand off the reef for a day or two. The breeze 
still freshening, I was not sorry to see the boat return- 
ing with all hands in her, and my gratification was 
increased when she came alongside to find that she 
had brought the dollars. Instead of their being 
buried east from the spar, the spar was east from 
them, and by following my directions the first shovel 
struck in the ground disturbed the dollars. I never for 
a moment doubted their being on the reef, but instead 
of between four or five thousand we only found 2918. 
The breeze still increasing and blowing directly upon 
the reef, we came to the resolution of standing back 
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again to Rotumah, to land the cargo and take i 
fresh supply of water, for, owing to our stock, and 
increase of owr crew, it was nearly expended. 

August I7th. — This morning wc again drop 
anchor at Rotumah, not exactly at our old stati 
being somewhat closer in with the reef. We 
served, aa we came to our anchorage, that a U 
vesael waa riding heavily off the eastern extremitj 
the Island; our position was much more shelte 
and greatly to be preferred. As soon aa wc had 
oil snug, I pulled on board the stranger, to see if 
needed supplies. She proved an American ri 
whaler out twenty-two months, with 2300 barrel 
oil in her. "We did a little business, hut water ' 
what he principally stood in need of, and he ' 
bound to the Curtis to try and fill up with apt 
oiL It was dark aa pitch when we ;^in started 
our own vessel, and blowing so fresh that on attea 
ing to hoist sail we narrowly escaped capsizing, w; 
nothing could have saved ua. Taught caution 
peaked our oara and flew merrily before the g 
till we were nearly alongside, having been propel 
by our wooden sails nearly seven miles. 

As my time was pretty much at my own comma 
I employed it in maSing observations about 
Island. In my walks I was delighted with the g] 
variety of trees, shrubs, and beautiful flowers, 
every step some new floral beauty would burst n: 
me, glowing with the most bTiWiant colours; 
unlike the flowers and shnvVja of Sew South Ws 
most of thorn possess a grate ^^ Y^^"™^- ^mit, 
flad vegetables grow In ^r^cat- b^^^^^^^ ™^ l^e« 
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several descriptions of both, which I never saw or heard 
of before. The Timanu is a tree deserving particular 
notice ; it is a wide-spreading umbrageous tree, with 
a deep green foliage, its shade furnishing a cool 
retreat from the noontide sun. There is a fine grove 
of them on the beach opposite the anchorage, which 
the natives are very proud of. Like all the plants 
and shrubs on the Island, it is an evergreen, and at 
certain seasons it throws out bunches of white 
blossoms delightfully fragrant. The natives are 
passionately fond of it, and with it they impregnate 
the oil with which they anoint themselves. The 
wood is hard, of a deep mahogany hue, with a beau- 
tiful curling and waving grain: it takes a high 
polish, and looks extremely handsome when worked 
into furniture. The native canoes are of peculiar 
construction. They have no trees high enough of 
the proper wood to form the main body of the canoe, 
like the New Zealanders; they are therefore built 
out of several pieces, which are sewed together with 
a sort of twine, of their own manufacture, made from 
the husks of the cocoa-nut. They are deep and nar- 
row, somewhat angularly formed ; the thwarts for the 
pullers to sit upon are made fast to the gunwales, 
and, to prevent the canoe from capsizing, they have 
an outrigger attached. They are unsightly-looking 
things, wanting altogether the lightness and grace of 
a New Zealand canoe ; their paddles, too, are clumsy 
and heavy, and lack the symmetry and grace of the 
New Zealanders. There are several lai^e double 
canoes on the Island, connected together by a strong 
platform ; and in former times, when the population 
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of the country exceeded the means of support, or it 
was feared that it would do ao, oracles were eon- 
suited, and at their instigation a party would start 
oflf in one of these canoes in aeareh of fresh land: 
sometimes fuiling in their object, they would find 
their way back again in a most miserable plight ; but 
the result of the generality of such expeditions was 
never known. Of late years, there have been no 
adventures of the kind, and these ship-canoea from 
their long disuse arc fast falling to decay ; there are 
seventeen or eighteen of them upon the Island, care- 
fully built over to protect them from the weatlier. 
These ship-canoes are no two of the same length ; the 
longer one will be from eighty to ninety feet, while 
the smaller, answering the purpose of an outrigger, 
would not exceed fifty or sixty feet : each canoe has 
from four to five feet beam, but they have no floor ; 
and, looked at separately, without their stem and 
stern pieces, they would be taken for troughs. They 
are kept about six feet asunder by cross beams 
laahcd and otherwise made fast to the gunwales of 
both canoes; the beams are planked over, which 
furnishes a deck of from fourteen to sixteen feet 
in breadth. Both canoea are entirely covered in, 
and there are small hatchways with sliding covers. 
When » party has determined upon an exploring 
expedition, they build a house upon the main deck 
and stow their provisions, &c. in the holds of the 
canoes. Their saila are made of a species of rush 
marled together: in form they resemble the New 
Zealandera, being when set like an inverted triangle. 
The natives of Eotumah do not tattoo their faces. 
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but their bodies, particularly from the waist to the 
knees, are ornamented with various designs, some of 
them very elegant ; and when I first saw them at a 
distance, I thought they had got on close-fitting blue 
drawers. Their arms are covered with fantastic de- 
vices, and being desirous of witnessing the operation 
I induced a native to tattoo a small figure on one of 
mine. Very few are skilled in the art of tattooing, and 
I was surprised at the number of the instruments 
used by the operator : they are made of small pieces 
of tortoise-shell of different widths neatly secured to 
handles, and resemble miniature garden hoes, with fine 
serrated teeth cut in the edges of the blades, sharp as 
needles. Having rubbed down the nut of a peculiar 
tree that had been burnt to charcoal, the operator 
mixed with it the juice of a herb, and water to render 
it sufficiently fluid. Without first tracing the design, 
he dipped the teeth of the instrument into the 
mixture, and placing it on my arm tapped it gently 
with a light piece of wood so as just to draw the 
blood, and he kept changing the instrument from very 
broad to very narrow, as the nature of the figure he 
intended to produce, required. The operation is 
painful, at least I found it so, and I should think it 
must be very severe to those who submit their whole 
bodies to the puncturing process; but it is the 
" fashion of Rotumah," and the fear of being ridiculed 
by their companions overcomes every other dread. 

Circumcision is practised among them, and the 
performance of the ceremony is looked upon as an 
eventful period in their lives : great feasting is always 
made upon the occasion, provided by the father of the 
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chilJ. They do not knoiv from what the custom h 
originated ; m fact they seem to posseaa very L 
traditionnry lore, and what they have amongst the 
generally of the most abaurd descrlptiorij that respect- 
ing the origin of Roturaah not the least so. They 
Bay that many ages ago it was only a rock, but that 
a man and woman swam across the aea with baskets 
of earth upon their shoulders and there deposited it. 
It grew, and from it sprang the fertility with which 
the island is now clothed, and this couple were the 
ancestral Adam and Eve of the Rotumah population. 
They seem to have various superstitious notions, but 
no religious faith, fully believing in the agency of 
evil spirits, but do not appear to have the least notion 
of the good offices of a benevolent one. They have 
no forms of worship amongst them. The friends of 
a sick party will sometimes indulge in abusive and 
fiery language to the evil spirit, to see if they can 
scare him from those afflicted ; but finding he is not 
to he forced away by bullying, the females, who in 
all climes and countries are ever ready to devote 
themselves to soothe the couch of sickness, try their 
powers of propitiation by sacrificing to the demon 
first one joint of their fingers and then another. 

I observed in my memoranda the last time I visited 
here, that the natives had a nasty practice of smear- 
ing their bodies with oil and powder made from the 
turmeric root. I bad opportunity this time for noting 
further particulars : those who are engaged in planting 
the root are forbidden all intercourse with women, 
or even with their own families, and until the ground 
is prepared, and the business of planting is finished, 
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they abstain as much as possible from contact with 
any one; their food is prepared and carried to a 
certain distance from them, and they sleep in a house 
distant from the settlement, religiously convinced 
that if they fail in these observances the crops would 
not prosper. The same observances are maintained, 
and if possible with greater strictness when the root 
is being dug up, and during the time of its manu- 
facturing process into powder. The root, after being 
carefully washed, is scraped and put into a covered 
trough, left open at one end to admit the arm of the 
manufacturer, who pours in water, and works the 
scrapings about with a round stick till its virtues are 
expressed ; it is then allowed to stand awhile, when 
the refuse is carefully separated: after it has had 
time again to settle, the water is poured off, when a 
bright red sediment is found ; this is made into conical 
cakes, rather larger than an ordinary wine-glass, and 
dried in the sun. If the manufacturer neglects or 
breaks any of the regulations imposed upon him, they 
assert that all his efforts will prove utterly unavailing. 
I laughed heartily at this intimation, and they told me 
I might laugh, but they had tested the truth of it by 
repeated experiments ; hereupon I was rude enough 
to indulge in louder cachinnation, but it only had the 
effect of making them compassionate me as a fooL 

A London missionary vessel, in visiting the island 
a short time since, had left behind, with the sanction 
of the chiefs, some of the Friendly Island natives who 
had been converted to Christianity, for the purpose 
of using their exertions in the same cause with the 
Botumah people. At present they possess no in- 
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duence whatever, for though the Friendly Island 
nativea are enabled to read the scnpturcs which have 
been rendered into their own tongue by the labours 
of the English chute h-missi on ariee, the Rotumah 
dialect differs so much from theirs, that I (lid not 
hear of a single neophyte. The chiefs derided the 
idea of becoming misaionaries, admitting, at the same 
time, that the Varao natives were quite harmless 
people, who neither " makee steal nor makee fight." 

The following are the bearings and distances 
of the three islands noticed from our anchorage. 
Wea Island, or Emery's Island, the latter name 
derived from a white man named Emery who resided 
there for several years, bore south-west, distant about 
four miles. It is high and conically shaped, and may 
be seen at a considerable distance. Attan, S. S. W., 
distant about seven miles, a small islet gently rising 
from a sandy beach, entirely surrounded by a reef; 
very diflScult of access, lauding being impracticable 
except in the finest weather. Split Island, or, as 
the natives call it, Auth Luna (the hollow stone), 
bore south by west, distant about ten miles. I 
entered a passing remark on Split Island when I waa 
last here, and now, having the leisure, resolved to 
indulge my curiosity. Stepping into a canoe, with 
Emery as chaperone, and three natives as assistants, 
we took advantage of a fine clear day, and sailed for 
a nearer inspection of this wonder of nature. When 
we accomplished about half the distance, we observed 
two other canoes put out from Wea Island, and make 
for the same destination. We steered for the south 
Bide of the island, that we might paddle through the 
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split." As we neared, the weather was so calm, 
that though no soundings could be obtained close to 
the island, and the side we were rounding rose per- 
pendicularly from the water, the long glassy un- 
dulations of the ocean laved the rocky base without 
creating a ripple. We approached within an oar's 
length of this immense rock: its grandeur imposed 
feelings of awe, and I could scarcely reconcile to my 
mind that we were in a safe position; however, I 
left it to Emery, who was an experienced hand. On 
gaining the passage, I felt still less at my ease ; it is 
only of sufficient width to admit of a canoe being 
paddled through, and is about 200 feet in length. 
The two sides of the cleft correspond exactly, and at 
about one third from the summit of the opening a 
massive block is firmly wedged ; and, from its appear- 
ance, I am confirmed in the opinion, that in the con- 
vulsion that caused this singular phenomenon, as the 
fearful chasm was about to close, the upper part of the 
island tottered from its centre and tumbled into the 
yawning gulf, where it got immovably jammed, and 
prevented closer union, leaving this passage a memorial 
of the terrific convulsions that must have troubled these 
seas, and reminding man of the insignificance of all 
his works when compared with the grand and mighty 
operations of nature. The water in the passage ap- 
peared of immeasurable depth, and the long smooth 
rolling swell that swept through it seemed like the 
convolutions of some monster of the deep. We had 
only one native with us who had been to the island 
before, and he desired us to turn face about, that we 
might work the canoe through stem first, as the 

V 4 
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landing-place was on our larboard hand, and the out^ 
rigger being on the lartoard side of the canoe we 
should get dashed to pieces unleaa we shifted. I waa 
somewhat startled, and, being no awimmer, did not 
altogether relish the intelligenec ; but the imper- 
turbable coolness with which old Emery set to work 
caused me to suppress any observation I felt tempted 
to make. On clearing the passage, prepared as I was 
for an awkward landing-place, I was not quite pre- 
pared for what I saw : the island is a wall of rock 
shooting upwarda from 400 to 600 feet high, and 
curving like a horse-shoe, the south-eastern ter- 
mination of the curve being split and riven into 
a thousand pinnacles and rocky needles. The passage 
we came through is exactly in the centre of the 
crescent; but instead of finding tlie sea placid in the 
" Hollow," as it was outaide, it was tumbling about, 
foaming and seething like a boiling cauldron, roaring 
and dashing up the rocks as if trying to overleap 
the opposing barrier ; and in its retreat forming such 
eddies, that I momentarily expected to be shivered 
like the rocks around us. The whole swell of the ocean 
sets into this "hollow," and even if there is no breeze, 
the contracting points of the curve confine the rolling 
billows, vrhich, in their recoil, create this dancing 
turmoil. 

Well was it for us that the natives from Wea had i 
paddled into the hollow before us, as they were I 
accustomed to the island, and to land on its steep and. I 
slippery sides. The way they managed was admi- 1 
rable. They balanced their canoes so close to the pre* f 
cipitous rock, that the laahing surge broke just under I 
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their bows and went roaring a hundred feet above 
them. Wondering what they were going to do, we 
noticed two of them plunge into the crest of a gigantic 
roller, and when it had spent itself and I expected to 
see their mangled remains swept back in its rushing 
retreat, the men were standing on the rocks high 
over head, smiling and nodding to us. One of them 
had a long rope coiled round his waist, and he threw 
the end of it down to us : Emery gave it to me, and 
told me when the next swell hove us nearly on a level 
with the men, to leap with all my might towards 
them. My amazement at this cool request was 
too great for utterance, but somehow I did as I was 
desired. Watching the favourable moment I gave 
a spring, and the natives who held the rope seconding 
the impetus, jerked me alongside them like a fish out 
of water ; Emery followed immediately after, aided in 
the same way. The man with uer who had already 
visited the island threw himself overboard, and in a 
few minutes he also had secured a footing, dripping 
like a water sprite. The two left in the canoe lost 
their presence of mind, and would infallibly have 
been lost, had not the natives from Wea reassured 
them and directed them how to act. Extricated from 
their difficulty, they backed through the passage to 
wait outside till I was ready to return to Botumah. 
My anxiety to witness how the Wea people would 
dispose of their canoes, kept me standing on the spot 
where I landed : it had been their intention to have 
brought them up the shelving ascent after us, but 
the sea increasing in violence put it out of their 
power. The tide was about half ebb, and immediately 
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oppoaite to us, on the south side of the "split," 
small Bandj Bpot became visible at times through the I 
spreading foam left by the heavy breakers that e 
hausted their fury on a shoal or reef that extended a 
short distance from it. Above the sandapit the rocks 
assumed all the ruggedness and variety of form that 
they would if a mine of gunpowder had been recently 
sprung beneath them ; and this was the uninviting- 
looking shelter the Wea islanders now sought for 
their canoes. For nearly a quarter of an hour they 
remained balancing them with their paddles before 
venturing into the surf: at last they gave way, and 
I fancied they had mistaken the moment, for a roller 
heavier than any that had preceded it carae sweeping 
after them, sending the canoe broadside on. Now was 
the time to admire their dexterity j every man leapt 
out and kept his back to the lee side of the canoe, 
except one, who seized the stern with one hand whilst 
he appeared to strike out with the other. They were 
overwhelmed in the foam, but when the strength of 
the wave liad passed they had got the canoe hauled 
up and secured in a crevice, to which, under any cir- 
cumstances, I should have had difficulty in clambering. 
There is a little soil on the summit or wall-like ridge 
of the island yielding a growth of coarse grass, and 
a peculiar variety of scrub. The natives have like- 
wise succeeded in rearing a few cocoa-nut trees. The 
ascent to a novice is rather perilous, and made me 
wink ; you have to wind your way up laterally, and 
at one point you have to pass round the sahent pro- 
jection of ft bald rock where the footing is shelving 
and not fourteen inches broad, the rock overhead 
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bulging forward, while below you have a sheer fall 
between 200 and 300 feet in depth. I was for giving 
it up, when Emery took the lead, telling me it was 
the only dangerous spot : but then he was barefooted, 
and for years had been habituated to go so; the 
tenderness of my feet would not allow me to dispense 
with shoes, and the slippery soles made my case 
more perilous; false shame prevented my retreat- 
ing, but at the time I could not help considering 
that the object to be obtained was scarcely worth 
the risk. When I had sidled half way across this 
very awkward pass, my arms extended and fingers 
stretched out nervously clutching at any little un- 
evenness of surface, and whilst I was hesitating 
where next to put my foot, groping in vain for some 
fissure into which I might thrust my fingers, or for 
some root that I might grasp, I caught sight of the 
frightful descent, my head swam, tod I was turning 
sick. At this moment of imminent risk, a native 
daringly swayedhimself outside me, striking me smartly 
on the back as he passed : this recalled my senses, 
and I arrived in safety on firmer footing again. 
The rapidity with which this bold action was per- 
formed is surprising ; for a moment the man's body 
must have been off the centre of gravity, and I 
believe the poor fellow endangered his life to inspire 
me with confidence, for had I slipped when he was 
passing me, he would have been involved in certain 
destruction. 

From long practice the natives of Wea Island are 
excellent cragsmen, and we now ascertained that the 
present party had come for the purpose of catching 
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birda, and to prepare for a larger party to aaaemble on 
the morrow, bi>th from Wiia Island and from Rotumah. 
They have a saying amongst them, that " he who does 
not visit Auth Luna (the hollow rock) will die a fool." 
Great feasting and playing are held on occasion of these 
initiatory visits, and being urgently preaaed by the 
natives to stay and witness the oeremouies I agreed 
to do so. I could not induce the two natives that 
came with us, and who had not previously visited the 
island, to land ; tlicy declared that ill luck would 
follow them if they did, as they had brought no pigs 
nor any thing as an offering, but if I would allow 
them to go they would return iu the morning with 
pigs, &c., and bring any thing from the vessel that I 
might require. I was glad of the opportunity, and 
away they went highly delighted. There are not twenty 
feet square of level land on this singularly eruptive 
formation ; and the only walking or scrambling prac- 
ticable without danger is a narrow foot track worn 
by the natives on the mural summit. I went to survey 
the " Split" from above, and had another opportunity 
of witnessing the coolness of nerve possessed by the 
AVea islanders, and their ability as cragsmen. One 
of them had brought a coil of plaited lines made like 
Bennit 200 or 300 fathoms long; they were knotted 
together) and the conjoint end he proceeded to make 
fast round a projection of the cliff on which he was 
standing. Approaching the edge, ho bent forward 
and shook his lines clear from entanglement ; and 
'whilst I was admiring the steadiness of his nerves, 
catching hold of the lines he stepped down the 
upright precipice as deliberately as I would walk 
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down a flight of stairs. Eager to witness his pro- 
ceedings^ I crawled on hands and knees to the edge 
of the cliffy, and by lying on my stomach brought my 
head so that I could watch his manoeuvres. I saw 
him land on the rock mentioned as being wedged in 
the split, and recklessly scamper about in pursuit of 
half-fledged birds which were screaming in all direc- 
tions, trying in vain to escape the merciless clutdies 
of their unexpected visitant. Having collected all 
the game to be obtained, he made them fast to the 
lines, then letting down his hair which fell to his 
waist, he collected the long ends to a point above his 
head, which he secured by binding firmly round 
with grass, and immediately afterwards disappeared 
in some cavernous recesses. On again emerging to 
the light, he caught hold of the lines, and walked up 
the cliff with the same careless ease he exhibited in 
descending. The mystery of tying up the hair was 
explained ; he had converted it into a receptacle for 
eggs, and had from forty to fifty stowed in it. I 
don't know any other plan he could have adopted 
to have conveyed them up the precipice without 
breakage. 

The natives were particularly kind and considerate : 
they desired Emery to tell me, not to be concerned 
at the badness of my fare that evening, as in the 
morning I should have plenty of everything. They 
resigned a hurricane house, the only building on the 
island, to our use, and did everything in their power 
to render us as comfortable as the place would 
admit. By the light of the moon, which shone 
brilliantly, the natives prepared their bird nets. At 
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the end of a slender wand, from six to eiglit feet in 
length, they fastened two pliant switches, which 
were bent into a hoop, and to this the light but 
strong bag-net was secured. No sooner had the moon 
gone down, and the birds had ceased to hover on the 
wing, than off they started, clambering places that to 
me would have been inaccessililc by broad day-light, 
scaring the wild fowl from their roosting- pi aces, and 
dexterously catching them in their nets aa they 
darted hurriedly into the air. I trembled for the 
lives of these extraordinary cragsmen ; they dared 
passes no goat could attempt, clinging with one hand, 
and rapidly wliirling the net with the other, as they 
disturbed the birda from holes and hollows in the 
bald precipices. The next morning proved ratlier 
rough, and it was iinpoesible to effect an entrance 
to the " hollow : " the "Wea people began to doubt if 
the party would come ; but come they did, though 
later than expected : they pulled round to the con- 
vex side of the island, where a broken ravine rendered 
the ascent possible : those on shore swam to them 
through the surf, and took their freight from them, 
swimming back with it to the rocks. The pigs were 
unceremoniously pitched o\'er the sides of the canoes 
with their legs tied ; and it was ludicrous to sec how 
the gallant fellows handled them — big or little, they 
tucked them under one of their arms, striking out 
with the other, poor piggy endeavouring to twist his 
snout above the water ; and when a heavy swell met 
them, it was surprising to behold with what dexterity 
they dived before it could break, carrying the un- 
fortunate grunters with them. After the cargo was 
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all safely landed^ they then attended to the safe con- 
duct of the company ; girls, boys, and women, all 
jumped fearlessly into the water, two of the bold 
Wea islanders gallantly escorting each one, and 
occasionally giving them an arm of encouragement. 
Some of the bouncing huzzies did not wait for their 
escort, but sprang overboard, laughing with delight, 
and propelled themselves through the water like 
steam-boats. It was a wild and novel scene. Not- 
withstanding the pronounced impracticability of 
entering the hollow with the canoes, no sooner were 
they clear than the Wea lads took possession of them, 
and fearlessly paddled them over the huge swells, 
each canoe in its turn having a rope fixed round 
the stem, which was hurled to those on shore. At a 
favourable moment the signal was made ; with great 
skill the canoe was kept head on over both billows, 
and, as the swell rose, it was carried up the rocks, and 
before the drawback could affect it, a dozen stout 
fellows or more had hauled it out of reach of the 
waves, to a place where I had diflSculty in simply 
maintaining my footing. The whole of the company 
did not assemble till evening, and the feasting cere- 
mony was postponed to the following day. There 
was a strong batch of us, and no shelter but the 
small hurricane hut before mentioned. The appear- 
ance of the heavens had been very threatening all the 
day, and, now that darkness was closing in upon us, 
there were unequivocal indications of an approaching 
storm. All hands immediately set to work, and in an 
incredibly short time, they had constructed several 
narrow houses, covered in with the woven leaves 
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of the cocoa-nut tree, ivhicb rendered them weather- 
proof. Provided for the worst, they yielded them 
selves to fun and frolic ; kava was made in abund- 
ance, the red paint mixed with oil waa plentifully 
besmeared about their persons, and Binging was 
going on in high glee, when suddenly the heavy rajn 
came down, and put a stop to their sports ; every one 
like a rabbit sought his burrow, all distinction waa 
done away with, and our house was crowded like the 
rest. The atorm was exceedingly violent while it 
lasted, the lightning waa fearfully vivid, and followed 
by such tremendous revcrbcratory bursts of thunder, 
that it may truly be said wc were electrified. But no 
traces of the storm existed in the morning, and the 
day showed calm and fine. 

I waa in^dted to visit a natural cave, which Emery 
assured me was the greatest curiosity on the island, 
but that its situation was dangerous and diflScuIt of 
approach. He had witnessed it on a former occa- 
sion ; I therefore could not see what was to prevent 
me from doing what he had done, particularly aa 
my short stay on the island had rendered me leas 
liable to vertigo, and I expressed my determination 
to go and see it. Some of the uninitiated from 
Rotumah agreed to accompany me ; but, on starting, 
their couri^e failed, and they turned back. "We 
partly descended the ravine near which the yester- 
day's party had disembarked, and then, diverging 
to our left, struck laterally along the face of a 
sloping ledge of rock, utterly bare of any sign of 
verdure, anc^ where afalse step would have precipitated 
you from a height of several hundred feet into the 
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sea. Having crossed this ugly spot, we descended a 
little, and had to win our way to a projecting angle, 
which contained the redoubted cave. For a few yards 
the path shelves, and docs not exceed two feet in 
breadth; and, there being nothing to conceal the 
depth below, many a Hoturaah native who had ven- 
tured thus far was brought to a stand-still. Before 
reaching the spot I had pulled off my ahoea, and I 
accomplished the pass without pain or difficulty. But 
I was greatly disappointed in the cavern ; it was 
merely a hollow, running horizontally, no consider- 
able way, into the rock, and was absolutely devoid of 
any interesting or peculiar features. We had dis- 
turbed hundreds of birds iu our transit, which filled 
the air with their shrill discordant cries ; and whilst 
sitting to enjoy the full novelty of our position, we 
saw right beneath us in the clear, placid, sky-coloured 
water, a large brown shark leisurely sailing to and 
fro ; his sharp fins and white belly every now and 
then appearing above the surface. It seemed as if the 
fellow was waiting the chance of a fall ; and his per- 
tinacity in remaining about the spot induced me to 
conjecture that he could smell us. A cluster of natives 
were assembled to witness our return ; they evidently 
did not expect to see me again. My re-appearance 
inspired the timid with confidence, and twelve or 
thirteen set off to inspect the wonder, that they 
might hereafter recount their feat of daring. To 
the Rotumah people, indeed, auch an exploit is one 
to be long talked of, but the Wea islanders think 
no more of such a performance than they would of 
walking along any other narrow pathway; for when 
TOL. I. O 
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the heavy rains came on during the thunderstorm, 
anticipating a long continuance of tern pest uoub 
weatherj three of thera took slielter in this cave for 
the night, when the road to it must have been ren- 
dered infinitely more slippeiy and dangerous, putting 
. the darkness of the hour out of the question. 

About noon, every thing for the feast being ready, 
I was summoned to attend, A spot on tlie liigheat 
elevation of the island, not far from the " split," was 
selected aa the festal scene. A slab of rock formed a 
natural table, and three or four feathery trees, some- 
thing resembling the sivamp oak of New South Wales, 
partly sheltered it from the extreme heat of the sun ; 
the leaves of the cocoa-nut tree were interwoven and 
spread aa a table-cloth ; and this was covered with 
junks of roast pork, birds, fish, yams, tarro, and 
other vegetables, with a variety of fruits all inter- 
mixed. Large bowls of kava were in readiness, and 
cocoa-nut shells of the much prized-scented oil and 
turmeric powder. Understanding the white man's 
fashion, a leg of pork and some birds, with some 
young cocoa-nuts ready opened, were laid before 
Emery and me. The table not being large enough 
to admit the whole company at once, the Wea people 
were first invited to take their seats with the young 
women. Each having swallowed a bowl of kava, 
they fell to like wolves upon the provisions, cram- 
ming their mouths as full as they could stuff them ; 
and in the midst of their voracity two of the party 
came round to " sopc " them, as is their phri^e. One 
carried, wrapped in green leaves, the roasted entrails 
of the pigs, and the other a large roasted head of an 
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awfully sanguinary look. These were presented al- 
ternately to every one at the table, and each took a 
mouthful to the full extent of his jaws, shaking iheir 
heads like sharks till the delicate nioraeb were rent 
asunder. VV hen they had eaten to repletion, or 
nearly so, the females retired, leaving behind them 
the upper mats they had oa, which were new and 
fine, and prepared expressly for the occasion, as a 
tribute for the gallant assiatance rendered by the 
Wea islanders. 

The ladies had not long nbeented themselves when 
some of them returned, bearing the bowls of paint, 
with which they covered the wliole of the men's 
bodies, from their waists to their necks, down their 
arms to their wrists. Seen at a distance they would 
have been taken for a bivouac of soldiers dressed in 
bright scarlet jackets. On the completion of this cere- 
mony the whole party rose, and, standing in a circle, 
one of them commenced a wild chant ; and, at the end 
of every pecuharly prolonged cadence, ail would joia 
in an extraordinary refrain, accompanied with wild 
gesticulation. Eacli of the party having preluded in 
this singular manner, according to seniority or rank, 
they retired to make room for another group. The 
table was again covered in the same profusion, and 
BO it went on till all on the island had participated 
in the feast. Not one tenth part of the proviaiona 
prepared for the occasion was consumed, the custom 
being to share the renmants to be enjoyed in privacy 
at home. Tlie afternoon offering fair for our depar- 
ture, the gallant Wea men came to see us oflT in 
safety. They carried the canoe down the declivity 
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till within rcacli of the aea'a foam, and, biddini 
Emery and me take our seats, they waited till tin 
8Ca floated the canoe above their heads, and thel 
launched her with all their might. We descended 
nearly perpendicularly, but rose with the recoil; an^ 
under old Emery's directions, I seized a paddle, aiK 
■we worked away till we had got her without 1 
breakers, and our Rotumah men then swam to us. 

The islet of Attan, &o named from the abundanoj 
of fruit which grows on it, called by the natives Atta 
is another of those places to which the natives ooi 
aionally resort to feast and play. But they genera 
go there well provided against casualties ; for s 
times, after having landed, they have been unable t 
get away again for upwards of a fortnight ; and on 
one occasion, a party of more than a hundred were 
reduced to such an extremity as to be compelled to 
eat grass ; and had it not been for the daring of the 
"Wea Islanders they would all or the greater part of 
tbem have perished. Emery was with the party 
when tbey landed, and, not liking tbe appearance of 
the atmosphere, he urged the chief to leave ; but be 
had bis spirit chief with him, who ridiculed Emery's 
auguries and prophesied that they should have the 
finest of weather. Two canoes with Wea people 
in them, who were intimately acquainted with tbe 
atmospherical transitions peculiar to Auth Luna and 
Attan, put off without loss of time for their own 
island, carrying Emery with them; but the chief 
persisted in remaining. For a fortnight they were 
encircled with such a tumidtuous sea of breakers 
ibat no canoe could face tbem ; and in one attempt 
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three of tbem were dashed to atoms, and tliose in 
them were hurled upon the rocksj and so badly 
injured as barely to escape with life. Conjecturing 
the wretched extremity to which they must be re- 
duced, the Wea Islanders loaded their canoes with 
provisions, and, with practised skill, approached the 
boiling reef as close as was consistent with safety, and 
part of them bokily plunged into the whirling eddies, 
carrying the provisions for the relief of those on 
shore. Had it not been for this timely succour, 
many would have perished. No one attempted to 
follow the Wca people to their canoes, that being a 
feat of boldness and dexterity peculiar to themselves. 

There are two [conical rociia on Attan resembUng 
works of art : they are shaped like two gigantic sugar- 
loaves; the natives have entitled them King and 
Queen ; and they are looked upon as the presiding 
deities of the island ; and whenever it is visited by 
any of them, they make oblations to these insensate 
blocks, of kava, meat, vegetables &c., and plentifully 
besmear them with red turmeric. Should they fail in 
doing so, they say that the offended dignitaries would 
raise a tempest and prevent their leaving the island, 
Their superstition is very wilful ; for, notwithstanding 
the many lying predictions of the spirit chiefs, they 
continue to repose the bliadest confidence in their 
pretended prescience. 

On regaining the schooner I received a note from 
the person who had undertaken to navigate her, 
apprising me of his intention to rcm^n at Eotumah. 
At his own earnest solicitation I had taken this man 
from Sydney, I had conferred sevei'al favour'^ on him, 
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and at the last hour Lnd advanced liim cash to a 
him from arrest. No one on board, save hinia 
understood how to ascertain the longitude by chrono" 
meter; and dead reckoning, where the currents v 
BO rapid and changeable, could not be depended c 
But I waa so thoroughly disgusted with his : 
gratitude, and his many attempts at impositionj thau 
bethinking me of the uncouth uneducated men , 
had fallen in with — skippers of American whalers— 
I put to myself the question " what should hinder n 
acquiring a knowledge of navigation?" Hithert 
I had not sought to know any thing about it, lest il 
should be thought I was interfering in matters Xfl 
had no business with ; but now, on the point of being I 
abandoned by the man to whom I had always shovra , 
every attention and deference, the quicksilver in 
my veins rose to fever heat ; and, rather than submit 
to any humiliating concessions, or make one effort for 
the ingrate to remain, I determined to know that 
niffht as much of the working of time into longitude 
as would serve to carry us ou our course : and the 
sailing-master heartily approving my resolution, I 
wrote a quiet note back to the gentleman, telling him 
I thought he was acting very foolishly, but as such 
was his purpose I should make no efforts to induce 
him to alter it ; and reminding him that, as we in- 
tended sailing at daylight the next morning, he had 
better lose no time in collecting any thing that 
belonged to him. This brought him on board ; and, 
after exhibiting signs of nervous restlessness, but none 
of packing up, he begged I would let him have a few 
articles, that he might not be left destitute. I could 
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not help smiliug at the way in which he framed his 
request ; but, anxious to give him a leaaon, 1 desired 
him to make out a Jiat of what he wanted. It was 
rather a modest one, drawn out, I believe, in the hope 
that it would not be granted, and he should then 
have a pretext of volunteering to remain. But my 
mind was made up : I would submit to no more 
trickery, or the chances of it ; and, aa he had brought 
his position on himself, by his own double- dealing, 
and the attempt to practise on my feara, if he now 
wanted to quell his own, which were evidently con- 
siderably excited, he should make an express ap- 
plication to be allowed to continue the voyage. 
Slightly commenting on his notions of providing 
against destitution of hie own seeking, I handed the 
list to the mate and desired him to put the articles 
into the boat. Completely taken aback at this un- 
hoped for liberality, the worthy snivelled out some- 
thing about giving me an order on his agent in Sydney 
for the amount he would owe me ; but never otFei'ed 
to write it ; nor would it have been worth the paper 
blackened if he had. No excuse existing for hia 
lingering on board any longer, with a lengthened 
face he called the steward to get his trunks on deck. 
I suffered him to go over the side ; and when he was 
seated in the boat, seeing how wretchedly downcast 
he was, I said to him, " It strikes me you are not 
over happy in the choice you have made : if your 
heart misgives you, you can remain on board ; but I 
have lost all dependence on you, and if you do re- 
main you will in future have nothing to do with the 
yeEsel." I addressed liim openly, as the mate had 
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juet whispered to me that he had been tamperl 
with the crew, and bad assured the men that, y 
out him, in less than a week, we should be rolling 
the sands. Cur though he was, he could not, 1 
shame falter now in presence of all those 
whom he had been making his boasts, and he directe 
the men to put him ashore. When the boat c 
back, a letter was handed me from him, which wt 
up, after much incoherent rambling, with the word 
*' If I had been in any other place I would have d 
manded the satisfaction of a gentleman." 
thought I, " no place so good as that where we i 
and it is a pity you should be disappointed." Calling 
three hands into the boat, and taking the lit 
skipper with me, I hastened ashore. The man 
wounded honour was resting on the naked shaft of a 
cocoa-nut branch, and was surrounded by a mob of 
runaway seamen and escaped convicts. With his 
letter in my hand, I stepped up to tliia susceptible 
gentleman. " Is this your writing?" inquired I. 

" Ye-e-e-e-B," was the hesitating reply. 

" Indeed ! So after you have been playing upon 
me by every means in yonr power, trying to excite 
disaffection amongst the crew, and doing all you 
could to injure me in return for the kindness I have 
shown you, you say. If you were in any other place 
yon would demand the satisfaction of a gentleman. 
Go ! get your pistols ! here's a clear sandy beach and 
nobody to interrupt you." I had given the dog a 
fine pair of duelling pistols, and he used to boast of 
I hie ability to snuff a candle at twenty paces. 

''No! no I no! my dear sir; you have mistaken 
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me altogether^ that's not the satisfaction I meant ; 
I only meant, that if we were in Sydney, we would 
have a little friendly explanation together in a friend's 
house, for I know there's somebody on board that's 
been running me down." 

" What are you talking about, man ? hasn't every 
thing you have done been your own voluntary act 
and deed ? and after having written me your determi- 
nation to stay ashore, finding that I don't seek to 
detain you, haven't you been tampering with the 
allegiance of the crew ?" 

" No-o-o-o ; I never did." 

"Oh, sir!" said the men from the boat, *Mon't 
say that ; you know you came for'ard and told us 
that unless you went in the vessel she would be 
rolling in the sands in less than a week, that the 
captain knew nothing about finding the ship's 
position, and that we should be all lost." 

You're a liar I" was the gentlemanly rejoinder. 
Oh, I won't stand that," replied the man nearest 
him ; and he struck at him right and left with his 
clenched fists before I could prevent it. In an 
instant the fellow raised the heavy cocoa-nut branch 
on which he was leaning, and struck the youngster 
violently over the head with it ; and we were soon 
surrounded by his ruffianly gang, who were armed 
with sword-sticks, dirks, and bowie-knives, and in- 
flamed with drink, which this worthy had given them 
out of the stock I had supplied him with. I wrested 
a knife from the hand of one vagabond ; and the mate 
got possession of a sword-stick. We then cleared a 
space, and throwing the knife towards him, " There," 
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eaid I, "is one of the weapoua you Lave innocently 1 
prepared for ua ; but let no man come near i 
take the consequences. And now I tell you, for thtl 
last time, there rides the veaael ; and if you really 1 
tremble to remain ashore, notwithstanding all youi I 
show, you may go aboard ; but never presume to M 
open your lips or take upon you the aliyhtest direc*l 
tion as regards the vessel." 

" Make way there !" and the blackguards fellfl 
back with respect, evidently overawed and astounded, I 
bad as they were, at the baseness and poltroonery ofS 
their patron. 

During the whole of this disturbance the natives, I 
who had assembled to nearly the number of two I 
hundred, maintained the most apathetic indifference ; 1 
and, like the two Kilkenny cats confined in a sawpit, 
we might have fought with each other till nothing 
but our tails were left, without their attempting the 
slightest interference. 

I sat up the greater part of the night overhauling 
Norie and the Nautical Ephemeiis. About three 
o'clock in the morning a light burst in upon me j 
scales seemed to have fallen from my eyes, and I 
sung out with great glee to " Little Tom," the master, , 
who was sleeping m his berth, "Eureka! Eureka!" 
and on August 29th, so &oon as daylight favoured ue; 1 
we tripped our anchor and disappeared, in tlie midet I 
of a heavy squall that struck us from the land, likttj 
a spirit in a dream. 
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CHAP. IX. 

MywoUa. — Make the Reef again. — The Captain takes all the 
Seamen to the Wreck, and it falls calm. — The Vessel drifts 
out of Sight of the Reef. — Westerly Current in part ac- 
counted for. — Abandonment of the Wreck. — Make for the 
Bay of Islands — Alteration of Flans. — The Vessel grounds 
on a Shoal off the North Shore opposite Auckland. — Auck- 
land improved, but Cash scarce. — "Little Tom" quits the 
Vessel. — New Master engaged. — Under weigh for Tahiti* 

— Sight Huaheine and Raiatea. — Pass between Moorea and 
Tahiti. — The entrance to it. — Tahiti described. — Its People. 

— Missionary Influence. — Queen Pomare the Head of the 
Island. — The Government shared by seven Chiefs. — Laws 
in force at Night. — Ancient Rites superseded by more en- 
lightened Instructions. — Avata Shark. — Horrible Sacrifice 
of an Infant by its Father. — The Symbol conveyed to an 
intended Human Sacrifice. — Form of the unhallowed Obla- 
tion. — Want of Jealousy towards White Men accounted for, 

— Conversation with Flowers. — Process of manufacturing 
Tappa. — Native Colours. — A curious Method of producing 
a Red Dye. — Canoes. — Novel mode of Fishing. — Native 
Houses. — Method of Cooking. — Diseases of the Country. 



** Darker grew the heavens, as the sun descended, 
Till the starless storm-sky with the wave was blended. 
Soon a horrid calm fell on the gloomy night. 
Nor a growling breeze now wing'd the vesseFs flight." 



September 27th. — At two o'clock A. M., civil time, 
we made the island of Mywolla, one of the Fejee 
group; for after a long and baffled search for the 
reef, we discovered that a false rate had been left 
with the chronometer, which was calculated to lead 
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UB astray ; and I had my doubts whether foul trickS'l 
tad not' been played with the instrument itself tofl 
insure the fulfilment of the predictions made by thel 
scoundrel who deserted me. Every vestige of papa^fl 
which contained the working of the sighta wasl 
destroyed, and I had nothing to guide or direct me, I 
Subsecjuently, I was fortunate enough to diecover,! 
in an old memorandum-bookj the original error andl 
daily rate of the time-keeper, given, to a certain dat^J 
by the Observer in Sydney. I worked up the rateJ 
from that time, and, adding it to the error, the island^ 
as laid down on the chart very nearly accorded inl 
longitude with the time shown by the watch ; but.fl 
the island has been inaccurately surveyed, and, from.1 
the great disparity of its bearings to those expressed! 
on the different charts, we could not prove the chro-¥ 
nometer to any nicety. 

MywoUa is much larger than it ia laid down, 1 
and its points and bays bear not the remotest r&- 
semblance to those mapped. We circumnavigated 
it, and were nearly wrecked upon some unnoticed 
islets with reefs off them. As far as we could 
judge it is a rich and fertile isle : but the many 
reports of the treachery of the natives prevented 
my going ashore. We stood close along the land, 
but no natives put off to us, although we could see 
them on the beach running about in a state of J 
nudity. They lit fires at night on the bills, whid 
I was told was an indubitable token of friendlincaaj] 
but still I did not like their keeping away so entireljH 
from us, particularly as we noticed several cano^ 
plying cloae in shore. On the third morning 
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made a last effort to Induce them to visit ua, by 
standing as close in as it waa advisable to venture ; 
and after a while we were gratified by seeing two 
canoes bearing towards ua. To provide against ac- 
cidents, that is, lest our visitors should be coming 
with "hostile arms intent," we prepared our own, to 
give them, under such circumstances, a warm recep- 
tion ; but when the first fellow came alongside, our 
fears on that head were dispelled. They brought a 
few clubs, spears, yams, and some tortoiseshell for 
barter; but they had nothing with them of much 
value. Their canoes are something similar to those 
of Kotumah ; but they have very wide outriggers, to 
counterbalance a square platform elevated above the 
gunwales of the canoe. They handle their paddles 
differently from any natives I have seen, as they 
stand upon the thwarts of the outrider with their 
faces towards the stern, and in this manner they 
propel the canoe forward with a motion like that 
used in sculling ; only in ecuUiug the man stands 
with his back to the bow, and hla oar rests in a 
chock placed in the stern, whereas they have 
nothing to rest tlielr paddlea against, which resemble 
broad-bladed oars ; and the rate they go at is incon- 
ceivable. 

The men, if we saw a fair sample, are a nobly 
built powerful race, darker than any other island- 
ers I have seen ; but this may perhaps appear from 
the custom they have of rubbing their bodies and 
filling their hair with a black powder. In the 
second canoe that came alongside was a chief of note 
apparently, and he waa exceedingly anxious for me 
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to go on shore. lie continued reiterating, with much i 
earneBtncss, the word " Trunke, Trunke," and made 'I 
eigns that lie would remain on board to answer for J 
my safety. I was about to go; but the captain I 
caught my arm, and earnestly dissuaded me from J 
doing 80, as he said he waa certain that they only f 
I wanted to get me ashore for the purpose of ol>- 1 
I taining ranaom ; and if, after I was gone, the chief I 
jumped overboard and swam to his eanoe, tliey 1 
would have no other means of rescuing me. There J 
was reason in this ; for if they attempted to shoot tha | 
chief for escaping, my fate would be inevitably sealed; | 
I therefore suffered my inclinations to be overruled, I 
much to the mortification of the chief, who bestowed ] 
upon the captain a most unmistakable scowl, only to 
be fully appreciated by those that saw it. This for- 
tified me in my prudential resolution ; and I returned, 
to carry on the best intercourse I could with tele- 
graphic signs. One of t!ie canoes pushed off for the 
shore, to bring, as they intended, some pigs and 
more yams and tortoiseshell ; but on its return, it 
only had a few trifling articles in it, and some new 
faces, who earnestly pointed to the shore, and re- 
peated the exclamation of "Truuke, Trunke." Finding 
we could make nothing of our intercourse, and 
determined not to put myself in their power, I 
hinted thus much to them, when they left us with 
a sullen air of disappointment and ferocity. "We 
remarked that several of the men had lost their 
little fingers. The chief was one of Nature's noble- 
men ; he stood nearly seven feet high, and his limbs, 
athletic in proportion, were beautifully moulded. He 
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had cicatriaed wounils from musket-balls in two or 
three places, and I endeavoured to ascertain under 
what circumstances he had got them, whether in any- 
row with white men ; but he pointed to a distant 
part of Mywolla, wishing mc to understand that 
they had been received in an engagement with an 
opposite tribe, I doubted it very much ; for he pre- 
tended ignorance of the nature of a musket, and I 
detected the shining barrels of. several, which were 
only partially concealed in the bottom of his canoe, 
and he was evidently familiar with fire-arms. From 
the bearings of the land, our chronometer, as we stood 
away again for a fresh trial at the reef, put OB 
twenty -five miles to the westward of our position; 
but, as before observed, no dependence can be placed 
upon the bearings laid down on the charts. By 
a lunar ob8er\'ation, it made our position to the 
eastward : however, I hope this time we may be more 
fortunate. 

October 5th. — Early this morning we again sighted 
the reef, and made directly for it. By our chronometer 
it was in 174° 14' E., differing twenty-six miles 
from the instructions given us; but I cannot tell 
at present whether our chronometer is correct. 
21° 41' S. is the correct latitude. On one chart in 
my possession there is a reef laid down in this 
latitude or nearly so, and in longitude 175° 15' E. 
Bj' various daily observations, our chronometer still 
continued to give the reef in 174° 14' E., which 
tempts me to believe it to be the true longitude. 
The placing it in 175° 15' E. may have been a 
typographical error on the part of the engraver. 
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The fellow who quitted me at Rotumali, and who 
had previoualy navigated the vessel at his own 
urgent request, on the plea of Wis knowledge of the 
aeas, made the reef to be in 174° 28' E. ; but he 
concealed his work from every one, and, so far 
as lay in hi3 power, I believe ho did his best to 
cause ua to be wrecked. And why? Because he 
thought that his services were indispensable. Even 
had they been so, that circumatance ought to have 
bound him the more to me, as it was at hia own 
earnest solicitation that he joined us; but it served 
only as an inducement to throw obstacles in our way. 
I had reposed the fullest confidence in him, and never 
thought of inspecting his work, as I never could 
have surmised the result of hia conduct; nor did it 
strike me as being any thing extraordinary that, 
previous to our first making the reef, we sailed for 
several days over and about the spot where he 
affirmed it should be. Roused to exertion, and to 
look into matters myself, I speedily acquired sufficient 
knowledge to detect him in error, as he certainly had 
left a false rate with tlie chronometer, whether from 
design or ignorance I wiU not say. By the bearings 
of the land at Mywolla, it was twenty-five miles east- 
ward of what our chronometer gave ; and twenf y-five 
miles added to 174° 14' E,, will make the longitude 
within one mile of that given ue in the instructions, 
which was the mean of observations by three chro- 
nometers : however, I shall keep the rate we have 
been applying lately, and ascertain the truth on 
reaching the first harbour we drop anchor in. 

When we were about six miles from the sandsptt, 
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the caplain had both boats lowered, and carried with 
him all the seamen, leaving on boaH only the cook, 
the cabin-boy, and myself. Shortly after he had left 
us, it fell dead calm ; and It was with some little 
apprehension that I noticed we were slowly, but 
gradually, drifting towards the reef. Not a ripple db- 
turbed the surface of the water, and the ocean bore 
the appearance of undulating glass. The vessel lost 
her steerage-way, and at last we approached within 
two miles of the breakers. The boats and all hands 
being away, rendered our position somewhat pre- 
carious ; and I was on the point of firing off the guns, 
as a signal for their return, when we had the satis- 
faction to find we had got into a counter current 
that was setting us in an opposite direction. The 
boats came on board about two o'clock p. M., and the 
hands having refreshed themselves they started off 
again. The calm continued, not a breath of air was 
stirring, and, towards sunset, we had drifted nearly 
out of sight of the reef; no boats made their ap- 
pearance, the sun went down, and the reef was no 
longer visible. The night closed upon us very dark, 
and one, two, three hours passed away, and the boats 
did not appear, whilst we were helplessly drifting to 
where the current liked to take us. My sensations 
were by no means enviable ; for, if the boats missed 
us, and it should afterwards come on to blow — the 
usual sequence of such a calm — what a plight we 
should all be in I we had not strength to work the 
vessel, and those In the boats would probably be 
lost. We kept a light burning at our fore-top- 
gallant mast-head, and we £red guns, and let off 
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rockets at intervals ; etill no boats, and not a eound 
could we hear in answer to our firing. The deep 
silence of the night, the profound calm, and dead 
repose of every thing, was ahsolutely painful; and 
my anxiety increased aa the chances of their arrival 
decreased. Once more we fired. This time, to my 
great thankfulness, a responding shout came booming 
over the water, as if a legion of bulla had conspired 
to raise the cry; showing, at all events, that the 
anxiety of the boating parties was little less than 
ours. We continued exchanging halloos until one boat 
only came alongside, all hands sufficientli/ comfoTtahle. 
They had seen nothing of their consort. Whilst I 
was expressing my feare and anxiety, she also came 
alongside, having approached us in a different direc- 
tion. Her crew was also glorious. It appeared they 
had been detained for the want of water, assuredly 
not for want of beer. The tide had enabled them to 
get in easily enough, but they were compelled to 
wait till half-flood before they could get out again 
with the boats laden. 

I omitted to notice, when we had the navigator par 
excellence on board, the astonishment excited in me 
by the wonderful influence of the current in the 
space of twenty-four hours. Although we had been 
steering S., and S. by E., we had made seventy miles 
westing ; but now the murder was out. On casually 
turning over the pages of the memorandum-book be- 
fore alluded to, I discovered that our scientific genius 
had been in the habit of subtracting the daily gain 
from the original error of the chronometer, although 
that error was too fast for Greenwich ; so that, accord- 
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ing to his system, we should soon have had no error 
at all. I heard the little master arguing with him 
upon the subject, and it seemed to me that the 
theory maintained by the other was erroneous ; but 
concluding that a man of his vaunted experience 
could not be mistaken, the question ceased to trouble 
me. On coming now to look into matters for my- 
self, and inquiring into causes and effects, by lighting 
on this chance memorandum it turned out that, on 
the day we made such a wonderful jump to the 
westward, our worthy had covertly become a convert 
to his error, and, without in any way alluding to the 
circumstance, made the necessary alteration, which 
naturally placed us so much further to the westward, 
but which he vehemently maintained was the effect 
of the current. There are currents it is true, but they 
appear to have no direct set ; they are ever varying, 
and we have had ample opportunity of testing their 
inconstancy. We have had the current northerly, 
easterly, at other times westerly, and again we have 
had it southerly, in fact it has boxed all rbund the 
compass in the same latitude and longitude, and 
baffled all our calculations; and unless there is in 
these troubled regions some submarine action of fire 
to influence the waters, I am at a loss how to account 
for its instability. 

October 21th. — On the evening of this day, in 
consequence of the unmanageable conduct of the 
crew, who would persist in getting drunk in spite of 
all remonstrance, and notwithstanding the dangerous 
proximity to the reef we were compelled to maintain, 

with much reluctance, I own, I came to the resolu- 

r s 
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tion of abandoning it. For three and twenty days had 
we been standing off and on — off at night, and making 
it again in the morning. We had contrived to get out 
of the brig all the beef that was in good condition 
and which was the only valuable part of the cargo ; 
but if dependence could have been placed upon the 
men, we should have likewise recovered her anchors, 
cables, guns, sails, and other gear; but so much 
bottled ale lying loose in the hold offered such faci- 
lities for getting drunk, that sailor-like, the men 
could not resist it, and the lives of all hands were 
repeatedly endangered by their recklessness. In 
bringing off tlie heef some chance of escape might 
have offered if the boats had got swamped, as there 
was the capability of starting the goods overboard ; 
but a similar occuiTence happening when the boats 
were laden with guns, anchors, chains, &c,, the 
weight would have prevented the possibility of light- 
ening them, and they would have been settled beyond 
the power of redemption. We might have con- 
structed a raft ; but this would have required the 
calmest weather, for the weather that would have 
admitted of our bringing it off would not have 
suffered the vessel to come near the reef. And suppos- 
ing we had made a raft, we might have waited long 
enough, and perhaps to no purpose, for the chance of 
getting it away : for the water is shoal over a long 
extent of coral reef, and the rolling swell that usually 
plays upon it would have baffled any attempts to 
have got the raft over it. Besides, it would have taken 
many days to have got all in readiness, which might 
have proved expensive, and labour thrown away ; and 
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above all, there waa the drunkenness of the men to 
combat with ; ao, in reflecting upon the whole, I came 
to the resolution of abandoning further exertions. It 
bad been my intention to have cruised amongst the 
islands for tortoiseahell, &C. until I readied Manilla or 
Macao ; but so much time had been lost, and so 
much unexpected delay occasioned by the working at 
the reef, that I feared to encounter the changing of 
the Monsoon in the Cliina seas, and, by attempting 
too much, lose all. Solacing myself with the reflection 
that I had used my utmost exertions, and hoping still 
to dispose favourably of every thing, we now stood 
for the Bay of Islands. 

November Wth. — At four o'clock A.m. this day, we 
were beating between the beaids ; aud at about nine, the 
wind falling light, I lauded in a boat at Tapeka Point. 
From there I walked over to Kororarika, and was 
struck withtheapparent solitude of the place. Scarcely 
an individual was to be seen ; the place seemed de- 
serted, and business suspended ; silence had usurped 
the place of noise, bustle, and activity, that prevailed 
the last time I was there ; and instead of the crowd of 
shipping that used generally to be at anchor off the 
town, the government brig, and one or two small 
coasting craft were all that could be seen. No im- 
provements had taken place ; and works I had seen in 
progi-ess had been abandoned. " Something ails it 
now, the place is cursed;" but I don't see how it 
could have been expected otherwise, the whalers 
were the only means of keeping up any commercial 
activity, and the government impositions have driven 
them away. 
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Is it not extraordinary that we, who have colonievl 
immediately upon the whaling grouods, should yetj 
be beaten out of the field by the Yaukeee, who have I 
to come a distance of from 16,000 to 18,000 milea?! 
I am acf|uainted with the son of a gentleman who I 
waa formerly one of the largest owners of whalers I 
out of Sydney. He served hia apprenticeship oa I 
board one of hia father's yesseb ; and amongst other I 
remarks, the fruits of his experience, he stated that i 
one of the most expensive items in the outfit of a 
whaler was her casks. The English casks are made 
of very stout oaken staves and heading, the latter 
being particularly so, and are long and narrow, with a 
great booge and depth of chime, bad to stow, occu- 
pying much unnecessary room, and not only difficult, 
but dangerous to up-end and cooper in heavy weather. 
The Yankee casks are hnilt like a drum, the staves 
not much above half the thickness of ours, and the 
heads made of well seasoned pine : in consequence, 
they don't cost half the price, stow in much less room, 
the strain on each cask is more equally divided, and, 
as they have no more chime than is absolutely neces- 
sary, nbt only is there so much space saved, but the 
chimes stand lees chance of being broken, and can 
be coopered without danger in any weather ; and, 
from the jointing of the staves and beading being 
finer than that of the English casks, owing to the 
great thickness of the latter, they are less liable to 
loss by leakage. John Bull, amongst the operatives, 
is particularly pig-headed and wedded to his own 
opinion ; he will not believe that a Yankee can 
teach him anything : and the captcun of an English 
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whaler would rather pride himself on, and boast of, 
the greater expense of his outfit, than try and lessen 
that expense by taking a wrinkle from a Yankee. 

I strolled down the beach to renew acquaintance 
with faces I had formerly known ; but nearly all had 
deserted for Waitematta, the seat of government, and 
" nothing was moving but stagnation." In the even- 
ing I pulled up the Kawakawa, where the Yankee 
whalers resort. Only two were there, and the acting 
American consul was absent, his affairs being in 
difficulty ; and I was compelled to abandon the hope 
I had formed of exchanging supplies for bone, oil, &c. 
No business was stirring, and money was not to be 
had. We waited in the bay for a few days, to admit 
of repairs being done to the vessel ; and, whilst these 
were going on with, a vessel arrived, bringing most 
melancholy intelligence of the state of the market in 
New South Wales and Van Diemen's Land, — scarcely 
a house but what was in difficulty, and many firms 
deemed infallible had called a meeting of creditors. 
This distressing account altered my views, and I 
cleared out for Waitematta and the island of Otaheite, 
intending to meet the whalers about the time they 
would be seeking the harbour of the latter, island, 
and to be guided thereafter by the chapter of ac- 
cidents. 

November 22nd, — Dropped anchor opposite the 
town of Auckland Waitematta: however, before 
coming to our anchorage, we grounded on a soft sand 
or mud-bank on the north shore. The water having 
suddenly shoaled whilst they were heaving the lead, 

F 4 
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from five fathoms to ten feet, we had to wait till liigb 
Wiiter before we floated again, and sustained nojj 
injury. Auckland liad assumed an improved appear- 1 
ance ; new and ncat-luoking stores and houses had 
superseded the straggling buildings of the composite 
order, between Maori hut and Irish hovel. Streets 
had been formed (raanj- of which, by the by, will 
have to be laid out anew, their unwholesome narrow- 
ness engendering filth of every description) ; and ia 
front of many of the houses were patches of garden 
ground clothed with verdure. But business — busi- 
ness — was in the same desponding state; most of 
the settlers had exhausted their capital in the pur- 
chase of their allotments and the erection of their 
dwellings, and now they were without cash to carry 
on business, or to liquidate the liabilities they had 
incurred. The saying, that " fools build houses, 
and wise men inhabit them," seems equally to 
apply in new countries aa in old. When the govern- 
ment first planned Auckland, and put up building 
allotments for public competition, certain oiEcials 
and land-sharks from Port Nicholson purchased all 
they could at the first flush, upon speculation ; and 
subsequently dividing and subdividing their pur- 
chases, have sold their divisions at such ruinous rates 
as to tie the hands of the artisans and petty traders. 
Any one coming into the market now, with plenty 
of money, might buy house-property cheap enough. 

Having effected what sales I eould, my old travel- 
ling companion of the East Cape joined me ; and 
" Little Tom," the master, not wishing to extend his 
absence from hia wife, whom he had left in delicate 
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circamstances^ I engaged another in his place; and^ 
on November 27 th, we left Waitematta for the 
Great Barrier, to allow the new master to collect 
his traps which he had left on that island. As we 
neared the land, a thick mist enshrouded it ; and not 
thinking it safe to make the harbour till it cleared 
away, we stood off and on till four o'clock a.m. 
November 28M, when we came to our anchor in Port 
Abercrombie, at the west end of the island. The 
harbour is completely land-locked, circular as a basin ; 
no winds can affect it, as it is shut in, and surrounded 
by Alpine cliffs. On entering the harbour, we got 
the south-east end of the Little Barrier, to bear 
W. half N., and run in E. half S. The Western- 
most headland, as you enter, is called Wellington 
Head, from the semblance, real or imaginary, it bears 
to that hero's profile. A captain Nayle has fixed his 
solitary abode in this secluded bay, and contemplates 
opening a copper-mine in the island, veritable speci- 
mens of valuable ore having been detected. As he 
was not present, I did not hear the particulars ; but 
from the superficial glance I had at the rugged 
character of the island, I should think the operations 
of mining and transporting the ores for shipment 
would be found an expensive undertaking. 

November 29fA. — Again purchased our anchor, 
and are now on our way for Tahiti. 

December Z\st. — Our passage has been tediously 
prolonged by a succession of head-winds. To-day 
we sighted the islands of Kaiatea and Huaheine, 
which lie in a W. N.W. direction, 100 to 140 miles 
from Tahiti ; we passed to leeward of them. They 
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are high and bold. In the evening tacked ship, anfW 
on January Ist, 1842, we found ourselves betwee* 
an bland called Moorca, or Eimeo, and Tahiti.! 
Moorea is nearly due west of the north part of 
Tahiti, and distant about Gfteen miles. It is bold and 
lofty ; its aummit is broken into pinnacles, resem- 
bling spires, obcltske, and castellated ruins ; and it is 
intersected with many fertile valleys, such as Opo- 
nohu, whose picturesque beauty fomm a pleasing 
contrast to the alpine grandeur of the mountain 
acenery which girds it on either side. 

January 2jid. — By our observations we concluded 
that at daylight this morning, we were abreast of 
Matavia bay. Seeing neither sign nor token of any 
harbour, we continued sailing close along the laud, as 
we imagined ; till no curve, or break, or other indica- 
tion, announced the vicinity of a harbour. Hill 
shot above hill, and mountain above mountain, and 
the whole seemed a conglomerated mass precipitated 
at once from the sea. AVe could see surf, and hear 
the roaring of breakers, but no symptoms of any 
place of anchorage. The hills and mountains had 
this peculiarity — the angular slopes appeared to have 
been cut by the hand of man into polygonal surfaces. 
They are, for the most part, clad with a bright 
verdure, with here and there a patch of darker foliage 
and occasionally a cluster of cocoa-nut trees. Being 
all strangers to the country, we were sadly puzzled 
what to do. At last I had the boat lowered, and 
then we discovered our error : instead of being close 
in shore it gave us upwards of two hours' hard pulling 
to make it, and we opened several low points not die- 
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cemible at any distance. Pulling through a passage 
in the reef that surrounds the island^ we ascertained, 
at the residence of a missionary, that the vessel was 
immediately opposite Point Venus, the northern ex- 
tremity of the entrance of the harbour. It is a low 
sandy point, covered with cocoa-nut trees ; and, from 
our position in the vessel, it was lost in the bold back- 
ground. We were not long hurrying on board again ; 
and had as an attendant a monstrous shark, longer 
than our whale-boat, which kept even way with us, 
close to the dip of the oars, till we came alongside ; 
disappearing as I called for the harpoon. We were 
about attempting the passage ourselves, when, luckily 
for us, the pilot made his appearance. I say luckily 
for us, for, of a surety, if he had not come on board 
we should have run the vessel on shore. Matavia is 
the station originally located by the first missionaries ; 
but the commercial settlement, called Papeeti, is 
farther to the westward, Its eastern entrance is off 
a place called Taonoa, easily known by a singular but 
beautiful land-mark — a mural crown, rising per- 
pendicularly between two lofty mountainous sweeps. 
The passage was startlingly intricate. It was " Star- 
board 1 Port I Port 1 Starboard I" every instant. We 
could distinguish the clear white sand at the bottom ; 
coral rocks were grinning on either side of us, and 
sometimes the pass between them was so narrow 
that it appeared only of sufficient width to admit the 
vessel. The pilot is a Tahitian, but was for many 
years in the service of captains of English merchant 
men. He handled the schooner quite masterly, and 
we reached our .anchorage in safety. 
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Otatieite, or Tahiti, more proi>erly, has been termed 
the Gem of the South Seas, — Queen of the Islands in 
the Pacific. It is, in fact, two islands, connected by 
an isthmus ; their extreme length being about forty 
miles. The land is exceedingly bold and mountain- 
ous ; the highest eminences rising in the centre of the 
island, and diminishing in altitude as they approach 
the sea. A narrow belt of level land runs round 
the ialanJ, at the foot of the mountains, but it bears 
no proportion to the mountainous extent of country. 
There are many beautiful valleys and mountiun 
glades, ornamented with picturesque waterfalls and 
cascades, and with countless variety of foliage and 
alpine scenery. It is encircled by a continuous 
reef, from half a mile to a mile from the land, save 
two or three places, where it runs closer in shore, and 
the breaks in it, which form the passages to the 
various harbours. Papeeti is about seven miles from 
Point Venus ; and, independent of the Taonoa passage, 
it baa egress on its western side. At times a very 
strong cm-rent sets upon the lee reef; but with a 
moderate and fair wind there is no cause for appre- 
hension, as you are soon through. The elaborate 
instructions we received for entering the harbour, 
were not of the slightest service ; nor would I recom- 
mend any to trust to their own pilott^e. By hoist- 
ing a flag at the fore, the pilot will put off to you, 
provided you are not at too great a distance. And as, 
from the boldness of the land, it is very deceiving to 
the optics, it may be as well to state that you may 
stand close into the reef without danger ; and unless 
you do stand well in you will subject yom-self to 
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mnch uncertainty and delay. There is shallow water 
a little to the eastward of Point Venus, called the 
Dolphin Shoal, extending about three miles from the 
land. We passed over it, but a ship of heavy burthen 
could not do bo ; for the water is rarely seen to break 
upon it. The vale of level land, though narrow, ia 
exceedingly fertile and beautiful. It is well inter- 
sected by numerous mountain streams, and abounds 
with friiita and vegetables of almost every descrip- 
tion that grow beneath the tropica. If a person only 
passed by the island he would be apt to exclaim, " la 
that the Queen of the Pacific?" but after a residence 
of some time and sundry excursions, the prolific 
nature of the soil, the variety and beauty of its aweet- 
smelliiig shrubs and flowers, its varying foliage, 
its noble trees teeming in fruitfulneas, its delightful 
climate, and lovely prospects, would make him ex- 
claim, " Indeed this is a beautiful island ! " It pro- 
duces spontaneously all the fruita and vegetables 
necessary for the support of life, and the natives are 
consequently freed from the necessity of serf-like 
labour ; and they seem a buoyant, jocund race. 

Some years ago a missionary gentleman intro- 
duced into the country some guava seeds, which he 
brought with him from Norfolk Island j and so well 
have they liked the soil, that the land is now overrun 
with them. The natives are too listless to attempt 
exterminating them, although they see the fearful 
rapidity with which they spread, choking and de- 
stroying nearly every thing in their way. They have 
killed vast numbers of the bread-fruit and other 
valuable trees, and unless some means are adopted to 
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keep them under they will prove a great curse. I 
circumnavigated the islands, and have travelled round 
three fourths of it on hoTseback, occasionally assisted 
by a boat, where it was not practicable for a horse to 
proceed. The scenery la romantic — beautiful as fairy 
land. In many parts, waterfalls precipitate them- 
Belvea like streams of silver over the moss-grown 
ledges of rocky fissures ; and the varied relief of the 
foliage, the graceful waving of the cocoa-nut trees, 
the sombre, dark, frowning cliffs, the green hills and 
the lofty mountains, mellowed into a bluish tint by 
the distance, together with the purling streams and 
cool gushing springs, afford as delightful a prospect 
for the eye to feast upon as is to be met with in any 
part of the world ; but, as I have before remarked, 
when at sea, and at any distance from the land, all 
this beautiful effect la swallowed up in the general 
verdant appearance of the island. 

The natives generally are tall, athletic, and well pro- 
portioned ; and the females, in comeliness of appearance 
and cleanliness of person, surpass any of the savage or 
half-civilized races I have seen. Many of thpm are 
of faultless symmetry ; but they look awkward when 
dressed in the waist-confining robes of our country- 
women. Their dress consists of a loose frock or 
roundabout, of fanciful colour, with a piece of print 
of a different pattern rolled round their waists and 
reaching to their ancles. This is occasionally worn 
outside the roundabout, but more generally beneath it. 
They are lighter in colour than the New Zealandera ; 
and the women possess beautiful long raven hair, 
which they keep scrupulously neat and clean, per- 
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fuming it with scented oils, and ornamenting it with 
wreaths of variegated flowers. Taking them alto- 
gether, they are a handsome people ; but I think one 
more ready to abandon themselves to sensuality can- 
not be found under the canopy of heaven. From 
personal observation, and information from many 
sources, I believe it is rare that a female native 
preserves her chastity till she arrives at the age of 
puberty. Delicacy is a feeling unknown to either 
sex; and there is scarcely a man but would wink 
at his wife's prostitution, or even abet it, rather 
than work to obtain the end he proposes by her 
sacrifice, — if sacrifice it can be called, when the 
wives are nothing loth. This character applies 
equally to the natives of the Leeward Islands ; and the 
missionaries, instead of trying to suppress this evil by 
examples of the strictest continence in their own 
persons, have endeavoured to check it by the institu- 
tion of sumptuary laws, making the crime a market- 
able offence, to be atoned for by the payment of so 
many dollars. This system of punishment is eluded 
an^ laughed at ; or, if the parties are detected, the 
paramour pays the fine, and the crime continues. 
Nor is this all. 1 will not sully the pages of my 
journal with recording the details that have been given 
me, both by natives and Europeans ; but if one tithe 
of them be correct, and, unfortunately, I have seen 
corroborative testimony in certain instances, instead of 
improving the native character, the missionaries have 
superinduced upon their other bad qualities hypocrisy 
of the deepest dye. I speak dispassionately when I 
say, that I conscientiously believe the moral cha- 
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racter of the natives has not been improved by mis- 
sionary intercourse. It is true, that by long aojourn- 
ing with them the missionaries have instilled the 
conviction of t!ie power and grandeur of European 
nations ; by this means taming their ferocity, and 
rendering them more harmless to visitors, and lesa 
dangerous toship wrecked mariners ; but fear, and not 
religious restraint, is the governing principle. I do 
not mention nameSj nor will I quote even authentic 
anecdotes to support my assertions ; but it is right 
that the world should know, and that the zealous 
supporters of missionary exertion should be made ac- 
quainted with the fact, that there have been as many 
wolves as shepherds amongst the folds; and that many 
have " come to the marriage without being provided 
with a wedding garment." 

I mention no names, " nor aught set down in 
malice ; " and perhaps these remarks will not fall to the 
ground. Can an apostate to his Maker expect to be 
listened to when he pretends to preach the Word of 
Truth? I have beard scores of arguments about 
being "guided by my words, not by my deeds," &c., 
but will a blighted tree bear fruit ? I esteem and 
venerate holy men who act according to their pro- 
fession, and am aware that no man is infalUble; but 
when One yields to the "old man" the corrupt portion 
of his nature, and finds himself incapable of subduing 
his sensual passions, let him resign the sacerdotal 
character, and not doubly pollute his soul and body ; 
bringing contempt on the missionary cause, and 
standing forth to the heathen a mocking comment an 
the Word of God. 
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On attending a meeting of natives in their houses 
of assembly^ your olfactory nerves are not so offended 
as they would be on entering the hut of a New 
Zealander^ approaching the "gunnia" of a New South 
Wales black, or coming in contact with a negro. 
Their bodies are remarkably sweet; which may be at- 
tributed to their constant habits of ablution, and their 
natural fondness for fragrant odours. Both men and 
women wear flowers in their hair ; but the oil they 
scent it with is not exactly in accordance with the 
more refined taste of Europeans. Nevertheless, there 
is something about the refreshing cleanliness of their 
persons, that is fragrant and agreeable. 

Queen Pomare is the head of the island ; but she 
scarcely interferes with its government, which is 
carried on by seven supreme judges. An old fellow 
named TJata, the queen's foster-father, is her treasurer 
and speaker, and appears to be one of the principal 
men. In the queen's absence he is appointed regent ; 
and, though not a chief of high rank, he seems to en- 
joy a good deal of executive power. On a meeting 
of chiefs to effect new laws and regulations, the queen 
rarely interferes, or withholds her sanction from those 
submitted to her. They have a calliboose, or lock- 
up, supplied with stocks to fetter the limbs of the 
drunken or disorderly; and, upon the commission of 
any offence, you have only to apply to the chief of the 
constabulary, who forwards your complaint, when an 
immediate meeting of two or three of the judges takes 
place, and summary justice is administered. They 
have a law in force here very much like the system 
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of tlio curfew-boll in olden times : at half-post 
seven o'clock a gun is fired, and at eight o'clock a 
second gun ; if, after the second gun; any sailors or 
natives arc detected atrolling aboutj they arc seized 
and taken to the calliboose, when, before they are 
released, they must pay a fine of two dollars to the 
queen, or complete so many fathoms of work on the 
public road. A large body of constables perambulate 
the whole of the night, and keep a. vigilant look out. 
This regulation does not apply to foreign residents 
engaged in commerce, to masters of vessels, or gen- 
tlemen visitors ; but if any loafers, sailors, or natives, 
are detected strolling after the second gun is fired, 
they are pounced upon and dragged off. All the 
roads, dams, and other public works, are executed by 
those under sentence who have been unable to pay 
their fines. Drunkenness supplies the country with 
moat convict labour ; as, though spirits are pro- 
hibited from being landed on the island, yet the 
natives express the juice from oranges and some 
other fruits, and let it ferment in the sun, which 
produces a most intoxicating liquor; and numbers 
are daily added to the list of those doomed to work 
for their country's good, A constable inspects and 
measures their work, and if it is done carelessly, or 
in a superficial manner, they are compelled to undo 
what they have done, and commence again. 

In almost every village there is a church or chapel, 
the missionaries having succeeded in putting down 
many of their ancient rites and ceremonies. They 
have reasoned or ridiculed them out of many of their 
superstitious customs and notions, and in their stead. 
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have substituted the forms of our worship, which 
have certainly a more harmless tendency; for the 
Tahitians, like the New Zealanders, are fond of as- 
sembling in bodies ; and there is a peculiar charm in 
their newly acquired power, of being able, in the same 
moment of time, by the aid of books, to give utterance 
to the same sounds and words. They seem to under- 
stand little, and to care less, about the principles of 
the Christian creed. The missionaries have conferred 
benefits upon them, by teaching them many useful 
arts, and by suggesting laws for the maintenance of 
order and the preservation of property, which have 
aided in putting a stop to the bloody wars that so 
frequently broke out amongst them in former days. 
The heads of the island have the discrimination to 
appreciate these services, and the policy to support 
and encourage the missionaries, — so that the latter 
are feared even by those who apply the word mis- 
sionary as a term of reproach to another party. 
Moreover, it is known that the missionaries greatly 
influence every new act or law; and their power, 
though not ostensible, is dreaded in proportion to its 
unseen but widely felt presence. 

A church-meeting is held every morning, when 
the reading-desk is occupied by one or other of the 
native teachers. Their singing is pleasing; they 
appear to have ears finely attuned to music, and 
some of the females possess voices of the most 
silvery sweetness and delicacy. I have been present 
in their houses when five or six have commenced 
singing together: no harsh discordant notes came 

jarring on the ear, but their voices have blended 
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with the most perfect harmony, superior to the per- 
formances of many tutored eingera. 

In former days ibe natives worshipped idols of wood 
and stone ; and they had atua, or spirit chiefs, who 
used, froQi some unknown caprice, to select animals of 
the brute creation and exalt them into deities. A 
shark was no uncommon object of their adoration ; and 
the superstition with regard to this voracious monster 
of the deep still exists. Four or five years ago a chief 
was drowned off the reef at the north-east end of the 
island, and shortly after a monstrous shark appeared 
about the spot. It has continually showed itself in 
the same place since. The natives say it is the shark 
we saw on pulling ashore to ascertain the harbour. 
They hold it in fear and veneration, and assert that it 
ia their drowned chief. There are one or two similar 
avatas occasionally seen hetween the reefs of Moorea 
and Tahiti, When a canoe capsizes and lives arc 
lost, the natives will pretend to point out the exact 
spot where the accident occurred, and where the bodies 
might be found ; and they will tell you it was ao 
ordered by the avata of that locality, who required 
the services of those that were drowned. 

It was the custom to immolate human betnga to 
their deities ; and their prayer-meetings, or morals, 
were held with the moat solemn privacy. It waa 
inatant death for any one to be seen where they 
were holding their barbarous rites; and a tale of 
horror is told which took place at one of their 
meetings worthy only of the Roman Brutus. A 
child had strayed from its mother till it had nncon- 
Bciously approached the forbidden precincts; sud- 
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denly it spied its father amongat those assembled, 
and ran aud tlirew its arms around his neck. The 
hapless father rose, and, tltough two or three voices 
were faintly heard remonBtrating against his im- 
posing upon himself the dreadful task of sacrificing 
his own child, yet, knowing if he did not he would 
lose " caste," and no longer hold the same import- 
ance with Ilia tribe, he caught his unfortunate infant 
by the feet, dashed its brains out against a stone, 
and sternly east its lifeless body into the midst of the 
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When a day of sacrifice was appointed, a stone in 
the shape of a pestle was sent as the deadly symbol 
to the intended victim ; and so utterly useless waa 
all resistance — so certain the doom of all who re- 
ceived the fatal warning — that they invariably re- 
signed themselves to their fixte without a murmur 
and without a struggle. The eyes and heart of the 
victim were plucked out, and first presented to the 
king or chief ruler, who having mimicked the motions 
of eating them, they were carried away and laid 
upon the altar of their deity. 

One thing which struck me aa being peculiar in 
the character of the natives was, that though ex- 
tremely watchful and jealous of their wives with 
their own people, and quick and deadly in their 
revenge when they had just cause for suspicion, 
yet with Europeans they appear alike careless 
and indifferent, and will even bargain for the dis- 
posal of their wives. I inquired of one how he ac- 
counted for this paradoxical behaviour. His answer 
was, "When a 'papa' takes one of our wives, he 
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makes her a present, passes on his way, and thinks 
no more about her ; but it is very different with one 
of our own people, for he would be continually 
hovering about her, and would perhaps ultimately 
succeed in stealing her affcctiona from her husband." 
The legal punishment for adultery, if the crime is 
committed by a single man, is a fine of ten hogs to 
be paid to the husband ; and the latter may repudiate 
his wife and marry again. If the adulterer ia a 
married man, he is compelled to pay ten hogs to the 
husband he has injured, and the participator in hia 
guilt must pay ten bogs to his wronged wife ; and it ia 
optional with the injured pai'tiea to be divorced or 
not from their faithless mates. The unmarried girls 
have a custom of conversing with flowers not unlike 
the Orientals. If a. coolness has sprung up between 
a young pair, the female will separate a flower 
partially down the centre. One half of the split 
flower is intended to represent the man, d tl e other 
half the woman ; and it ia meant typically t n ply 
that, though separate bodies, they are jo n 1 to etl er 
at the heart. If the lover puts the flow n 1 ha 
it ia a sign that he wishes to preserve her fa but 

if he tears it asunder, it is a token that he has lost 
his regard for her, and wishes to be entirely sepa- 
rated. 

The natives manufacture a species of cloth called 
tappa, which is the only article of domestic manufac- 
ture I have seen amongst them. It is made from the 
bark of the bread-fruit tree, and a tree called by 
them ora (the paper-mulberry). The inside lining 
of the bark is stripped off in long or short r 
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strips, just as they can separate it, and it is left to 
soak some time in water. When steeped suflSciently, 
they lay it, one piece upon another, on a log of timber 
squared for the purpose ; the under part hollowed to 
give it a spring, and the upper surface rendered per- 
fectly smooth and level. Thirty or forty females, 
with mallets of heavy wood, having four grooved sides, 
each side increasing in firmness of groove, then beat it 
out to the width required. They first use the coarsest 
sides of their mallets, and so on progressively. Some- 
times they will beat the tappa over dozens of times ; 
and, by adding fresh bark, they can increase it to any 
length or width. They are highly dexterous in the 
use of their mallets ; and their beat is a regular tone, 
which they vary at pleasure. Occasionally two or 
three couple will start up and dance whilst the 
others beat ; but the missionaries have looked upon 
this with a disapproving eye, as tending to debauchery ; 
and now, if they are detected, they are brought 
before the judges and fined. This arises from their 
ancient dances, which might have commenced in 
decency, but which invariably terminated in wanton 
abandonment. 

The primitive national colours of Tahiti are red and 
yellow ; but their present flag, introduced to them by 
Captain Laws, of H. M. S. Satellite, is red, white, and 
red, in hcxiizontal bars, the white being the centre one. 
They are passionately fond of the colours red and 
yellow ; and they have a singular way of manufacturing 
a red dye, described to me by one of the missionaries. 
They take the berries and leaves of a certain plant, 
called by them mati, and upon every leaf they express 
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the juice of a berry, which does not yield more than 
one or two drops. The leaves are placed one on the 
other, and when a sufficient number is collected, they 
knead ihem together ; and the combined ciunlities of 
the juices expreased after this process produce a 
dye of a beautiful red, which, taking the leaves or 
berries separately, ia not to be obtained. The native 
canoes something resemble those of Kotumah, and 
the Feejee Islands, but are more carelessly built. 
They have no very large ones : those intended for 
fishing outside the reef arc provided with a long 
curving bowsprit, secured by a stay to the maat, from 
which they fish or cast their nets ; their sails are of 
lateen form, and stout brown calico has entirely 
superseded the mats with which they were formerly 
constructed. They are expert fishermen, and have 
numberless devices for capturing the finny tribe. I 
was highly amused with one of them. They prepare 
light buoyant pieces of wood, about the size of an 
ordinary schoolboy's peg-top, but shaped like an hour 
glass, with a cone-formed bottom. Round these 
they wind their lines, the baited hook depending a 
few inches from the bottom of the float, and the 
lines being prevented from unreeling by a fidse hitch. 
In boisterous weather, when the heavy aurf is 
thundering on the beach, they throw these floats 
just beyond the breakers; and when the bait is 
seized, the hitch is cast loose, and, the line running 
out, the float serves as a drogue, to deaden the way 
of the largest £gh to he taken in this manner. 

Their houses are neatly built, and have a very 
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pretty appearance. Bamboos, or upriglits of the 
white puran, about six feet high, and secured to- 
gether by an encircling band form the enclosing 
wall. The rafters meeting the ridge pole are also 
generally of the white puran ; and the covering is a 
thatch made of the dried leaf of the pandanus. 
The leaves are bent over wands a fathom long, the 
edges overlapping, held fast by wooden skewers. The 
thatch thus prepared is laid upon the rafters, com- 
mencing from the bottom, and it is secured to a vine 
running from the top to the bottom of each rafter ; 
but at every four feet, the sinnett, with which the 
thatch is secured, for greater security, is made to take 
a double turn round the rafters. It is exceedingly 
neat, as, in a well-thatched house, each overlaying 
wand is not more than an inch above the other. 
When the summit of the ridge pole is reached, it is 
rendered weather-proof by a top coating of peculiar 
wiry grass, with which grass they also cover their 
floors. They are cleanly in their houses ; and nothing 
better for airy coolness and lightness could be adopted 
for the climate. Some of the better class are even 
elegant ; the rafters and uprights supporting the ridge 
pole being ornamented with matting of variegated 
patterns, neatly bound with sinnett. 

Their food is cooked in the open air, after the fashion 
of the New Zealanders : a hole is dug in the ground, 
and a fire kindled in it ; stones are heaped into the 
fire; and when these are rendered red hot, and the 
wood has smouldered to embers, layers of grass or green 
leaves are laid over the stones, and the food intended 
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to be cooked is placed upon them ; a fresh layer offl 
grass intervening between each variety of food. There T 
is then a finiBbiog cover of grass or leaves, and earth is 
heaped over all, effectually confining the heat ; and 
in the course of half aa hour or an hour your food 
is beautifully cooked in its own natural juicea, 
there being no escape for them. The elephantiasis, 
termed by the natives fefe, is very predominant. 
Some have attributed it lo the people being con- 
tinually in and out of the water, and to their rush- 
ing from one extreme of temperature to the other. 
Frequently, after having been up the mountains, and 
returning heavily laden with bananas and plantains, 
beneath the scorching rays of the sun, they will 
jump into canoes, pull off to the reef, and there 
remain for hours fishing, now in the water, and now 
in the canoe ; yet the chiefs, who scarcely do any thing 
but eat, drink, and sleep, and are rarely exposed to the 
vicissitudes which mark the daily Uvea of the common 
people, seem to suffer most from this painful and 
unsightly disorder. The natives themselves do not 
pretend to assign anything in particular as the cause 
of it ; they tell you it is incurable, that they have 
periodical attacks of pain, and that when the fit 
COmcH on their sufferings are agonising in the extreme. 
They eagerly seek for wines and spirits on these 
occasions, — I suppose, from the desire to drown 
their pangs in intoxication. Englishmen have been 
afflicted with it, but have had every symptom of 
the disease removed on their returning to a colder 
] climate. I do not know of many diseases incidental 
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to the country ; but they are cursed with a very foul 
one from their intercourse with Europeans^ which, 
from ignorance, neglect, and improper treatment, has 
become very general, and of a virulent nature ; other- 
wise they are a healthy race, and are generally long 
lived. 
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February \2th. — Leaving ray partner in Tahiti 
to conduct what trade he could with the whalers, 
which now began to flock in, I this day started for 
the Paumutu Islands, or the Low Islands of the 
Dangerous Archipelago, to try and collect a cargo 
of mother-of-pearl ehells, with the pearls to be ob- 
tained therefrom, I engaged an interpreter, agree- 
ing to give him one thousand dollars on his entering 
into a penal bond, guaranteeing, with a certain num- 
ber of men, to provide me with fifty tons of shell, to 
be dived for in my presence, with the pearl to be 
obtained from them, &c. &c. &c., in the space of 
three months, from the time of my starting till the 
time of my return. The divers to be employed in 
procuring the shell are fed principally on tihoho, 
which is bread-fruit buried in pits, and kept till 
it becomes like kneaded dough, and of a sour flavour. 
We went in the vessel to every likely place in Tahiti 
to try and obtain a supply ; but so many years have 
passed away since there has been any call made for 
it, that the natives have left off preserving more 
than is necessary for their own immediate wants 
therefore bore away for Chain Island. 

Februari/ \Qtk. — Ran close alongside the 
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of Maltea, a amall spot of high ahelving land about 
sixty miles due east from Tahiti. We observed groves 
of cocoa-nut trees at the water's edge ; landing ia 
difficult ; no anchorage ; the island ia used as a place 
of banishment for great offenders. We had very 
light baffling winds, and it was February ^Zrd before 
wc sighted Chain Island, which deserves its name. 
It ia a broken cluster of coral saudy patches, 
densely covered with cocoa-nut trees, enclosing an 
extensive lagoon ; there is no roadstead or anchor- 
age ; and so deep is the water close to, that the 
largest vessel that ever floated might run her jib- 
boom over the partly submerged coral reef girding 
these singular patches, without striking. The passage 
for boats to the shore is hazardous, even with the 
assistance of natives j but without their aid, to one 
unknown to the coast, landing would be impracticable. 
A canoe came off to us, and, taking one of the 
natives from her to serve as pilot, we made for the 
shore with our own boat. Twenty or thirty natives 
were in readiness to seize the boat the moment she 
neared the rocks ; and without our sustaining the 
slightest damage, we went over on the top of a swell, 
and were hauled three or four hundred yards over a 
sharp coral reef and landed in safety on the white 
sand at the south-eastern, or weather extremity of 
the island. The broadest part of the widest link of 
land that forms the chain, is not more than half a 
mile in extent ; and were it not for the density of the 
cocoa-nut trees, the land is so low, that in hazy 
weather you would be apt to make your first ac- 
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qualntance with it on finding yourself ashore. The 
only edible vegetable production the island yields is 
the cocoa-nut ; and yet it is thickly peopled, there 
not being less than 2000 native residents. They rear 
pigs in great abundance; but their diet is almost 
solely the cocoa-nut, which, in its different stages of 
ripeness, provides them with both meat and drink, — 
the pigs being reserved to exchange for calico and 
other articles with the ships that occasionally touch 
there. Notwithstanding the poorness of their living, 
the natives are strong and hearty, differing in no 
respect from the Tahitians in appearance, excepting 
that they are coarser, and a shade darker, which is 
to be accounted for by the greater heat of their 
climate, and from the refraction of the sun's rays on 
the glistening sands. To a depth of eight or ten 
feet the soil is literally composed of nothing but 
coral debris ; after that you pass through a strata of 
sandstone, and then come, so they tell you, to a black 
earth. I saw many abandoned pits, constructed with 
great labour, where the natives formerly cultivated 
tarro ; but they have allowed them to tumble in, as 
the roots were so small that they did not repay the 
labour of keeping them in order. To judge from the 
surface, one would be apt to imagine that no de- 
composition of vegetable matter had ever taken place 
there, yet cocoa-nut trees flourish luxuriantly as 
thickly as they can grow on the whole cluster of 
hummocks. 

The island Kes nearly SSE. and NNW. 
Crossing the link on which we landed, we entered 
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a canoe in tlte basin, and paddled to its oppoeite 
extremity. It may be about fifteen miles in 
length, \ and eight in the broadest part. The 
natives traded readily with ua, and we purchased 
50 or 60 hogs, 6000 cocoa-nuts, and a number 
of pearls. We had no difficulty in engaging divers, 
making an agreement with thirty of them at so 
many fathoms of cloth per month, besides taking 
a lot of lada to assist in opening and cleaning the 
shells. They expressed their satisfaction at our not 
having brought tihoho, as they say they prefer 
oocoa-Dute with a little biscuit, and an occasional 
mess of pork. Tlie native name for Chain Island 
ia Ana. 

March 5lk. — Passed the island of Lostanges, by the 
natives called Neingo Neingo, In Arrowsmith's chart 
it is laid down aa a narrow patch stretching due east 
and west, and only five miles in length; whereas it is 
wmilar in character to Chain Island, without its cocoa- 
nut trees, being broken ridges of land, a few feet 
only above the level of the water, enclosing a lagoon ; 
and its length is from ten to twelve miles : its breadth 
varies. When about the centre of the island, from 
the mast-head we could see, in faint perspective, the 
trees on the opposite side of the lagoon. It is a nasty 
place to make at nightfall. At tlie south end there v/sa 
a gap for nearly two miles without a break upon it. 
We stood within a cable's length of it before dia- 
covering the sunken barrier of sand with its detached 
patches of red rock, their points just grinning above 
the water. The island ia uninhabited ; there are no 
cocoa-nut trees upon it, nor trees bearing any de- 



BOW ISLAND. 241 

scription of food ; the resuscitated patches are princi- 
pally covered with a vividly green low shrub, which 
gave to the passing breeze a pleasant odour, not unlike 
that of new-mown hay. 

March \Oth. — The evening of this day saw us 
close in with the land at the south-western extremity 
of the Bow Island of Captain Cook, called by the 
French La Harp, and by the natives Heyow, spelt 
in the orthography of their language Hao. We 
were ranging along the coast to the northward, about 
two miles from the shore, when we observed four 
natives swimming off to us; we hove our topsails 
aback, and took them in. Shortly afterwards seven 
more black objects were descried making towards us ; 
but as we had good way upon the vessel again, and 
more hands on board than we could accommodate, we 
hailed for them to go back again. I never saw such 
powerful swimmers. 

March Wth. — At daylight we were off MoUer 
Island, by the natives termed Amanu. Bow Island 
being our destination, we tacked and stood for it. 
These islands are not more than fifteen miles asunder, 
and are lagoon islands, similar to those already de- 
scribed. Bow Island is between thirty and forty 
miles long, and lies in a south-east and north-west 
direction. The entrance to the lagoon is by a narrow 
passage at the north-north-western end ; it has a 
rapid tidal current, the time of flow and ebb being 
subject to lunar influence. At 11 a.m. we went in 
one of the boats to examine the entrance; the tide 
was setting out so strong, we could scarcely contend 
against it, and the natives recommended our waiting 
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till after 12 o'clock before attempting to take the 
vessel in, as it would then be slack water. We 
followed their advice, and entered the lagoon in 
safety, being favoured with a leading wind. There ia 
a slight overfall in the passage, and we shot through 
it BO quickly we had scarcely time for soundings : 
three fatlioma I believe to be its shoaleat water. We 
steered for the south-eastern part of the lagoon, the 
report being that shells were most abundant there. 
The lagoon is full of coral knolk, which can only be 
avoided by a bright look-out aloft. The broken 
ledges of aearcely habitable earth are not so broad as 
those of Chain Island ; there are a few groves of 
oocoa-nut trees, and the ground is covered with dead 
coral. The natives live principally on fish and the 
fruit of the pandanuB, which here grows abundantly, 
and is by them called fara. The fruit is a collection 
of cones, which they separate. Very little of it is 
edible, but each cone contains three or four white 
kernels of the bigness of a plum-stone kernel ; and 
after the small portion of esculent matter has been 
gnawed from the inner end of the cone, the natives 
may be seen, for hours at a stretch, pounding away at 
them to extract the kernels. I imagine they contain 
a deal of nourishment, as the people, fiir from being a 
puny race, are stout and robust, and fara is the only 
vegetable production they have as daily food. I 
found breaking the cones bard labour, as it jars every 
muscle in your body. Use, and the absence of more 
easily acquired food, has reconciled the natives to the 
exercise ; and groups may be seen pounding from 
morning till night. They live in wretched little huta, 
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and are not much better provided with doraestio 
comforts than the blacks of New South Wales. 

There is a moraij or place of sacrifice, where, in 
former times, human beings were immolated to the 
heathen deities, on the eastern side of the passage. 
Various tumuli still remain - — rude monuments of 
broken coral — and the natives are still in the habit of 
making offerings to the Tupapan (spirit of the dead) ; 
but when I taxed them with it, they exhibited 
symptoms of shame, and denied it. We saw the 
remains of some large turtle, and the skeletons of fish, 
suspended to the trees about the moral, and lying on 
many of the altar-like erections. One old man, lesa 
Bopliisticated than the others, told me, with much 
naivete, that they did not dare eat the turtle, as it was 
sacred food reseired as offerings to the Vainia (spirit). 
In the same way, on the death of an individual they 
hang over the grave a calabash of water with some 
fish for the Tupapan ; nor could I make them sensible 
that the water evaporated by time, and that birds 
and maggots consumed the fish. No, they say, 
the Tupapan comes at night and partakes of the re- 
freshment: nor will they believe otherwise; and they 
have the greatest dread at approaching their burial- 
places at night, fearing lest they should meet the 
Tupapan. All the women residing at the spot where 
I landed assembled and greeted me with a diince. 
They stood in a row, and sang in concert to a singu- 
larly wild chant ; keeping time with the hands and 
feet, and accompanying the song with extraordinary 
lascivious movements of the body, impoaeible to be 
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conceived by EuropeanB. Their aonga are all of a 
groaa and sensual character. 

The morning following the eve of our coming to 
an anchorage, wc again got under weigh, to proceed 
further down the lagoon, and onr divers started with 
the boats. They returned with but few sheila in the 
evening, owing to the long pull they had had ; aftei^ 
warda we averaged a ton of shclin per diem, but we 
added to our gang of divers nearly an equal number 
of Hao Islnndera, I accompanied them eeveral times 
on their diving excursions. At first I was filled 
with compassion at what appeared to me the distresa- 
ing nature of their exertions ; but observing that they 
sustained no apparent inconvenience, my sympathy 
became leas excited, and I used to rate them soundly 
when I came upon them and found them idling. 
On coming to a stationary anchorage, the divera 
wected temporary huts for themselves ashore ; and 
their custom was to start away at daybreak for the 
diving ground, and return to the vessel by three or 
four o'clock in the afternoon. The times that I 
accompanied them they were absolutely diving for 
about six hours ; and the only relaxation was pulling 
from one coral knoll to another, indulging in an occa- 
sional smoke by the way, and resting for a few 
minutes to partake of a little CJ3coa-nut and dried fish. 
The coral knolls have about two-feet water on 
their heads, and the water round them varies from 
three to twelve fathoms. The kuolls are composed 
of sprouts of coral, which have a growth something 
like broccoli or the heads of cauliflowers ; and the 
pearl oysters are found attached to, and lying around 
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these marine productions. On arriving at a reef or 
knoll, the boat was secured by its painter to a pro- 
jecting branch, and the divers proceeded to dive from 
it in all directions ; and as they brought up the shells, 
so they threw them into the shallow water on the 
knoll, until the shells became scarce, or they became 
tired and wanted to pull to another station. Shell- 
fish of various descriptions are attached to and wedged 
in the coral branches, apparently having grown with 
their growth. On a still calm day you may see to 
the bottom at ten or twelve fathoms, and the shell- 
fish when feeding reflect tints of the most brilliant 
and beautiful hue ; and fish of every conceivable form 
and colour may be seen sporting in the interstices of 
the coral branches. 

It is a curious sight to watch the divers: with 
scarcely a movement they will dart to the bottom 
like an arrow, examine beneath every protruding 
rock, and, on continuing their investigations, by 
a simple movement of the arm will propel them- 
selves horizontally through the water, and this at 
the depth of seven and eight fathoms. I timed 
several by the watch ; and the longest period I knew 
any of them to keep beneath the water was a minute 
and a quarter, and there were only two who accom- 
plished this feat. One of them, from his great skill, 
was nicknamed by his companions the *^ Ofai" (stone). 
Kather less than a minute was the usual duration. In 
fine weather they can see the shells, when, if the 
water is deep, they dive at an angle for them ; and as 
the shells adhere firmly to the coral by strong beards, 
it requires no little force to detach them. I wa^ 
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astoniahed on one occaeion at witnessing a diver, after 
one or two ineffectual attempts to tear away a large 
oyster, ank hia.lega beneath him, and, getting a 
purchase with his feet againat the coral, use both hia 
handa and fairly drag it off. When they dive in very 
deep water they complain of pains in the ears, and 
they sometimes come up with their noses bleeding; 
but it 18 rarely that you can get them to attempt 
such diving, as, let the sheila be ever so abundant, 
they will come up and swear there are none ; the 
exeriion from the gre.it pressure is too painfully 
distressing. It has frerjuently happened, after a 
set of worn-out divera have sworn that no more 
shells could be obtained, that a fresh set has come 
and procured from fifty to sixty tons without diffi- 
culty. "VVe had to shift the vessel three times to 
please the divers, although our so doing made no 
difference in the quantity or quality of shell procured. 
The last remove we dropped anchor on the eastern 
side of the lagoon, six or seven miles from the mouth 
of the passage ; and, accompanied by the interpreter, 
I went with the gang and roughed it on ahore for a 
fo.rtnight on the opposite aide, vv-here it is not safe for 
vessels to lie. We had great difficulty in inducing 
the men to continue their work ; and they complained 
bitterly at having quitted the last station, although 
it was at their own urgent requeat : they acknow- 
ledged the fault waa theirs, and confessed that where 
we now were, sheila were not only scarcer, but in 
deeper water. By dint of bullying and persuasion, 
we got them to complete their agreement ; and in 
eight weeks' diving we had forty-seven tons of ahellj 
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which, with what I purchased from the Hao Islanders, 
made about sixty tons in all taken on board. The 
pearls derived from the shells were principally seed 
pearl ; in the whole lot there was scarcely half a 
dozen that could lie selected worth ten dollars 
apiece. In this respect I was greatly disappointed ; 
two or three I purchased from the natives were of 
more value than all of the fifty tons of diving put 
together. I was not sorry when I found myself on 
board again. The sails were loosed, the anchor hove 
apeak, and we were all ready for a start, when the 
wind chopped round suddenly and blew right in our 
teeth ; and then, for four days we had nearly a stark 
calm. I wna urged to tow the vessel out ; but as I 
found no one willing to insure the risk, I preferred 
avoiding it by waiting for a shift of wind. 

The natives of this island are miserably poor : soil 
there is none to cultivate ; their only fruit or vegetable 
is the cocoa-nut and fara ; and, as before remarked, 
the cocoa-nut is not abundant, and the fruit is only 
partaken of on rare occasions. They have no quadru- 
peds, save a few wretched dogs which they keep for 
eating, and a small species of rat which infests the 
islands In myriads. A small dove, three or four 
varieties of land birds the size of larks, and no great 
variety of sea fowl, are the only ornithological speci- 
mens I saw ; and these the natives take no trouble 
about. The lagoon is abundantly supplied with an 
infinite variety of fish, many of which are excellent 
eating. The dress of the men is a belt round the 
loins, called a maro, which is passed between the legs 
and fastened at the back. The women wear simpi 
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a mat, reaching to the kneee Rnd girded round tbeir 
waists ; they seemed to lue, to be naturally indolent 
and dirty, and aa if they would prefer going with 
hunger half-appeased without labour, than satiate 
it by active exertions. The greater share of the 
duties devolves upon the women. They are heavy 
sleepers, and can pass away an immense deal of 
time in that way. I think it is a habit they have 
acquired for allaying the guawings of hunger. They 
seem to prefer being engaged in downright liard 
labour for us, on the chances of what food or nick- 
nacks we might give tliem, to relying on their own 
resources; at least my observation for two months 
leads me to suppose so, as we had thirteen or 
fourteen shell-openera and cleaners on board, who 
used to work much harder than ever I saw them do 
for tliemeelvea on shore ; and we might have com- 
manded the services of almost every person upon the 
ieland. On many of the land patches there arc holes 
of fresh water ; but they are so small that water can 
only be baled out with a calabash or cocoa-nut shell, 
and the supply is soon exhausted. Can they be 
springs, or do they arise from the percolation of eva- 
porated moisture ? 

Our Chain Islanders hinted to ua, that to the north- 
wai-d of Bow Island and Amanu was an island called 
Augatan, that had never been visited by white men. 
They stated tliat its inhabitants were in their primi- 
tive condition, and that they wore pearls strung 
round their necks and in their cars. Many large 
double canoes from Ana had made the attempt to 
reach it, but not one had been successfuL This 
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inteUigence induced me, when a wind sprang up tlrnt 
liberated us from our confinement, to bear away for 
it, in the hope of picking up some of these necklaces 
and ear ornaments. Our natives say they derived 
their information from a few half-staxved beings who 
got blown from Angatan in a canoe many years ago. 

May \^th. — It being too dark this evening when 
we sighted the island, we stood off and on till morn- 
ing. Our divers, who had been all agog to get there, 
now that their wishes were about being gratified 
began to exhibit signs of fear and uneasiness. They 
insinuated that the people were very ferocious, that 
they ate men, and were terrible warriors ; however, 
as I determined on landing, they requested me to 
allow them to make a first essay, to ascertsdn if they 
could hold intercommunication with them. To this 
I consented ; and two boats were lowered, with seven- 
teen men in them and a few muskets, to check any 
attempt at a surprise. We had sailed round two- 
thirds of the island and had seen no vestige of a 
human being, and we began to surmise that it was 
uninhabited ; but after some of our fellows had landed 
and were walking along the beach, we observed some 
naked red skins stealing through the trees. By and 
by they showed themselves, and a parley ensued. 
Either party seemed frightened of the other, and what 
communing they had was at a safe distance. In 
about half an hour our heroes returned to the boats ; 
and then we observed that the stranger natives were 
armed with long spears, which they h^ laid on the 
beach during the interview. 

One of our divers who could talk a little English 
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told me that there "were plenty man — too muchee 

mokee fight — plenty apear — eat man. I eay, captain, 
lookee outi" said hej with a foreboding shake of the 
head. Not at all discouraged by hie ominous frowns 
and raiagivinga, 1 persisted in going aahore. The 
interjireter went in one boat, and I in the other. It 
was agreed that I should land, and that the inter- 
preter should lie off, to guard against accident or 
treachery ; not that I entertained feelings of appre- 
hension, as I believed all the talk of our fellows arose 
from their own groundless fears. On nearing the 
shore only two natives could be seen ; and they ran 
along the beach waving their arms, and pointing out 
the best place for us to land. Both had apeara in their 
handa. The beach is flanked by a flat coral reefj and 
consequently there is a. heavy sand upon it ; and before 
we dared approach with the boat, the oldest native 
in her jumped overboard and, swimming on ehore, 
commenced tokens of peace and amity ; the opposite 
party continuing very coy. "Whilst they were in the 
midst of their gesticulationa, a favourable swell setting 
in, despite the entreaties of the men, I ran along the 
thwarts and jumped on land. This at once settled 
the matter ; the stranger natives caught up their spears 
and retreated to the bush, " staying no further (ques- 
tion ;" and aa they fled they were jabbering out to 
us in amazement. I called after them, but it only 
accelerated their flight; so I cautiously followed, 
gun in hand, and finger on the trigger. All the 
natives from the boals, with the exception of two in 
each, to keep them at a safe distance, on seeing me 
land, jumped into the sea and swam to mc, earuestlj 
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entreating me to stop. All iny endeavours to reasaure 
the flying fugitivea were unavailing; they disappeared 
in the thick underwood, and I thought it prudent to 
come to a halt. There was a tolerably large canoe 
hauled up under the trees, and, lest it should prove 
a cover for parties concealing themselves, I went and 
examined it. But I saw no signs, nor did I hear any 
movements indicative of hostility. I encouraged 
some of the men to go with me a short distance into 
the bush. They protested against going too far, as 
they vehemently declared they could detect traces of 
a recent human sacrifice. All was quiet ; we shouted 
and hallooed, but not a soul appeared. I was at a 
regular nonplus, and at a loss how to proceed. The 
fears of my companions would not allow me to incur 
the risk of marching through the island, as I knew 
they would fly on the first signal of alarm. Whilst 
meditating the best plan to adopt, a lot of armed 
men was seen coming along the beach skirting the 
wood. I immediately started to meet them, on 
observing which, they appeared to pause in alarm. 
The two foremost of the party held green boughs in 
their hands, which I considered the emblem of friendly 
intentions ; and as they continued to stand and wave 
them, I returned to my followers and handed them 
my gun, and making one of them give up his musket, 
I desired hira to follow me ; which he did, with many 
misgivings and entreaties of " Captain, lookee out ! 
Too muchee man ! Plenty spear 1 Lookee out ! Lookee 
out!" Disregarding all that his fears impelled him 
to say, I walked directly up to those who held ttve 
green boughs, throwing up my arms to show tlia^ 
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I was weaiwuless. Upon this, the one who after- 
wtirds proved to be the head chief, seized my right 
hand with a nervous grasp, and my left was secured 
in a vice-like gripe by the other. Thinks I, " You've 
doue it now, young fellow." I was fixed without the 
power of reaiatance ; and as I caat my eye over the 
■wild-looking savages, armed with their long spears and 
clubs set with sharks' teeth, for a moment I yielded 
to the belief that my hour was come. Preserving 
outward composure, I turned my head and called to 
the Chain Islander to come and interpret for me. 
In fear and trerabUng he drew nigh, when the man 
who held my left hand set it at liberty to seize the 
diver's ; but my relinquished digit was instantly 
pounced upon by another of the party. The chief 
addressed a few worda to Tiemu, the diver, who 
seemed to offer explanation. My hands were then 
extended, and the whole party joined theirs over 
them. In this position the chief favoured us with 
an oration, as enei^etically wild and savage as can 
be imagined. At the end he broke a young cocoa- 
nut; and putting one hand to the back of my head, 
vfith the other he raised the nut to my lips, a green 
bough being waved over me. Tiemu then repeated 
some words after the chief; and the ceremony was 
wound up by all, but myself, dropping on one knee 
and celebrating the event in a chant to the gods . 
Tiemu explained to them, as well as he could, who I 
was, and my object in coming there. Their curiosity 
was unbounded ; it was with difficulty I could in- 
duce them to free my hands, as each party wanted to 
secure me as his friend, in case I had any thing to 
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give. At the time, I attributed tlie tightness of their 
gripe to a very different motive. 

I was the first white man they had ever touched, 
and they esamined my naked breast and arms, forcing 
up the sleeves of my coat and opening my shirt 
bosom. The light colour and aoftnesa of my hair 
was another objeet of admiration : in short, my dress 
and appearance generally was a subject of unmitigated 
wonder ; and their first impression waa, that I was a 
spirit that had come from the clouds. In the course of 
an hour we were all as thick as inkle-weavers ; and our 
people were as jolly amongst them, singing, dancing, 
and laughing, as if they had known them for a century. 
Many curious ceremonies were used at the first 
greetings, and much rubbing of noses and embracing 
took place. Of course I submitted to nothing of the 
kind in my own person, Tiemu having taken care to let 
them know the greatness of my power, and the differ- 
ence of the habits of the white men. This increased 
their awe, and put me on maintaining a reserved 
bearing; and as the crowd around us began to thicken, 
and many held spears and clubs, I pointed to them 
with signs of disapprobation, and desired that they 
might be put away. They instantly complied with 
my request, by darting their spears into the neigh- 
bouring bushes. 

The Paumutuan dialect differs from the Tahitian, 
though most of the Paumutuan s understand the 
latter. Tiemu informed nic that the "talk" of the 
people of Angatnn is similar to what was anciently 
used in Ana (Chain Island) before they had seen 
any white men, or intercourse was ao 
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Tabiti. He had great difBculty, he eaid, in re- 
calling his memory, though doubtleBB his perceptions 
were quickened and rendered more acute by his 
bodily terror. Ignorance of their habits might 
lead to fatal and irremediable mistakes ; but aa 
far aa I saw, the natives of Angatan are a liarmless 
inoffensive race. They are what is poetically termed 
" Nature's unsophisticated children," which, in com- 
mon parlance, signifies, that they are as they came 
from the hands of God, with very little assistance 
from art. They go all but naked, are particularly 
wild and savage-looking, with matted dishevelled 
hair, thick mustachios on the upper lip, and long 
beards. They did not appear so stout aa the other 
islanders, but, generally ppeaking, taller ; several 
were nearly seven feet high. There was no tattooing 
on any of them ; and their implements were similar 
to those of most savage nations, constructed of wood 
and bone, I distributed a few articles amongst them, 
which they seized with avidity ; in return they 
brought me cocoa-nuts, a mat or two, and some 
other little trifles. I saw no pearls amongst them, 
nor could they comprehend what the divers meant 
when they asked if they had any. Only four or five 
of their women came to see us — tall reedy -looking 
beings, but with rather a soft and pleasing expression 
of countenance. They aeenied lost in amazement, 
and scarcely kept iheir eyes off me during my stay. 
They had an evident inclination to fondle me, and I 
was obliged to submit to their resting their arms on 
my shoulders, and allowing them to play with my 
hair. There was nothing on the island to purchase ; 
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and having made my gifts^ and somewhat disarmed 
their jealous fears^ I returned on board again. I 
lost more than half the interest of my interview 
with them for want of a proper interpreter. After 
the league of friendship had been solemnly ratified 
between us, and we were on the most social terms, 
I requested my interpreter to come ashore, and assist 
in explaining all that was going on. But arguments 
and persuasion had no eflfect ; he would not venture 
his fat sides out of the boat ; and when I reproached 
him for his cowardice, he tried to excuse himself by 
saying, "No, no, no, sir, you'd never catch me 
ashore ; but goodness me, sir 1 if they'd killed you, 
sir, I was determined to have revenged your death.'* 
He exhibited a curious proof of the way he intended 
avenging my fall. After good-fellowship was esta- 
blished, my fellows had stacked their muskets on 
the beach, more fully to enjoy the new-formed 
league. But the gallant interpreter, fearing that 
they might fall into the hands of the Angatan natives, 
made one of the men from his boat swim off with 
them to him ; so that had we sustained an attack, we 
should have been slaughtered without the means of 
self-defence, and beyond the reach of any harm he 
could have effected with the muskets. We sailed 
round the island, which is not above fourteen miles 
in circumference. Its central lagoon was small, and 
I thought I detected a boat passage to it on the 
south-east side. We landed with the boats on the 
north-west. It is the island called by the Russians 
Ayrackcheef, and is accurately laid down in Arrow- 
smith's chart of the Low and Society Islands* 
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May 16(/t. — Between seventy and eighty milet 
due west from Angatan is Walchonaky, another 
lagoon island surveyed by the Russians j its iiativw 
name is Takiime. At & A. M, this morning we wei 
about eight miles to the north-east of it. At 10 I 
had the boats lowered and went on shore. Tin 
island is nearly fourteen miles in extent, and 
lagoon is in no part broader than between two a 
three miles. It has no harbour, and is nearly sui 
rounded by a hold coral reef, with a flat surface^ 
the beat landing is at the north end. It has sor 
beautiful groves of cocoa-nut trees, and is rather I 
pretty looking spot. Its inhabitants have frequenl 
intercourse with Ana, and veasela from Tahiti hav< 
had boats diving there. Two of the double c 
from Ana were then lying there ; and it transpired 
that before we called to engage the divers, one i 
these canoes had started for Angatan, the other fditfl 
lowing soon after our departure for Hao ; and it UH 
rather singular, after so many years of bootless tria^ 
that both should succeed in reaching Angatan at thM 
time. The first canoe gave a very vague and ' 
satisfactory account of their proceedings: they 1 
made the island, but seeing a great number of armed 
people assembled, were afraid to land, and there v 
a whispered rumour that they had wantonly firt 
upon and killed four of the unoffending islanderd^ 
Tlie second canoe had only left Angatan the da^ 
before we arrived there ; they gave us their storj^ 
with several contradictory versions. One of tha 
party, however, got killed ; and another was speare*! 
in his back and right arm, and with the remaindel 
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of his companions escaped with difficulty. 1 cross- 
questioned them. Their description of the island and 
its people was accurate enough, but their particulars 
of the affray were confused and mystified ; and it was 
the unanimous opinion of our divers that they had 
brought the punishment upon themselves. This 
may account for the timidity of the islanders when 
we landed, and for every one of them being armed, 
even to the women. No doubt they fancied we had 
come to inflict retribution for the man they had 
killed. On the fall of their comrade, the Chain 
Islanders made a precipitate retreat to their canoe, 
which they say they gained in an almost exhausted 
state. They saw the Angatanians lay their dead 
companion across their spears, and carry him inland ; 
aad they asserted their conviction that he was eaten. 
This accords exactly with our own people's notions, 
that a recent human sacrifice had been committed. 
I staid at Takume four or five hours, trading for 
pearls and other island productions, and then stood 
away west-south-west. We sighted Barclay de Tolly 
Island, recognised by the natives as Karoia : it has 
an extensive lagoon, and its coral ledges are much 
broken. 

May nth, — Holtz Island, by the Russians called 
Yermoeloff, and by the natives Tainga, is laid down 
in latitude 16° 24' S. and longitude 143° 12' W. 
Our longitude corresponded, but we thought its 
position was placed six miles too far to the southward. 
It is a lagoon island. At this time there were no 
inhabitants on it, and I did not heave to. 

May ISth. — Early this morning we made a long 
VOL. I. s 



258 BOVING3 IN THE PACIFIC. 

low island which the natives called Makimo. We lay 
alongside it nearly becalmed the wbole day, the 
Teasel juat having steerage way. It ranges nearly 
east and west, ia upwarJa of thirty miles long, and 
there are two ship passages through its northern belt 
of coral into the lagoon. There are but few inha- 
bitants on it, and I did not land. Its longitude 
corresponded with our observations, but it is also laid 
down six or seven miles too far to the southward. 
At 3 A. M. oiMay \^th, a breeze sprang up, and at 
daylight we discovered ourselves considerably to the 
northward of Sacken Island, known to the ialanclers 
as Katin — dangerous land to make, from the wide 
gaps in the ledges encircling its lagoon. In many of 
the broken intervals, the sand and rocks were nearly 
level with the water. Here and there are occasional 
clumps of foliage. The lagoon is large : there is a 
clear ship entrance to it ou the north-eaat side and 
another on the west-north- west, 

The inhabitants of nearly all the Paumutu 
Islands are of roving roigratory habits ; they wander 
from island to island in their large double canoes, so 
that at times an island will appear to be thickly 
peopled, and at others scarcely an individual is to 
be found. The latter was the case with Katin in the 
present instance, and was more than once so with 
Bow or Hao Island during my stay there ; and unless 
a person dwelt amongst them long enough to be able 
to recognise features, he would be apt to return a 
very false estimate of the island population. The 
centre of Katin is laid down in latitude 16° 16' S. ; 
it is at least six miles too far to the southward. The 
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longitude we found to be correct, viz. 144*^ 19' W. 
From Katin we took a direct course for Chain Island, 
and sailed between Myloradwitch and Chichagoff, 
known to the natives as Faiti and Tania. The 
channel between them is about ten miles broad. They 
are both lagoon islands, differing little from those 
already noticed. Their positions on the chart cor- 
responded with our observations, only Faiti is re- 
presented as being the larger of the two, which is 
incorrect; Tania being of considerably greater ex- 
tent. The latter has three entrances to its lagoon on 
its eastern side. The wind being fair, and our 
provisions low, I would not delay to land on either 
of the last-named islands, particularly as our divers 
apprised us that the inhabitants were all away. A 
singular peculiarity attaches to the pearls procured 
from the shells of a small island, forty or fifty miles 
to the north-west of Katin, called by the natives 
Taiero, they being invariably of a dark or orange- 
red color. 

May 20th, — At 1 A. M. we sighted Ana, and 
made short tacks till dawn. On the charts this island 
is laid down twelve or thirteen miles too far to the 
westward ; and if we had not known this, we should 
have had a troublesome beat back again. Its latitude 
was correct, and we made its longitude 145** 28' W. 
instead of 145° 41'. 

I was more struck with the appearance of Ana or 
Chain Island on my return to it. The south-east point 
is densely crowded with cocoa-nut trees, and the land 
being so low and flat, they appeared of one altitude. 
The whole scene, from the sombre hue of the grey 
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dawn, and the waving plume-like tops of the trees, 
reminded one of a gigantic hearse covered with ita 
funeral pall and dark nodding feathers. 

The Chain lalandera are alive to the advantage the 
cocoa-nut tree gives them over their neighbours; and 
though 80 wonderfully abundant, they are con- 
tinually planting them. From the great superiority in 
the number of its inhabitants, Chain Island takes the 
lead of all the islands in the Archipelago, and the 
other islanders are looked upon by them in little better 
light than we would look upon dogs. Wherever 
they go, they commit the most wanton excesses with 
impunity ; for if the injured party should dare to rise 
in their own defence, on the news reaching Ana, they 
collect an overwhelming force in their large double 
canoes, of which they have from fifty to sixty, and 
take fearful vengeance. Some years ago they over- 
ran nearly every island in the group, burning and 
slaying all before them ; rooting up, and destroying 
every cocoa-nut tree standing, which accounts for their 
scarcity at the other islands. It is only of late years 
that the scattered renmants have been allowed to re- 
turn in quiet to their homes and renew their planta- 
tions ; and the poor fellows are in absolute dread of 
visits from the Chain Islanders, for they are like 
locusts, and almost commit as much devastation. I 
heard that these impudent fellows once contemplated 
the conquest of Tahiti, and gave the old king a 
fright. He was not the most valiant of men in 
his own person, but o clever diplomatist; and he 
averted hostilities by ceding certain points of land in 
..Tahiti for the use of the Paumutuans whenever they 
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chose to take up a temporary sqfoum upon the island ; 
and by this stroke of policy he got them to acknow- 
ledge his supremacy. 

I kept the worthies pretty well under restraint, 
but I am conscious that many petty impositions took 
place which I could not prevent ; the aggrieved party 
thinking it better perhaps to put up with trifling in- 
conveniences than risk complaining to me, which 
might provoke a serious quarrel when I was no 
longer by to protect them. Much debate was held 
amongst the leading men as to fitting out a fleet for 
an attack upon Angatan ; but I set my face against 
it, and opposed every argument in my power. I was 
listened to with deference, as they looked upon me as 
braver than their own people. One of the divers, 
too, was an influential man, and he strongly sided with 
me. We caused the parties to be re-examined, and not 
a doubt remained in the minds of the assembly, that 
their own countrymen had been the aggressors ; and 
they faithfully assured me that they would drop all 
idea of making war upon them. 

I could not avoid being struck with the selfish 
illiberal dealings of the Paumutuans one towards 
the other: arising perhaps from the poverty of 
their food, and the precarious way in which they 
obtain it. Even when it puts them to no incon- 
venience, they will not accomodate each other ; nor 
does it seem to be expected amongst them. It is 
literally " every man for himself; " and I have fre- 
quently known our shell-openers compelled to swim 
ashore, in rough blowy weather, because the oumer 
of a canoe would not allow them to take a passage. 

8 3 



262 EOVINGS IN TUE PACIFIC. 

I expressed my astonishment at sucli illiberalitj 
amongst people so few in number, and who must hfi 
all more or leas related by kindred ties. They onlyl 
laughed, and said it was the custom of the conntry,f 
It was represented that the Paumutuana were f 
more strict in their observance of the marriage rit€8 1 
than the Taliitians ; all I can say is, that at Hao 
there was not one who would not sell his wife or 
sister to our sailors for a shirt or a yard or two of 
print. 

June 1 Qth. — Got under weigh for Manilla, intending 
proceeding through the various islands to the west- 
ward, making a running trading voyage of it. 

June \8lh. — Sprung a leak, and with difficulty 
could keep the vessel free. The leak increasing, 
held a consultation ; aud the result was, that con- 
sidering it too dangerous to prosecute the voyage 
contemplated, we stood back for Tahiti, in the hope 
of getting assistance from the " Favourite " man-of- 
war, lying there when we left. We were nine days 
beating our way back, confined by strong easterly 
breezes between the islands of Eaiatea, Huaheine, 
and Sir Charles Saunders Island, or Maihau. 

June 27th. — Again dropped anchor in Tahiti. 
The " Favourite " had taken her departure ; and 
being unable to procure copper or nails, and many 
other things necessary for heaving the vessel down ; 
reflecting also on the great expense attending it, and 
the probable loss we should sustain from theft and 
breakage on discharging the cargo ; we altered our 
views. Deeming the island route to tJie westward 
too hazardous in oui leaky condition, we had the 
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hooden ends^ and one or two suspicious-looking places 
in the bows looked at^ and, provided with extra pump 
gear, on July 2nd we cleared the harbour for Val- 
paraiso, and endeavoured to call at Ana ; but after a 
week's contention with strong easterly breezes, gave 
up the attempt and stood to the southward. We 
reached 31° south latitude before we got into the 
" variables," and by that time were in the longitude 
of Tahiti again. We sighted no land upon the 
passage, although we ran close to the parallel of lati- 
tude of a cluster of islands marked upon the chart, 
^' Islands, according to the Spaniards, — seen also in 
1825." 

August l9tL — At sunrise the snowy tops of the 
Andes were visible above the clouds, which dis- 
appeared as the sun gained power. 

August 20th. — We were within an ace of being 
wrecked on a shoal, about twenty miles to the 
northward of Valparaiso, and stretching eight miles 
from the land. At eight o'clock a. m. it fell calm, 
and we were at the mercy of the drift. At six P. m. 
we could distinguish houses, and a sickly twinkling 
light, which one of the crew said proceeded from 
the light-house. 

August 21st. — We drifted past the harbour in the 
night, and the current was setting us towards the 
rocks. Pulled into the harbour for assistance, procured 
two boats, and towed the schooner into a place of 
safety ; and as we had been compelled to pump her 
every two hours from the time of our leaving Tahiti, 
we were not at all sorry to see her safely moored in 
port. The harbour of Valparaiso is more properly 

8 4 



264 EOVINGS IN TIIE PACIFIC. 

a roadstead; it U an extensive bight, fully open i 
north winda, wliich blow at times with great violeoc 
in the winter season, pai-ticularly in the months 
June and July. Our position was on the west s' 
of the harbour, at a place called Fisherman's T 
The holding ground is good, and the pull of the ancht 
against a hill, as the water shoals gradually, I 
forty to two fathoms. The port, to my eyes, had a 
extraordinary appearance. One narrow street r 
along the base of a jumble of broken hills, and t 
houses appear packed one on the top of the otl 
About a mile and a half from the port Is 
Almiulral, or town, built on a sandy patch of table 
land, tlie only reposing level facing the sea which 
the roadstead offers. The surrounding country is 
rugged and hilly ; and to the northward, far away 
in the distance, colossal mountains rear their tops, 
crowned with eternal snow. The streets of the 
Almadral are laid out so as to form squares, 
crossing each other at right angles. There is no- 
thing enlivening in the outside appearance of the 
houses and shops. The windows are small, and 
are protected by heavy iron gratings; there is 
nothing on which to feast the eye, like the ex- 
hibitions of wealth and beauty in art to be seen in 
the shop windows of Old England. There were 
from seventy to eighty foreign ships, varying from 
100 to 1000 tons burthen, lying at anclior on my 
first arrival ; and during every day of my stay 
vessels were going out and coming in. From the 
nature of the harbour there are no wharves for the 
convenience of loading or discharging vessels : large 
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open lighters are employed for this work, and 
hundreds are to be seen riding at their moorings. 
AH goods have to pass through the Custom House, and 
duties are levied upon them according to the judg- 
ment of government inspectors. The del credere of 
the country is six months; and the celerity with 
which vessels are discharged, and cargoes sold, forced 
itself particularly upon my attention. A vessel 
arrived from China whilst I was there, bringing a 
very valuable cargo : in two days goods were sold to 
the extent of 200,000]^ ; and in four or five she was 
entirely discharged. There are no banks in the 
country, and all payments are made in hard cash. 
Ounces, dollars, and reals is the currency ; mercantile 
books are kept in dollars and reals : I saw no copper 
money. 

In Valparaiso they have no regular troops, but an 
organised militia, who are exercised every Sunday on 
a plain to the westward of the town, extending to 
the clifis, called the Plaiyanche. On the edge of 
the cliffs facing the ocean is the lighthouse, a paltry 
wooden erection with a fixed light. 

Nothing surprised me more than the observance of 
the sabbath in this country. Instead of being de- 
voted to quiet, orderly, religious purposes, it is a 
day of mirth and revelry. Business is suspended, it is 
true, and the churches are opened, but pleasure and 
amusement reign paramount. The celebration of 
Saints' days, which are annoyingly frequent, oppose 
great interruption to commerce, no ships being 
allowed to continue loading or discharging when they 
occur ; the shops are closed^ and the business muB^ 
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Bleep. Some queer mummerj ensues on these occa>J 
mons : a lay figure, representing the saint, dressed inJ 
gaudy tinsel, preceded by a procession of priests, and 1 
followed by a band of music and the mob, is carried 1 
about ; and at different halting places squibs and J 
crackers are let off, and occasionally a rocket is sent I 
up into the air. Foreigners of a different persuasion J 
are bound to take off their hata on falling in with" | 
these processions. 

Santiago, the capital, is between ninety and one! 
hundred miles from Valparaiso; the road to it over highj 
hills and rich plains. At very little expense the roadBl 
might easily be kept in excellent condition ; but they I 
are most deplorable. We were frequently compelled.l 
to make a detour of a mile to avoid being bogf 
Our travelling conveyance was exactly suited to thS'l 
nature of the roads ; it was a sort of Stanhope, with J 
a hood that could be raised or depressed at pleasur^J 
mounted on very long springs, otherwise the shocks^ 
we received from the ruts and holes would havC^ 
dislocated our limbs. A mounted horseman rode o 
each side of the horse in tlie shafts ; and attached t 
their saddles they had leather thongs, with hooks s 
the ends, which they could fix to eye-bolts in \ 
ehafts, to assist in drawing us. Whenever we ap-l 
proachecl a dangerous or doubtful place in the roac^J 
one of the fellows immediately unhooked his thonj 
and rode through it, to sound the way. In I 
manner, on going down a hill he would take 1 
hook from the shaft and fix it in an eye-bolt at t 
back of the birlochc, and keep backing his horse t 
we had descended in safety. The road leads ova 



BOAD TO SANTIAGO. 267 

two mountainous ascents. That over the Questa Prao, 
from its altitude and steepness, has been cut with 
great labour : it winds laterally on its broad bosom, 
and has scarcely less than thirty serpentine turnings. 
On gaining its summit, the view from it on either side 
is glorious : wide cultivated plains clothed with ver- 
dure, level as a bowling green, spreading away to the 
base of the mountains; the Cordilleras in all their 
magnificent array, closing the scene. The agricul- 
tural instruments of the farmers and peasantry are of 
the most primitive construction : the plough, consist- 
ing of a clumsy triangular piece of wood, the open 
ends of the angle forming the handles, and the point, 
somewhat prolonged, shod with iron, forming the 
coulter for breaking the earth, two bullocks draw 
abreast; their harrows are constructed from the 
nearest bush. Droves of mules are employed for 
transporting produce in packs ; and I was frequently 
reminded on seeing them toiling their painful ascent 
up the steep moimtains, of the ** Muleteer's Song." 

^* Then haste my mules, we must not creep, 
Nor linger on so slow ; 
The joumey^s long, the mountain*s steep, 
We've many a league to go." 

For bulky articles they have huge lumbersome 
waggons, with wooden axle-trees, drawn by oxen : 
the creaking and groaning of these waggons may be 
heard nearly a mile off. They are now introducing 
more civilised vehicles ; but I was told that it was the 
policy of the government in former times to suffer 
none but these slow- moving musical conveyances in 
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the country, aa a protection against smuggling; i 
not being possible to put them in motion withoiifci 
their announcing the fact to a considerable distancBi J 
The oxen are yoked together in couples by a heavj 
bar of wood made fast to their horns, and they n 
be said to push rather than pull. There are fro 
five to seven couple in each waggon ; and two o 
are always fastened to the back of the waggon o 
going downhill, and are taught to hold baek, answer 
ing the purpose of a, drag chain. The drivers i 
goads instead of whips like our waggoners - 
from ten to twelve feet long, armed with sharp i 
points, which they dig into the poor animals m 
unmercifully. The coBturae of these fellows, wlii 
with slight variation, is the dress of the peasantry c 
the country, is rather picturesque. Over the shirts tl 
wear a poncho — a sort of cape, reaching aa far as thet 
knees on either side, drawn over the head through 
slit in the centre. This slit and the edge of the poncht 
are bound with a fanciful border of bright coloura 
They wear wide white drawers, reacliing to a 
mid-leg, and over these another pair, still wider, t 
blue dungaree or camlet, white cotton stockings, a 
short scarlet woollen socks over these again, 
heads are bound with a fancy- coloured handkerchi 
knotted behind, two ends being left to flap about, 
high conically shaped straw hat completes the gai 
In riding a journey it is the custom for almost e 
one to wear the poncho, and to tie a handkercMa^ 
round the head ; as the flapping of the loose ends c 
tributes to keep you cool, and the poncho not c 
protects you from the dust, which is very troublesom 
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here, but by its fanning motion creates a current of 
cool air not to be rejected. 

Many of the Chilenos pass half their lives on horse- 
back, and a well mounted wassan deseryes a particular 
description. On his saddle he has seven or eight pillows 
or coverings, made of prepared sheepskins with the 
wool on, dyed of a uniform colour, all trimmed to the 
nicest degree of evenness, an embossed sheet of leather 
being girthed over all. His reins, stirrup-leathers, and 
horse's head gear, are mounted with silver; but instead 
of stirrup-irons, he has heavy wooden boxes, beauti- 
fully carved, which receive the toe. Himself, — dressed 
in a gay poncho, beautifully embroidered with flowers 
worked in silk, a broad sombrero with the ends of 
a bright-coloured silk handkerchief streaming from 
beneath it; his jacket slashed and braided, with 
leggings of polished embossed leather over his well 
fitting trowsers; his spur-leather mounted with 
burnished silver, and the rowels of his spurs of the 
same metal, seven inches in diameter, — fixed like a 
centaur in his seat, with his noble horse, faultless in 
symmetry, well groomed, bounding and caracoUing 
beneath him, afibrds a gallant spectacle. The mule- 
teers and carriage-drivers make the pillows serve the 
purpose of bed and blanket. They rarely sleep within 
the walls of a room, and in every inn-yard they may 
be found resting under the gateway, or beneath the 
vehicle they have been conducting during the day. 
Their mode of life renders them apparently hardy 
and healthy, but I am told that few attain to old age. 
The reason of their using the large wooden rest 
instead of stirrup-irons is to protect their legs^ which 
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otherwise would often be sabject to serious tlamaj 
in riding through a country particularly liable to b 
thronged with raulca laden with copper ore, 
which scramble along quite regardless of what damaj 
they may inflict with their insensate burdens. 

Santiago is built on an extensive plain, which, i 
veyed from the surrounding heights, appears level as a 
billiard table. The streets are laid out in scLuares, and 
in the centre of the city is the Grand Plaza, or great 
square, the palace of the president occupying one 
side of it. In the middle of the square is a marble 
fountain, erected in commemoration of the inde- 
pendence of the country ; and from the basin of this 
fountain the city is supplied with water. The houses, 
as seen from the streets, have a dull prison-like ap- 
pearance. An arched gateway occupies the front of 
nearly all the private houses, which leads into a court ; 
the building forming the sides of a square encloses 
this court yard, and, generally speaking, a parterre or 
a fountain ornaments its centre. If their dealings 
are conducted as much upon the square as they seem 
fond of applying the principle to their dwellings, 
towns and cities, &c,, they deserve to be esteemed 
as a rigidly moral people. I had great diiBculty in 
finding my way about from the sameness in the ap- 
pearance of the streets, which are without name or 
number. On falling in with any one who could 
speak English to direct me, I became as much 
puzzled in keeping count of the squares aa though I 
had received no instructions ; hence I infer that the 
bump of locality cannot be very strongly developed in 
my cranium. The beet expedient I could reaort to on 
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wishing to return to my hotel was, by blundering my 
way to the Grand Plaza; and then I could not well 
miss it, as it was in the street on a line with the presi- 
dent's palace. My arrival at Santiago happened at a 
felicitous moment for witnessing the national rejoicing 
which takes place on the 18th, 19th, and 20th Sep- 
tember, in celebration of the anniversary of their inde- 
pendence. The troops are reviewed on a beautiful 
plain called the Pampilia, three or four miles from 
the city, and extending with a gentle rise to the base 
of the Cordilleras, when thousands of both sexes 
congregate on horses, in carriages, and vehicles of 
every description. Pic-nic parties may be seen 
grouped in all directions, whilst good-humoured 
mirth and frolicsome fun reign around. Various 
are the feats of skill in horsemanship that take 
place. It is next to an impossibility to unhorse a 
Chileno when seated on his pillows ; and on these 
days it is customary amongst them to dash at any 
^e off his guard, and try to unhorse him. A person 
on a naked English pig- skin, with its neat stirrup- 
irons, stands no chance in these rude encounters. 
The pile of pillows stretches the legs to a certain 
angle, and the large wooden rests preserve both 
rider and horse from the shock of the charge, at the 
same time inflicting severe punishment on an adver- 
sary's legs or horse not similarly provided. 

On one of these holiday occasions, I was informed 
that an English gentleman, beautifully mounted, in 
Meltonian style, on a coal-black steed, an admirable 
rider, careered the plain, avoiding every encounter 
with dexterous skill, and by his graceful address 
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exciting the admiration of the fair and the burning 
envy of the wassaoa. The latter feeling at length 
prevailed to such an extent, that one of the wasaana, 
bestriding a very powerful animal, and watching Ma 
opportunity, set spura to his horae and charged him 
in the flank, us he was bending over hla saddle coa- 
versing with some ladies, a terrified shriek from 
whom announced his danger. At a glance he saw that 
any attempt to escape would be almost certain death to 
his fair friends ; he therefore reined up his noble 
eteed, and plying whip and eptir dashed at the 
wassan, meeting liim full tilt in his career. At the 
very instant of the encounter, the Englishman threw 
liimself from his saddle, without relinquislllng the 
reins, and escaped uninjured, though his noble courser 
perished in the encounter. The wasaan and his 
horse were killed upon the spot. I received several 
rough contusions on my knees and shins ; but having 
no pretensions to skill in horsemanship, whenever I 
saw any one about to charge me, I made a point of 
dropping the reins and throwing up my arms, and it 
generally had the desired eflfect. The Chilenos cer- 
tainly manage their horaes with consummate skill : I 
have seen them urge them to their fullest speed, and 
check them so suddenly as to throw them back upon 
their haunches; and I was assured by a gentleman of 
credibility, that he has known them gallop their horsea 
to the verge of a precipice, and when to the eye of 
the bystanders nothing could save them from being 
daahed to pieces, they have, by a dexterous use of their 
powerful curhsj brought their horses completely 
round, their fore legs describing an arc in the air 
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beyond the cliffs as they accomplished the manoeuvre. 
This may be accounted for in some measure by the 
horses being trained to the use of the lasso. In 
chasing wild cattle^ the moment the lasso leaves the 
hunter's hand, the horse instinctively throws the 
weight of his body on the opposite side, to receive 
the shock when the cattle come thundering down. 
The hunters are unerring in their aim and when, as 
it sometimes happens, they become outcasts from 
society, and take to highway plunder, the lasso in 
their hands becomes a fearful weapon. Ere the 
unsuspecting traveller has time to defend himself, or 
to judge of the nature of the assault, he is in the 
coil of the deadly lasso, and at the heels of his mur- 
derer's horse, being dragged towards his retreat. 

I rode out a few leagues in different directions 
from the city, and invariably found, after we had 
gained the summit of a range of more elevated land, 
that a magnificent plain, under high cultivation, spread 
its rich surface till boimded again by gradually rising 
eminences. There are no important rivers in any 
part of the country I traversed. A watercourse 
called the Maypo runs through Santiago, which is 
confined within certain boundaries by a wall several 
miles in extent, and of great strength and thickness. 
This watercourse (over which I stepped dry-footed), 
in which the rubbish swept from the streets of the 
city is deposited, where grass is growing, and where 
mules were browsing, is spanned by a bridge of ten 
arches, built by the old Spaniards. It is a massive 
solid construction of brickwork, on stone basements ; 
the space in the bed of the course between the 
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arches being flagged with heavy etonee. In the pre- 
sent state of the watercourse, one woukl be at h lose 
to conceive the import of such stalwai-t erections ; 
it appears like cmployicg a sledge hammer to destroy 
a gnat. But not many years ago, a more than 
usually heavy rainy season combining with the 
melting of the snows on the Cordilleras, Santis^o 
was in danger of being swept away, the bed of 
the course being above the level of some parts of 
the city. Such was the rush and fearful accumula- 
tion of water, that the arches of the bridge, though 
not less than thirty feet in height, were blocked up 
by the whurling torrent. If either wall or bridge 
had given way, nothing could have saved the devoted 
city from destruction. A traditionary saying Is 
recorded of the Indians, who prophesied tliat the 
Maypo would one day revenge all the wrongs and 
injuries they have sustained at the hands of the 
Spaniards. They have foretold that Santiago is to 
be destroyed by a flood ; and I must confess that 
when I contemplated its dead level site, shut in as 
it IS on all sides by a barrier of mountains, the sup- 
position that such might be the case did not seem to 
me to be beyond the bounds of probability. One 
could easily imagine it to have been the bed in 
ages past of an inland lake, which has been left 
dry from subsequent elevation, 

A little distance from the city there is a beautiful 
public walk called the Alameda. It is a double pro- 
menade, formed by three rows of Lombardy poplars, 
nearly two miles in length, kept scrupulously clean, 
with stone benches between the trees on either side. 
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and clear limpid streams, confined by masonry, run- 
ning at the feet of the trees. Here it is the custom 
for the ladies to enjoy the cool zephyrs of evening 
till the darkness disperses them. I have not yet 
spoken of the ladies, which, doubtless, might cause 
my devotedness to them to be questioned ; but it is 
always with a timid and unassured step that I ap- 
proach these shrines of heaven's chief workman- 
ship. When young, the senoritas are eminently 
beautiful, possessing brilliant eyes and complexions, 
and the most luxuriant tresses, with exquisite forms ; 
but these fair proportions are subject to early decay, 
and the girl seen two or three years after marriage 
would not be recognised for the fairy figure that 
fascinated all eyes previously to it. In this they 
differ from my own fair countrywomen ; and lovely 
as the former are in youth, there is yet in the 
abiding loveliness of the ladies of my own land, 
a charm I have rarely seen equalled, never surpassed* 
The education of the ladies of Chili is not attended 
to with the same zealous care as that of our English 
girls, music and dancing forming their principal 
accomplishments; but there is much suavity and 
graceful ease in their manners. They enlist them- 
selves so warmly in behalf of a stranger, and evince 
such an unaffectiil*)P6t earnest desire to please, that 
the warmest feslings of your nature are irresistibly 
enlisted in their favour. I think they surpass our 
countrywomen in their taste for dress and choice of 
material. They are happy in their selection of 
colours, which are of pleasing contrast, rich without 
being gaudy. During the gala days^ the promenade 
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and ball-room presented a lovely assemblage of ele- 
gance and beauty. I cannot speak much in favour of 
the way in which their balls were conducted (the balls 
in honour of the anniversary of their independence). 
Each ticket costs an ounce (3/. 6sJ) ; and nothing but 
ices were furnished as refreshments. The gentlemen, 
it is true, could retire to a saloon adjoining, and pro- 
cure what they pleased, by paying for it, but the 
delicate beings who stood far more in need of refresh- 
ment, were restrained by conventional forms from 
leaving the ball-room. I purchased a parcel of dulces 
and handed them indiscriminately to every lady I 
approached, the affable tone of society permitting 
them to be received in the friendly spirit with which 
they were offered; and I only regretted that I 
could not venture to introduce something more 
substantial. 

The Chilenos of both sexes, are passionately fond 
of dulces, or sweetmeats, to which some attribute the 
premature decay of the teeth, as it is rare to meet a 
person of middle age possessing a good set. In 
Santiago they are afflicted with a very unsightly 
complaint called " gota," the same disease that pre- 
vails in some parts of Switzerland, and its primary 
cause attributed to the same source — the water 
produced from the melting >|||{|^the show. The 
effect of two of the loveliest female faces I saiw ill 
Chili was destroyed by huge swellings in the necki 
resulting from this distressing malady. When in- 
cipient symptoms first betray themselves, the com- 
plaint may be subdued by skilful treatment ; but if 
allowed to obtain head, it is incurable. They have a 
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neat little theatre in Santiago ; but from not under- 
standing the language, the proceedings had very- 
little interest for me ; and I confess that, in conse- 
quence of my ignorance, the gestures of the actors 
appeared ridiculously absurd. 

Between thirty and forty miles east by north 
from Valparaiso, is a town called Quillota. It is 
situated in a rural district of considerable extent 
and great fertility. The streets are laid out in 
the usual form of squares, and, from the little 
commercial business carried on in them, they may 
be traversed at almost any hour of the day with 
scarcely a soul to be met with. Every house, with 
its attached garden, is surroimded by a high mud 
wall which imparts the gloomy impression that you 
are walking within the confines of a prison. On 
being admitted within the walls, your sensations are 
changed to admiration at the snug retirement of all 
you see; at least with those who, like me, find 
enjoyment in a country life. The houses, as usual, 
are built in a square, enclosing a court yard. In 
the country they are generally only one story, 
having comfortable verandahs covered with vines and 
flowering shrubs, which lead by separate doors to 
the various apartments. A little fountain plays 
in the court, or a beautiful spring of water is 
conducted by masonry along the verandahs. The 
garden, well stocked with fruit trees and vegetables, 
and watered by the same rill that sparkles past the 
verandahs or plays in the court, furnishes as pleasant 
a home to my taste as is to be desired. The pursuits 

followed here are strictly agricultural; wheat is 
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raised in great abundance, and I saw many exteiisirt 
■vineyards. The grapes will not dry into raisii 
but from them are manufactured large quantities o 
miserable description of wine called "cliicha," tlij 
common drink of the country peoi)le. 

Chili abounds in copper mines, and it has some c 
gold and silver. The shortness ofmystaydid not admit 
of my visiting the mines about Santiago. The copper 
mines on the coast, more to tlie northward, are the 
most profitable, as they yield more abundantly, and 
supply the richest ores. Copper ore, wheat, hides, 
tallow, boms, and timber, are the natural exports 
from Chili. Hides, tallow, and horns were scarce at 
tbe time of my visit, and commanded higb prices. 
Of the foreign commercial bouses in Valparaiso, the 
English take the first rank, the Americans next, and 
then come Germans, French, and Italians ; but un- 
questionably the greater proportion of foreign com- 
merce is conducted by the English, 

In Chili, no man's signature is valid without a 
flourish appended, although the flourish subscribed to 
a promissory note or other document without the sig- 
nature ia esteemed legally binding. In illustration 
and confirmation of this, the following anecdote was 
instanced: — A man who could not write, but who 
had amassed considerable wealth, and was in the habit 
of negotiating monetary matters to some extent, had 
a bill presented to him subscribed by a X, the party's 
usual sign-manual. Having attentively considered 
it, he denied the genuineness of the document, and_ 
declared it to be a forgery. The matter was sub- 
mitted to the tribunal ; when the president inquired. 
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how as one cross was so like another, he could 
prove the individual one in dispute before the 
court was not of his own design. The man submitted 
that it would be a great hardship to compel him to 
betray the secret that was his sole protection, but if 
the president would solemnly bind himself not to 
divulge it, he would convince him that the cross 
attached to the bill now in court was a forgery. The 
president gave the necessary assurances, and the 
man explained, that on each occasion of making his 
cross, he invariably used his thumb as a guide to 
both strokes ; and he produced many documents, and 
every cross corresponded in its diagonal strokes to the 
outline of his thumb. The holder of the forgery was 
nonsuited. 

Valparaiso enjoys a temperate and healthy clime ; 
but in the summer months it is an exceedingly dis- 
agreeable place of abode, as the strong winds then 
prevailing from the southward involve it in clouds 
of dust and showers of sand, which renders quitting 
your house not only unpleasant, but absolutely pain- 
ful. The country, though salubrious, is subject to 
periodical visits of that ravaging disease, the small- 
pox ; and there is a pit on the plaiyanche, near the 
lighthouse, where the bodies of the poorer classes are 
thrown in just as they may have died. I had the 
curiosity to examine it; and there, in a festering heap, 
lay male and female, infant and adult, old and young, 
ruthlessly hurled together ; the slimy and mouldering 
garments of the hapless wretches adding to the me- 
lancholy horrors of the revolting spectacle. T am at 
a loss to divine the wisdom of thus exposing 

T 4 



280 ROVINGS IN THE PACIFIC. 

Strangers the baleful disorders of the countrj, and 
the little respect that is shown to the dead. 

Valparaiso is liable to repeated shocks of earth- 
quakes^ and it was matter of surprise that, during 
my stay, none were experienced. It is usual for a 
shock of greater or less violence to occur every week, 
and sometimes oftener. They have created more 
alarm at what might be the consequences than 
serious damage. But Concepcion to the southward, 
and Realejo to the northward, have both been laid 
in ruins. There is consequently a want of security 
in household property, which, though by no means 
generally admitted, is, I can plainly see, sufficiently 
felt. 

The aboriginal race would appear to be extinct in 
this part of Chili, as during my peregrinations I did 
.not fall in with a single Indian. 
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The classes that should quit England. — Under weigh for 
Tahiti. — Grambier's Islands. — French Priests and their In- 
fluence. — Timoe or Crescent Island. — Osnaburg Island, 
or Matilda Rocks. — Sight Ana. — Drop Anchor in Taonoa 
Passage, Tahiti. — French Protection forced on Tahiti by 
Admiral du Petit Thouars. — Taken to the Calliboose by 
Natives. — A Dish of Sauce from a Mutineer. — Condo- 
lence from a Descendant of the House ^of Israel. — Libera- 
tion from Confinement. — The Captors tried and fined. — The 
Author of" Typee" and " Omoo." — His Memory assisted. — 
Conmiodore Wilkes. — Bound for Raiatea. — Industry of the 
Natives. — Tapoa, the King of Borabora. — Tahaa and its 
Reefs, &c. — Bound on another Pearling Voyage. — The 
Island of Ohiteroa or Rurutu. — Tedious Passage to Rapa. 
— Engage Divers with Difficulty. — Tioo. — The Queen of 
Rapa. — Her Character for Gallantry. — Religion of the 
People. — A narrow Escape. — Bass*s Rocks. — Adverse 
Winds. — Gambler's Islands again. — Conduct of French 
Priests. — Behaviour of Mareva Natives. — Leave Gambler's 
Islands. — A Comet. — Sight Lord Hood's Island. — Les four 
Facardines. — Thrum Cap Island. — At Anchor in the La- 
goon of Bow Island. — Engage Bow Islanders — Sudden 
Sickness and Death of a Native. — Visible Tokens from 
the Tupapan. — An Arrival from Amann. — Perfidy of a 
Sandwich Islander. — Fishing Excursions. — Cease Diving 
for want of Food. — A Fugitive from the Island of Faeatae. 
— Return of the Schooner. — Captain's Report. — The Jules 
de Blosville, a French Brig. — Conduct of her Captain. — 
Give up Diving. — Remarks on Pearls. — The "Doctor's" 
Saucepan. — A Calm. — Aviri, or Prince . William Henry 
Island. — A Gale. — Sight Rapa. — Go ashore in a Boat. — 
Mortality amongst the Natives. — Superstitiously accounted 
for. — Parting Benediction from Rapa. — Gale renewed. — 
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Speak the French Barque Jules Cesar. — The Gale 
tinuea,^ Again fall in with the Julea C^sar. — Isle & 
fuera. — Juan Fernandez. — Reach Valparaiso. — Arrival Ol 
a Schooner. — Dad Passage made by every Vessel co 
from the Westward, — Loss of tlie Vessel into which C 
had been transhipped at Tahiti for Sjdney. 



I WOULD recommend anj young man, "grounded in 
the rudiments," capable of using his hands, or pos- 
sessing any kind of useful knowledge, and who may 
be ashamed to work in England, or who may be 
struggling for mere existence, or the means of con- 
cealing that poverty which is blighting his soul, to 
quit it ; never mind in what capacity, or how humi- 
liating for the time. England is too crowded with 
shabby gentility for it to obtain much trust ; and 
to confess poverty is almost as good a recommen- 
dation as a written dischat^e from Bridewell. But 
on a young man's going abroad, if there is no stain 
upon his character, more sympathy is felt towards 
him by his countrymen, and the generous hand of 
assistance is much more promptly extended. 

Let him refrain from abusing any change in his 
fortune for the better, and ten chances to one but he 
succeeds in life. Too many, after finding themselves 
relieved from a life of pinching care and griping 
necessity, are apt to fall into excesses by too freely 
indulging in those pleasures which were formerly 
beyond their reach. Above all things, let him abstain 
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from the wine cup ; for if he once yield to this in- 
toxicatipg vice, — good bye to him. 

Haying experienced much kindness and liberal 
accommodation in a business point of yiew, on 
October \st we cleared from our moorings, and got 
under weigh for Tahiti. We had two French 
passengers to be dropped at Gambier's Island, and 
a French lady for Tahiti. 

November 2nd. — This afternoon we let go the 
*^ mud-hook " in the harbour of Gambier's Island. 

Gtimbier's Isles are a cluster of five or six, sur- 
rounded by a coral reef, with breaks in it ; the water 
within the reef is full of coral patches, forming in- 
numerable beds for the mother-of-pearl oyster. The 
best passage through the coral belt on entering is 
the break at the S. E. by S. extremity, and the best 
channel out again is S. S. W. by W. ; but Captain 
Beechey's chart of the group is so accurate, that any 
one possessing it needs no other instructions. The 
islands rise high and bluff directly from the water; 
there is scarcely any level land upon them adap- 
ted for agricultural ' purposes. Peard Island, the 
largest of the group, rises nearly 1300 feet high, in 
two conical peaks, which by Captain Beechey has 
been christened Mount Duff. The native name 
for this island is Mangarava, and that of the group 
collectively Marava. The natives resemble the Pau- 
mutuans, but their dialect approaches more nearly 
to that of the New Zealapders. Within the last seven 
years, three French missionaries, of the papal per- 
suasion have established thanselves upon the island ; 
and the control they have contrived to acquire over 
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the eimple inhabitants must be seen to be belie 
it is so absolute, that their very movemcnta appt 
to be guided by what the missionaries would t 
of them. They have churches erected on every 
island ; and that on Peard Island would not disgrace 
any civiliBed country. It is built of stone; the roof 
supported by two rows of massive stone pillars, nine 
in each row, forming an aiele on either side ; the 
ceihng in the centre of the building being dome- 
shaped, arching over from the pillars. The floor ia 
neatly flagged; and where the altar is erected, it ia 
elevated two stepa, and formed of teasellated black 
and white stone, A neatly carved balustrade sepa- 
rates the chancel from the main body of the building, 
and a cnteifix, " as large as life," surmounts the altar. 
So much Bcenic display, and the mysterious cere- 
moniea used in the Romiah Church, are well calcu- 
lated to dazzle the senses, and instil awe into the 
minds of the ignorant heathen, aa in their own 
practices they invariably used emblems to appeal to 
the senses ; and, short as is the time that it has taken 
to effect it, and few the labourers, the natives are 
completely enslaved body and soul. The wonders 
that have arisen before their eyes, through the 
instrumentality of these priests, have inspired them 
with fear as much as any other emotion ; they are 
full of amazement at their resources and their 
power ; and their displeasure is dreaded in proportion 
to the extent that this feeling can be excited. What 
filled me with the greatest astonishment was, that 
the priests have actually established a nunnery, 
in which they have contrived to immerse, at thia 
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present writing, ninety native women. The build- 
ing is on a bare shoulder of Mount Duff, so that 
no one can approach or leave it without the priest's 
knowledge. The women on the island are in- 
structed to conceal themselves on the approach of 
a man, and during my rambles every woman that I 
saw at a distance made her escape to some place of 
retirement on my meeting her observation. With 
the exception of two withered old women I had no 
opportunity of judging of the features of any of the 
females on the islands. I only saw two of the 
"Fathers," — jolly, portly built fellows, with such 
rotundity of paunch that one is irresistibly led to 
the conclusion, that such could only be obtained by 
the fasting, vigils, and denying penances of Robin 
Hood's friar. I wonder if their visits to the nun- 
nery are frequent ; it strikes me that the Harem of 
the Grand Turk is more excusable than such a system 
of Church government. 

Pumpkins, plantains, cocoa-nuts, and other fruit 
and vegetables, with fish, form the chief diet of the 
natives. I saw no quadrupeds but a dog and a few 
sheep belonging to a Frenchman. The natives are 
expert divers, and many cargoes of pearl shell have 
been collected from this group ; but any attempt to 
procure a cargo now, by their assistance, would be 
almost certain to leave a loss. 

Between twenty and thirty miles east from the 
southern belt of coral of Gambler's Islands, a low 
sandy isle just shows itself above the water. We 
ran past it, and congratulated ourselves that we did 
not make it at nightfall. By us it has been called 
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Crescent leland, by the natives Timoe j -and 
scarcely discernible aix miles off. There are no 
cocoa-nut trees on it ; and though marked on the charts 
as being inhabited, it has long ceased to be so, the 
inhabitantSj from its extreme unhealthinesa and scar- 
city of food. Laving migrated to Gambier'a Islands. 

Nov. Zrd. — Having landed the two Frenchmen 
with their goods this afternoon, we again shaped our 
course to Tahiti. 

Noil. 5th. — At eight o'clock a. m. made Osnaburg's 
Island, called also the Matilda Rocka. It is of con- 
siderable length, very low, and at the east end, judging 
from the surf, a sunken reef runa out to some extent. 
TVe ran past it at four or five miles distance ; and the 
only vegetation distinguishable were clumps of the 
fara or pandanua. It exhibited no tokens of being 
inhabited; and the Chain Islanders informed me that, 
like most of tlie Paumutu Islands, it had a lagoon, 
which was large, but so full of sharks, that they 
had never ventured to dive there. It is laid down 
in latitude' 22° S., and longitude 138° 37' W,; our 
chronometer put it ten miles further to the west- 
ward at noon. We likewise discovered that its 
correct latitude is 21° 50' S. 

Nov. Sth. — At daylight we were about seven milea 
distant from Ana. The land bearing nearly west 
from us, we ran in as close as we dared, and hove to 
for a couple of hours, to see if any canoes would come 
off to ua ; but such a tremendous surf was breaking on 
the reef, that we supposed It was impracticable. We 
could see the natives walking along the beaeh, and 
two or three new houses theye bav erected for the 
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accommodation of traders, which were greatly needed; 
as, when I first landed there, my brains almost boiled 
in my skull for want of shelter, and the refracted heat 
from the white sands peeled my nose like an onion. 
Not seeing any canoes, and the wind being strong 
from the south-east, at eight o'clock a.m. we packed 
all sail upon the vessel, and on the afternoon of the 
9th of November dropped anchor in Taonoa Passage, 
Tahiti ; and somewhat to our astonishment, received 
the intelligence that Admiral du Petit Thenars 
had, during our absence, visited the island in the 
Heine Blanche, and, by the terror of his guns, 
forced Queen Pomare to accept the protection of the 
French government. He had left on shore two 
officers from his vessel, who, with the French consul, 
now formed the provisional government of the country. 
There was great talk of what the French were going 
to do; but being busied with my own pursuits, I paid 
little attention to idle speculations, till they were 
forced upon my notice in the following unpleasant 
manner. Two or three evenings subsequently to 
our return, in taking a stroll in the cool shady 
walk at the back of the settlement, I stopped 
at an open native house to light a cigar. Sud- 
denly the house was surrounded by men, and two 
or three of them entered and commenced jostling 
me. Not dreaming that any violence was intended, 
I merely pushed the intruders good-humouredly from 
me, and finished kindling my cigar. ^^ Hare ute^ 
hare ute I " (Go away, go away I), said the leader of the 
mob ; " Eiaha e ru 1 " (Don't be in a hurry I), I replied, 
as I stepped into the moonlight: but now they began 
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hanJliag me in a way that excited my suBpicions, and 
I indignantly sliook myself free from their imperti- 
nences. In a moment I was prostrate : some of the 
younger of the party had precipitated themselves to 
the ground and jerked ine by the ancles, which had 
caused me to stumhle backwards across their bodies ; 
and before I could recover myself, I was elevated on 
the shoulders of ten or a dozen of them, who clutched 
my body wherever they could find hand-room. I 
was BO aurpriaed that, for a time, I remained speech- 
less, incapable of either remonstrance or resistance. 
Presently, a sense of my situation came over me, 
and I made so desperate a struggle to release myself, 
that we all went rolling in the dust together. But 
it would have been better had I remalued quiet, for 
I was on their sboulilcra again in an instant, and this 
time they clutched my flesh as well as clothes. 

" Put me down, you foola ; put me down," s^d I ; 
"you don't know what you're doing, foola that you 
arel" 

" Mama fa rue " (a cant phrase, tantamount to 
"Fools, with a hook") was the only rejoinder, and 
they persisted in carrying me further inland. In 
this way I was conveyed for about three quarters of 
a mile, when, to my horror, I discovered that they 
were taking mc to a calliboose, where a party of 
mutineers were confined. Again I struggled to 
free myself, and once more we were rolling in the 
dust. But without troubling themselves to raise me 
a thii-d time, they caught me by the heels, and dragged 
me along the ground until they had forced my ancles 
into a massive pair of wooden stocks, in which six or 
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seven of the worst of the mutineers were also con- 
fined. My passion at this outrageous indignity was 
so great, that my tongue refused its office, and with 
my throat, became parched as if by fire. The 
mutineers appeared mightily tickled at my position, 
and indulged in exceedingly gross and insulting re- 
marks, — one of them excepted, who, feeling for my 
situation, kindly doubled his mattress under my back> 
which brought my head to a level with my heels. 
But there was another of them who had contrived to 
liberate himself when the stocks were raised for the 
reception of my legs ; and this fellow, apparently the 
ringleader and spokesman for the others, commenced 
an oration, addressing me in the most offensive style, 
instituting comparisons, rejoicing that one of the 
" swells" had got a taste of the stocks, and offering 
me a highly spiced dish of ironical sympathy : this 
loosened my tongue. 

*^You cowardly ruffian I Can't you confine your 
remarks to those of your own station, without taking 
advantage of the ignorant folly of these natives to 
insult a man who never offered you any injury, but 
whom a caprice of fortune has thrown into this 
degraded position — a position doubtless well merited 
by you ? If I but had my limbs as free as you have 
got your tongue, I'd play such a peal about your 
ears as should teach you for the future to confine it 
to its proper sphere." 

Uttering a volley of oaths, the dastardly dog 
hereupon drew his sheath knife, and threw himself 
upon me, helpless as I lay ; and such was the mad- 
dened state of excitement I was in, that, regardless 
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of all consequences, I turned to grasp him ; and it 
waa well that Lis companions interfered, for if I had 
caught him, I should have inflicted upon him sum- 
mary justice. The natives outside, hearing the scuf- 
fle, made their appearance, and quickly disposed of 
this apccimen of the bowie-knife genua, by making 
his head take the place of his heels, and again re- 
ducing the latter to the loving embrace of the heavy 
timber ; but whilst he was undergoing the operation, 
four of them held me like a vice in my position. 
Order restored, and the peace-makers having retired, 
the same kind fellow who had given me up his mat- 
tress voluntereed to liberate me from my 'confinement ; 
but this service I could not accept at his hands, for 
infamous as the treatment was to which I waa 
subjected] I could not render myself the accomplice 
of a mutineer. The impotcncy of my wrath was 
devouring me, when the sound of horse's feet waa 
heard, and the grinning face of one of the tribe of 
Issachar presented itself at the prison door. In 
gratitude for the prompt aid he afforded me, let me 
delineate the portrait of this unique sample of his 
race. He was a petty atore-keeper, and impressed 
to admiration with notions of his own importance, 
endeavoured by the aid of highly polished boots, 
tightly strapped trowsers, a close fitting cloth coat, 
and an almost throttled neck, to inspire othera 
with similar views. This classic face, innocent of 
whisker, was not exactly in true Grecian keeping, as 
the hand of the modeller had passed heavily over 
the lower extremity, and had given a twist to his 
jaws which imparted to the facial angle an appear- 
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ancej not badly illustrated by a lay down O formed 
in a tyro's copy-book. He admitted that he had a 
peculiar nose, which, with his pursed up mouth, 
vacant eye, and heavy brow, gave him, when his 
features were in repose, an expression like that of a 
meditative sick monkey. 

*^My eye!" chuckled this sapient son of the 
descendants of Israel, as if it was the finest piece of 
fun imaginable, "Is that you?" 

" You grinning idiot, have you lost your sight ? 
Can you do nothing else but stand there and grin?" 
enquired I. **Are you aware that you yourself 
are liable to be thrust into this disgraceful position ? 
Why don't you go and raise the neighbourhood, 
stating the way in which the British residents are 
being treated, instead of showing your teeth there 
like a buck rat?" Somewhat startled at this ener- 
getic appeal, the alarmed Israelite ducked his head^ 
hastily remounted his horse, and made the best of his 
way to his own quarters. 

. Judging by the tones of my voice that all was not 
right, the natives began to be alarmed for the con- 
sequences of their proceedings, and despatched a 
messenger to the French consul to know if they 
would be supported in what they had done. It was 
by the . intrigues of this very consul, and under a 
plea of far less consequence than the gross outrage 
inflicted upon me, that Du Petit Thenars caused 
Pomare to sign away the independence of her king- 
dom. The consul's trepidation may therefore be con- 
ceived when the intelligence of my arrest was con- 
veyed to him. Two of the chiefs were immediately 
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eent to liberate me ; but I refused to move until I 
knew for what reason I had bceu bo ahaniefully 
handled, and until the parties who had maltreated 
me were placed in my situation. 

" To-morrow I to-morrow I go to bed now : the 
men have been foola ; we are very sorry, but they 
shall all be tried ; " and raising mc from my flea- 
tenanted couch, the two chiefs accompanied me to 
my residence. Five days elapsed before the men 
were brought to trial: and then thirteen who had 
been implicated in the assault were tried before a 
native tribunal, the members of the provisional 
government being also present. The only defence 
set up was, that as I was out after eight o'clock 
they thought they had a right to capture mc, although 
I W.1S well known to the whole of them. The 
judges, after mature deliberation, found the men 
guilty of a wanton assault, and fined them in the 
penal sum of twenty dollars. Twenty doUai-s ! I 
demanded leave to address the court, and then told it, 
that if twenty dollara was all the punishment to be 
inflicted, I would freely pay double the sum to 
cause each individual to undergo the same corporal 
punishment I had experienced; for my body was 
bruised from my feet to my neck, and a suit of 
clothes had been torn to ribbons. 

" Don't be in a hurry I don't be in a hurry ! let 
U3 look more carefully and see what the law says." 
The second examination proved more satisfactory, 
and each individual was fined twenty dollars; one 
half the sura to go to the government, and the other 
half to me. I expressed my willingness to be con- 
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tent with this verdict, provided the sentence was 
enforced. The judges undertook that it should be ; 
and in order that it might not be supposed I was 
governed by mercenary motives, I requested that my 
share of the fines should be handed to the missionary 
resident, that the same might be applied in repairing 
the native church, which had fallen into a dilapidated 
condition. 

Since the above entry was made in my journal, 
two works have appeared, " Typee " and " Omoo," 
purporting to have been written by Herman Melville. 
By his own showing Herman Melville has been a most 
reckless loafer, caring not a pin what enterprises were 
ruined so long as he could indulge the gratification 
of his own propensities. Gratitude for his escape, and 
horror at the reminiscences of the hardships to which 
he had been exposed, impel him to acknowledge the 
kind manner he was received on board the Julia, 
where he met with every attention. His sketches are 
amusing, and skilfully drawn, but bear as much rela- 
tion to truth as a farthing does in value to a sovereign. 
It is as if the said Herman Melville had burnished and 
gilded the farthing, and then circulated it as the gold 
coin. With those unable to detect the difference, it 
would of course pass current. Herman Melville — I 
love to repeat his name — working upon detached 
images profusely scattered throughout Polynesia, 
has drawn largely upon a fertile imagination in 
grouping them, and thrown together an exceed- 
ingly spirited narrative ; but regardless of all truth, 
gratitude, or manliness, has grossly scandalized by 
name some worthy men Hving at Tahiti, who very 

U 3 



294 ROVIKGS IN THE PACIFIC. 

probably have done more goodj gratuitously, to their 
feilowB since tlieir residence tbere, thnn Herman 
Melville has done during his whole existence. I 
allude more particularly to Dr. Johnstone, who has 
been most grievously miarepreaented, and consider- 
ably to his injury. But as Herman Melville haa 
been so free in giving publicity to certain names, it 
ia a pity he did not extend his candour, — perhaps his 
memory failed him, as he " kept no notes." How- 
ever, I will try and jog it for him. After the first 
desertion with which he pleases to acquaint the pub- 
lic, and his subsequent escape from the horrors of a 
residence in a narrow ravine, shut In by boulders and 
inaccessible cliffs, his companions naked savages, 
hideously tattooed, and ferocious as demons, unable 
to speak their language, trembling for his life, and 
without food adapted to his European origin, — I say, 
after his escape from this wretched state of existence, 
in his first deep-felt emotion at the mercy that had 
been vouchsafed to him, he acknowledges the debt 
and expresses his gratitude ; but how does he ulti- 
mately repay it? \Vliy, according to his own 
account, he is incapable of all bodily exertion ; and 
he knows no other way of repaying the obligation 
he has incurred but by being the instigator of a 
mutiny, that he, and others like him, may be sent 
aahore at Tahiti, where they could loaf and sponge 
at will, till the chance offered of their ruining 
some other voyage, if peradventure any one coiJd 
be found to receive such worthies on board his 
vessel. It was the Sydney whaling barque Lucy 
Ann, Captain Ventom, that had the honour of 
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bringiiig Typee-Omoo Herman Melville to Tahiti ; 
and in the month of June 1848^ this said barque 
Lucy Ann was lying at Anatam^ one of the New 
Hebrides^ taking in sandal wood. So much for the 
way in which the cook used to pick her to pieces for 
firewood. Herman Melville, undoubtedly the ring- 
leader of the mutineers, was lying in the calliboose 
when I was dragged there ; and from the un- 
English way in which the ruffian who assaulted 
me handled his knife, I have the strongest suspicion 
that it was Herman Melville who threw himself 
upon a bound defenceless man; and I only regret 
that, amongst his other reminiscences, he omitted to 
take notice of this. That he was in the calliboose at 
the time, there is not a question ; and that the man 
was a Yankee who threw himself upon me I will 
swear, not only from the peculiar intonation of his 
voice, his pale unwhiskered face, and the thatch-like 
way in which his hair fell on either side of it, but 
from the glib-like nature of his tongue — a qualifica- 
tion by no means uncommon with ordinary American 
seamen, which may be accounted for from the fact, 
that many of them are grown men before they think 
of gratifying a roving fancy, and are much more 
devoted to loafing and reading, than attending to 
their duties. 

I had the curiosity to search Dr. Johnstone's 
medical diary : the names of all the mutineers were 
enrolled there, and amongst them stands Herman 
Melville's. The whole of the doctor's charges for 
medicine and medical attendance amounts to but a 

few dollars ; and the only item charged against Her- 
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man Melville is a bottle of embrocation, as the man 
cotnptaiued of pains io bis limbs : but the doctor 
believing biQi to be an imiwstor, wbich by tbe way 
I think he has clearly shown himself to have been, 
paid no further heed to liia complaints. Hia pains, 
I expect, might be traced to the same source as the 
valley which he describes in Moorea, and which has 
existence only in tbe regions of his imagination. 

Herman Melville possesses a felicitous pen, with a 
humorous knack of hitting off little peculiarities of 
character; and if he had confined himself to these, 
without publishing namesj or making gi-oss aspersions 
upon worthy men, hia works might have gone down 
the stream with other harmless and amusing produc- 
tions ; but he has passed base coin for sterling, and 
for BO doing, deserves exposure and contempt.* 



• When in Hong Kong (see Chapter XXI.), I aaw by the 
Reviews that another work, yclept " Mardi," purporting aho to 
be written by Typee-Omoo Herman Melville, had been intro- 
duced to tbe world. It haa not been my chanee to peruse the 
whole ; but, from what I bate seen, it would appear the opening 
part might have come from tbe "ready pen" to which common 
rumour baa ascribed it, but that the fustian rant of tbe great 
bulk would indicate other paternity. From the siinUea and 
compariaona introduced in " Typee" and "Omoo" having refe- 
rence principally to English prototypes, and from the warm 
partizanahip displayed in defence of Lord George Paulet's pro- 
ceedings at the Sandwich Islands, I am irresistibly led to infer 
that the said "Typee" and "Omoo" were not a little indebted 
to a more skilled and practised hand than Herman Melville's. 
True to himself, however, in one reapect, Herman Melville does 
not hesitate to let us know that he agwn practises the unmanly 
trick of desertion from the very next vessel he enters on board 
of. Is it likely then, that a man so unscrupulous would have 
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Another American writer against whom there Is 
just cause of complaint, for the unworthy use he 
makes of his pen, is Commodore Charles Wilkes, 
the compiler of the ** Narrative of the United States 
Exploring Expedition." After a preliminary coy 
coquetting with his subject, to impress upon the 
world the momentous nature of his undertaking, he 
carries on his labours with a reconciled air, and pro- 
ceeds, in rather an Inflated and egotistical »tyle, to 
discuss scientific questions and theories, all of which 
I have read in other works ; but dealt with In a fttyle 
so vigorous and masterly, and supported by such 
masses of observation, that one is led shrewdly 
to suspect that Commodore Wilkes Is as much 
indebted to his library as to his travels for the result 
of the reflections he has committed to paper. 

The Impression which a perusal of Commodore 
Wilkes's work has made upon me Is, that he Is a 
*^ universal knowledge " man, possessing acquaint* 
ance with a little of every thing in general, and 
nothing in particular ; and that he has allowed his 
vanity to betray him into Interfering with the 
labours of every department, to the prejudice of the 
expedition. 

I have heard practical nautical men quiz his 

antarctic cruise ; others wonder at his digression to 

any compunctious visitings of conscience at dressing himself, 
like the daw in the fable, with borrowed plumes. As the 
bastard in "King John*' would not believe that "Old Sir 
Robert" could beget him, neither will I believe that "Typee" 
and "Omoo ** and "Mardi" are emanations from the same pen. 

" Compare their faces and be judge yourself." 
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ungenerous napersionB brought under hia notic* 
Wbetlier lie will comlcBcend to reply to them I ki 
not ; but, aa I Jiave been personally acquainted \ 
him for many years, I take this opportunity of pub- 
licly proclaiming them to be groundleea, and at the 
eome time expressing the opinion that your work has 
been as much indebted, without acknowledgment, 
to other writers, as you were to Mr. Wilson for 
Lis assistance and personal experience, when you 
were about to engage in the survey of the Fecjee 
Islands. 

Nooember 2dth. — The rainy season has set in early ; 
we have scarcely had a dry day lince our return. To- 
day we cleared the weetern passage from Papeeti, 
bound for Kalatea. 

December Isi. — Only just off the north end of 
the island of Huaheine. As the wind was against us, 
and it was growing dusk, wc ran into its harbour, 
which is situated on the north-west side, 

Huaheine consints of two islands, connected by a 
coral reef, through which there is a passage foi boats. 
It resembles Tahiti in all its features, but is not bo 
extensive. An encircling ring of coral givos birth 
to the placid basins between it and the main. The 
missionary station is in the bay we entered ; and 
I the cheerful faces, and the content and happiness 
( apparent in the pretty settlement, do credit to the 
i labours of the mild and good old missionary resident. 
It is a busy little community, and all around be- 
tokened the general industry of the natives. Several 
were engaged in ship-building, unaided by Europeans; 
and I saw them forging their own bolts and iron- 
work for their vessels with as much facility aa 
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regular artisans. There are several schooners, from 
eighteen to twenty-five tons burthen, built entirely 
by natives, and as many as seven or eight were on 
the stocks, in various stages towards completion. 
The entrance through the reef to the harbour is 
narrow. There is a sunken rock at the larboard 
side of the passage as you enter ; a vessel of light 
draught might pass over, but a ship of ordinary 
burthen would strike upon it. The natives appear 
more free and joyous than those of Tahiti; and, 
when the sun went down, it was delightful to hear 
them singing their native chants beneath the shade 
of the trees upon the beach. Many of them have 
beautiful voices, particularly the females; and the 
language is soft and adapted to melody. In their 
moral character they do not differ from the Tahitians ; 
they are thoughtless, and apparently happy beings, 
living only for the hour. Religious feelings they 
have none ; but their natural goodness of disposition 
makes them desirous to conceal from the eyes of 
their old pastor any thing that may give him 
offence. He is no gloomy ascetic, endeavouring to 
sour the lives of those whose morals he is unable to 
improve; but if one may judge from the mild and 
steady way in which he perseveres in the effort to do 
good, he is more likely to succeed by his example 
than those who would crush the body to save the 
soul, or those who denounce sin from the pulpit, but 
enjoy its pleasures in the closet. He is one of the 
very few amongst the missionaries whose private 
character is unimpeached by native or European ; 
but, poor man, he has many obstacles in his way to 
prevent the inculcation of sound moral principles. 
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December 2nd we purchaaed our anchor, and 1 
the evening again let it go in twenty-two fathomS] 
water, in the north-east harbour of Ralatea, Thi 
island, with another called Tahaa, ia encircled by OM 
coral reef, extending a conaiderahle way from then 
land. There are several safe entrances through it. 
That which we took was about a quarter of a mile 
wide, and the shoaleet soundings seven fathoms. The 
anchorage is good, but deep; the least depth of 
water in eligible places being eighteen fathoms. 
We were nearly getting ashore as we approached the 
breakers : the wind suddenly died away, and left ua 
at the mercy of the current, which it was feared 
would sweep ua into them before we could get 
assistance. We fired signal guns, and a native pilot, 
with a well manned boat, came to our aid in the 
very nick of time, and towed us to our station. 

Raiatea is ruggedly mountainous, and the lowland 
at the base of the mountains is wet and awampy. 
The labours of the missionaiies have not been so 
successful here as at Huaheine, the comforts and 
cleanliness of life being far less attended to ; though 
the natives do not lack industry and enterprise, as is 
evinced by their ship-building, and by the quantities 
of cocoa-nut oil and arrow-root which they manu- 
facture. 

December 3rd. — jWeighed anchor and ran along 
inside the reef, coasting tlie shove, till we ag^n 
dro)>ped it on the north-west aide of the island, oppo- 
site a passage called Huaru, known more generally 
as Captain Hunter's Passage, from a person of that 
name having resided there for many years. He was 
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a shipwright by trade> and has built two or three 
small vessels since his residence there; and from 
him, principally, have the natives acquired their 
knowledge of ship-building. He is a singularly bold 
and enterprising man, and vyell maintdns the energy 
of the British character. Having discharged into 
a vessel bound for Sydney, we returned to our pre- 
vious anchorage, where I commenced a brisk trade 
with the natives for cocoa-nut oil, lime juice, &c &c. 
The market exhausted, we bore away for the island 
of Borabora, running within the reef and coasting 
Tahaa, which is indented with many beautiful little 
bays, spotted with islets. We left Tahaa by a pas- 
sage through the reef on the west-south-west side, a 
passage by no means to be admired, although I have 
seen worse. 

December 14^A. — Kounding the southern extremity 
of Borabora, we beat our way through a passage 
nearly half a mile wide, and cast anchor within a 
cable's length of the shore, on the west by south side 
of the island. To the northward of Borabora is a 
small island called Tubai, and to the westward, 
a little northerly, another small island, by the natives 
called Maupiti. Tapoa, the king of Borabora, is the 
most civilised native I have seen. His house is fur- 
nished in the European style, superior to any native 
house amongst the Georgian or Society Isles, and 
his table is served and attended just like that of 
an English family. He is intelligent and hospitable, 
and transacts a good deal of commission business 
between Europeans and his people. Articles of 
European manufacture are left with him (prints and 
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calicoes chiefly ), wliich he exchanges for cocoa-nut oil, 
arrow-rootj &c. He receives a certain per-centage 
on the amount of goods he disposes of> and also a 
commission on the quantity of oil, &c. he collects and 
stores. Other chiefs also act as agents ; but none 
bear the same high reputation for strict integrity and 
exactness as Tapoa. During my stay on the island 
I resided at his house, and received excellent accom- 
modation. " Like master, like man," the Boraborean 
natives are looked upon as the manliest of the group ; 
and their island is, certainly, the most singularly 
formed. It ia bold and mountainous, and a conical 
stone bluff shoots up perpendicularly from its centre, 
attaining the altitude of fourteen or fifteen hundred 
feet. For several hundred feet this bluff ia like a 
scarped wall overgrown with a species of lichen ; and 
after heavy rains it has a most romantic effect, 
from the number of rills gushing out of crevices, 
and glancing like streams of silver till lost in mist. 
There are several small islets enclosed within the 
boundary reef investing Borabora, fertile in cocoa- 
nut trees ; and whether from the better spirit of the 
people, or more judicious government, this "small 
island has yielded more commercial produce than any 
of the Leeward group. 

December IGlk. — I had the honour of entertaining 
the king and royal family on board to dinner ; and 
when his majesty and suite had retired, we got 
under weigh and cleared the passage. We passed 
to the northward of Borabora, and coasted the 
north and north-east side of Taliaa. The Tahaa reef 
runs out to a considerable extent ; and It would be 
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advisable for a person uDacquainted with the islands 
not to approach too close in hazy weather, or his 
first intimation of danger might be received on his 
finding himself hard and fast Groves of cocoa-nut 
and other trees in detached patches on the reef, 
lend variety to the scenery of Tahaa ; and it had, for 
me, quite a romantic charm. From what cause I 
know not, but the island is very sparsely inhabited. 

December \Qth. — Again dropped anchor in the 
harbour of Huaheine ; bartered for cocoa-nut oil, 
lime juice, and other island produce, till the supplies 
were exhausted ; and, on December 2l8t, cleared out 
and stood for Tahiti. 

December 2Srd, — Entered the western passage, 
and dropped anchor within a cable's length from the 
shore. Finding a vessel bound for Sydney, we 
freighted on board her the cargo I had collected; 
then, taking in ballast and provisions, on January 
5th, 1843, we stood out to sea, bound for the 
island of Bapa. I had determined on proceeding 
on another pearling voyage, and the natives of 
this island had been strongly recommended to me 
as the best divers I could procure. They spoke the 
same language as the Tahitians ; and, as shame for 
my folly in suffering myself to be so grossly duped 
by my valiant interpreter induced me to give him 
the 1000 dollars stipulated for, rather than quibble 
and prove the impracticability of his fulfilling his 
contract (which he failed in doing), I was now bent 
on making what amends I could ; for, of a verity, 
the interpreter was of very little service to me : but, 
happily or unhappily, I do not possess the tempera- 
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ment to bind a man down to the letter of tbe law, if 
I fancy he has tried to do his beat. 

January ^th. — At half-past ten p.m. we sighted 
land. Ab this was an unexpected vision, we stood off 
and on till morning. It proved to be the island called 
on the chart Ohiteroa. It is laid down thirty miles 
too far to the eastward. We made its position latitude 
22' 29' a, and longitude 151° 22' W. It is rather 
high bluff land, and has bold water close to. The 
chief settlement is on the cast by north aide. The in- 
habitants are quiet gentle people, and use the Tahi- 
tian dialect ; they call the island Rurutu. It has 
no harbour, and no encircling reef. I went on shore 
and staid a few hours trading for refreshments, and 
then continued our course. 

February 5th. — Sighted Hapa, having been ex- 
actly a calendar uionth beating a passage, which, 
with a fair wind, is not more than an ordinary six 
day's run. We were led to expect that the winds 
would prevail from the south-east, but, unfortunately, 
after we had beaten our way to the southward, and 
were several degrees higher than Rapa, the wind 
came from the northward, and we could not gain 
in our approach to the island. On reference to the 
log, it appears that, as we altered the bearings of the 
island, so did the wind shift, and blow exactly from 
the point we wanted to make. All judgment was 
baffled by the extraordinary perversity of the winda, 
as, try what tack we would, so would they he sure 
to meet us ; the weather, moreover, was squally and 
wet in the extreme, which, I am told, is regular Rapa 
weather. I despaired of our making the island at nil ; 
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once or twice I felt disposed to relinquish the attempt. 
At length, by close beating and short tacks, we 
managed to get to the eastward ; and a slant coming 
from the southward, we clapped on all sail, and at 
five A. M. of this date the island was discernible. At 
ten A. M. we lowered the boat, and pulled in to ex- 
amine the harbour. The entrance to it is through a 
coral reef, exactly on the south-east side of the island. 
The passage is narrow, winding, and intricate. But 
having threaded its intricacies, you suddenly find your- 
self floating in a land-locked basin, enclosed with shelv- 
ing hills. There is not a hundred square yards of level 
land on the island ; and such level patches as do exist 
are swampy bottoms, probably from the unceasing 
drainings of the acclivitous hills. This swampy soil 
is favourable to the growth of tarro, which con- 
sequently is the . chief vegetable production of the 
place. A cocoa-nut tree will not grow here, nor do I 
believe it flourishes without the tropics. The day was 
Sunday, and the natives would not enter into any con- 
versation about business ; but, strange to say, though 
they were rigidly strict in abstaining from labour and 
barter on this day, they made not the slightest scruple 
to enter Into certain negoclatlons about their wives 
and daughters. As I foresaw some delay in engaging 
men and obtaining food, I had the vessel brought 
In — a course which I would not recommend any one 
in a hurry to follow. You must have a fair wind to 
take you out again ; and as the winds for the greater 
part of the year prevail from the east, you run the risk 
of being detained a prisoner for weeks at a stretch. 
No sooner were we at anchor, than just as my mind 
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foreboded, the winds came strong from tlie soutb- 
east ; and it was ten days before we bad a cbance of 
getting out again. The natives speak the Tahltian 
dialect, but have also one of their own. After much 
cross purpose, lying, and debate, on the part of the 
chiefs, they at length gave their consent fur my 
taking away a number of men as divers. Most on 
the island were desirous to go, being miserably off 
for clothing and articles of European manufacture, 
but the chiefs instigated them to enter into no en- 
gagement unless I would give very csorbitant pay. 
The winds not allowing me to leave the harbour, I 
was in no hurry to drive the bargain ; but the dread of 
their chiefs prevailed, and I was ultimately compelled 
to give the monthly payment tliey demanded or go 
without them. I laid in a large stock of tioo for them, 
made from the tarro. The tarro is first washed and 
Bcraped free from all fibres of the outer coating ; and 
it is laid up in pits lined with leaves and grass, and well 
covered over with atones. In this manner it becomes 
consolidated into a paste-Uke mass, and will keep for 
a year or two. It has to me a sour and very un- 
pleasant flavour, being something like that of turned 
cream cheese ; and its emell is like that of a strong 
cheese. The natives are passionately fond of it, and 
will eat three or four pounds weight of it at a meal if 
they can get it. They say it makes them dive well, 
particularly if they eat plenty of it, which is certainly 
not to be wondered at ; but they say the bread- 
fruit tioo gives them the shivers, and seta them 
shaking all over. 

A queen presides over the destinies of Kapa. She 
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is a widow ; and the talk was, that as soon as our 
vessel had taken its departure a meeting of the chiefs 
would be convened to debate the propriety of 
deposing her from her high rank, for her gallantries 
with her subjects. By native law, the subject parti- 
cipating in her unlawful pleasures is considered 
guilty of high treason, and death is the punishment ; 
but, in order to procure condemnation, a chief 
must be a witness to the fact ; and though the crime 
may have been committed fifty times, and have been 
witnessed by fifty different persons, still, if no one 
of the eye-witnesses ranks as chief, the culpable 
party cannot be condemned. Her majesty is an 
elderly and not good-looking personage, and her last 
criminal act was shared with a stout stripling almost 
young enough to be her grandson. They have 
missionary teachers, natives of Tahiti, amongst them. 
The observance of the Sabbath is enforced by the 
chiefs, although, like all other natives I have seen, 
their religion is merely the service of the lip. The 
common people are restrained from doing their will 
by fear of their chiefs ; the latter never allow their 
religion to stand in the way of their personal interests. 

February \Zth. — It being a dead calm, we tried 
to tow out of the harbour ; but though we had four 
boats engaged, with full complements of men, just 
as we were in the most intricate part of the passage 
a light breeze sprang up in our teeth, baffling our 
endeavours, and compelling us to return to our 
anchorage. 

February \^th. — Another dead calm ; and at day- 
light we had our anchor up, and the boats again 
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towing ua. From the IcDgtb and intricacy of tlie 
passage, our natives got worn out with fatigue 
before we had secured a proper offing ; and aa the 
Tessel's crew was not Bufficient in number to man a 
boat, we had the eatisfa-ction of witneaaing the vessel 
helpleaaly drift towards a pile of perpendicular 
rocks. Nearer and nearer slie approached. Every 
Boul in the vessel but the man at the wheel left 
her to double bank the oars ; but vain were our 
exertions, we were within twice her length of the 
dark frowning mass above us. No human aid could 
save us. In the moment of despair the captain 
uttered a joyous about : a light breeze aloft filled the 
royalj and gave us headway of about half a knot. 
Towards evening a. gentle breeze placed us out of 
danger. It is impossible to tow out of the liarbour 
when there is any wind against you ; and when there 
is no wind at all, the danger of drifting ashore is so 
great that I would never think of risking the expe- 
riment again. 

February \Gth. — Early this morning we were 
close to Kaas'a Roeka, or the Four Crowns, On being 
close to them you see but three distinct rocks, but 
when they bore south-south-west of us, and distant 
about nine miles, they aaaumed the appearance of four 
isolated rocky points, which may have obtained foe 
them the latter name. They lie forty miles east by 
north from Rapa, and are diacemible from the 
mountaina in a clear day. They are called by the 
natives Maretiri. 

March 2nd. — From the time of our leaving Rapa 
till this day we have had nothing but a succession 
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of calms and light winds from northward easterly. 
The assurances from those who had long sailed in 
these seas were positive that we should find the 
winds strong from the south-east ; but saving the ten 
days we were tantalised by them during our stay in 
the harbour of Bapa^ we have had no winds with 
southing in them since quitting Tahiti. This makes 
the fifteenth day that we have been humbugging to 
Gambier's Islands. We sighted them on February 
28th ; but, with our usual luck, the wind was directly 
from them, and we had a tedious beating match to 
gain an offing to the eastward, that on the other 
tack we might lay into the passage. At nine a.m. 
we crossed the reef, and at one P. m. dropped anchor a 
cable or two's length from Elson's Island, known to 
the natives as Akema. This is a well sheltered posi- 
tion for a vessel intending making a long stay, being 
protected from the north-west winds which blow at 
times with fearful violence, and you may anchor in 
eight or nine fathoms water. My original intention 
on leaving Tahiti was to have gone with my divers to 
an island called by us Lord Hood's Island, by the 
natives Maretea : here, I intended to have landed 
with my men and food, and to have sent the ship for 
shelter to Gambier's Islands, as there is no harbour 
or anchorage at Maretea, but the time lost from the 
adverse winds we encountered, with the assurances 
of the divers, that it would be expense thrown away 
in stopping at Maretea, the shell at that island 
being thin and brittle, and the difficulty of getting it 
off to the ship after it had been collected very great, 

induced me to alter my intention. I was furnished 
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with credentials to the Freacli priests living ■ 
Gambler's ItslantlB ; and though I had my doubtfl 
still I conceived it possible to procure a cargo thersJ] 
I was met with friendliness by the " Holy Father" to 
whom I presented myself; and far from opposing any 
obstacle to my employing my divers, he advised me 
where to locate the men, and wished me a prosperous 
voyage. Unfortunately, as I was about to land them 
in the evening, agreeably to the instructions of the 
superior, another priest came running down at the 
head of a disorderly mob, waving a stick in Ids liand, 
ordering my people not to land, but to go back to 
the sliip. A war of words ensued ; and noticing from 
the vessel that a disturbance was up, I hastened to 
prevent mischief. I was only just in time, as I had 
to leap into the sea to arrest a conflict ; and I imme- 
diately sent my people on board again. I did not 
admire the indecorous heat of this French priest, par- 
ticularly as he was one of the two priests expelled from 
Tahiti by queen Pomarc, and for which expulsion she 
had been made to pay so dear. The Rapa people 
were burning with indignation at thus being scurvily 
driven from a resting-place, and were loud in their 
entreaties for nie to lead them on to a general fight. 
Early the next morning I again hastened to the 
superior, having previously sent my men away to 
dive. The superior expressed his regret at any misun- 
derstanding having arisen, and sent another priest 
with me to arrange matters. The spot he assigned 
my divers was not such as I desired ; but he submitted 
that it was away from the Mareva natives, which 
would prevent any quarrelling or contention between 
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the two parties. I had many of the Mareva natives 
to visit me in the course of the day, and all brought 
with them some article or other for sale. Whether 
it was a concerted plan or not I do not know, but 
one and all asked such an absurd price for what they 
had to dispose of as entirely put it out of my power 
to make a single purchase. For a pearl that in 
England or France would be estimated at the value 
of six shillings or ten francs at the outside, they asked 
me eighty fathoms of print. Vegetables or refresh- 
ments of any kind the priests declared they had none 
to dispose of, and expressed their anxiety to obtain 
any spare food I might have laid in for my own 
people. And when our boats went diving, from 
twenty to thirty canoes, with Maxeva natives, com- 
menced opposition, diving all round the vessel and in 
the track of our people : in short, the whole of the 
proceedings were such as so thoroughly to disgust 
the Kapa men, that they requested me to leave and 
go to Hao or Bow Island ; and as my stock of food 
was not abundant enough for a long stay, and 
knowing that where the heart was absent from the 
duty little good could be expected, I deemed it 
advisable to comply with their reiterated request. 
On giving notice of this to the priests, they expressed 
surprise and regret at my determination ; but at the 
same time seemed anxious to confirm me in it, by 
renewing the assurances of the utter impossibility 
of my procuring fresh supplies in case I became 
straitened for food, as they said that " about two 
years ago a great wind came, and blew down most of 
the bread fruit and cocoa-nut trees." 
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The three priests have acquired auch compleUfl 
ascendancy over the mmds of the simple natives, tha^fl 
they dare not act contrary to their wishes ; and aiijq 
attempt of mine to elicit a free answer from any c 
them, on any subject, was always met with a i 
confused expression of countenance, and with "IH 
don't understand." The men appeared sensible of 
their enthralraent, and ashamed of Jt ; but having no 
idea how to free themselves from it, they submit 
helplessly to the yoke. That the priests do not avail 
themselves of the labours of the natives to enrich 
their society I would not believe, for the poor fellows 
are continually diving throughout the year, and yet 
rarely possess any thing of value to offer for sale. It 
is reported, that when any pearl of value is found it 
is taken to the king. 1 cannot contradict the rumour, 
but from the abject appearance of hia majesty, I 
should rather conclude that it went to tiie king's 
ghostly adviser ; the monareh apparently possessing 
aa much authority as a " footless stocking without a 
leg," to use the Irishman's definition of nothing. The 
natives are taught regularly to attend the confes- 
sional, where every action of their lives transpires, 
and I can form an idea as to the manner in 
which pearls of value are appropriated: but surely 
the soul's welfare is of far greater consideration 
than many pearls. I was so annoyed at not being 
able to obtain a direct answer from any of the 
natives, that I taxed them with being dumb, and 
asked them if they had only got three men upon the 
islands that could speak. They shrugged their 
shoulders and replied, " I don't know." The women, 
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as usual, on the approach of any of us were hidden 
from sight. On my first landing, not being expected, 
some laughing young damsels stole out, evidently 
bent upon a romp ; but when they espied the portly 
paunch of the superior coming bustling up, they 
retreated like rabbits to their burrows. I was de- 
sirous of visiting the convent ; but, as I before noticed, 
it is situated a considerable way up Mount Duff; 
and, from the system of espionage that is maintained 
all over the islands, no one could approach it without 
the priests having immediate intimation of the same. 
I was informed that the girls are not detained in 
the convent longer than they are pleased voluntarily 
to remain, but why the priests wish to keep them 
there at all is a mystery requiring explanation. 

March 5th. — We purchased our anchor with 
difficulty this morning, from the chains having got 
foul of the rocks. At four p. m. we were free of the 
reefs that surrounded the islands ; and at seven P. M., 
when about twenty miles from the land. Mount Duff 
bearing east by south, we observed a beautiful pheno- 
menon in the west-south-west point of the heavens. 
I noticed it the night previously, as we lay at anchor 
opposite Elson's Island ; but it being at the time 
partially obscured by dark rolling clouds, and be- 
coming wholly so as I gazed, I paid no more atten- 
tion to it ; but this evening, the heavens being clear, 
it had the appearance of a brilliant comet, with a 
blazing tail of great length shooting high up into the 
vault of heaven. Its nucleus was about thirteen 
degrees in altitude when I was called on deck to 
observe it, and at a quarter to eight P. M. it had 



316 R0VING8 IN THE PACIFIC. 

dipped below Uie horizon ; but for a long time afta 
its tail eoDtinued to illumine tlic firmament. 
mention is made of any comet in tlie nautical e 
merie, ajid ita aspect was quite startling. The natives 
were surprised at its appearance, some imagining it 
to be a rainbow ; but on being made sensible of their 
error, confessed they bad never seen any thing like it 
before. The weather is close and sultry, and it has 
been particularly so at nigbt for the last four or five 
nights. 

Afarch Gth. — Sighted Lord Hood's Island, or 
Maratea. It is very low, and of a most treacherous 
aM^WiWn-AeT-ia-Iike appearance. Athalf-paatsixP.M., 
the comet, or whatever it is, became again visible ; I 
watched it till it began to decline in altitude, which 
it did after reaching 12° 20' by the sextant. As the 
niglit grew darker, ita tail emitted a luminous flood of 
light ; it was aa if myriads of the moon's pale rays 
had been concentrated in one bright stream. At 
eight P.M. it bad set below the horizon. 

March 9th. — At three P.m. Les fourFacardinee waa 
discernible from the mast-head, The atmosphere 
being particularly clear, we judged we were about 
eighteen miles from it. The natives were desirous 
that I should land, asserting that there was abun- 
dance of shell in the lagoon of the island, and that it 
waa uninhabited, which ia rather a singular thing, 
there being cocoa-nut trees upon it. Some of the 
Bapa men say they were in a vessel that for a long 
time tried in vain to make this island, and at length 
gave up the attempt ; they say the native name for 
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it is Hereheretue.* There is a boat passage, but no 
entrance to the lagoon for shipping. The comet 
(assuming it to be such) is increasing in altitude : at 
this present writing, eight p.m., it seems like a rod of 
light suspended above the earth, warning weak man of 
his nothingness. 

March \Oth, — Far away astern of us. Thrum Cap 
Island was just discernible as day dawned this morn- 
ing. It bears nearly east-north-east, and about 
twenty miles from Les four Facardines. Both these 
islands are laid down six miles too far to the south- 
ward. The natives knew nothing of Thrum Cap. 
It appeared a small round clump when we saw it, 
something resembling a cap. None of the heavenly 
bodies visible to night, from the cloudiness of the 
atmosphere. 

March Wth. — We were all this day beating about 
Hao Island and Amann, the wind heading us on 
every tack, just as it did on our making Bapa ; and 
positively, as night drew in upon us, we did not 
appear to have worked a mile to windward. 

March \2th. — After close beating all night, and 
many short boards, this morning, at half-past eleven 
A. M., we again entered with safety the lagoon of Hao 
Island ; and at three P. M. dropped anchor at our old 
station. The comet was very brilliant this night, and 
has considerably increased its altitude. 

March 2\st — The Rapa divers up to this date 
had scarcely done any thing but consume food ; and 
on my reproaching them with incapacity, they per- 

* See Vol. n. p. 62. 
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eisted that there was no tihell in the lagoon. Upon 
this I engaged some of the Hao natives, who quickly 
disproved the statement by bringing in their one 
boat as many shell as the Rapa men in three boats, 
and in much less time. I therefore took another boat 
from the llapa men and gave it to the men of Hao ; 
and the result was, that the latter used daily to return 
with more than double the quantity of shell procured 
by the former, who were compelled to confess they 
were ashamed of themselves. I had some difficulty in 
settling with the Hiio men, as, on witnessing the in- 
competency of the others, they wanted to be off their 
bargain, and insinuated that they ought to have higher 
payment ; but as I Imd paid them beforehand, I insisted 
upon their fulfilling their agreement. They continued 
diving for the time stipulated ; but their heap of 
shell being so much bigger than that of the Rapa 
divers, they coolly told me that, unless I woidd give 
them extra pay, they would only deliver to me one 
half the shell. That evening I convened a meeting, 
and, in the presence of their king, complained of the 
bad faith of the Hao divers ; "and now listen," I con- 
tinued: "as soon as we are ready to receive the 
shell on board, I shall take it without consulting you ; 
and the consequencea be upon the heads of any of 
you that will dare to Oppose me. I gave the pay- 
ment you asked for ; and now, because the Rapa 
men are a useless idle set, you think to impose upon 
me ; but I am not a child, and it will be at the peril 
of your lives if you seek to detain from me the 
property obtained through my own boats, by youj 
whom I have both fed and paid." Seeing that I waa 
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in no humour to be played with, the king called 
out to "let the talk cease, for they had nothing 
more to say." 

April 6th. — This evening the comet was no longer 
visible. It had been gradually growing fainter and 
fainter as it increased its ascent in the vast vacuity 
above us, till at length, although the heavens were 
particularly clear and favourable for observation, not 
the dimmest ray could be discerned by the naked 
eye. 

The Kapa divers still continue bad as ever. A 
deputation of Hao natives waited upon me, volunteer- 
ing to fill the vessel if I would send the Rapa men 
away. I reproached them with their former want of 
good faith, and would have nothing to say to them. 

April 12th. — We have been just a month diving, 
and the shell collected does not exceed eight tons, 
nor that of the best description. The Kapa natives 
had been represented to me, by every one who had 
had any thing to do with diving, as the best divers in 
these seas; and it was the high encomiums passed 
upon them, together with earnest advice from old 
pearling voyagers, that induced me to throw away so 
much time and persevere in going to Kapa. Too 
late I found out my error. They are not to compare 
with the Paumutu men ; and, although coming from 
a far colder climate, they used to complain of the cold 
much more than the natives of the island did ; and 
altogether they are a feebler race. From the diffi- 
culties they started when I wished to engage them, 
the high price they stood out for, and the depre- 
ciatory and slighting tone with which they spoke 
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of the Chain Islanders as divers, I was led to 
expect great things from tliem ; but I have been 
miserably disappointed. The Hao natives again 
came to me, and entreated me to let them fill the 
vessel, aad they would leave it with me to reward 
them after the work was finished. To prevent mis- 
take or misunderstanding, I assembled them before 
their king, and caused them to renew tl>eir offers. 
The king sanctioned tlieir proceedings, and I agreed 
to send the Rapa men away. This evening I in- 
formed the latter of my determination, and reproached 
them rather bitterly for their impudent pretensions, 
aa, after all their boasting, they had not been able to 
collect as many shell as would pay for their food. 
They admitted they had deceived themselves, and 
were willing to abide by any decbion I might 
come to. 

April 13((A. — Sent away the Hao men with the 
boats, and paid off the Rapa people, each man 
according to his merits. They apjreared content 
with what I gave, aa I imagine they did not expect 
any thing. 

April Htk.— At eleven a.m. the vessel got under 
weigh, with a fine fresh breeze, to convey my Rapa 
blackguards home ; leaving me the only white man 
on the island, a sort of Robinson Crusoe, surrounded 
by tractable savages. I instructed the captain to 
procure a fresh supply of Hoo, as it was my de- 
termination to stay at Hao, and, if possible, fill the 
vessel. 

A few nights ago I was called up to see one of 
the Hao divers, who had been suddenly seized with 
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sickness. I found him in great pain^ with his stomach 
swollen and very hard. Thinking that he might 
have eaten something that had poisoned him^ I ad- 
ministered a grain and a half of tartar-emetic in 
half a tumbler of water. Producing no effect, in a 
quarter of an hour I repeated the dose ; and it still 
not operating, and his pain continuing, I gave him a 
dose of calomel and opium. The poor fellow shook 
his head as he took it, and told me it was of no use, 
for he would soon be dead. I tried to laugh the 
notion away, and ridiculed the fears of his friends ; 
but the swelling continued to increase, till his belly 
and chest were expanded as tight as a drum : it was 
one of the most distressing sights I ever witnessed. 
Finding I could do him no good, I suffered the 
natives to adopt their own remedies ; but by this 
time his jaws had become collapsed and firmly set ; 
and exactly at turn of tide, as the natives predicted 
would be the case, the poor fellow expired : death 
having ensued within ten hours from the time of his 
attack. It appeared that his friends never enter- 
tained the hope of saving him, unless from any 
superhuman skill that might be in my hands. They 
told me that the Tupapan of his uncle, recently 
dead, had come for him; that it had got inside 
him, which caused him to swell so ; and although 
they were desirous of trying every remedy I could 
suggest, they felt there was no chance of his living. 
They related many queer things of the Tupapan, 
and have many singular superstitions with respect 
to the dead, and many strange observances. They 
tried to make me understand them; but my un« 
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acquaintance with the language prevents my re- 
cording much that might have proved curious and 
interesting. 

Throughout the night following the death of this 
native, his parents and relatives kept up an uninter- 
mitted lamentation. The grief of the mother was 
frantic. Sometimes the mourners would be locked 
in each other's embraces over the corpse ; and some- 
times they would stretch themselves upon the 
enshrouded body, shedding tears, and chanting a 
most mournful dirge. The mother's feelings occa- 
sionally became so acute, that, clasping her hands 
above her head, she would dash herself to the 
earth. I went to witness the closing scene, which 
took place next morning. The ceremony was a 
compound of the old heathen practices and an 
attempt at our mode of burial. The pagan rites 
were gone through first. The same prostration 
of grief took place by the side of the grave, 
and the same mournful chanting ; whilst the mother 
and another female went through the most extra- 
ordinary gestures, making at the same time such 
diabolical grimaces as baffle description. This was 
defying the evil spirit. But the grief of the 
mother waa too agonising to aUow of her carrying 
on this pantomime, as she would break off in the 
middle of her acting to give vent to bursts of 
anguish. The other female, with the most imper- 
turbable gravity, kept time with her hands, feet, 
and body, to the awful distortions of her countenance. 
This part done, one of the natives, who had been 
to Tahiti, and was in possession of a primer, held it 
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inverted, showing his great knowledge of the use of 
it, and made, as if he read from it, a short prayer. 
The body was then consigned to its original dust. 

April I9th, — This night, at about eight o'clock, I 
was attacked with a violent pain in the bowels, which 
increased to such an unbearable degree as to cause 
me to vomit greatly. The natives were much alarmed, 
and the king particularly so, as it was supposed that 
the Tupapan had got hold of me, for the incredulity 
I had always evinced with respect to its asserted 
powers. The king feared that I should die, and that 
he would be held accountable for my death. Not 
having any medicine by me, and having been an eye- 
witness of the rapid mortality of the diseases of the 
place, I felt an unpleasant sensation creep over me, 
as I was quite incapable of writing, so that I could 
leave no inventory of my effects as a check against 
peculations; and I much feared the abduction of 
some valuable pearls, for which we had paid, in cash 
and promissory notes, lOOOZ.* sterling. All night I 
suffered severely, tossing about in restless pain ; but 
at six A. M. it began to subside, and I gradually grew 
better. Then was my turn to laugh at the Tupapan ; 
but the native faith in it was not to be shaken by any 
thing I could say or do. 

April 2lst — Apropos of the Tupapan, just as I 

had turned in for the night, I was roused by an 

unusual cry of consternation, and found all the 

natives assembled round the king's house. They were 

in much alarm, for an assault had been made upon it 

by the Tupapan, which they stated had pelted it 

with stones ; and one man affirmed that he saw it in 
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the likeness of three men without legs. To aatiefy 
them of the absurdity of their notions, I went as I 
was to their burial-place, and, followed by a few of 
the more resolute, led the way to the most secluded 
apots. Every thing was in the quiet repose of a still 
night, and not the slightest object presented itself to 
feed the excited fancy ; but the natives attributed it 
to the fearlessness and want of behef of the white 
man. No other disturhnnce ensued during the 
night ; but in the morning, I found that one fellow 
had availed himself of the general confusion to steal 
the tioo; and there is not a doubt that the whole 
uproar was a shrewd contrivance of the thicfs to 
cover hia designs. The rogue had made offin his canoe 
before I had discovered the theft; and when I ox- 
plained my belief to the rest, they laughed heartily 
at the suggestion, but pertinaciously cfave to their 
ridiculous credulity in the powers of the Tupapan, 

April 25th. — A canoe arrived from Amann, the 
low island a few miles to the northward of Hao. 
The natives of Amann, nnlike those of Hapa and 
Hao, had been particularly observant of the comet, 
wliicb they called poruma (night fire). Their visit 
to Hao was principally occasioned by their dread 
of the comet, as they have a notion that it will 
destroy their island. Much speechifying took place, 
by way of greeting and condolence ; and by what I 
could understand, they seemed to intimate that the 
eea had made terrible encroaches upon their scanty 
allotment of earth, and they feared that it would 
shortly he submerged. The Hao Islanders sympa- 
thised with them, and, pointing to their own miserable 
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patches, told them that, such as they were, they were 
willing to share them if they were reduced to the 
extremity of flying from Amann. 

April 2%th. — Had to cause my chancellor to resign 
his keys of office, on discovering this day that he 
had been carrying on a systematic series of plunder. 
He is a native of the Sandwich Isles, that I hrought 
with me from Rapa. From his childhood he has 
been sailing about in whale ships, though under- 
standing but a few words of English. At the close 
of voyages he has been set ashore at different 
islands, and in this way I came to pick him up at 
Kapa. The Kapa people had treated him with great 
hospitality and kindness; and, in return, the dog 
practised towards them great ingratitude, bringing 
me all sorts of evil reports against them, and 
continually warning me to be on my guard as to 
their honesty. This he did, I expect, to divert 
suspicion from himself. On my sending the Kapa 
people back again, fearful of the consequences of his 
behaviour, he would not return with them, but 
requested permission to remain with me so long as I 
staid upon the island, or perhaps I could carry him 
on to the Main ; if not, he would take his chunce 
with the Hao natives. At first I took him to be an 
eccentric original, but thought him decidedly honest; 
I treated him kindly, and promised him fair usage if he 
behaved well. Unfortunately, my kindness tempted 
him to take liberties, and I detected him in several 
petty delinquencies. At last I threatened to discharge 
him without further remuneration if I caught him 
at any more tricks; and in the event that such 
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might prove the case, like many another minister, he 
set about providing for the time of need. My pro- 
visions went off in a galloping conBumption, and I 
missed many things that I could afterwai-da gain no 
tidings of. I considered myself well supplied in 
every thing I required for a month ; but after the 
first eight days, the flour, sugar, tea, bread, and beer, 
were all expended, although I was careful in seeing 
that only sufficient for tlie day was taken out at a 
time. I was greatly amazed ; but still my suspicions 
were not drawn towards him, as, on mentioning my 
doubts of foul practices, he artfully contrived to 
make me understand that the Ilao natives were not 
to be trusted, only it did not do for him to say ao 
too openly ; and he hinted tliat it would be as well 
if I did not allow so many of them to come into and 
about the house. Still, every day I was sensible of 
the lo63 of something or another; and out of a tierce 
of beef I opened at noon for the divers, only one half 
was left the next morning. Probably even then I 
should not have discovered the thief, but, fortunately 
for mc this morning he was takeu unwell, and was 
compelled to lie down, and then the " murder came 
out;" he had been in the habit' of supplying the 
women about the place with any thing they chose 
to ask for. I used to wonder at the airs of superi- 
ority he assumed over the Hao natives, and the 
quietnesss with which the latter submitted to be 
bullied by him. The audacious varlet had had the 
impudence to tell them that he was my partner, and 
that it was principally through his influence that the 
Bapa men were sent away, and his gifts were looked 
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upon as confirmatory proof of his assertions. Out of 
four dozen ale, I only saw nineteen bottles, including 
six broken^ones. Other things had been abstracted 
in similar proportion. On reproaching him with his 
conduct, he was so overwhelmed that he ofiered 
not a word in his defence; although on ordinary 
occasions he assumed such a look of blank igno- 
rance, and replied to accusations with babble so 
foreign to the subject, that I used to imagine 
it impossible that such a half-witted ass could 
rob me. The fellow's head is shaped like that of a 
wild boar; and nature has bestowed upon him an 
idiotic cast of countenance, which he cunningly 
contrives at pleasure to render still more vacant, as a 
mask to conceal his knavery. 

May \st. — No diving for the last three days. It 
has been blowing hard from the southward, creating 
too heavy a sea. The divers started this morning, 
and I accompanied a party of natives on a fishing 
excursion. We went to the outside reef, some 
with sticks, and others with hand-nets, ten or twelve 
feet long by six feet deep, the centre of the net 
running out into a bag. As the heavy sea of the 
ocean broke upon the reef, large fish would at times 
be carried out in the swell of the spent breakers ; 
and as the fish endeavoured with the receding of the 
waters to regain the sea, it was the duty of those with 
sticks to beat the water, shout, and do all they 
could to frighten the fish into the nets of their com- 
panions. In this way several fine fish were taken ; 
but the sport not being so abundant as the natives 

wished, we crossed over to the lagoon and now com- 
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menced another eystem. From long practice, the 
natives can diBtinguish the slightest change in the 
appearance of the water; and a shade which I could 
not perceive, though repeatedly pointed out to me, 
they at once knew to be a ehoal of fish. TVith sticks 
in their hands, they jumped into the water on either 
side the ehoal, and atruck out to encompass it. 
Hnving formed a semicircle, they began to lessen 
their distance one from the other, hallooing, splash- 
ing, and driving the flab towards the land. In vain 
did the frightened natives of the deep dash here and 
tliere, they were met at all points. In vain do they 
attempt their escape by darting deeper into their 
element, their expert foes dive at their approach 
and frighten them back again ; till, almost driven 
on the land, closely Burrounded by their scaring 
invaders, one only chance seems open for them, 
they dash at it, and are instantly secured In the wily 
net. I staid to witness their success in four conse- 
cutive attempts, and at each haul they caught from 
300 to 400. 

May 5th, — No sign of the vessel ; and in conse- 
quence of all my food being expended, and there 
being but a day or two's supply of tioo, the divers 
came to me last night to express their regret at seeing 
mc without the food I was accustomed to ; and as the 
island would produce nothing that would serve as a 
substitute for bread or vegetables, they urged me to 
appropriate the remainder of the tioo for my own 
use, as it was uncertain when the vessel might make 
her appearance. It was considerate of them ; nor did 
I deem it prudent to neglect their advice. Hence I 
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secured the tioo in a barrel and hauled the boats up 
under shelter of the trees^ as it is impossible for the 
men to go diving and procure their own food. They 
rarely have food in store ; and when, as it sometimes 
happens, the weather is too stormy for days together 
to admit of their venturing out in their frail canoes, 
they endeavour by sleep to dissipate their sensations 
of hunger. Fish is their staple diet, and a most 
gigantic load can they stow away. 

May 6th. — The divers have dispersed to various 
parts of the island, that they may be able to procure 
food for themselves and families. A canoe came 
from the mouth of the harbour to-day, and in it 
was a young man, of whom the natives furnished a 
somewhat strange account. They say he came to 
their island about two years ago in a small canoe, 
only sufficiently large to contain one man ; that he 
spoke a dialect different from theirs, and remained 
some months with them before he could make him- 
self understood ; and then he told them he had fled 
from his own island in a state of terror from a mur- 
derous descent made upon it by several canoes full of 
armed people, who, at the tune of his escape, were 
butchering his countrymen wholesale. He was 
two days upon the sea, without food or water, 
when he made the south-eastern extremity of Hao, 
which leads me to infer that he comes from an 
island south-east from Hao, as his cockle-shell of 
a canoe could never have gone head to wind. I 
questioned him, but he had not the slightest idea as 
to the direction of his island ; his panic, probably, de- 
prived him of all power of observation. He stated he 
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belonged to Faeatae, one of a group of eight islandtfjH 
the names of the others being as follow : PlnakT 
Uoapuni, Uairatca, Morn, Nukutivaki, Uoakiaki, 
Keau. At some of the islands lie said there were 
cocoa-nut trees and tarro; they were all liigoon islands, 
and at Uairatea there was plenty of mother-of-pearl 
shell. I suspect that some of the islands to the 
southward and eastward of Hao, and looked upon by 
us as uninhabited, form the group he alludes to. 
Even now the young man has difficulty in making 
himself understood ; and the Hao natives, in con- 
veraing with him, always speak more slowly and 
deliberately than when talking to each other. 

MayWth. — -Quite worn out with disappointed ex- 
pectation, this morning, at daybreak, I was preparing 
to accompany some of the natives to the island of 
Amann. I had got my traps into the boat, and we 
were on the point of shoving off, when the welcome 
shout of " Ti pahi, ti pahi! " (The ship, the ship!) 
greeted my ears. I hurried across the reef, and had 
the satisfaction of seeing her almost abreast of ua. 
We were twenty miles up the lagoon ; so, without 
staying to shift anything, we loosed the boat's sail 
and started for the entrance of the harbour. AVe 
reached the passage first ; and finding the current 
setting out with great force, and a heavy, short, 
broken sea on, I stood out to warn them to keep 
the vessel off till the next day. AH was well on 
board. Bad weather off Rapa had been the detain- 
ing cause; they had encountered a gale, which 
for ten days kept them on and off the island, 
without permitting them to lower a boat. In re- 
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turning, the captain fell in with two islands not no- 
ticed on the chart ; and as our chronomieter is an 
excellent instrument, and the captain an efficient 
navigator, I have no doubt the positions he has as- 
signed them are sufficiently accurate for the purposes 
of navigation. The one was in latitude 18° 46' S., 
longitude 141° 48' W. ; and the other in latitude 
19° 34' S., longitude 140° 30' W.: both were low 
lagoon islands, and uninhabited. According to the 
captain's statement, a reef extended for several miles 
off the south end of the island first alluded to. 
Stunted herbage was all that could be seen growing 
upon either of them. Santelmo, on the chart a 
considerable lagoon island, purporting to have been 
discovered in 1606, has no existence where it is laid 
dowui, viz. in 21° 22' S., and.l42*» W.;,and Bligh's 
lagoon island, delineated small and circular, in lati- 
tude 21° 42' S., and longitude 140° 30, W., is both 
further to the northward and westward, and, from 
the captain's observations, corresponds nearly in form 
and size with that called Santelmo. It is probable 
that they are one and the same island. The captain 
also ran close past the position assigned to Gloucester 
Island. No such island was visible, although.it is 
stated on the chart to be inhabited. . ;. •*.^, 

May Vlih. — About half an hour ^ter^^t^'sun had 
attained its meridian altitude, weJraiT into the lagoon 
with as much facility as if we were sailing into any 
ordinary harbour, and. dropped anchor for the night 
about eight or nine^miles up the lagoon. 

May 13^A. — AH this day engaged in beating to 
where the natives wanted us to take up our station. 
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It was considerably higher up than ever any vessel 
had ventured before, and I had reason to repent my 
temerity in proceeding thither. Countless coral knolls 
were in our way, and every moment it was "hard up" 
or "bard down; " and further progress was terminated 
by our striking on a sunken reef and carrying away 
part of our forefoot and false keel. We could not 
Bee the reef till we were upon it. Fortunately 
"we sustained no material damage; and taking the 
encounter as a hint to bring to for the night, we let 
go the anchor in eight fathoms water about a cable's 
length from the shore. 

May \Ath. — Being Sunday, we merely dropped 
the vessel into a clear berth, and moored her opposite 
a grove of cocoa-nut trees, about eight miles from 
the south extreme of the lagoon. 

May \&th. — Yesterday the natives were employed 
in erecting their huts ; a,nd this morning, it being fine 
weather, and there being nothing to Interfere with 
their diving, I was surprised at seeing the boats lying 
on tlie beach, and went on shore to inquire the cause. 
After some hesitation, it came out that they had re- 
solved not to continue diving unless 1 would advance 
payment. This being in direct violation of their 
agreement, and having experienced the mischief of 
paying beforehand, I told them in plain terms that 
I would not consent to tlieir demands. 1 up- 
braided them with their treacherous conduct, and 
assured them that if they fancied they had got me in 
their power, they should find themselves mistaken; 
for, if they refused to dive, I would not touch a shell 
they had collected, but would at once leave their 
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island, and would return again with sufficient force 
to exact redress. I gave them the time I should be 
engaged at breakfast to think upon my words, resolved 
to carry my threat into effect, if, at its expiration, 
they obstinately persisted in their conduct. I 
had scarcely got on board when, happening to look 
seaward, I discovered a large vessel not far off, run- 
ning along the land to the southward. We im- 
mediately hoisted the British flag, and shortly after 
some natives came alongside to tell us that a boat 
was approaching the shore. We went to meet her, 
and I induced the natives to swim with her through 
the surf and land her safely on the reef. The vessel 
proved the Jules de Blosville, a French brig of 300 
tons. I invited the second mate, who had charge of 
the boat, and his crew on board to breakfast. One 
of his crew was an Englishman, the only one belong- 
ing to the brig. Through him we understood that the 
captain had a general cargo for sale ; and after we 
had finished our repast, I had a boat launched over, 
the reef, and went to see if I could make a few pur- 
chases. Our boat gained somewhat upon the French- 
man's, and, as we neared the vessel, I was surprised 
that no symptoms appeared of heaving her to ; and 
we narrowly escaped being run down. Not a soul 
could we see ; but as she glided past us, striking our 
gunwale, a port was raised, and a gun run out and 
depressed towards us. I laughingly pointed it out 
to the captain of our vessel (the only white man with 
me) as a friendly way of receiving visitors. Not 
having seen the manoeuvre, he wanted to persuade 
me that the port was raised for the purpose of hand- 
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ing US a rope; but not a rope did they hand us, and 
we were half a mile astern before they condescended 
to back their headyards, and allow U3 to pull along- 
side. On gaining the quarterdeck, no one came to 
receive us; and not a man was visible but the 
helmsman. Whilst joking at this extraordinary 
behaviour, the captain showed himself. He offered 
no apology ; but addressing us in English, with much 
coarse freedom he invited us into bia cabin. He pro- 
duced some brandy, and called for a bottle of cham- 
pagne, which he said he would broach to friendship. 
On trying to do business with him, he urged me 
to buy aucb things as I had no earthly use for; 
but the goods I stood in need of he would not 
sell me, saving one or two trifling articles, which 
he requested the mate to put on one side for me. 
But he did not do this, even, until I had produced a 
handful of gold, to satisfy a queation put to me 
through the mate, as to what means I had of pay- 
ment. The captain understood English pretty well, 
and the mate spoke it fluently. They were bound to 
the Main ; and having expressed a wish to write to 
Valparaiso, the captain hastened to oblige me with 
pen, ink, and paper. Whilst engaged writing, the 
captain of our schooner looked in to say that we 
were nearly out of sight of the island, I begged he 
would request them to " go about," and continued 
writing, when, all of a sudden, the cry of "Armez 
Tousi armez vous I tout de suite, tout dc suite I" 
caused me to run out to see what was the matter. 
The deck was covered with men, some armed with 
muskets and fowUng-piecee, whilst others were run- 
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ning to procure arms. The French ca|)tain was 
raving and gesticulating like a lunatic ; our captain 
was remonstrating in broken French ; and the poor 
naked natives whom we had with us had taken to the 
boats, with the exception of two, whose concern in my 
behalf had kept them clinging to the rail to watch the 
result. Unable to comprehend the meaning of all this 
gasconade, I put my hand on the Frenchman's 
shoulder, and inquired, " What the devil's up?" My 
captain, who was as strong as Hercules, with much 
agitation begged me to do nothing that might make 
matters worse. The other comprehended him, and it 
emboldened him to seize me pretty roughly by the 
waist. I shook him free, and he rushed aft. I fol- 
lowed ; and he, seizing a cutlass lying by the wheel, 
drew it and made a pass at me. By an agile 
movement of the body, I escaped being run through, 
the sword going between my arm and side. Sneer- 
ing at the ruffian, I entered his cabin, tore up the 
letter on which I had been engaged, and threw the 
fragments in his face. The treacherous rascal did 
not repeat his thrust, as I could have combed his head 
with one of the cabin stools ; but he hastened forward 
and filled upon his ship, putting her head before the 
wind, and in a few minutes our boat would have 
been dragged under, as it was only secured by a 
short painter to one of the chain-plates. In vain I 
inquired the meaning of such treatment ; the mate 
did nothing but implore me to leave the vessel; 
and at last, there being no other remedy, I went 
over the side to enjoy the luxury of nearly a twenty 
miles pull beneath a burning tropical sun. The. 
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cause of the fellow's playing us such a trick I am 
utterly at a loss to conceive; but this I know, I 
shall consider twice ere I trust myself on board a 
Frenchman again. As soon as the natives on shore 
learnt how I had been served, they came flocking on 
board to sympathise with me, and the next morning 
all went diving with hearty good will. 

May 18^A. — I have witnessed the blighting effects 
of grief in many ; but never in the course of my 
experience did I behold so mournful a proof of its 
devastating nature as was exhibited in the person 
of the mother of the diver who was carried off so 
suddenly, as above related. When she was attend- 
ing on her dying son she was a fleshy robust 
woman. I mentioned how ill her grief qualified 
her to take part in the pagan ceremonies of inter- 
ment ; and for some days after the melancholy 
event the bereaved parents absented themselves from 
their tribe, and lived in a hut temporarily erected 
only a few paces distant from the grave of their child. 
They freed the spot from weeds and rubbish, and 
raised monumental slabs of coral at the head and feet 
of the prematurely dead, and on these slabs they 
suspended offerings of food and water to the departed 
spirit. The mother gathered the vine of a creeper 
growing near her son's last resting-place, and twist- 
ing it into a wreath, wore it round her neck ; and to- 
day, when I met her, the wreath had not shrunk and 
withered more than she had done. Her eyes had 
sunken, her raven hair had changed to grey, and her 
flesh hung in folds upon her body ; tears were con- 
tinually streaming down her cheeks, she would not 



BEMARKS ON PEABLS. 337 

be comforted^ and refused to partake of more food 
than was barely necessary to support life ; and I 
have little doubt that a few weeks will suffice to unite 
her spirit with her son's. Never did I behold such 
hopeless misery depicted in the face of a human 
being. Her image haunts me to this hour; and 
talk of the sombre garb with which Europeans are 
in the habit of clothing their woe^ nothing can be 
compared with the intensity of feeling outwardly dis- 
played by that withered and still withering wreath^ 
resting on that shrivelled and still shrivelling bosom. 

May 27th. — Ceased diving; the weather had be- 
come cold and windy^ and the divers making daily 
complaint of the scarcity of shell5 and the great depth 
of water in which they had to dive for it, I took 
compassion on them, and told them they might leave 
off, although the vessel would not be above two thirds 
fulL I promised to pay them well for what they had 
done ; and the joyous shout with which the announce- 
ment was received convinces me that the poor 
fellows speak truly, when they say the shell is scarce 
and difficult to procure. I have got a few fine pearls 
amongst the lot collected, but the great bulk are 
seed pearl. 

It is the generally received opinion, that pearls 
are the result of disease in the oyster ; and I have 
read that the Chinese, conscious of this fact, are in 
the habit of stringing on impalpable hairs minute 
seed pearl, which they introduce into the opening 
shells when the fish are feeding, and in the course of 
time they provoke the disorder, and become entirely 
coated with the pearly encrustation. Others again 
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say that this opinion ia erroneous ; but when an 
enemy attacks the Sb\\, it sheds drops in its deience, 
whicli become pearls. I am no ichthyologist to decide 
the question, and will merely record the result of my 
observations. Out of more than a hundred tons of 
the mother-of-pearl oyster opened In my presence, 
every shell containing pearl was more or less diseased, 
the backs having a wormeaten appearance ; and I do 
not remember a pearl being found in a sound and 
healthy -looking shell. The more aged and worm- 
eaten they appear, the greater is the probability of 
finding pearl. I noticed that almost eveiy healthy- 
looking bivalve enclosed within its shells one or two 
parasitical fish, of a transparent light red colour, re- 
sembling a small shrimp in form, with long feelers ; 
and the natives assured me that these parasites 
ejected from the shells the pearls as soon as formed. 
They are slimy and inert in body, being more of the 
substance of jelly than shells, but are continually 
Working their feelers with a pushing and retractile 
motion, 

Junti Srd. — All the shell on board. Paid the 
divers, much to their satisfaction, and made a start. 
Towards evening it fell calm, and we dropped anchor 
about a cable's length from the shore, in eleven 
fathoms water, opposite a grove of cocoa-nut trees, 
about eight miles from the entrance to the harbour. 
A sheet of copper nailed on one of the trees informed 
us, that it was here that Captain Belcher, of II. M. S. 
Sulphur, "bored this island forty-five feet, when 
the auger broke. Tube S. 65° W, 40 feet. March 
26th 1S40." The cocoa-nut trees planted by him 
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had not flourished^ and the little pier he had con- 
structed had gone to ruin. 

June ^th. — Calm continued. The water was clear 
as crystal^ and from its unruffled state we could see 
distinctly to the bottom. Our cook dropped his 
saucepan oyer-board ; and, as it was the only service- 
able one we had, it greatly concerned us to recover 
it. I proposed lowering the "doctor" after it, with 
the deep-sea lead made fast to his heels, to accelerate 
his sinking. You should have seen the startled look 
of horror that flashed from his one eye when I made 
the suggestion ; " For you know doctor, " said I, " it 
was through your carelessness, that it has gone to 
the bottom ; and as we must recover it, you can't 
expect any one to go down for you." The " doctor," 
who fancied I was in earnest, vehemently protested 
against making any such experiment, as he swore 
he would be drowned before he got half way to the 
bottom. I amused myself with his deprecatory 
eloquence for some time, then, appearing to be moved 
by his entreaties, I sent for a native and asked him 
to dive for it. We sounded with the lead-line, and 
found ten and a half fathoms. He appeared to think 
the depth was too great ; but on pressing him, he 
threw off his belt and went down with great ease, 
and brought it up without a symptom of distress. 
We could plainly discern all his movements, and he 
gave but three strokes to carry him the depth of 
sixty-three feet. 

June 6th. — At half- past eight A.M. cleared the 

passage, with the intention of proceeding to Gambler's 
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lalanda, in the hope of being able to fill up eitl« 
by freight or purchase. 

June 6M. — Becalmed, — and auch a calm. Ocean/] 
air, and sky, Becmed blended In one ethereal element; 
the heat was Intense ; and the silence so profound that 
the dropping of a rope-yarn upon the deck jarred 
upon the tympanum. There waa something solemn 
and mysterious in the way we thus floated in empty 
space, — the only apparent material body. The men 
seemed Impressed with awe, and talked together In 
whispers. Although the water was without the 
faintest ripple, an under current acted upon the 
vessel, and imperceptibly we gradually raised and 
approached Prince William Henry's Island, known 
to the natives as Paraoa or Arivi. It ia a small lagoorL 
island, uninhabited, thickly covered with low bushy 
herbage. As we neareil the breakers, a counter cur- 
rent swept us round the lee-point, and we were safe. 

June 7th. — The ominous stillness of yesterday ia 

, being accounted for. We are lying to, under a 

balanced reef mainsail. It is blowing hard from the 

east-south-east, and we are driving bodily to leeward. 

June Sth. — The sun obscure, and the gale in- 
creasing in fury. We are kept in dread lest we 
should drift on to the Duke of Gloucester's group, 
which are situated right in our tempest- driven way. 

June 9th, — Worse and worse ; and a terrific sea 
on. By our calculations we shall be ashore at mid- 
night. To provide for the best, against such a 
casualty, I have sewn the pearls and other valuables 
in a belt round my waiat, with written instructions 
to guide the survivors or survivor in case of my 
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death : I have also prepared an account of particulars 
thus far^ to enclose in a bottle at the last moment. 
We have come to the resolution, on seeing that we 
cannot escape the land, to drop the foresail, to aid the 
vessel over the breakers, as the only hope of saving 
our lives. The captain attempted to set the staysail, 
to head the vessel to the southward, but it was 
blown from the bolt-ropes like a puflF of smoke. 

Three p.m. — The atmosphere was thick and hazy, 
but in our great anxiety, the captain and I scrambled 
aloft, and to our extreme satisfaction, through the 
drizzling mist, we had the pleasure of seeing one of 
the islands bearing north by east from us. Our escape 
was most providential ; and when we announced it 
to the crew, they broke out in a spontaneous shout 
of joy. The island we saw was evidently higher 
than the general run of the Low Islands ; but we had 
no chance of making other observation, and were only 
too happy in having avoided the fate of a closer ac- 
quaintance. We must have drifted at the rate of 
two and a half knots from the commencement of the 
gale. 

June 12fA. — The gale, at length, begins to mode- 
rate ; and by an observation obtained to day, we find 
we are as far to the westward of Bow Island as the 
latter is to the westward of Gambler's Islands. 

June \&th. — Sighted Bapa. At four p. m. we were 

abreast of the harbour, and the weather having lulled, 

I had a boat lowered to trade for pigs and vegetables. 

Before reaching the settlement it closed in dark and 

squally, with heavy rain ; and on sending the boat to 

rejoin the vessel, it had to put back, from the dense 
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obKurity with which every thing wae enveloped, and 
the danger it was in from the violence of the blasts 
that came rushing from the gorges. As there waa 
only the captain and a hoy on l)oard who knew any 
thing about the working of the vessel, I passed the 
dark hours of the night in great anxiety, for fear of 
their being blown away, I had men stationed upon 
the hills, with lights, and at first symptoms of day- 
dawn I despatched the boat m search of them ; but 
it was not till afternoon that my anxiety was relieved 
respecting them. 

A great many of the Gapa natives had died 
during the absence of those that had accompanied me 
to Hao ; and the intelligent amongst them attributed 
the deaths to sickness, occasioned by exposure to wet 
and cold. It is nearly always raining at Rapa ; and 
many of the poor creatures, drenched to the skin all 
day, sleep on the damp ground in their miserable 
huts at night, with scarcely any covering. There 
has been great mortality amongst them of late, and 
they seem to entertain the most melancholy fore- 
bodings, hinting that in five years they believed 
there would not be one of them left alive upon 
the island. Those amongst them who cling to the 
superstitious behef of their fathers, asserted that 
the more recent deaths were the consequence of my 
visit ; that the Tupapan had come on the appear- 
ance of the vessel and committed the slaughter that 
ensued. They have au opinion that the Tupapan 
fears and protects the white man, but its presence 
is fatal to them. Their superstitions resemble those 
of the Paumutuans generally. 
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JuTije Ylih. — Having succeeded in getting off a 
good supply of pigs and vegetables, we bade farewell 
to Bapa ;, but we did not escape without a parting 
benediction, for a sudden gust carried the boat's 
mast, sail, and mast-thwart completely out of the 
boat, nearly swamping us, and giving us the benefit 
of a tremendous pull. Scarcely on board, the wind 
came strong from the eastward, and we were obliged 
to forego all idea of visiting Grambier's Islands. 

June 29^A. — From the last entry until now we 
have been laying to, under a balance reefed storm<- 
trysail; and now the gale is so furious, we have 
been compelled to strike our main and fore-top- 
masts, and send down the yards on deck ; and scant 
as the sail that is set, it has been obliged to be 
patched till it is as thick as a board* Heavy seas are 
continually breaking over us, and one that broke 
over our foreyard dashed its foam to the maintop« 
All three of our boats got stove, and we lost nearly 
half our pigs. 

June 30M. — The violence of the gale has passed, 

apparently ; but from the lowering aspect of all 

around, we dare not send up our masts again, nor 

dare we display more canvass than the foresail, and 

the storm-trysail with the reefs out. We obtained 

our latitude, and were favoured with good sights for 

our chronometer, which placed us in \6(f 38' W., a 

degree to the west of Tahiti ; and our latitude being 

31° 48' S., we are now about 600 miles further to 

leeward of Gambler's Islands than we were when w$ 

quitted Hao. The wind has scarcely varied a point, 

and it is still blowing nearly east by south. Our 
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sails and rigging have sustained material dama| 
which we have not the meana on board of remed 
but I have obligations to meet in Valpardso, 
must struggle against mj fate. 

Juli/ 4tk, — The gale continues, and we are still 
drifting to the westward. Our latitude to-day was 
35° 55' S. The clouds are %ing from the enstward, 
and there are no signs of any change in the wind. 
A large vessel passed within two miles to windward 
of us, apparently bound for the Society Isles. We 
made signals of distress ; but she appeared to know 
her own interests better than to take notice of a 
wreck, for such assuredly we must have seemed. By 
the build of the stranger we took her to be French. 

July 6th. — Finding no change, though as high as 
37° S., tacked and stood to the northward. 

Ju}y 6th. — A large vessel was observed six or 
seven miles to windward of us, standing to the south- 
ward. In hopes of obtaining assiatance, we t^ain 
tacked and stood after him. We set our colours at 
our fore top-gallant-maet head aud kept them there. 
After some little delay, the tricolor of France 
proudly unfurled itself from the mizen-peak, and 
shortly after the Frenchman bore down to ua. Re- 
membering how I had been served by the master of 
the Jules de BlosviUe, I did not feel quite at my 
ease as his countryman came foaming towards us, 
aud I feared lest I had provoked the notice of an 
enemy. He rounded to under our counter, and hailed 
in tolerable English. I explained our situation, and 
begged him, if he had a little spare rope and bread, 
to let us have it, aud requested him to send a boat 
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on board. He replied^ he had not a boat that would 
swim^ so at all hazards I resolved to get out one of 
our own boats thut had sustained the least damage. 
The vessel proved the Jules Cesar, last from Tahiti, 
and bound for Valparaiso. My reception was very 
different from that experienced on board the Jules 
de Blosville. The captain treated me with great 
kindness, gave me bread and other articles, and 
would not hear of remuneration ; inviting me to 
stay breakfast, and pass the day with him. As we 
could do no better than keep company, I agreed to 
do so. His was the same vessel we saw on the 4th, 
standing to the northward. He had been as far as 
37^ S., and seeing no appearance of change had gone 
about. They did not notice us till we were a long 
way astern, for having had nearly a new suit of sails 
blown away, all hands were in the poop cabin, sail- 
repairing. The captain expressed his determination 
of standing as far south as 50^ if he met with no 
previous alteration in the weather ; and as he had 
sailed from Tahiti subsequent to our leaving Hao, 
we thought we could not do better than follow his 
example. On telling the captain how I had been 
served by the master of the Jules de Blosville, 
his indignation was greatly excited ; he declared he 
would insult the fellow wherever he met him, and 
assured me that if I reported his conduct to the 
French consul, or the commander of any French 
man-of-war, he would be suspended from his oflSce. 
In France they have regulations and restrictions 
for the guidance of merchant-ships, which it would, 
perhaps, be as weU if adopted in England. No 
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master of a vcaeel is allowed to be so unless he 
has served two years in the capacity of an officer on 
hoard a man-of-war, and unless he has been able to 
pass hia examination in raathematics and practical 
seamanship ; and be holds his qualification by a letter 
patent from the crown or minister of marine, which, 
upon any glaring miaconduct, can be cancelled ; but 
the usual punisliment is suspension for two years. 

I [uissed an agreeable day on board the Jules CtSaar, 
and we ecparated with DDutual good wiehea. The sea 
had become very boiBterous, and in getting into our 
boat we were nearly awamped ; the gunwale and 
upper streak being smashed in by collision with the 
vessels. 

August \2th. — More than a month has passed 
since my last entry, and we are still far from our 
destination. I imagine few have encountered such 
awful weather as we have experienced for so length- 
ened a period, and have survived to mention it. 
On more than one occasion, for nights togetber, I 
have been in expectation that the next moment would 
prove our last. We have not a sail, and scarcely 
a rope trustworthy ; and our pumps are kept going 
every hour. We have had a fair wind twice during 
the last thirty-six days : on the first occasion, it 
lasted three days, and on the last, four. It ia now 
blowing hard from the eastward again. 

A large vessel was seen on our weather bow at 
daylight this morning. At nine o'clock a.m. it bore 
down to us. Her appearance gave rise to many con- 
jectures: some thought it a man-of-war, from the 
squareness of her yards; others thought it a whaler. 
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from her having boats on her quarters ; again she 
was, from her sheer, taken for a London trader : and 
whilst bets (the Englishman's resource) were in 
agitation as to what she could be, the tricolor of 
France again displayed itself to the breeze ; andfin a 
short time we saw a boat making towards us from 
our old friend, the Jules Cesar. They had not 
recognised us ; and when their boat came alongside 
she was half full of water. The second officer, who 
had charge of the boat, mentioned the captain's 
astonishment and distraction at the terrible weather 
we had encountered, and stated that the men had 
been for a long time on a stinted allowance of 
bread, and for the last ten days had been without 
meat or sugar. I felt happy in haying it in my 
power to reciprocate former kindness, as I had 
plenty of beef and pork and two casks of molasses ; 
but of bread and flour we were on short allowance 
ourselves. As it took some time to break out the 
stores, I went aboard the Jules Cesar, to relieve 
the monotony of our most miserable voyage. I met 
with the same friendly welcome, and we mutually 
condoled over each other's hard fortune, but at last 
came to the conclusion that all we had for it was to 
*^ grin and bear it." As I could not foresee the ter- 
mination of our voyage, and trembled for our water^ 
captain Blay spared us two casks. We remained 
together the greater part of the day; but in con- 
sequence of our being so very light, we drifted con- 
siderably to leeward of the Jules C&ar^ and she 
had to heave to for us. On observing this, my 
anxiety to reach Valparaiso as early as possible 
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induced me to prefer the request that captain Blayfl 
would allow me to take a passage with him for thffB 
remainder of the voyage. He kindly pressed mc witltj 
much eagerness to do so (we were then in abouij 
34°«S., and between 87° and 88° W. longitude)jl 
and aa the advantage of arriving only one day aheacfeB 
of the schooner might prove of consequenccj I'C 
had some clothing brought me, and remained whera<l 
I was. Towards sun-down, the captain of oui 
little craft quitted us, and both vesaela made altV 
sail; but the Jules C<:sar had greatly the advantage. J 
The next day, August 1 3tli, the schooner v 
visible, far away to leeward, but towards evening e 
was no longer discernible. The wind continued 
easterly with northing. Captain Blay, who appeared 
accjuainted with the coast, determined on keepii^J 
well to the southward, as he was certain of i" 
southerly wind on nearing the land. Hib experienoftV 
was justified by tlie results. 

August I8(/t. — At daylight we ran past isle Mae 
fuera, at about a league to the northward of it. TbiJ 
is one of the islands discovered by Juan Fernandez i;j 
small, but particularly high and boldj discemiblcffl 
many leagues at sea. 

Aitffust I9lk. — On gaining the deck this morning,J 
Isle dc Tierra, better known as Juan Fernande^l 
the scene of Alexander Selkirk's isolated solitudi 
was distant about five leagues to the eastward of u 
De Foe's admirable tale of Robinson Cnisot 
mo to view it with a great deal of interest : particularljii 
as in an extract from one of the London papers I si 
anaccountof the submersion of Juan Fernandez by a 
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earthquake. From subsequent accountS5 it appeared 
that the island had actually sustained a severe sub- 
terraneous convulsion^ and some curious phenomena 
ensued, which gave rise to the hastily credited 
report. We kept away from three to four leagues 
to the northward of it, to prevent being becalmed, 
and at that distance it assumed much the appearance 
of Gambler's Islands ; its high broken points and 
ridges looking very like the amalgamated cluster of 
the last-named group. 

August 2\st — The Main was discernible; and, 
as we neared, the coast presented a most beautiful 
prospect. The dark mountains in the foreground, 
relieved by every variety of shade, were backed by 
the magnificent range of the Cordilleras, covered 
with their eternal snow, hiding their heads in the 
bosom of rolling vapours, and reflecting from their 
sides the most dazzling lustre. We came to an 
anchor at three p.m., and at five, captain Blay and 
I went ashore. The schooner had not arrived, 
nor did I expect her to have done so, as we had 
experienced very heavy weather the whole of the 
time after we had parted with heis and up to the 
time of making Isle Masafuera we were close 
hauled. 

The port had been visited by a destructive fire 
since my last visit, and a melancholy space of 
blackened ruins was the only vestige of many a fair, 
tall, goodly house. The loss of property was esti- 
mated at the value of ten millions of dollars. The 
principal sufferers were English and French mer- 
chants ; there not being a single Chileno who sustained 
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loss to any extent. We roved about for the space of 
two hours in search of a place to obtain refi'cahment, 
and made but a sorry shift after all : the whole of 
the boarding houses and refreshment rooms that I 
was formerly acquainted with had either been 
burnt down, or the proprietors had failed and given 
up business ; so that we, half-atarved tempest-tossed 
voyagersj found but aorry welcome after all our 
troubles. 

August 2&th. — My anxiety respecting the schooner 
was relieved by her arrival this day. Her lengthened 
detention had arisen from her last suit of sails having 
been blown literally to rags ; and her appearance 
indicated that fortune had not ceased to persecute 
her after I had quitted her. On comparing the 
tracks of the two Tessels, it appeared that they 
had both traversed nearly the same route. 

Every vessel that came from the westward this 
year experienced similar weather. Our passage 
was extended to eight-two days; that of the Jules 
Cesar was upwards of seventy ; and other traders 
and vessels of war, English and French, made 
equally bud passages. One of the first pieces of 
information I received on finding our agent (he had 
been burnt out) was, that the vessel we had trans- 
shipped our cargo in for Sydney had gone to the 
bottom ; part of the cargo (casks of oil) having been 
recognised by the brands, at an island on which they 
had been thrown up, some 600 or 700 miles to the 
westward of the Society Isles. As nothing has 
been seen or heard of the vessel, it is supposed that 
all hands must have perished. H. M. S, Favorite 
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sailed from Tahiti for Sydney shortly after the un- 
fortunate vessel above alluded to left Kaiatea ; she 
encountered dreadful weather, losing her boats, and 
it was reported that three of her men were washed 
overboard. Altogether this has been a most tem- 
pestuous season ; and I cannot help imagining that 
the comet must have had some influence on the 
weather. 
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Or, the Shell Cabinet arranged : being an Introduction to the modern System of Conchology; 
with a sketch of the Natural History of the Animals, an account of the Formation of tne 
Shells, andacomplete Descriptive List of the Families and Genera. By Agnes Catlow. 
Foolscap Svo. with 312 Woodcuts, 10«. 6d. cloth. 
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D KEW EDITIONS 



DHERNEY.-THE EXPEDITION FOR THE SURVEY OF THE RIVERS 

IDI-HKATBIl AND T1GHI8, tmlid no bignlr'ul lit BriUl* Rj-hhiubdi, IhlheT™™ 
iraS, laH.inlllB?. HvlJ>u.,-Ciil, rhMiiM, n.A.FR 8.. r^mmuiilFrol 'tt EimKUiI. 



JOHN CO AD'S MEMORANDUM. 

H*«ol<Ul0B Ip 1688. %jHikDC«d,DDF af ll 






COLTON.— LACON i OR, MANY THINOS IN FEW WORDS, 

CONVERSATIONS ON BOTANY. ^ 
CONVERSATIONS O 



CONYBEABE AND HOWBON.— THE LIFE AND EPISTLES OF ST. PAUL; 

",• It ccufir of f-Hlmllw li Parti, nrr/ alltrtiiu iMo.H, sricji.. emeii nf mUtt 
iI[U an ii»rniiri li lummflimin atmtil lirrtli FmrU, 

COOK— THE ACT! OF THE APOSTLES : 

AND FAMILIAR SERMONS. 



COPLAND.-A DICTIONARY OF PRACTICAL MEDICINE; 



indtd. BrJau" Coiilui'i 



'^ISiE^ 
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COULTER.-H^DVENTURES IN THE PAaFIC; 

With ObtenrAtion<inii the Natural Prodoctions, Manners and Castoma of theNatirea of the 
Tarioas Islands ; Remarks on the Missionaries, British and other Residenu, etc. By John 
Coulter, M.D. Post 8to. 7«. S''. cloth. 

CREST. -AN ENCYCLOP/EDIA OF CIVIL ENGINEERING, HISTORICAL, 
THKORKTICAL, and PRACTICAL. Bf Edward Cresf, F.S.A.C.E. Illastrated by upwards 
of Three Thousand Eiifrravings on Wood, explanatory of the Principles, Machinery, and Con- 
structions which come under the Direction of the Ciril Engineer. One large Volume 
8to. upwards of 1,600 pages, 3/.I3*. 6d. cloth. 

CROCKER'S ELEMENTS OF LAND SURVEYING. 

Fifth Edition, corrected throughout, and considerably improved and modernised, by 
T. G. Bunt, Lrfind Surveyor, Bristol. To which are added, TABLES OF 8IX*FIGURE 
LOGARITHMS, etc., superintended by Richard Farley, of the Nautical Almanac Establish- 
ment. PostSvo. 12«. cloth. 

*•* Mr. FarUp't Tables c/SUt'^igure Logarithmt may be had teparatelgf price 4a. M. 
DALE.— THE DOMESTIC LITURGY AND FAMILY CHAPLAIN: 

in Two Parts: the First Part being Church Services adapted for Domestic Use, with 
Prayers for every Day of the Week, selected exclusively from the Book of Common Ptayer. 
Part II. comprising an appropriate Sermon for every Sunday in the Year. By the Rev. 
Thomas Dale, M.A., Canon-Residentiary of St. Paul's Cathedral. 2d Edition. Post 4to. 
21« . cloth i or, bound by Hnyday, 31«. M. calf lettered ; fiO«. morocco. 

Separately:— 
THE FAMILY CHAPLAIN, price 12f. cloth. 
THE DOMESTIC LITURGY, price 10*. 6if. cloth. 

DE LA BECHE.— REPORT ON THE GEOLOGY OF CORNWALL, DEVON, 

AND WiSST SOMERSET. By Henry T. De la Beche, F.R.S. etc., Director of the Ordnance 
Geological Survey. Published by Order of the Lords Commissioners of H. M. Treasury. 
8vo. vnth Maps, Woodcuts, and 12 large Plates, 14«. cloth. 

DE STRZELECEI (P. E.)-PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF NEW SOUTH 

WALES AND VAN DIEMAN'S LAND. Accompanied by a Geological Map, Sections, 
and Diagrams, and Figfures of the Ori^anic Remains. By P. E. De Mrzelecki. 8vo. with 
coloured Map and numerous Plates, 24«. cloth. 

DIBDIN (THE REV. T. F.)-THE SUNDAY LIBRARY: 

Containing nearly One hundred Sermons by eminent Divines. With Notes, etc. by the 
Rev. T. F. Dibdin, D.D. 6 vols. foolscap 8vo. with 6 Portraits, 30«. cloth i neatly half-bound 
in morocco, with gilt edges, 3/. 12a. 6«. 

DISCIPLINE. 

By the Author of '* Letters to my Unknown Friends." **Twelve Years Ago,*' *'Some 
Passages from Modem History," and '* Letters on Happiness." 18mo. 2«. cloth. 

DOUBLEDAY AND HEWITSON'S BUTTERFLIES.— THE GENERA OF 

DIURNAL LEPIDOPTERA; comprising their Generic Characters— a Notice of the Habits 
and Transformations— and a Catalogue of the Species of each Genus. By Edward Double- 
day, Esq. F.L.S. etc., late Assistant in the Zoological Department of the British Museum. 
Continued byJ. O. Westwood, Esq. Illustrated with 75 coloured Plates, by W.C. Hewiuon, 
Esq. author of "British Oology." Imperial 4to., uniform with Gray and Mitchell's 
" Genera of Birds." 

*,* In course of publication, in Monthly Parts, St. each. The publication, which has been 
suspended for a fern months, in consequence of the death of Mr. Doubledap, is now resumed, 
and wilt be continued regularly until the completion of the work. 35 Parts are «•« published. 

DRESDEN GALLERY.— THE MOST CELEBRATED PICTURES OF THE 

ROYAL GALLERY at DRESDEN, drawn on Stone, from the Originals, by Franz 
Hanfstaengel i with Descriptive and Biographical Notices, in French and German. Nos. I. 
to LVI., imperial folio, each containing 3 Plates with accompanying Letter-press, price 
20*. to Subscribers; to Non-subscribers, 30«. Single Plates, 12«. each. 

*«• To be completed in four more numbers, price 20*. each, to Subscribers/ Nos. LI. to LX. 

containing each 3 Plates and Letterpress. 
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DUSLOF (JOHN),— THE HUTORY OF RCTION ! 



EABTLAKE— MATERJAUS FOR A HISTORY OF OIL PAIKTINC. 









THEENQLISHMAN'SOREEK COIUCORDANCE OF THE NEW TCSTA- 






B6TV08— THE VILLAGE NOTARY: 



EPHEMEBA.— THE Bi 






EPHEMERA.-A HAND-BOOK OF ANQUNC 



TStttajc riV niun^rrVolLlni, Boh™ HlUnt, ui a.finoii Fiiblni. Wilt Ikt Kuai^ 
ainar^at Ri.cr Rill. unLl lh> bcil Mirisi ol '^■"''!|^ """■ ^' Bpicnin. Ktw 

tM AN .—TRAVELS IN SIBERIA: 

'BBRIDGE.— THE APOSTOUCAL ACTS AND EPISTLES, 
Ui Bsok ol Btief.Hon, tlltt t ititr Sjrtio Te»i. Tnn.i.ifd. wUi rntrgpiiaii asd' 



PAREY.— TREATISE ON THE STEAM-ENGINE, 

Hiitoric^ Pnwtical, and UescriptWe. Br John Farey, Engineer. Illustrated with no- 
merons Woodcuts, and 25 Plates. 4to. 61. 6$. boards. 

FERGU8S0N.-AN HISTORICAL INQUIRY INTO THE TRUE PRIN- 
CIPLES OP BRAUPY IN ART, more especiaU^ with reference to ARCHITECTURE. 
By James Fergossoo, Esq., author of** An Essay on the Ancient Topography of Jerusalem," 
"Picturesque lllostratious of Ancient Architectare in Hindostan." etc. With five Steel 
Plates, a coloured Lithographic Engraying, and upwards of lUU Woodcuts. Imperial 8ro. 
30«. doth. 

FORESTER AND BIDDULPH.— NORWAY IN 1848 & 1849: 

Containing Rambles among the Fields and Fjords of the Central and Western Districts { 
and including Remarks on its Political, Military, Ecclesiastical, and Social Organisation. 
By Thumas t^rester, Esq. With ]<2xtracts from the Journals of Lieutenant M. 8. Biddulph, 
Royal Artillery. With a new coloured Map, Wood Engrarings, and Hi tinted Lithographic 
Plates from Dravrings made on the spot. dvo. 18«. cloth. 

FORSTER (REV. C.)->THE HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY OF ARABIA: 

Or, the Patriarchal ETldences of Revealed Religion. A Memoir, with lUnstratiTe Maps ana 
an Appendix, containing Translations. By the Rer. Charles Forster. 3 vols. Sro. 9D$. cloth. 

FOSS.— THE JUDGES OF ENGLAND: 

With Sketches of their Uves, and Miscellaneous Notices connected with theCourts at West- 
minster from the time of the Conquest. By Edward Foss, F.S.A., of the Inner Temple. 
Vols. Land II. 8to. 28«. cloth. 

F03TER.-.A HAND-BOOK OF MODERN EUROPEAN LITERATURE: 

British, Danish. Dutch, French, German, Hungarian, Italian, Polish and Russian, Por- 
tuguese, Spanish, and Swedish. With a full Biographical and Chronological Index. By Mrs. 
Foster. Foolscap t)vo. 8«. 6d. cloth. 

*•* The object of tU$ book <«, not $o much to give elaborate eritiei$mu on the variem 
writer$ in the lavguaget to whoie literature it i$ intended ataguide^ at to direct the ttuient 
to the best writert in eaeh^ and to inform him upon what tubjecti they have written. 

GIB60N.-HISTORY OF THE DECLINE AND FALL OF THE ROMAN 

EMPIRE. A new Edition, in One Volume ; with an Account of the Author's Life and 
Writings, by Alexander Chalmers, Esq. F.A.S. 8vo. with Portrait, 18*. cloth. 

*«* An Edition in 8 vot$. 8oo. 60«. boards. 

6ILBART.— A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON BANKING. 

By James William Gil bart, F.R.S. General Manager of the London and Westminster Bank. 
5th Edition, with Portrait of the Author, and View of the ** Loudon and Westminster Bank," 
Lothbury. 2 vols. 8vo. 24f . cloth. 

GOLDSMITH-THE POETICAL WORKS OF OLIVER GOLDSMITH. 

Illustrated by Wood Engravings, from Designs by Members of the Etching Club. Edited 
bv Bolton Corney, Esq. Square crown 8vo., uniform with '* Thomson's Seasons," '2ls. 
cloth; or 86«. bound in morocco, by Uayday. 

GOWER.— THE SCIENTIFIC PHENOMENA OF DOMESTK^ LIFE FAMIUARLY 

EXPLAINED. By Charles Foote Gower. New Edition. FoolscapSvo. with Engravings 
on Wood, 6s. cloth. 

GRAHAM.- ENGLISH; OR, THE ART OF COMPOSITION 

explained in a Series of Instructions and Examples. By G. F. Graham. New Edition, re- 
vised and improved. Foolscap 8vo. 6«. cloth. 

GRANT (MRS.)-LETTERS FROM THE MOUNTAINS. 

Being the Correspondence with her Friends, between the years 1773 and 1803. By Mrs. 
Grant, of La^:an. 6th Edition. Edited, with Notes and Adclitions, by her Son, J. P. Grant, 
Esq. 2 vols, post 8vo. 21«. cloth. 



GRANT {MRS.)-MEMOIR AND CORRESPONDENCE OF THE LATE 

MRS. GRANT, of Laggan, author of ** Letters from the Mountains," etc. Edited by her 
Son, J. P.Grant, Esq. New Edition. 3 vols, post 8vo. Portrait, 1/. ll«.64f. cloth. 



NEW WOUKS A 



ORAY AMD HITCBELL'S ORNITHOLOGY.— THE QCNERA OF Big 






HALL-3 (SIDNEY) GENERAL LARGE LIBRARY ATLAS OF FIFI 

SIDNEY HALL'S RAILWAY MAP OF ENGLAND AND WALES. 

HARRIgON.— ON THE RISE, PROGRESS, AND PRESENT STRUC; 
HARRY HI EOVEB.— STABLE TALK AND TABLE TALK ; 



HAHHY HrBOTER.-THE *TUD, FOR PRACTICAL PURPOSE! 
HARRY HIEOVER.— THE POCKET AND THE STUDi 






HAYDON {B. R.)— LECTURES ON PAINTING A 
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HEAD.— HISTORICAL MEMOIRS OF CARDINAL PACCA, 

Prime Minister to Pope Pius VII. Written bv Himself. Translated from the Italian, hj Sir 
George Head, autlior of *VRome: a Tour of Manj Days." 3 vols, post 8to. 2U. clotli. 



SIR GEORGE HEAD.-ROME: A TOUR OF MANY DAYS. 

By Sir George Head. 3 vols. 8to. 86i. cloth. 

SIR JOHN HERSCHEL.— OUTLINES OF ASTRONOMY. 

By Sir John F. W. Herschel, Bart. etc. New Edition ; with Plates and EngraTingt on Wood. 
8to.18«. cloth. 

MRS. HEY.— THE MORAL OF FLOWERS j 

Or, Thoughts gathered from the Field and the Garden. By Mrs. Hey. Being a New 
Edition of *' The Moral of Flowers ;" and consisting of Poetical Thoughts on Gwdea and 
Field Flowers, accompanied by Drawings beautifully coloured after Nature. Sauare crown 
8to. uniform in sixe with '* Thomson's Seasons illustrated by the Etching Club." 21*. cloth. 

MRS. HEY.-SYLVAN MUSINCS: 

Or, the Spirit of the Woods. By Mrs. Hey. Being a New Edition of " The Spirit of the 
Woods t" and consisting of Poetical Thoughts on Forest Trees, accompanied by Drawings 
of Blossoms and Foliage, beautifully coloured after Nature. Square crown Sro. uniform In 
sixe with ** Thomson's Seasons illustrated by the Etching Club.*' 21i. cloth. 

HINTS ON ETIQUETTE AND THE USAGES OF SOCIETY: 

With a Glance at Bad HabiU. By AyotySs. ''Manners malie the Man.'' NewEdition, 
revised (with additions) by a Lady of Ran It. Foolscap 8T0.2«.6<f. cloth. 

HOARE— A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON THE CULTIVATION OF THE 

GRAPE VINE ON OPEN WALLS. ByClementHuare. NewEdition. 8T0.7«.6rf. cloth. 

HOARE.— A DESCRIPTIVE ACCOUNT OF A NEW METHOD OF 

PLANTING AND MANAGING THE ROOTS OF GRAPE VINES. Br Clement Hoare, 
author of ** A Treatise on the Cultivation of the Grape Vine on Open Walls." 12mo. 6«. cl. 

HOOK (DR. W. F.)-THE LAST DAYS OF OUR LORD'S MINISTRY; 

A Course uf Lectures on the principal Events of Passion Weelc. By Walter Farquhar Hooic, 
D.D., Vicar of Leeds, Prebendary of Lincoln, and Cliaplain in Ordinary to the Queen. New 
Edition. Foolscap 8vo. 6«. cloth. 

HOOKER.— KEW GARDENS ; 

Or a Popular Guide to the Royal Botanic Gardens of Kew. By Sir William Jaclcson Hoolcer, 
K.H. D.C.L. F.R.A. & L.S. etc. etc. Director. New Edition ; with unmerous Wood 
Engravings. 16mo. price Ctf. sewed. 

HOOKER AND ARNOTT.— THE BRITISH FLORA; 

Comprising the Phnnogamons or Flowering Plants , and the Kerns. The Sixth Edition, with 
Additions and Corrections, and numerous Figures, illustrative of the Umbelliferous Plants, 
the Composite Plants, the Grasses, and the Ferns. By Sir W. J. Hoolcer, F.R.A. and L.S. 
etc., and G. A. Wallter Arnott, LL.D. F.L.S. and R.S. Ed. ; Regius Professor of Botany in 
the University of Glasgow. In One very thiclc Volume, 12mo. with 12 Plates, price lit. cloth; 
or with the Plates coloured, 21«. cloth. 

HORNE (THE REV. T. H.)-AN INTRODUCTION TO THE CRITICAL 

STUDY AND KNOWLEDGE OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. By the Rev. Thomas 
Hartwell Home, B.D. of St. John's College, Cambridge. New Edition, revised and corrected . 
S vols. 8to. with Maps and Fac-similes, Si. 3«. cloth ; or 6/. bound in calf by Hayday. 



HORNE (THE REV. T. H.)— A COMPENDIOUS INTRODUCTION TO THE 
STUDY OF THE BIBLE. By the Rev. Thomas Hartwell Home, B.D. of St. John's College, 
Cambridge. Being an Analysis of his "Introduction to the Critical Study and Knowledge of 
the Holy Scriptures." NewEdition. 12mo. with Maps and Engravings, 9«. boards. 

HOWITT.— THE CHILDREN'S YEAR. 

By Mary Howitt. With Four Illustrations, engraved by John Absolon, from Original 
Designs by^nna Mary Howitt. Square 16mo. 5i. cloth. 
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1 4 NEW WORKS ABD NEW EDITIONS 

HOWllT.— THE BOY'S COUNTRY BOOK: 

HOWITT— VISITS TO REMARKABLE PLACES; 

rattwr. ilrVlMMBaliiriu. NnEllUsD. UtdluiDB'g.tllhtSwawl 
tECOND SBRUS. rUilTliiIhiCiniDHlior DtmHA 
HddU ilDDilki BORDER, ffllh iifwvdi of «U|^ 

HOWITT.— THE RURAL LIFE OF ENGLAND. 

HOWITT— THE RURAL AND DOMESTIC LIFE OF GERMANY: 

HO WBON.— SUNDAY EVENING: 

HDIaudUlg; 3. TblTtmeruU «VIitoi|L t. Durrilkir'! Bniliim', i.SpLritiuI Mar 
lililidihlTnTiIlm 10. BI.'A<>ilniit 1 [. Tbe Ome or L^imi i 13. Thi BntunellDn W 
BiKlr. Bilbi Her. J. S.Bdohiii. H.A., Priiclialof Ibi CiIIhUi iDitUsUuo.Llnii 
udChnrliliiliillHDiiIiiiidliAeiLiud. riH^iurSia.li.ul. clolb. 



H0MBOLDT.— ASPECTS OF NATURE, 
BARON HUMBOLOrS COSMOS; 






HUMPHBETB.— THE BOOK OF RUTH, 



PUBLISHED BT MESSRS. LONGMAN AMD GO. 1^ 



HUMPHREYS.-MAXIMS AND PRECEPTS OF THE SAVIOUR: 

Beingf a Selection of the most beaatiful Christian Precepts contained in the Four Gospels ; 
illustrated by a series of Illuminations of origfinal cliaracter, founded on the Passages— 
*' Behold the Fowls of the Air," etc., " Consider the LUies of the Reld,'' etc. The 
Illuminations executed by Henry Noel Humphreys. Square fbolscftp 8to. 21*. richly bound 
in stamped calf ; or 30s. in morocco, by Hayday. 

HUMPHREYS.— THE MIRACLES OF OUR SAVIOUR. 

With rich and appropriate Borders of original Design, a series of Illuminated Finuresof 
the Apostles, from the Old Masters, six Iltumlnated Miniatures, and other Embellishments. 
The Illuminations executed br Henry Noel Humplureys. Square fooUcmp 8to. in massire 
carved covers, 2U.| or bound in morocco, by Hayday,80a. 

HUMPHREYS.— PARABLES OF OUR LORD. 

Riclily Illuminated, with appropriate Borders, printed in colours and In black and gold; 
with a Design from one of the early German Enffravers. The Illuminations executed by 
Henry Noel Humphreys. Square foolscap 8to.21<. in a massive carved binding; or 90*. 
bound in morocco. 

HUMPHREYS AND JONES. -THE ILLUMINATED BOOKS OF THE 

MIDDLE AGES : a series of Fac-similes of the most beautiful MSS. of the Middle Aires, 
printed in gold, silver, and colours, by Owen Jones ; selected and described by Henry Noel 
HumphrevB. Elegantly bound in antique calf: royal folio, 10/. 10«.; imperial folio (large 
paper), l6/. 16<. 

HUNT.-RESEARCHES ON LIGHT: 

An Examination of all the Phenomena connected with the Chemical and Molecular Changes 
produced by the Influence of the Solar Rays ; embracine all the known Photographic Pro- 
cesses, and new Discoveries in the Art. By Robert Hunt, Keeper of Mining Records, 
Museum of Economic Geology. 8vo .with Plate and Woodcuts, 10« . 6d. cloth . 

JAMESON (MRS.}— LEGENDS OF THE MONASTIC ORDERS: 

As represented in the Fine Arts. Forming the Second Series of ** Sacred and legendary 
Art." In One Volume, square crown 8vo., illustrated with 11 Etchings by the Author, and 
84 Woodcuts, 28«. cloth. 

*•* To be followed bjf **Legend$ of the Madonnaf" by tke,iame Author ^ timilarlyilluttrated. 
JAMESON (MRS.)— SACRED AND LEGENDARY ART. 

Or, Legends of the Saints and Martyrs. By Mrs. Jameson, author of ** Legends of the 
Monastic Orders," ** Characteristics of Women," etc. The Second Edition, complete in 
One Volume, with numerous Wood Kngravings, and 16 Etchings by the Author, square 
crown Svo. price 28«. cloth. 

** To all who have teen or who contemplate $eeing the early art of Italy t these volumes will 
be at neeeitarp a handbook as any of Murray's. Bven to thote who vitit onlv our own 
National Gallery^ Mrs. Jameton't essay will be interesting, for it will give them a vatt 
quantity of information they did not posieii before, and which will add incalculably to the 
pleature with which they will inipect the pictnret of the Old Mnitert— often perfectly unin- 
telligible without such an CMpkutation of them as is here given."— Critic. 

JEBB.-A LITERAL TRANSLATION OF THE BOOK OF PSALMS; 

Intended to illustrate their Poetical and Moral Structure. To wliich are added. Disserta- 
tions on the word "Selah," and on the Authorship, Order, Titles, and Poetical Features 
of the Psalms. By the Rev. John Jebb, A.M., Rector of Peterstow. 2 vols. Svo. 21*. cloth. 

JEFFREY (LORD).-CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE EDINBURGH REVIEW. 

By Francis Je£Frey, late one of the Judges in the Court of Session in Scotland. 2dEdition. 
3 vols. Svo. 42«. cloth. 

BISHOP JEREMY TAYLOR'S ENTIRE WORKS : 

With the Life of Bishop Heber. Revised and corrected by the Rev. Charles Page Eden, 
Fellow of Oriel College, Oxford. Vols. II. III. IV. V. VI. and VII. Svo. 10*. M. each, cloth. 

%* In course of publication in 10 vols, price half-a-guinea each. Vol. I. (the last in order 
of publication) wilt contain Bishop Heber s Life of Jeremy Taylor, estended by the Editor. 

[Fol. Flit, is %n the press. 

JOHNSON.— THE WISDOM OF THE RAMBLER, ADVENTURER, AND 

IDLER. Comprising a Selection of 110 of the best Essays. By Samuel Johnson, LL.D. 
Foolscap Svo. 7'* cloth. 
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Iti NEW WOBSa iKD NEW EDITIONS 

lOHNSOK.-THE FARMER'S ENCYCLOPEDIA, 



SIR ROBERT KANE.- ELEMENTS OF CHEMISTRV, 



SAY.~THE SOCIAL CONDITION AND EDUCATION OF THE PEC 



ItBi di^i«ir-u-L» 1 iDd UuThtiIUbi OukclofgV iti u'lli^^ 



KENT.— ALETHEIA i 

KINDBRSLEY.— THE VERY JOYOUS, PLEASANT, AND REFRESHINfi* 

THEREV.DR.W.I.KIP.— THE EARLY 



EIRBT AND SF&NCE.— AN INTRODUCTION TO ENTOMOLOGY: 
I.. E. L.— THE POETICAL WORKS OF LETITIA ELIZABETH LANDON i 

LAI NO.— OBSERVATIONS ON THE SOCIAL AND P0UT1CAL STATE 
lUOK.— THE FOUNTAIN OF ARETHUSA. 



I^RDNBH-8 CABINS CYCLOPEDIA; 

atillt ^ atrial of Ot1|Iiu1 Work* aa HlilDrr, btafmpiij. H 



«..ur'>trull»o°Op<i^i I 
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S.PlillUpi'iTni, aJiOiolDn 



NEW WOBKB AND MBW EDITIONS 
LATHAM. -ON DISEASES OF THE HEART. 



LEE,-ELEMENT5 OF NATURAL HISTORY) OR, FIRST PRINCI 

SUE I C.R.)— MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE OF JOHN CONSTABLE, ES(}. || 
LETTERS ON HAPPINESS, 



LORIMEH,- LETTERS TO A YOUNC MASTER MARINER 
LOUDON.— THE AMATEUR GARDENER'S CALENDAR; 

LOUDON.— THE LADY'S COUNTRY COMPANION! 

Oi, Ho. to Knjor • CnooliT LHt flsHnnUlr. HvMri, London, iiollmiol "Oin 
L>dlii,''«E- NewIdlUoD. Fiuli«pS>D„wlt1iPUIiiad Wimdfiiu, ;i. M.clnt 

LOCSON'B SELF -INSTRUCTION FOR YOUNC CARDEhERS, 






lOUDON'B ENCYCLOPiCOIA OF TREES, AND SHRUBS; 



LOOOOH'S ENCVCLOP>EDIA OF CARDENINC; 



iBfln •^Cooaulri; ud ■ HuLTtcttftl Y3a>r uf U» PreiCU Mala i itHh Su||»ailaaa (aj tu 
hnqdnd ^ii|ia*lijga en Wood by Bnoautn- Ah ntivelr N» Udtl^on USUI, aoT- 



LODDON-8 ENCVCLOCXDIA OF AGRICULTURE; 
LOnDON'S ENCYCLOPjEDIA of PLANTS; 



■S ENCYCLOPiEDtA OF 






Hooka, KarDiarin. CaDntnrlnna, Fbl>llt: HoDRi,FajocfJ^ sv>iaQli,aic. I iriihlharaqulriiB 
FlulDEi-op.nifuTei. mill FBrvtlDic, and apornrEataOAEfli.Oardoiii, and IJardrDarajierTi 
eacli Diiin •[cDoiulM t>t AnalrHci] and CrlHciJ Riioarlti. Bvl. C. Loaloii, F.I..S. 
alF. Nc«^(diHaa,illladli/Hii.toodoi. »ro.wltb BOii^ltiaDl.UOKxmTltaiiiaHrood, 






LOW.— ON <-ArOE0 PROPERTY, AND THE U^ONOMY OF ESTATES; 



,OW."ON THE DOMESTICATED 



OF GREAT BRITAIN, 






LOW .-ELEMENTS OF PRACTICAL AGRICULTURE; 



HACAULAY.-THE NHTORY OF ENGLAND. 



NEW WOBKS iBD SEW EDITIONS 
lACAULAY.-cmTICAl. AND HISTORICAL ESSAYS COMrniBUTEl 

Y.-tAVS OF ANCtENT ROME. 



MACKINTOSH'S (SIR JAMES; MISCELLANEOUS WORKS; 



M'CULLOCH.— A DICTIONARY. GEOGRAPHICAL^ STATISTICAL, ^ 

Brl.B.H'C>A»ik.KH|. lUimnUd ^HiU|i M«ii. Niw BdlUm (ISHJJ, cm 
•.* ?• nurii n/fwtntMliM la nVRtVE HONTHLV PARTS, i«t cinli'aliir u 

«'CULLOCH.-A "ICTiONAgV. PRACTICALj^ navldation*'"' ^*^ 



M-CULLOCH.— A TREATISE ON THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICAL 
MADAME DE MALQU^T: 

MAITLAND.— THE APOSTLES' SCHOOL OF PROPHETIC INTEHPRETA7 
MAITLAND.-THE CHURCH IN THE CATACOMBS: 
MAUCET,-<:ONVERBATI0(NB ON CHEMISTRY; 



MA RCBT.— CONVERSATIONS ON POLFTICAL ECONOMVi 



MABCET— CONVERSATIONS ON LAND AND WATER. 



MAKRYAT (CAPT.l-HASTERMAN READY; 



i 



HARRY AT.— THE MISSION ) 



ON THE PHYSICAL PHENOMENA OF 






MAUNDER'S TREASURY OF NATURAL H 
KAUNDER'B TREASURY OF KNOWLEOCE, 



I 






BIOGRAPHICAL TREASURY: 



MERIVALB— A HBTORY OF THE ROMAMS UNDER THE EMPIRE, 
HILNSB (REV. I. AND I.] — THE HIBTORV OF THE CHURCH i 

MirCHBLL,— JOURNAL OF AN EXPEDITION INTO THE 



MONTOOMBRY'S (JAUE6) POETICAL WORKS. 



MOORE. —HEALTH. DISEA^, AND REMEDY, 



MOORE.— THE USE OF THE BOOY IN RELATION TO THE MIND 
MOORE.— MAN AND HIS MOTIVES. 
MOORE'9 POETICAL WORKS} 

TOOMAS MOORE-B SONCS, BALLADS. AND SACRED SONC5. 



.KHSD BI UBUM. LONOUAN iHO C 

MOOBE-S IRISH MELODIES. 

RISH MELDDIE 
MOOSE'S LALLA ROOKH: AN ORIENTAL RONtANCE. 

HOOR&'S LALLA ROOKH I AN ORIENTAL ROMANCE. 
UOBELL.—THE PHILOSOPHY OF RELICION, 



MOSELSY.— ILLUSTRATIONS OF PRACTICAL MECHANFC5. 









MECKER DE SAUSSURE.—T'ROCRESSIVE 



OWEN JONES.— FRUrrS FROM THE GARDEN AND THE flEU>. 



OWEN JONED'SILLUMINATEDEDITIONOFTHE SERMON ONTHCMi 
OWEN JONES'S ILLUMINATED EDITION OF THE MARRIAGE SERVICES 



OWEN JONES'S ILLUMINATED E 



F SOLOMON'6 S( 



::.'.'^,;?'" 



OWEN JONBS'S TRANSLATION OF D'AClNCOURT-SHSTpRrOF/l 

OWEN. - LECTURES ON THE COMPARATIVE ANATOMY AND Pi 

OLUOIorTHSINVIKTKBBilTErtNIMAI.H, diUnr-filitlbe Rd|iI CdUiids (».___ 
IDIUI. Bf UrlKHlOwiii, F.B.S.HiuitiiiiuVntcHiiru IhctolJcii, tKuNslailfll 
brWIlUim WbiiiCiaiiiii,^,K.C^. tai riiUia by FnliMoi Uten. Wllb Slsn^^ 

OWEN — LE 

PALEY<S EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIAMrTYj AND HOR^ PAUUIIJ 

FAB KES.— DOMESTIC DUTIES; 



PUBLISHED BY MESSRS. LONGMAN AND CO. 25 



PASCAL— THE PROVINCIAL LETTERS OF PASCAL: 

With an " Essay on Pascal, cuusidered as a Writer and Moralist." By M. Villemain, Peer 
of France, late Minister of Public Instruction, etc. Newly Translated from the Frencli, 
with Memoir, Notes, and Appendix, by George Pearce, Esq. PostSro. 8f. 6d. cloth. 

PASCAL—THE MISCELLANEOUS WRITINGS OF PASCAL. 

Consisting of Correspondence with Relatires and Friends; Letter on the Death of his 
Father, in a complete state, from original Sourtes; Philosophical Treatises; Discourse on 
the *' Passion of Love" (lately discovered) ; Essay on the Art of Persuasion, and Notes on 
Eloquence and Style ; Conversatioas— on the Condition of the Ureat, etc. ; Detached 
Thoughts and Notes, etc. etc. i the greater Part uever before published in this Country, and 
large Portions from original Manuscripts. Arranged and Translated from the French 
Edition of M. P. Faug^re, with Introduction, Editorial Notices, Notes, etc., by George 
Pearce, Esq. Post 8vo. ft*. 6<f. cloth. 

PASCAL'S THOUGHTS ON RELIGION, AND EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY. 

Newlv translated and arranged, with large Additions, from Original Manuscripts, from the 
Frencn Edition of Mons. P.Faugfere: with Introduction, Notes, etc. BvG, Pearce, Esq. 
Forming the Third and concluding Volume of Mr. Pearce's Translation of Pascal's Work*. 
Post 8vo. 8s. 6d. cloth. 

PEREIRA.— A TREATISE ON FOOD AND DIET: 

With Observations on the Dietetical Regimen suited for Disordered States of the Digestive 
Organs ; and an Account of the Dietaries of some of the principal Metropolitan and other 
Establishments for Paupers, Lunatics, Criminals, Children, the Sick, etc. By Jon. Pereira, 
M.D.F.R.S.,authorof *'ElemeutsofMateriaMedica." 8vo.l6«. cloth. 

PESCHEL (C. F.)— ELEMENTS OF PHYSICS, 

By C.F. Peschel, Principal of the Royal Military College, Dresden, etc. etc. Translated 
from the German, with Notes, by E. West. 3 vols. fcap. 8vo. with Woodcuts, 21«. cloth. 

r Part 1. The Physics of Ponderable Bodies. Frap.8vo.7<.6if. cloth. 
Separately/ Part II. Imponderable Bodies (Liffht, Heat, Magnetism, Electricity, 
(^ and Electro-Dynamics) . 2 vols. fcap. 8vo. 13«. 6d. cloth. 

PHILU PS— FIGURES & DESCRIPTIONS OF THE PAL>EOZOIC FOSSILS OF 

CORNWALL, DEVON, and WEST SOMERSET; observed in the course of the Ordnance 
Geological Survey of that District. By John Phillips, F.R.S. F.G.S. etc. Published by 
Order of the I^rds Commissioners of U. M. Treasury. 8vo. with ^ Plates, comprising 
very numerous Figures, 9«. cloth. 

PHILLIPS.— AN ELEMENTARY INTRODUCTION TO MINERALOGY; 

Comprising a Notice of the Characters, Properties, and Chemical Constitution of Minerals: 
with Accounts of the Places and Circumstances in which they are found. By William 
Phillips, F.L.S. M.G.S.etc. A New Edition, corrected, enlarged, and improved, by W. H. 
Miller, M. A. F.R.S. Professor of Mineralogy in the University of Cambridge. 8vo. with 
numerous Wood Engravings. [Jn thrprei». 

PLCNKETT.— THE PAST AND FUTURE OF THE BRITISH NAVY. 

By Captain the Hon. E. Plunkett, R.N. 2d Edition, corrected and enlarged; with Notes, 
and New Information communicated by several Officers of Distinction. Post 8vo. 8f. 6</. 

PORTLOCK. -REPORT ON THE GEOLOGY OF THE COUNTY OF 

LONDONDERRY, and of Parts of Tyrone and Fermanagh, examined and described under 
the Authority of the Master-General and Board ofOrdnance. By J.E.Portlock,F.R.S.etc. 
8vo. with 48 Plates, 24t. cloth. 

POWER.— SKETCHES IN NEW ZEALAND, 

with Pen and Pencil. By W. Tyrone Power. D.A.C.G. From a Journal kept in that Conn- 
try, from July 1846 to June 1848. With 8 Plates and 3 Woodcuts, from Drawings made on 
the spot. Post 8vo. 12t. cloth. 

PYCROFT.— THE COLLEGIAN'S GUIDE : 

Or, Recollections of College Days; setting forth the Advantages and Temptations of a 
University Education. By the Rev. James Pycroft, B.A., author of "A Course of English 
Reading," etc. Post 8vo. 10«.6rf. cloth. 

PYCROFT.— A COURSE OF ENGLISH READING; 

Adapted to every Taste and (capacity. With Literary Anecdotes. By the Rev. James 
Pycroft, B.A.,author of ** The Collegian's Guide," etc. New Edition. I>cap.8vo.5«. cloth. 



m 



BANKE (PROPBHSORL-RANKE'S hflSTORY OF THE REFORMATION. 



.DRR (TUOMAS).~TIME TABLES, CONSISTING DE 363 TABLES, 



[CH.— THE ILLUSTRATED COMPANION TO THE LATIN DICTIONARY 

ICHTBR.— LEVANA ; OR, THE DOCTRINE OF EDUCATION. 
RIDDLE'-A COPIOUS AND CRinCAL LATN-ENCUSH LEXICON. 

title. HJL; inl^'gV ■'A°Ciim|il'™ llun.EDiHih "d ^"^lib.Li^ii DicHoii^," 
RccliiluHciI ChioDDkifTi" 'I^ ^i" *'••■ •lUu'n wlik ■■Vs^i'i Enallib unak Lml- 

RIDDLE.-A COMPLETE LATIN-ENCUSH AND ENCUSH-LATIN DK- 

!fl.ff«(l|.-Tli.Knillili-L4tlnDl,*dd.Tr,10..ai,:.fc.L.H-E.,:i.liDitllon«T, Sli. 

RIDDL^— A DIAMOND LATIN -ENGLISH DICTIONARY. 



RIVERS.~THE ROSE 



ROBINSON.— THE WHOLE ART OF MAKING BRITISH WINES, 
ROBINSON (JAMES).- THE WHOLE ART OF CURING, PtCKUNQ, 

id SHUKINII HEAT ind Hlfn, hoik in Uit BrlUlh lull Tt^rln NoJH, Wllh mur 
hFdI Uluilluemii RmIiici, ind Igll Nicrilrsi toe ibi Cciuitracrlcii of iP EcgpciUEiLl 



RONALDS.— THE FLY- FISHER'S ENTOMOLOGY. 

Illuatraterl by coloured Representations of the Natural and Artificial Insect; and accompanied 
by a few Obserrations and Instructions relatire to Truut-aud-Grayllng Klshingi Bj Alfred 
Ronalds. Fourth Edition, corrected i with 30 Copperplates. 8to. 14«. cloth. 

ROWTON (P.)-THE DEBATER; 

Being a Series of complete Debates, Outlines of Debates, and Questions for Discussion. 
With ample references to the best sources of information upon each particular topic. By 
Frederic Rowton, Lecturer on General Literature. Foolscap ttro. 6*. cloth. 

8ANDF0RD (REV. JOHN).-PAROCHIAUA, 

Or Church, School, and Parish. By the Rct. John Sandford, B.D. Vicar of Dnnchnrchf 
Chaplain to the Lord Bishop of Worcester, Hon. Canon of Worcester, and Rural Dean. 
8to. with numerous Woodcuts, 16«. cloth. 

SCHLEIDEN.— PRINCIPLES OF SCIENTIFIC BOTANY ; 

or. Botany as an Inductire Science. By Dr. M. J.tichleiden, Extraordinary Professor of 
Botany in the Unirersity of Jena. Trannlated by Edwin Lankester, M.D., F.L.S., Lecturer 
on Botany at the St. George's School of Medicine, London. 8to. with Plates and Woodcuts, 
21«. cloth. 

SCOFFERN.— THE MANUFACTURE OF SUGAR, 

in the Colonies and at Home, chemically considered. By John Scoffem, M.B. Lond., late 
Professor of Chemistry at the Aldersgate School of Medicine. 8to. with Illustrations (one 
coloured) , 10«. 6d. cloth. 

SEAWARD.—SIR EDWARD SEA WARD'S NARRATIVE OF HIS SHIPWRECK, 

and consequent Discovenrof certain Islands in the Caribbean Sea: with a Detail of many 
extraordinary and highly interesting Events in his Life, from 1733 to 1749, as written in his 
own Diary. Edited by Miss Jane Porter. NewEdition. 2 toIs. post 8to.21«. cloth. 

SEWELL.— AMY HERBERT. 

By a Lady. Edited by the Rev. William Sewell,B.D., Fellow and Tutor of Exeter Col- 
lege, Oxford. NewEdition. 2 vols, foolscap 8to. 9*. cloth. 

SEWELL.-THE EARL'S DAUGHTER. 

By the Author of *'Amy Herbert," <*Gertrnde,*' **Laneton Parsonage," *' Margaret Per- 
ciTal," and "The Child's History of Rome." Edited by the Rev. William 8ewell,B.D., 
Fellow and Tutor of Exeter College, Oxford. 2 vols, foolscap 8to. 9s. cloth. 

SEWELL.— GERTRUDE. 

A Tale. By the author of *'Amy Herbert." Edited by the Rer. William Sewell, B.D., 
Fellow and Tutor of Exeter Collef^, Oxford. New Edition, 2 vols, foolsci^ 8to. 9s. cloth. 

SEWELL.— LANETON PARSONAGE : 

A Tale for Children, on the practical use of a portion of the Church Catechism. By the 
author of '• Amy Herbert," Edited by the Rer. W. Sewell, B.D., Fellow and Tutor of 
Exeter College, Oxford. NewEdition. 8 vols. leap. 8to.16«. cloth. 

SEWELL.— MARGARET PERCIVAL. 

By the Author of *' Amy Herbert." Edited by the Rev. W. Sewell, B.D., Fellow and Tutor 
of Exeter College, Oxford. New Edition. 3 vols, foolsci^ 8to. 12s. cloth. 

SHAKSPEARE, BY BOWDLER. 

THE FAMILY SHAKSPEARE, in whichnothlngisadded to the Original Text ( butthose 
Words and Expressions are omitted which cannot with propriety be read aloud. By T. 
Bowdler, Esq. F.R.8. New Edition.. 8vo. with 36 Illustrations after Smirke, etc., 21«. 
cloth i or, without Illustrations, 8 voU. 8vo. 4/. 144. 6tf. boards. 

SHORT WHIST: 

Its Rise, Progress, and Laws; with the recent Decisions of the CIubs,and Observations to 
make any one a Whist Player. Containiua also the Laws of Piauet, Cassino. Ecarte, Cribbage, 
Backgammon. By Major A • • * • • NewEdition. Towhick are added, PreceptsforTyros. 
ByMrs.B** *** Foolsciy>8vo.3«. cloth, gilt edges. 

SINCLAIR.-SIR EDWARD GRAHAM. 

By Catherine Sinclair, author of '* Modem Accomplishments," etc. 3 volt, post 8vo. 
3I<.M. boards. 
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BINCLAIB^THE BUSWESB^ OF LIFE. 
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THE WORKS OF THE REV. SVDNEV SNirTH. 

li l.lm hf W.Dnmliich. •nif^VIn alCimlH VIonT RicioiT.tliininfi. 8qu>n mm Bid. 






BM1TH.-ELEMEWTARY SKETCHES OF MORAL PHILOSOPHY, 






SMITH— SERMONS PREACHED AT ST. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL, 






SMITH.— THE VOYflCe AND SHIPWRECK OF SAINT PAUL ! 

•,»>. UiMt'Uil.'D'on tb. tiou.c..»lib= WriUDg. Disi.Lukc, .nd ib. Sblpi udN»lf.Hin 
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THE REUOON Of ANCIENT BRITAIN HISTORICALLY CONSIDERED! 
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SOME PASSAGES FROM MODERN HISTORY. 
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SOUTHEY— THE LIFE AND CORRESPONDENCE OF THE LATE ROBERT 

SOUTHRY. Edited by his Son, the Rer. Charles CuthbertSouthey, M.A. To be completed 
in Six Volumes, each containing a Family Portrait, and a Landscape Illustration by 
W. Westall. Vols. l.toV.are nowready; Vol.VI. will be published at the end of September. 

SOUTH KY'S COMMON- PLACE BOOK. 

Kdited by his Son-in-Law, the Rev. John Wood Warier. Firtt Seriea, comprising CHOICE 
PASSAGES. Moral, Religions, Political, Philosophical. Historical, Poetical, and Miscella- 
neous ; and COLLECTIONS for the History of Manners and Literature in England. Form- 
ing a Toliime complete in itself. New Edition ; with medallion Portrait of Southey. Square 
crown 8to. 18s. cloth. 

SOUTHEY'S COMMON- PLACE BOOK- 

Edited by his Sou-in Law, the Rev. John Wood Waiter, B.D. Second Serie$, being 
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS ; comprising, 1.— EeclesiaKticals, or Notes and Extracts on 
Theological Subjects ; 2. — Collections concerning Cromwell's Age ; 3.— Spanish and Portu- 
guese Literature ; 4.— Middle Ages, etc. ; 5 —Notes for the History of the Religious Orders ; 
6.— Orientalia, or Eastern and Mahommedan Collections ; 7> — American Tribes : Incidental 
and Miscellaneous Illustrations ; 8. — Physica, or Remarkable Facts in Natural History s and 
9.— Curious Facts, quite Miscellaneous. Forming a Volume complete in itself. Square 
crown Sto. 18s. cloth. 

SOUTHEY'S COMMON- PLACE BOOK. 

Kdited by his Son-in-Law, the Rev. J. W. Warter, B.D. Third Seriet^ bping ANALY- 
TICAL READINGS One very large Volume, double columns, square crown 8vo. price 
One Guinea. 

" We are ditpoted to think this the matt important and useful seriet ofSouthey^s Cotnmon 
place Books which hat yet been make public . . . This book vilt indicate sources and kinds of 
information knoun but to untiring and universal students^ such as Southey loas."— Examiner. 

•«• The Fourth and concluding Series, comprising ORIGINAL MEMORANDA, Literary 
and Miscellaneous, accumulated by Mr. Southey in the vhote course of his personal and 
literary career ^ is in the press, 

SOUTHEY— THE DOCTOR, ETC. 

By the late Robert Southey. Complete in One Volume. Edited by the Anthor*s Son-in- 
Law, the Rev. John Wood Warter. With Portrait, Vignette Title-page, Bust of the Author, 
and Coloured Plate. New Edition. Square crown 8vo. 2U. cloth. 

SOUTHEY.— THE LIFE OF WESLEY, 

And Rise and Progpress of Methodism. By Robert Southey, Esq. LL.D. New Edition, with 
Notes by the late Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Esq., and Remarks on the Life and Character 
of John Wesley, by the late Alexander Knox, Esq. Edited by the Rev. Charles Cuthbert 
Southey, M Jl. 2 vols.Svo. with two Portraits, ll.8«. cloth. 

ROBERT SOUTHEY'S COMPLETE POETICAL WORKS: 

Containing allthe Author's last Introductions and Notes. Complete in One Volume, 24«. M., 
with Portrait and Vignette, uniform with Byron's and Moore's Poetical Works. Medium 8vo. 
2U. cloth; 42«. bound in morocco, byHayday. Or in 10 vols.foolscapSvo. with Portrait «nd 
19 Plates, 2/. lOs.; morocco, 4/. 10«. 

SOUTHEY.-SELECT WORKS OF THE BRITISH POETS S ^ „ ^ „ ^, 

From Chaucer to Withers. With Biographical Sketches, by H. Southey, LL.D. Medium 
8vo. 30«. cloth ; or, with gilt edges, 31«. 6d. 

STEEL'S SHIPMASTER'S ASSISTANT. 

Compiled for the use of Merchants, Owners and Masters of Ships. Officers of Customs, and 
all Persons connected with Shipping or Commerce ; containing the Law and Local Regula- 
tions affecting the Ownership, Charge, and Management of Ships and their Cargoes; 
together with Notices of other Matters, and all necessary Information for Mariners. New 
Edition, rewritten throughout. Edited by Graham Willmore, Esq. M.A. Barrister-at-Law ; 
George Clements, of the Customs, London, and William Tate, author of "The Modern 
Cambist." 8vo. 28a. cloth; or29«. bound. 

STEPHEN.— ESSAYS IN ECCLESIASTICAL BIOGRAPHY. 
By the Right Hon. Sir James Stephen, K.C.B. 2 vols. 8vo. 24». cloth. 

STEPHEN.— THE HISTORY OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND, _ „ ^ , 

From the Reformation to the Present Time. By Thomas Stephen, author of *' The Book of 
the Constitution," " Spirit of the Church of Rome," etc. 4 vols. 8vo. with 24 highly-fiuished 
Portraits, engraved on Steel, 32«. cloth. 

STEPHENS.-A MANUAL OF BRITISH COLEOPTERA ; 

Or. BEETLES : containing a Description of all the Species of Beetles hitherto ascertained to 
InhabitGreat Britain and Ireland, etc. By J. F. Stephens, F.L.S. PostSvo.H*. cloth. 

gjg =^Jgg 
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so VKW WOKKB iND SKVr EDITIONS ^^^| 


8T0W,-THE TRUrNINC SYSTEM, THE MORAL TRAINING SCHOOL. ANOl 




BWAIN.-ENCUGH MELODIU. 




TATE— THE CONTmuOUS HISTORY OF THE LIFE AND WRmNCS OF 




"SvS'KS'^SSi-" •'"'•■■'"•'■ ■'■■•"•' 




TAYLBB{HEV .CHARLES B.>-LADV MARY; OR, NOT OF THE WORLD. 




TAYLOB.-THE VIROW WIDOW ! 




TAYLOR.— LOYOLA AND JESUITISM! 




TH[BL WALL. -THE HISTORY OF GREECE. 




',' AIM, am Mlli„. USfU./t^r. ltt.wlHrifn«liTlllii,V.lli. tlUH. 




H.id.r.Ht. 
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TH0MSON.-5CHOOL CHEMISTRY i 
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THE THUMB BIBLE ; 

Or, Verbum Kempiternum. By J. Taylor. Being an Epitome of the Old and New Teita- 
menta in Enirlish Verie. Printed from the Edition of 1693, by C. Whittingliam, ChUwick. 
84mo. U. 6d. bound and clasped. 

TOMLINE (BISHOP).— AN INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF THE BIBLE: 

Being the First Volume of the Elements of Christian Theology ; containing Proofs of the 
Authenticity and Inspiration of the Holr Scriptures ; a Summary of the History of the Jews ; 
an Account of the Jewish Sects ; and a brief Statement of the Contents of the sereral Books 
of the Old Testament. By the late George Tomline,D.D.F.R .8. New Edition. FoolscapSro. 
6«.6if. cloth. 

TOOKE.— THE HISTORY OF PRICES: 

With reference to the Causes of their principal Variations, from the year 1792 to the year 
1838, inclusive. Preceded by a Sketch of the Historr of the Corn Trade In the last Two 
Centuries. By Thomas Tooke, Esq. F.R.S. StoIs.Sto. 2/.8«.cloth. 

TOOKE.-THE HISTORY OF PRICES, 

And of the State of the Circulation, from 1889 to 1847, incluslTC: with a Oeneral Reriew 
of the Currency Question, and Remarks on the Operation of the Act 7 and 8 Vict. c. 32: 
being a continuation of " The History of Prices from 1792 to 1839." By Thomas Tooke. Esq. 
F.R.S. 8to.18«. cloth. 

T0WN8END.— MODERN STATE TRIALS. 

Revised and illustrated with Essays and Notes. By William Charles Townsend, Esq. 
M.A. Q.C., late Recorder of Macclesfield ; author of " Lives of Twelve Eminent Judges of 
the Last and of the Present Century," etc. 2 vols. 8vo. 30«. cloth. 

TOWNSEND (CHARLES).— THE LIVES OF TWELVE EMINENT JUDGES 

OF THE LAST AND OF THE PRESENT CENTURY. By W. Charles Townsend, Esq., 
M.A. Q.C. late Recorder of Macclesfield. 2 vols. 8vo. 28«. cloth. 

TURNER.— THE SACRED HISTORY OF THE WORLD, 

Attempted to be Philosophically considered, in a Series of Letters to a Son. By Sharon 
Turner, F.S.A. and R.A.S.L. Eighth Edition, edited by the Rev. Sydney Turner. 3 vols, 
post 8vo. 31«. 6d. cloth. 

TURTON'S (DR.) MANUAL OF THE LAND AND FRESHWATER SHELLS OF 

THE BRITISH ISLANDS. A new Edition, thoroughly revised, with Additions . By John 
Edward Gray. Post 8vo. with Woodcuts, ana 12 coloured Plates, 15«. cloth. 

TWELVE YEARS AGO : 

A Tale. By the Author of *' Letters to My Unknown Friends." Foolscap 8vo. 6$,M, cloth. 

TWINING.— ON THE PHILOSOPHY OF PAINTING : 

A Theoretical and Practical Treatise ; comprising Esthetics in reference to Art— the Appli- 
cation of Rules to Panting— and General Observations on Perspective. By H. Twining, jSsq. 
Imperial 8vo. with numerous Plates and Wood Engravings, 21«. cloth. 

URE.-DICTIONARY OF ARTS, MANUFACTURES, AND MINES: 

Containing a clear Exposition of their Principles and Practice. By Andrew Ure, M.D. 
F.R.S. M.G.S.M.A.S.Lond.,M.Acad. N.S.Philad.:S.Ph.Soc.N. Germ.Hanov.;Mttllii, 
etc. etc. 3d Edition, corrected. 8vo. with 1,240 Woodcuts 60<. cloth. 

By the same Author, 
SUPPLEMENTOF RECENT IMPROVEMENTS. 2d Edition. 8vo.l4«.cloth. 

WALFORD (J. E.)— THE LAWS OF THE CUSTOMS, 

Compiled by Direction of the Lords Commissioners of HerMajesty*8 Treasury .and pub- 
lished under the Sanction of the Commissiouerg of Her Majesty's Customs; with Notes and 
a General Index. Edited by J. G. Walford. Esq. Solicitor for the Customs. Printed for Her 
Mi^esty's Stationery Office, and published by Authority. Svo.lOs. 6ff. cloth. 

WALKER.- ELEMENTA LITURCICA ; 

Or, the Churchman's Primer, for the Scholastic Study of the Book of Common Prayer. By 
G. A. Walker, A.M., of Christ College, Cambridge. New Edition, entirely rearranged and 
considerably enlarged. Fcap. 8vo. 4«. 6ff. cloth. 
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WALKER 'OEO.)-CHESS STUDIES: 

Comprising l.UHl (iamra ■rtnallV Plared dariii|f the last Half Centvrj; presyitini^ a unique 
Collection of Claaiicalanii Brilliant'Speciraena of Cheat Skill in ererr statfe of tlit (>K.ine, 
andforuiinff anKiicjclopKdiaof Reference. By Georgfe Walker. 8ro.'lU«.6<f. tewed. 

WATERTON.- ESSAYS ON NATURAL HISTORY, 

Cbledy f)ruitholoK7. Hy Charles Waterton, Ksq., author of "Wanderinim in South 
America.*' With au AatoltioKraphy of the Aothor, and Views of Walton Hall. Ntw Editions. 
8 Tols. foolirap Nto. I4«.fiif. rloth. 

• «• SeparaUlf -Vol. \. (First Series), S«. ; Vol.11. (Second Series), 6«. 6tf. 



WEBSTER.-AN ENCYCLOP>CDIA OF DOMESTIC ECONOMY ; 

Comprisinff siirh subjerts as are most immediatelT connected with Hniisi'keepini; ; aii« 
The Constrnction of Domehtic K<tifices, with the Modes of Warminv, VeiitilatiiiL', nnd 
LiirbtiuEthem -A Description of the rarious Articles of Furniture, with the Nature or their 
Matrriui7-I>"ties of SerranU, etc.etc. By Thomas Webster, F.G.S., etc etc.; axNisted 
by the late Mrs. Parkes. Sew Edition. Swo. with nearly 1<UX> Woodcuts. 5(ijr. cloth. 

WE8T\V()0D^J.0.)-AN INTRODUCTION TO THE MODERN CLASSIFI- 
CATION' OF INSF.CTS; founded on thp Natural Habits and comparatire Or^'antsatiou of 
the dliferent Families. By J. O.Westwood, F. L. S. etc. 3 vols. 8vo. with uumerouH 
lUnstrationa, 21. Jt. cloth. 

WIIEATLEY.— THE ROD AND LINE; 

Or, Practical Hints and Diiinty Devices tor the sure takinfi^ of Trout, Grtylinir. etc By 
Hewett Wheatley, Esq., Senior Angler. Foolscap Sto. with Nine coloured Plates, 10«. 6tf. 
cloth. 

WILBERFORrE (W.)-rA PRACTICAL VIEW OF THE PREVAILING 

RKLIGIOUS SYSTEMS OF PROFESSED CHRISTIANS, in the Higher and Middle 
Classes in this Conntnr, contrasted with Real Christianity. By William Wiiberforce, Esq. 
Bi.P. for the County of York. New Editions. 8ro. 8«. l>oards. 12mo. 4«. 6d. cloth. 

WILSON.-THE LANDS OF THE BIBLE VISITED AND DESCRIBED, 

In an Extensive Journey undertaken with special refereuce to the Promotion of Biblical 
Research and the Advancement of the Cause of Pliilanthropy. B^ John Wilson, D.D. F.R.S. 
Honorary President of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, etc. 2volb.8vo. 
with Maps and numerous Illustrations,!/. 16«. cloth. 

WILLOUGUBY(LADY)— SO MUCH OF THE DIARY OF LADY WIL- 

LOliGHBY as relates to her Domestic History, and to the Eventful I'eriod of the 
reign of King Charles the First, the Protectorate, and the Uestoration (1635 to 1663). 
Printed, ornamented, and bound in the style of the period to which The Diary retors. New 
Editions. Parth I. and II. Square foolscap 8vo. 8«. each, boards ; or 18«. each, bound in 
morocco, bf Haydag. 

WOODCOCK.— SCRIPTURE LANDS : 

Boinu a Visit to the Scenes of the Bible. By the Rev. W. J. Woodcock, St. Agnea, Nassau, 
New Providence. With 4 coloured Plates. Post Svo. lOi. 6d. cloth. 

YOUATT.— THE HORSE. 

By William Yiiuiitt. With a Treatise «>f Draucbt. A New Edition; with numerous Wood 
Engravings from Designs by William Harvey. Svo. lUt. cloth. 

YOUATT.-THE DOC. 

By William Youatt. A New Edition; «ith numerous Wood Engravings from Designs by 
William Harvey. 8vo. 6«. cloth. 

•»• Thf above vurks, which were prepared under the tuperintendenee oj the Society for the 
Diffuiion of Uieful A'noieledge, are nov publiihed by hleur$. Lonfimau and Co., by amign- 
ment Jrotn Mr. Charlet Knight, Jt it to be obirrved, that the edition oJ Air. Youatt'g book 
on the Hone which Alestn. L. and Co. have purchated Jront Mr. Knight, it that which uat 
thoroHffhly revised by the author, and thereby retidrreti in many reiptcti a new work. The 
engravingt aho were greatly improved. Both works are the most complete treatitet in the 
language on the History, Structure, Jjiteatet, and Managtment of the AnUnuU oj which they 
treat. 

ZUMPT— A GRAMMAR OF THE LATIN LANGUAGE. 

By C. G. Zunipt, I'h. 1). Protcksnr in the UnivtThity, and Member of the Royal Academv of 



Berlin. I'riinslHted from tlie *)th Edition ot the original, and adapted to the use ot Enf(li.s 
Students, by Lconbard Schmitz, I'h. i)., Rector ot the Hiu:h School ol Kdinhuri^h ; wit 
numerous Additions and Corrections by the Author. New Edition. 8vo.l4<.uloiii. 

[June 10, KS50. 



Luiidoni Priuted by M. Mason. Ivy Laiifc, Paternoster Row. 
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